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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three 
persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. God is the Creator, so everything belongs to Him 
and is under His control. God is holy, so He is righteous, 
majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so 
He’s at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea 
compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% 
accurate, reliable, and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But 
everybody falls short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. 
In other words, everyone has sinned. As a result, we are 
all separated from Him, even though He wants an intimate 
relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, 
died, and rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation 
to all who believe in Jesus and accept Him as Savior—the 
only way to be forgiven and reconciled to God. Anyone who 
accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into God’s 
family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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Dude, Where’s My Sheep? 
The Lost Sheep 

Luke 15:1-7
 

I can trust God no matter what.

Forgiveness—deciding that 
someone who has wronged you 

doesn’t have to pay.

“Put up with one another. Forgive 
one another if you are holding 
something against someone. 
Forgive, just as the Lord  
forgave you.” 
Colossians 3:13, NIrV

God forgives you.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
For Leaders Only
Create the Environment

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Ideas for Early Arrivers
Sheep Shuffle

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
Opener
Worship
Bible Story
Prayer
Closer

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
“Let It Be Known” from Movin’ Me
“Forever Reign” from Living Inside Out

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Where’s My Sheep? 
No, No, Yes! 
Kid’s Choice 
Prayer

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
GodTime
Parent Cue
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GETTING READY

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

Early Arriver
• An offering container
• Index cards or scraps of paper; 1 for each kid

Sheep Shuffle
• Plastic cups; 3 for each small group
• Cotton ball; 1 for each small group

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.

1. Where’s My Sheep? (application activity / review the Bible story)
• Cotton ball; 1 for each small group

* 2. No, No, Yes! (application activity)
• No supplies needed

3. Kid’s Choice (memory verse activity)
• White copy paper; 1 piece for each small group
• Pen or pencil
• Bibles

Prayer
• No supplies needed

Additional Resources:
• Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 
•  Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, 

and the Parent Cue app. To find out more about these great resources, go to 
http://www.Studio252.tv/leaders. 
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SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask 
God for a month full of deep conversations and hearts that are hungry to know more about forgiveness. 

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
WHAT YOU NEED: Offering container, index cards or small scraps of paper

WHAT YOU DO:
• Invite your kids to place their offering in the offering container.
• As kids arrive, ask them to think of their favorite animal and write it down on an index card or scrap of paper. 
• Make sure at least one card has the word “sheep” written on it.
• Collect the cards and shuffle them.
• Have kids take turns selecting a card. 
•  Tell them to read the card to themselves and then make that animal sound for the rest of the group. Kids will try to name 

the animal by its sound. 
• Repeat with remaining cards as time and interest allow, but make sure to use the sheep card!

2. SHEEP SHUFFLE
WHAT YOU NEED: Plastic cups, cotton ball

WHAT YOU DO:
• Show the kids the three cups and the cotton ball.
• Place the cups lid side down and slip the cotton ball inside one of the three cups. 
• Make sure the kids see which cup you place the cotton ball under. 
• Line up the three cups in a row.
•  Tell kids to watch the cups as you move them around. Encourage them to keep their eyes on the cup with the “sheep” 

(cotton ball) inside.
• Shuffle the cups around several times and then line them back up.
• Let the kids take turns guessing where the “sheep” (cotton ball) is. Turn the cups over to find out if they’re right.
• Allow someone who guessed correctly to shuffle the cups on the next round. 
• Repeat as time and interest allow. 

  Adaptation: If you have multiple groups in the room, you could do this as a competition between groups. Have 
one SGL stationed at a focal point in the room, with the cups and cotton ball. Then let each group send a 
representative to watch the shuffling. Any kid who guesses incorrectly is “out.” The last one standing is the winner. 
Play as many rounds as possible and then declare the winner to be the group that won the most rounds.
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WHAT YOU SAY:
“That was a super fun game! It was hard to tell where our cotton ball went. This cotton ball reminds me of a wooly sheep. 
[Transition] Today in our Bible story, we’ll hear about what happens to a sheep that wanders off. I wonder if he’ll be 
found. Let’s go find out!”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities 
and discussion questions.

1. WHERE’S MY SHEEP? (application activity / review the Bible story) 
WHAT YOU NEED: Cotton ball

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Have the kids sit in a circle and discuss the following questions from the Bible story:
 o Jesus told a story about a shepherd who lost his sheep. How many sheep did he have? (100)
 o How many sheep did he lose? (one)
 o What did he do? (He left the 99 to go after the one)
 o  What does this story tell us about God? (He will always want a relationship with us; even when we mess up, He is 

always willing to forgive us)
•  Select one kid to stand in the center of the group as the “shepherd.” Once in place, ask the “shepherd” to close his eyes.
• Ask all the kids in the circle to put their hands behind their backs.
•  While the shepherd’s eyes are closed, quietly choose one kid to hold the “sheep” (cotton ball) by placing it in his/her hands.
• The shepherd should open his eyes when you say, “Someone is hiding the lost sheep.”
•  The shepherd gets three guesses to figure out who is holding the lost sheep. If he is correct, that kid becomes the new 

shepherd. If he misses after three tries, the leader picks a new shepherd and play continues.

WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Great job, everyone! Some of you were very good shepherds and found your sheep right away. Jesus told this story to 
help us understand that God is like that good shepherd and we are like the sheep that wandered off. When we mess up, it 
takes us far from God. But there is nothing you could ever do that God would not forgive. You can count on Him to search 
for you and to forgive you when you ask Him to because He loves you. Remember [Bottom Line] God forgives you, no 
matter what. 

* 2. NO, NO, YES!
WHAT YOU NEED: No supplies needed

WHAT YOU DO:
• Guide kids to sit in a circle. 
• Select one child to be “It.”
• Play “Duck, Duck, Goose” but replace the words with “no” and “yes.”
 o The kid who is It will walk around the circle lightly tapping each kid on the head as he says, “no, no, no, YES!” 
 o When he says, “Yes!” the kid he selects must jump up and chase him around the circle.
 o The goal is to try to tag the kid who is It before he makes it back to the open seat.
 o If the It kid gets tagged, the kid who tagged him gets to go back to her seat and It remains It for another round.
• Repeat for a few more rounds as time and interest allow.
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WHAT YOU SAY:
“Great job, everyone! I think you’ve probably played this game before! Were you nervous as your head was tapped, 
wondering if you’d be picked next? You know, when it comes to offering forgiveness, God never says no. He won’t tap your 
head (tap the head of the kid next to you) and say, “Nope, no forgiveness for you,” or (tap the head of the kid on the other 
side of you) say, ‘Yes! Now YOU I’ll forgive. God doesn’t work that way. When you ask him to, [Bottom Line] God forgives 
you. His forgiveness is for everyone—not some of the time, but ALL of the time. [Bottom Line] God forgives you.”

[Make It Personal] (Tell the kids about a time when you did something wrong and asked God to forgive you. How 
did you know you were forgiven? Maybe you felt a peace. Maybe you read a verse that reminded you that God 
always forgives. If possible, choose a story from your childhood. Remember, always keep your examples age 
appropriate.) 

3. KID’S CHOICE (memory verse activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: White copy paper, pen or pencil, Bibles

WHAT YOU DO:
• Pass out the Bibles and divide kids into groups of two or three so everyone can see the text.
• Use the navigation tips below to help them look up Colossians 3:13 in their groups and read aloud.

  Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up 
a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead 
them to find Colossians in the list under “New Testament.” When the kids find Colossians, lead them to look at the page number 
beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Colossians. Help the kids find the page. When 
they find Colossians, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 3. Explain that 
the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 13 in chapter 3. 

• Allow your group to choose one of the following options to review this month’s memory verse.
 o Option 1: Motions: Make up motions to go along with the words of the verse.
 o  Option 2: One word at a time: Write the words of the verse in large block letters on the piece of paper and sit in 

a circle. Go around the circle allowing each kid to say one word of the verse as you point to the page.
 o  Option 3: Popcorn: Keep the page with the verse in the center of the group. But instead of going around the 

circle in order, any kid can say the next word of the verse. If two kids say it at the same time, then the whole 
group has to start over!

WHAT YOU SAY:
“This verse gives us one BIG reason we should forgive others. At the very end of the verse it says, ‘Forgive, just as the Lord 
forgave you.’ Who is the Lord? (Pause.) Yes, God! God is asking you to forgive others because [Bottom Line] God forgives 
you. God loves you and He always offers forgiveness. So remember, forgive because [Bottom Line] God forgives you.”
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PRAY AND DISMISS
WHAT YOU NEED: Cotton balls

WHAT YOU DO: 
•  Give each kid a cotton ball. Ask for a couple volunteers to share what the cotton ball represents from today’s story and 

what that means for them, in their own words.
• Guide the kids to huddle up with their arms around each other’s backs (like a team huddles before a game).
• As they bow their heads, remind them to forgive others this week because [Bottom Line] God forgives you.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Heavenly Father, You are an awesome God. Thank You for loving us no matter what. It doesn’t matter if we mess up a little 
or a lot. We know that You will forgive us. Thank You for offering forgiveness not just some of the time, but all of the time. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”

As adults arrive to pick up, encourage kids to tell their parents what one lost sheep has to do with forgiveness. 
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