
A P R I L G R A D E S

W-1 2-3
2 0 1 7

PRELUDE STORY WORSHIP HOME

User Agreement
Orange gladly grants permission to churches, schools, 
and other licensees to tailor 252 Basics® materials to fit 
their unique leadership requirements, locale and format 
preferences, and physical environment needs. However, if 
you wish to edit the content substantively, including Bible 
stories, learning activities, scripts, and any other content 
in which biblical principles and concepts are presented, 
you are obligated to do so within the doctrinal guidelines 
we’ve expressed in our Statement of Faith. These resources 
are intended to be downloaded and printed for use by 
the subscribing entity only and may not be electronically 
transferred to or duplicated by other non-subscribing 
entities. Any unauthorized reproduction of this material or 
incorporation into a new work is a direct violation of US 
copyright laws. ©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. 
252 Basics® and the 252 Basics® logo are trademarks of 
Orange and the reThink Group.

Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the NEW 
INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION®. Copyright © 1996, 
1998, 2014 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. 
Used by permission of Biblica.

Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW 
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide.

Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three 
persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. God is the Creator, so everything belongs to Him 
and is under His control. God is holy, so He is righteous, 
majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so 
He’s at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea 
compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% 
accurate, reliable, and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But 
everybody falls short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. 
In other words, everyone has sinned. As a result, we are 
all separated from Him, even though He wants an intimate 
relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, 
died, and rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation 
to all who believe in Jesus and accept Him as Savior—the 
only way to be forgiven and reconciled to God. Anyone who 
accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into God’s 
family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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Feet First 
Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 

John 13:1-17

I should treat others the way I 
want to be treated.

Humility—putting others first 
by giving up what you think you 

deserve.

“Don’t do anything only to get 
ahead. Don’t do it because you are 
proud. Instead, be humble. Value 
others more than yourselves.” 
Philippians 2:3, NIrV

I can put others first by  
serving them.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
For Leaders Only
Create the Environment

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Ideas for Early Arrivers
One Goes with the Other 

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
Opener
Worship
Bible Story
Prayer
Closer

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
“This Little Light” from Living Inside Out
“Generation for You” from Alive

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Silly Socks Service
All Washed Up
What’s Your Footprint?
Prayer

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
GodTime
Parent Cue
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GETTING READY

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

Early Arriver
• An offering container

One Goes with the Other 
•  Print the “One Goes with the Other Cards” Activity Pages on cardstock and cut 

apart; one set for each small group

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #3.

1. Silly Socks Service (application activity / review the Bible story / can be 
environment-wide) 
• Large adult socks; one pair for every 6-8 kids
• Bible marked at John 13

2. All Washed Up (application activity)
• Cornstarch 
•  Unscented or lightly scented liquid hand soap, body wash (nothing fancy; just 

simple gel body wash), or castile soap 
• Olive oil
• Food coloring (optional)
• For every 6 kids: 
 o  Combine 2 cups cornstarch, ¾ to 1 cup liquid soap (less for “thinner” 

soap, more for “thicker”), 3 tablespoons olive oil, and a few drops of 
food coloring (optional). 

 o Stir. (Dough will be a little crumbly.)
 o  Knead until the dough has a smooth, “Play-Doh®”-esque consistency. 

(If the  dough is still crumbly, add a little more oil or soap; if it’s sticky, 
add more cornstarch. Once it reaches a good consistency, place it in 
zippered sandwich baggies and set aside for SGLs.)

•  Note: If your environment allows, it would be fun to provide all the ingredients 
and let SGLs and kids make the dough together during Groups time. Also, if 
making your own dough is just not feasible, simply provide a few tubs of Play-
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Doh® for each group. Just make sure SGLs know that kids won’t be able to wash their hands with it!
• Zippered sandwich bags
• Optional: Wax paper or smooth placemats

* 3. What’s Your Footprint? (memory verse activity)
• Bibles
•  Print the “Service Footprint” Activity Page on colored or patterned paper and cut apart the strips; 5-6 strips for each kid
• Markers

Prayer
• The kids’ paper chains from “What’s Your Footprint” 
• Dry-erase board
• Dry-erase marker

Additional Resources:
• Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 
•  Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent Cue app. To find out more 

about these great resources, go to http://www.Studio252.tv/leaders. 
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SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask 
God to show kids some opportunities where they can put others first. Pray that your few would have hearts of humility, 
allowing them to serve others with eager attitudes.

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
WHAT YOU NEED: Offering container

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Invite the kids to place their offerings in the container.
• Ask the following questions:
 o  What’s the dirtiest chore/job you’ve ever had to do? (Clean out the litter box, take out the trash, change a 

diaper, clean the toilet, clean up a pet “mishap,” etc.)
 o What’s the dirtiest job you can think of?

2. ONE GOES WITH THE OTHER  
WHAT YOU NEED: “One Goes with the Other Cards” Activity Page

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Guide kids to sit in a circle. 
•  Give the stack of cards to one child. Guide her to pull a card from the stack (no peeking!) and then pass the stack around 

the circle, with each child taking a card (again, no peeking!).
• Lead the first child to show her card to the group and name the item. (“I have a dog.”)
•  The child to her right then shows his card and comes up with a way that his object can go with the first. (“A foot goes 

with a dog because dogs lick your feet.”) 
•  The third child then shows her card and says how her object goes with the second. (“A spoon goes with feet because you 

can pick up a spoon with your toes and eat.”) 
• The kids’ answers can be as sensible or silly as they choose!
• Play continues around the circle until the first child says how her item “goes with” the last. 
•  NOTE: Don’t force shy or reluctant children to participate; instead, invite them to choose other children to answer for 

them.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Some things just seem to go together, like (name one or two items that fit well together, like peanut butter and jelly or 
chocolate and milk). Others, like (name a “difficult” combination the kids drew) are a little harder to figure out! [Transition] 
In today’s story, Jesus put some things together in a way that didn’t make much sense at first. Let’s go to Large 
Group to learn more.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities 
and discussion questions.

1. SILLY SOCKS SERVICE (application activity / review the Bible story / can be environment-wide) 
WHAT YOU NEED: Large adult socks, Bible 

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Guide kids to get into groups of six to eight and line up at one end of your environment. 
• At the far end of your area, place a chair facing each team. 
• Direct the last child in line to be “It” and sit in his team’s chair. Give him a pair of socks to put on over his shoes.
• At your signal, the first child in line runs to the seated child, takes off both socks, and trades places with It.
• The original It then puts the socks on the new It, runs back to his team, and tags the next child in line. 
• Then that child goes down to the newly seated child and takes off the socks. 
• They trade places and the kid who’s now standing puts the socks on the seated child.
• The game continues until the original It is once again seated with the socks on. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“You did a great job serving each other by taking off the socks and putting them on. In today’s Bible story, how did Jesus 
serve His disciples? (He washed their feet.) What made Jesus’ service so surprising? (Servants usually washed feet, and 
Jesus wasn’t a servant.) 

“Jesus, the Son of God, the One who created everything you see, did the job of a servant and washed His disciples’ 
muddy, stinky feet! In today’s world that would be like Jesus cleaning your room, washing your clothes, taking out your 
trash, or even cleaning your toilet! 

“So why did Jesus act like a servant and wash His disciples’ feet? (He wanted to be an example; He wanted to show them 
that He wanted them to serve others like He served them.) Yes! (Open the Bible to John 13) Jesus said: “I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet. So you also should wash one another’s feet. I have given you an example. You should do 
as I have done for you” (John 13:14-15 NIrV). Just like Jesus served His disciples, He wants you to serve others and put 
them first. We can say it this way: [Bottom Line] I can put others first by serving them. 

“What are some ways you can put others first by serving them? (I can do my brother’s chores for him sometimes; I can do 
the job at school that no one wants to do; I can have a good attitude when my mom asks me to do a job I don’t like.) Great 
ideas! So remember, put others first by serving them. When you do, you show them an amazing picture of what Jesus is like 
and how much He loves them.” 

2. ALL WASHED UP (application activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: Prepared dough, zippered baggies, wax paper or placemats (optional)
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WHAT YOU DO: 
•  Give each kid a lump of dough. If you don’t have tables, distribute placemats or pieces of wax paper for the kids to  

work on. 
• Encourage each kid to sculpt something that represents one way they can put others first by serving them. 
• As kids create, briefly review the Bible story.
•  Encourage kids to take their soap dough home and, as they use it to wash their hands (yes, it works!), let it remind them 

of today’s Bible story. (To wash your hands with the soap dough, simply pinch off a very tiny piece and rub it on wet 
hands!)

Variation:
• Guide kids to get into teams of three or four.
• Give each team a lump of dough. 
•  Call up a player from each team and whisper a type of service to them. You might choose: feeding a pet, washing dishes, 

taking out the trash, folding clothes, or washing the car. 
• Guide the kids to return to their teams. At your signal, lead them to sculpt the given service within a set time. 
• Let each kid take home a small lump of dough as a reminder of the story. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Jesus deserved to be treated like a king. But instead of expecting others to serve Him, He served them: He healed 
people, taught them, and even washed their stinky, dirty feet! 

“Every day you can show humility by serving others, too. What are some ways that you can serve others? (Pause.) Yes! So 
whether you clean out the litter box, take out the trash, wash the dishes, brush your sister’s hair, or give up something YOU 
want so that you can help someone else, when you put others first by serving them, you show them an amazing picture of 
what Jesus is like and how much He loves them. So here’s the thing to remember: [Bottom Line] I can put others first by 
serving them.”

* 3. WHAT’S YOUR FOOTPRINT? (memory verse activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: Bibles, “Service Footprint” strips Activity Page, markers, tape

WHAT YOU DO: 
•  Give each child a Bible. Lead the kids to help each other look up this month’s memory verse using the tips below. Read 

the verse aloud together. 

Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible 
opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When they find the table of contents, lead them to find 
Philippians in the list under “New Testament.” When the kids find Philippians, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. 
Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find the book. Help the kids find the page. When they find Philippians, explain 
that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 2. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. 
Help them find verse 3 in chapter 2. 

•  Briefly unpack the concept of humility—putting others first by giving up what you think you deserve. 
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•  Invite kids to tell how Jesus showed humility in today’s story, and then encourage them to share how they can show 
humility by putting others first. 

•  Give each kid a set of “Service Footprint” strips and set out the markers. On each footprint, direct them to write or draw 
a way they can value others more than themselves by serving them, even if the service is something they don’t like to do. 
[Make It Personal] (Write or draw a few ways you will serve others. Include a way you can serve that goes beyond 
what you like to do.)

• Guide each kid to make their strips into a paper chain.
• Encourage kids to take their paper chains home as reminders to serve others as Jesus served His disciples.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“The last part of Philippians 2:3 says: Be humble. Value others more than yourselves (NIrV). What do you think that means? 
(Pause.) In today’s story, how did Jesus show humility and value others more than Himself? (Pause.) Yes! Jesus deserved to 
be treated like a king. But instead of acting like a king and expecting someone to wash His feet, He served His disciples 
and washed their feet! Every day you can find ways to show humility by serving others, too. (Encourage kids to share some 
of the ideas they put on their footprints.) 

“Why do you think God wants us to value others more than ourselves? (Pause.) Yes! When you put others first by serving 
them, you show them what Jesus is like and how much He loves them. So here’s the thing to remember: [Bottom Line] I 
can put others first by serving them.”

PRAY AND DISMISS
WHAT YOU NEED: The kids’ paper chains from “What’s Your Footprint?,” dry erase board, dry-erase marker

WHAT YOU DO:  
• Guide kids to gather around you. 
• Use the conversation below as a guide to lead kids into prayer.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Jesus—the Son of God, the King of the universe—got down on His hands and knees and did what a servant would 
normally do: He washed His disciples’ dirty, stinky, yucky feet! Jesus gave up what He deserved—having someone wash HIS 
feet—and washed His disciples’ feet instead. 

“Every day you can choose to give up what you deserve (write ‘deserve’ on the dry-erase board) and serve (erase the ‘de’ 
from ‘deserve’) others, too. You can take out the trash even if it’s not your job, you can brush your sister’s hair even if it 
means you won’t have time to play your video game, or you can do the dishes after supper instead of doing what  
you want. 

“Jesus said: “I have given you an example. You should do as I have done for you” (John 13:15, NIrV). Jesus wants you to 
choose to serve others and put them first, just like He chose to serve His disciples and put them first. We can say it this 
way: [Bottom Line] I can put others first by serving them. Let’s pray.” (Guide kids to hold their paper chains as you pray. 
Ask God to help the kids choose to value others by serving them.)

As adults arrive to pick up, encourage kids to use their paper chains to remind them to put others first by serving them. 
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