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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three 
persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. God is the Creator, so everything belongs to Him 
and is under His control. God is holy, so He is righteous, 
majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so 
He’s at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea 
compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% 
accurate, reliable, and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But 
everybody falls short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. 
In other words, everyone has sinned. As a result, we are 
all separated from Him, even though He wants an intimate 
relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, 
died, and rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation 
to all who believe in Jesus and accept Him as Savior—the 
only way to be forgiven and reconciled to God. Anyone who 
accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into God’s 
family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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Dude, Where’s Your Forgiveness 
77 Times / Unmerciful Servant 

Matthew 18:21-35
 

I should treat others the way I 
want to be treated.

Forgiveness—deciding that 
someone who has wronged you 

doesn’t have to pay.

“Put up with one another. Forgive 
one another if you are holding 
something against someone. 
Forgive, just as the Lord  
forgave you.” 
Colossians 3:13, NIrV

Since God forgave you, you 
should forgive others.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
For Leaders Only
Create the Environment

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Ideas for Early Arrivers
Pom-Pom Pick Up

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
Opener
Worship
Bible Story
Prayer
Closer

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
“Happy Day” from Live It Out
“Let Revolution Start” from Living Inside Out

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
True, False, or Not in Story 
Cause and Effect
Build a Verse
Prayer

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
GodTime
Parent Cue
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GETTING READY

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

Early Arriver
• An offering container
•  Children’s Books with forgiveness themes, such as: 
Berenstain Bears: The Forgiving Tree by Jan and Mike Berenstain
The Runaway Bunny by Margaret Wise Brown
The Grinch Who Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss

Pom-Pom Pick Up
• A large bag of pom-poms or cotton balls; at least 154 for each small group
•  1-piece “learning” chopsticks or plastic tongs; 1 for each kid
Note: Here are some chopstick options if you want to purchase them:  
http://a.co/8mziMa3 or http://bit.ly/2gTee5E
• Large bins or plastic bowls; 2 for each small group

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.

* 1. True, False, or Not in Story (application activity / review the Bible story) 
• Plastic bins or baskets; 3 for each small group
• White copy paper; 3 pieces for each small group
• Masking tape
• Beanbags; 3-4 for each small group

2. Cause and Effect (application activity)
•  Print the “Cause Statements” Activity Page and cut apart; 1 set for each small 

group
•  Print the “Effect Statements” Activity Page and cut apart; 1 set for each small 

group
• Scissors

3. Build a Verse (memory verse activity)
• Large LEGO® bricks or Jenga® blocks; 23 for each small group
• Masking tape
• Marker
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Prayer
• Index cards; 1 for each child
• Pencils
• Dark markers

Additional Resources:
• Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 
•  Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent Cue app. To find out more 

about these great resources, go to http://www.Studio252.tv/leaders. 
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SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask 
God to help kids realize the great forgiveness God has made available to them. Pray that they would fully embrace the love 
He has offered them and be excited to share it with others. 

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
WHAT YOU NEED: Offering container, children’s books with forgiveness themes 

WHAT YOU DO:
• Encourage the kids to place their offerings in the offering container.
•  Show the kids the books you brought. Read one or two books aloud to the group or choose a child to read aloud if 

someone is willing.
• After reading each book, discuss the following questions: 
 o Who needed to be forgiven in this story? 
 o Why? What happened?
 o Did forgiveness happen in this story? How so?

2. POM-POM PICK UP
WHAT YOU NEED: Large bag of pom-poms or cotton balls, 1-piece chopsticks or tongs, 2 plastic bins or large bowls

WHAT YOU DO:
• Divide your group into two teams. 
• Dump a large pile of pom-poms or cotton balls in the center of each team.
•  Kids must use the chopsticks/tongs to move the pom-poms or cotton balls from the floor to the bin/bowl. The first team 

to pick up 77 pom-poms or cotton balls wins!
•  Within the teams, select one child to count the pom-poms as they go into the container and one kid to watch to make 

sure they only move the pom-poms with the chopsticks. The other kids will move the pom-poms. (If you wish, allow kids 
to switch roles when they’re about halfway through.) 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Wow! You are great picker-uppers and counters! How many pom-poms did you count? Yes! There were 77! [Transition] 
You’ll hear that number in our Bible story today! Let’s go!”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities 
and discussion questions.

* 1. TRUE, FALSE, OR NOT IN STORY (application activity / review the Bible story) 
WHAT YOU NEED: Plastic bins, white copy paper, masking tape, beanbags

WHAT YOU DO:
•  Use the paper to make signs that read: “TRUE,” “FALSE,” and “NOT IN STORY” in large block letters. Tape one sign to 

each container.
•  Place the containers in a row about five feet from your small group area. Mark a starting line with masking tape on the 

floor.
• Point out the signs and read them aloud.
• Divide the group into two teams. 
•  Read the statements below. Kids must determine if the statement is true, false, or not in the story. Each team will line 

up behind the starting line. Select a team to go first, answer the question, and throw the beanbag into the appropriate 
container.

•  If the player answers correctly, his team receives five points. If the beanbag makes it into the appropriate container, they 
receive an additional five points. If he answers incorrectly, give them the correct answer and an opportunity to throw the 
beanbag anyway. If he makes it in, his team still receives five points.

• After all the statements have been read, tally points and declare a winner.

Adaptation: To save space, you could have groups pair up and compete against each other. That way, they could use their 
combined space to play the game. (And you create group camaraderie, when they compete against each other!)

STORY STATEMENTS:
1. Zippo the clown asked Jesus how many times you have to forgive someone who hurts you. (False; it was Peter)
2. Jesus replied: “Not seven times, but 77 times” (Matthew 18:22 NIrV). (True)
3. People who can write with both their hands are called ambidextrous. (Not in story)
4. The servant who appeared before the king didn’t owe him very much. (False; he owed him a great deal of money)
5. When the man begged the king to forgive him, the king had mercy and forgave the man his debt. (True)
6. Baby kangaroos are called joeys. (Not in story)
7. When the king forgave his debt, the man was very happy. (True)
8. A baby is born in the world every three seconds. (Not in story)
9.  The forgiven man was so grateful to be free of his debt that he forgave the man who owed him a much smaller amount. 

(False; the forgiven man refused to forgive the smaller debt)
10.  When the king called the forgiven man back, he was happy that he had refused to forgive someone else. (False; the 

king was angry that he chose not to forgive as he had been forgiven)
11. When fish travel in groups, it’s called a school. (Not in story)
12. Today we learned: [Bottom Line] Since God forgave you, you should forgive others. (True)
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WHAT YOU SAY:
“I just love how Jesus tells stories like these to help teach us a lesson. Can you believe that the man in the story who had 
JUST been forgiven for such a big debt then refused to forgive someone who owed him very little? We are like that man. 
God has forgiven us. He sent Jesus to pay the price for our sins when He died on the cross. Because of what Jesus did, we 
know that God forgives us when we mess up. And [Bottom Line] since God forgave you, you should forgive others.”
 
[Make It Personal] (Tell your group about a time you chose to forgive someone, even when it was hard. Talk about 
how you chose to forgive because you had been forgiven. Choose an age-appropriate example.)

2. CAUSE AND EFFECT (application activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: “Cause Statements” and “Effect Statements” Activity Pages, scissors

WHAT YOU DO:
•  Talk to the kids about the relationship between cause and effect. Give the following example: “You are careful to brush 

your teeth twice a day, so you don’t have cavities when you go see your dentist.” The cause—brushing your teeth twice a 
day—leads to the effect of no cavities.

• Let a couple volunteers come up with their own cause and effect statements. 
•  Shuffle the “Cause Statements” and lay them face down in a stack in the center of your small group area. Do the same 

with the “Effect Statements.”
•  Let the kids take turns drawing a “Cause Statement” to read aloud and then work together to find the matching “Effect 

Statement”. Answers are below.

Answer key:
Cause     Effect
You get plenty of rest.   You have lots of energy the next day.
You study all of your spelling words. You make a 100 on your spelling test.
You spend time reading every night. You finish your first chapter book in a week.
You’re a good friend to others.  You have good friends to play with.
You practice at the batting cages.  You knock the ball out of the park at your next game.
You choose healthy foods.  Your body is strong and healthy.
You drink lots of water during the game. You don’t get dehydrated or feel lightheaded.
You practice your handwriting each night. Your teacher compliments your penmanship.
You forget your gloves and hat.  Your hands and head freeze at the bus stop.
You stay on your tablet too long.  You lose the privilege of playing on your tablet for a week.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“You did a great job matching up our cause-and-effect statements today. There’s a cause-and-effect relationship between 
being forgiven and forgiving others. The cause—God has forgiven you—leads to the effect—that you can forgive others. 
When you understand that relationship, forgiveness becomes much easier. [Bottom Line] Since God forgave you, you 
should forgive others. When it’s hard to forgive, I want you to think about the fact that God has forgiven you. [Bottom 
Line] Since God forgave you, you should forgive others.”
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3. BUILD A VERSE (memory verse activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: LEGO® bricks or Jenga® blocks, masking tape, and markers

WHAT YOU DO:
• Review Colossians 3:13 as a group.
•  Write the words of the verse on pieces of masking tape. Stick one word of the verse on each LEGO® brick or  

Jenga® block. 
• Let the kids work together to build a tower by putting the words in verse order.
• Once the tower is complete, read the verse together. (And then let kids knock the tower down, if they want to!)

WHAT YOU SAY:
[Bottom Line] “Since God forgave you, you should forgive others. We don’t forgive others because we feel like it. 
You certainly won’t feel like forgiving all the time. And we don’t forgive because the other person deserves it. Sometimes 
you might be hurt and never receive an apology. We choose to forgive just as God forgave us. [Bottom Line] Since God 
forgave you, you should forgive others.”

PRAY AND DISMISS
WHAT YOU NEED: Index cards, pencils, dark markers

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Pass out an index card and a pencil to each kid in your group.
•  Encourage the kids to think of someone they need to forgive and write that person’s name on their card. Remind them 

that no one else will see what they write. 
• Ask the kids to hold the cards to their chest so the name is covered as you pray.
•  When you finish praying, encourage the kids to write their own name over the name on their card. They should make sure 

to write their name in large letters so that it completely covers the original name.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Let’s pray. God, we love You. Thanks for reminding us today that we can forgive because You have forgiven us. We 
don’t want to be like the servant in our story who was forgiven for so much and then refused to forgive others. Help us to 
remember that we ALL need forgiveness and that you give it, always. In Jesus’ name, amen.

“I had you cover up the other person’s name with your own name to remind you that everyone needs forgiveness, even 
you. You are no different than the person on your card. Now take a dark marker and draw a cross, covering up both names. 
This is to remind you that God’s forgiveness covers anyone who chooses to follow Him. (Allow time for kids to draw a 
cross.) So remember this week: [Bottom Line] since God forgave you, you should forgive others.”

As adults arrive to pick up, encourage the kids to share what they’ve learned about cause and effect this week when it 
comes to forgiveness.
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