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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three 
persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. God is the Creator, so everything belongs to Him 
and is under His control. God is holy, so He is righteous, 
majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so 
He’s at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea 
compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% 
accurate, reliable, and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But 
everybody falls short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. 
In other words, everyone has sinned. As a result, we are 
all separated from Him, even though He wants an intimate 
relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, 
died, and rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation 
to all who believe in Jesus and accept Him as Savior—the 
only way to be forgiven and reconciled to God. Anyone who 
accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into God’s 
family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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Follow the Game Plan 
Jesus Praying in the Garden 

Matthew 26:36-56
Luke 22:39-46

I should treat others the way I 
want to be treated.

Humility—putting others first 
by giving up what you think you 

deserve.

“Don’t do anything only to get 
ahead. Don’t do it because you are 
proud. Instead, be humble. Value 
others more than yourselves.” 
Philippians 2:3, NIrV

I can put others first by letting 
go of what I want.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
For Leaders Only
Create the Environment

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Ideas for Early Arrivers
Switch!

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
Opener
Worship
Bible Story
Prayer
Closer

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
“Look at Me” from Walk This Way
“This Is Amazing Grace” from Movin’ Me

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Three-Legged Race
Humility!
In the Garden
Prayer

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
GodTime
Parent Cue
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GETTING READY

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

Early Arriver
• An offering container
• Construction paper
• Markers 

Switch!
• Soccer ball or similar
• Upbeat music 

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #3.

1. Three-Legged Race (application activity) 
•  Knee-high socks, bandanas, soft rope, or other safe items kids can use to tie 

their ankles together; 1 for every 2 kids
•  A hula hoop, safety cone, Frisbee, bandana, or other safe object 

2. Humility! (memory verse activity)
• Bibles
•  Print the “Humility Game Board” Activity Pages onto cardstock; tape the pages 

together; 1 game board for every 4 kids
•  Print the “Humility Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; 1 set for 

every 4 kids
• Pawns (buttons, small paper squares, etc.); 2 for each kid
• Dice; 1 for every 4 kids

* 3. In the Garden (application activity / review the Bible story)
•  Print the “Gethsemane Garden” Activity Pages on cardstock and cut the 

border off; 1 for each kid, plus a few extra
• Markers
• Tape
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Prayer
•The quilt kids made in “In the Garden”

Additional Resources:
• Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 
•  Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent Cue app. To find out more 

about these great resources, go to http://www.Studio252.tv/leaders. 
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SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. 
Pray that God would give your few a spirit of openness, making them willing to give up something they want in order to 
put someone else first. Ask God to help kids realize when others are doing this for them, as well. Pray that they would 
recognize the efforts of others to put them first. 

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
WHAT YOU NEED: Offering container, construction paper and markers

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Invite the kids to place their offerings in the container.
• Ask: 
 o  What Easter traditions does your family have? (Easter baskets, egg hunts, an Easter meal, Easter clothes, visiting 

family, etc.) 
 o What is your favorite thing about Easter? 

2. SWITCH! 
WHAT YOU NEED: Soccer ball, music

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Guide kids to sit in a circle with their legs straight out in front of them. 
• Give a child the ball and instruct her to hold it between her feet. 
•  Begin the music and ask the kids to pass the ball around the circle, with each kid passing the ball directly to the person 

to their right. The catch: they may only use their feet!
•  At random times, stop the music. The player with the ball (or in the act of passing the ball) must stand and spin around 

five times. (NOTE: Kids may not move out of the way of the ball to avoid getting caught with it!)

WHAT YOU SAY:
“The goal of our game was to pass the ball as quickly as possible so you wouldn’t get caught with it. [Transition] In our 
Bible story today, we’ll hear about something else that’s important to let go of. Let’s go to Large Group to learn 
more.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities 
and discussion questions.

1. THREE-LEGGED RACE (application activity) 
WHAT YOU NEED: Tying devices (socks, bandanas, rope, etc.); a safe object for kids to move around

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Lead the kids to form teams of two. 
• Guide the teams to line up at one end of your area with teammates standing side by side. 
•  Help each team securely (but safely!) tie their ankles together (the ankles that are next to each other when kid stand side 

by side).
• Set an object at the far end of your environment. 
•  At your signal, the first team in line moves to the object, goes around it, returns to the start, and tags the next team  

in line. 
• Play as time remains, but be sure to end the game when interest is high. 
• “Amp it up!” Option: Instruct kids to form teams of three!

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Wow, that was fun! Great job! Let me ask a question: What helped you move the most successfully as a team? (Moving 
together; moving at the same speed; etc.) Yes! You may have wanted to move faster or differently than your partner, but 
in order be successful you had to let go of what you wanted and think of your teammate, too. It’s like our Bottom Line for 
today: [Bottom Line] I can put others first by letting go of what I want.

“What are some real-life ways you can put others first by letting go of what you want? (I can let my sister choose what we 
eat for supper; I can let my friend choose the game we play; I can let others go first at school.) So remember: [Bottom 
Line] I can put others first by letting go of what I want.” 

2. HUMILITY! (memory verse activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: Bibles, “Humility Game Board” and “Humility Cards” Activity Pages, pawns (buttons, paper squares, 
etc.), dice

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Look up and review this month’s memory verse with the group (Philippians 2:3).
• Tell kids you’re going to play a game that helps them put the memory verse into action. 
• Play a reverse “Sorry!” game, where the goal is to send other players HOME instead of back to START. 
•  Guide kids to get into groups of three or four. Give each group a board game, cards, a die, and enough pawns for each 

kid to have two.
•  Invite a volunteer to read the Bible verse to the group. Tell kids that the object of the game they’re about to play is the 

opposite of most games: In this game, their goal is to help their opponents win first!
• Lead kids to put the cards face down in the center of the game board and then set their pawns in a START zone.
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• Choose which child goes first by rolling a die. The player who rolls the lowest number goes first.
•  Guide kids to move their pawns from START and around the board to HOME. If a player lands on a “draw a card” space, 

that player draws a card, reads it aloud, and does what it says.
•  NOTE: Players only draw a card if they roll the die and land on a “draw a card” space, not if another player moves them 

to that space.
• The game ends when every child has both pawns HOME.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“We live in a world that’s all about putting ourselves first. WE want to win the game. WE want to choose the movie. WE 
want to do things OUR way. But God wants us to think and act differently. He wants us to put others first. Like Philippians 
2:3 says: Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. Instead, be humble. Value others more 
than yourselves (NIrV).

[Make It Personal] (Share a way you’ve been tempted to hold on to what you want. Tell kids how you choose to put 
others first instead.) 

“What are some ways you can put others first by letting go of what you want? (Pause.) Awesome ideas! So remember: 
[Bottom Line] I can put others first by letting go of what I want. It’s not always easy, but when you put others first, 
you’ll be doing what Jesus did, and that’s a great thing!”

* 3. IN THE GARDEN (application activity / review the Bible story)
WHAT YOU NEED: “Gethsemane Garden” Activity Pages, markers, tape

WHAT YOU DO: 
•  Guide kids to think of something or sometime they can let go of when they want to put others first. It might be letting a 

sibling choose first; letting a friend play a game their way; using money they’ve saved to help someone in need instead 
of buying something for themselves; or quickly obeying a parent instead of continuing to play a video game, watch TV, or 
plead for what they want. 

• Invite each kid to choose a “Gethsemane Garden” square.
•  Set out the markers and lead kids to write one way they will put others first by letting go of what they want. Kids can then 

color the square as they choose.
•  [Make It Personal] (Color your own quilt square. Share with the kids how you will put others first by letting go of 

what you want.)
• As kids work, review the Bible story using the conversation below as a guide. 
• Arrange and tape the completed squares into a “Gethsemane Garden” quilt. 
• If possible, hang the quilt on a focal wall. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“When Jesus was in the garden praying, did He tell God that He wanted to suffer? No, He asked His Father to take the 
whole situation away. But Jesus finished His prayer by giving up what He wanted. He knew that no matter what it cost Him, 
God’s plan was bigger and best. He said: “Let what You want be done, not what I want” (Matthew 26:39 NIrV).
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“Sometimes doing what God says will cost you, too. You’ll have to give up what you want in order to do what God wants. 
But when you’re tempted to hold on to your own way, remember what Jesus said. So remember: [Bottom Line] I can put 
others first by letting go of what I want. It’s not always easy, but when you let go of what you want in order to put others 
first, you’ll be doing what Jesus did, and that’s a great thing!”

PRAY AND DISMISS
WHAT YOU NEED: Quilt from “In the Garden”

WHAT YOU DO:  
• Guide kids to gather around the “Gethsemane Garden” quilt. 
•  Encourage them to silently read the quilt squares. Guide each kid to choose one of the ways to put others first and place 

their hand on that square, if possible.  
• Lead the kids in prayer using the conversation below as a guide.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Dear God, help us set aside what we want in order to put others first. Help us (name some of the kids’ ideas printed on 
the quilt squares). Thank You, Jesus, for giving up what You wanted so that we can have life forever with You. Thank You, 
Lord, that when it’s hard for us to give up what we want, You’ll give us the strength to do it. We love You, Lord. Amen.”

As adults arrive to pick up, encourage kids to tell their parents today’s Bottom Line: [Bottom Line] I can put others first 
by letting go of what I want, and share one way they’ll try to do that this week.
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