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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three 
persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. God is the Creator, so everything belongs to Him 
and is under His control. God is holy, so He is righteous, 
majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so 
He’s at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea 
compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% 
accurate, reliable, and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But 
everybody falls short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. 
In other words, everyone has sinned. As a result, we are 
all separated from Him, even though He wants an intimate 
relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, 
died, and rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation 
to all who believe in Jesus and accept Him as Savior—the 
only way to be forgiven and reconciled to God. Anyone who 
accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into God’s 
family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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The Comeback 
Jesus is Crucified, Buried, and 

Resurrected 
John 18:12-20:23

I should treat others the way I 
want to be treated.

Humility—putting others first 
by giving up what you think you 

deserve.

“Don’t do anything only to get 
ahead. Don’t do it because you are 
proud. Instead, be humble. Value 
others more than yourselves.” 
Philippians 2:3, NIrV

I can put others first because 
Jesus put me first.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
For Leaders Only
Create the Environment

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Ideas for Early Arrivers
Leaning Tower of Eggs-a

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
Opener
Worship
Bible Story
Prayer
Closer

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
“Happy Day” from Live It Out
“Generation for You” from Alive

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Egg Hunt Hullabaloo
You First!
Celebrate
Prayer

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
GodTime
Parent Cue
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GETTING READY

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

Early Arriver
• An offering container

Leaning Tower of Eggs-a
•  Plastic Easter eggs; about 10 for each kid; if you choose the kind that have 

a little tab to keep the halves of the eggs together, kids will be able to build 
towers more easily

• Ruler or measuring tape
•  Candy, small trinkets, or another “sharable” prize appropriate for your 

environment; 1 item for each kid 

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.

*1. Egg Hunt Hullabaloo (memory verse activity / can be environment-wide)
• Bibles
•  Print the “Memory Verse Strips” Activity Page and cut the strips apart; 1 set for 

every 2 kids 
•  Plastic Easter eggs; 8 for every 2 kids; place a “Memory Verse Strip” inside 

each
• Small prizes appropriate for your environment; 1 for each kid
•  Before the kids return from Large Group, “hide” the eggs around your 

environment. (If your environment doesn’t travel for Large Group, send kids 
out of the room with a couple SGLs while other SGLs quickly hide the eggs. If 
at all possible, send kids on an egg hunt in another area of the building.)

• NOTE: Save the eggs and “Memory Verse Strips” for use next week!

2. You First! (application activity)
• Plastic Easter eggs
• Masking tape or painter’s tape
• Timer
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3. Celebrate (application activity / review the Bible story) 
• Mini marshmallows; about 20 for each kid
• Round toothpicks; about 20 for each kid
• Paper plates; 1 for each kid
• Markers 

Prayer
• Paper plates and crosses from “Celebrate”

Additional Resources:
• Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 
•  Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent Cue app. To find out more 

about these great resources, go to http://www.Studio252.tv/leaders. 
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SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Take 
a moment to thank Jesus for the immense sacrifice He made for us on the cross. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you and your 
few a Christ-like humility and the strength to put others first continuously. Pray that kids would be encouraged to be like 
Jesus and put others first because He put us first . . . first!

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
WHAT YOU NEED: Offering container

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Invite the kids to place their offerings in the container.
• Invite kids to tell a story about the greatest thing they’ve ever won, either as an individual or as part of a team.

2. LEANING TOWER OF EGGS-A 
WHAT YOU NEED: Plastic Easter eggs, ruler or measuring tape, a sharable prize

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Guide kids to get into groups of two or three.
•  Give each group a bunch of eggs and challenge them to use the eggs to build the tallest freestanding tower possible 

within a given time. 
•  If they have trouble getting started, suggest they open the eggs and stack the halves together. They can also place 

multiple stacks next to each other and lean them together so they stay upright. 
•  When time’s up, measure the towers and give the winning team the prize, but with one catch: they must share the prize 

with the group!

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Awesome towers and awesome sharing! [Transition] In Large Group, we’ll hear about someone who gave away the 
most ANYONE could ever give away. Let’s go learn more.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities 
and discussion questions.

*1. EGG HUNT HULLABALOO (memory verse activity / can be environment-wide)
WHAT YOU NEED: Prepared Easter eggs, prizes

WHAT YOU DO: 
•  Before the kids return from Large Group, “hide” the eggs around your environment. (If your environment doesn’t travel 

for Large Group, send kids out of the room with a couple SGLs while other SGLs quickly hide the eggs. If at all possible, 
send kids on an egg hunt in another area of the building.)

• Give each kid a Bible. Help kids look up Philippians 2:3. 
•  Invite a volunteer to read the verse aloud, and then encourage kids to share how Jesus is the ultimate example of this 

verse. (Everything He did was for others; He wasn’t proud; He was King/God’s Son but He did what a servant would do; 
He values us so much that He gave up His life for us; etc.) 

• Guide each kid to find a partner. 
•  At your signal, lead the teams to race and find the eggs, but with a twist: When they find an egg, they’ll open it and read 

the Bible verse strip inside. If the phrase is one they haven’t yet found, they’ll keep the egg and its strip; if it’s a phrase 
they’ve already collected, they’ll leave the strip in the egg, close the egg, and return it to its place. 

• As kids search, look for opportunities to praise kids who practice humility and value others over getting ahead. 
• The mayhem ends when each team collects a full set of Bible verse strips. 
• Guide teams to work together to put the strips in order, and then lead kids to read the verse aloud together. 
• NOTE: Save the eggs and “Memory Verse Strips” for use next week.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Philippians 2:3 says: Be humble. Value others more than yourselves (NIrV). How did Jesus value others more than Himself? 
(Pause.) Yes! Jesus valued us SO much that He was willing to give up His life and die on the cross for you and me. He was 
crucified, buried, and came back to life so that we can have life forever with him. 

  Salvation Message Opportunity: As you feel led, go deeper into the gospel message with the kids. You might even 
use your personal testimony to help them understand what it means to be a follower of Jesus. The following key 
points can guide you as you share:

  God LOVED us. Before we were even born, God loved us. But something called sin separated us from Him. Sin is the stuff we do 
that’s wrong. Because God is perfect, sin keeps us from having a relationship with God.

  God GAVE us Jesus. God knew that our sin would keep us out of His family forever, so He gave the most important thing He 
had: His Son, Jesus, to pay the price for our sins and fix our broken relationship with him. Jesus gave up His life on the cross to 
pay for our sin and make a way for us to be part of God’s family again.

  We BELIEVE in Jesus. Believing simply means to trust. In order to accept God’s gift of salvation, we believe that we have sinned 
and that Jesus took the punishment for our sin.
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  We RECEIVE the gift of eternal life. That means we get to spend forever with God in a place that He made perfect. And once 
we receive this gift, it can never be taken away. There is nothing we can do to lose our place in God’s family.

(Note: Depending on what you know about your kids, it might be a good idea to simply “plant the seeds” and have 
a conversation about salvation, without explicitly leading kids to take the step of faith. If a child’s parents are already 
believers, they may want to be present for the moment when their child takes a step of faith. Use your judgment and your 
knowledge of your kids’ home lives when having this conversation.)

“So remember: Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. Instead, be humble. Value others 
more than yourselves (Philippians 2:3 NIrV). With God’s strength, you can do it! We say it this way: [Bottom Line] I can put 
others first because Jesus put me first.” 

2. YOU FIRST! (application activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: Plastic Easter eggs, masking tape or painters’ tape, timer

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Use the tape to divide your area in half. 
•  Divide the group into two teams. Lead teams to stand on opposite sides of the playing area, with each team being an 

equal distance from the dividing line. 
• Scatter the plastic eggs near the line.
•  At your signal, give the teams 30 to 45 seconds to move the eggs across the dividing line and onto the other team’s side. 
• Add fun, variety, challenge, and safety by allowing kids to only move the eggs by:
 o Flicking them with their fingers
 o Putting them (golf style) with their elbows
 o Kicking them with their knees
• The winning team is the one with the fewest eggs on its side when time expires. 
• Play multiple rounds as time remains. End the game when interest is still high. 
•  OPTION: If you have a large group, consider creating a four-square playing field. Divide the group into four teams 

accordingly. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“In most games, the goal is to get more than your opponent—more goals, more touchdowns, more runs, more points. But 
God wants us to think differently. He wants us to put others first like He put US first. How did God put us first? (He sent 
Jesus to live on earth, to die on the cross, be buried, and resurrected so that we can live forever with Him.) 

“Yes! The God of the universe—the One who created everything—humbled himself and put US first. He put us first so 
much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to die on a cross so that our sins could be forgiven. But beyond that, He brought Jesus 
back to life so that if we believe in what Jesus did for us, we can live forever with Him. John 3:16 says it this way: God 
loved the world so much that he gave His One and only Son, that whoever believes in Him will not die but will have eternal 
life (NIrV). So remember: [Bottom Line] I can put others first because Jesus put me first.”
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3. CELEBRATE! (application activity / review the Bible story) 
WHAT YOU NEED: Mini marshmallows, toothpicks, paper plates, markers

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Give each kid a paper plate. Set out the marshmallows and toothpicks.
•  Encourage kids to use the toothpicks and marshmallows to construct crosses. The crosses can lie flat or be freestanding 

structures. The kids’ imagination and creativity are the only limits!
• As kids work, ask prompting questions to review the main points of the Bible story:
 o  Jesus was arrested and put on trial. When Annas, the high priest, said: “Tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of 

God,” Jesus replied: “You have said so” (Matthew 26:63-64 NIrV).
 o  Pilate believed that Jesus didn’t deserve to die, and he tried to set Him free. But the crowd wouldn’t give up and 

kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”
 o Soldiers took Jesus and hung him on a cross, where He died. 
 o  Jesus’ friends buried Him in a tomb. On the third day, Peter, John, Mary, and others went to the tomb, but Jesus 

wasn’t  there!
 o  That evening, Jesus—alive!—appeared in the room with the disciples, even though the doors to the room were 

locked. 
• When kids finish, encourage them to write on their plates one way they can put others first this week. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“How was Jesus the ultimate example of putting others first? (Pause.) Yes! Jesus—the Son of God who created the world—
humbled Himself, came to earth as a man, lived, died on a cross for our sin, was buried, and came back to life so that you 
and I can have a forever relationship with Him. Wow! God loves us and values us so much that He put US first!

“What are some ways you can be like Jesus and put others first? (Pause.) So remember: [Bottom Line] I can put others 
first because Jesus put me first.”

PRAY AND DISMISS
WHAT YOU NEED: Paper plates and crosses from “Celebrate”

WHAT YOU DO:  
•  Remind kids that there isn’t a formula for how you should pray. You can pray anywhere, anytime, in any position, aloud or 

silently, and with your eyes open or closed.
•  As kids hold the crosses they made, let them take a few moments to thank Jesus for putting us first. They can pray aloud 

or silently.
• Close the time of prayer. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Thank You, God, that You love us more than we can imagine. You love us so much that You put us first and sent Jesus 
to be our Savior. Help us be humble and make the choice to put others first, even if it’s hard. Help us make the choice to 
believe in You and follow You no matter what. We love You, Lord. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.” 
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As adults arrive to pick up, have each kid tell their parents the Bottom Line: [Bottom Line] I can put others first because 
Jesus put me first and show them their toothpick/marshmallow crosses. As they leave, encourage kids to recap how Jesus 
put us first.
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