
READ 1 PETER 5:6

Have you ever been caught out in the rain without a hat or without an 
umbrella? The water messes up your hair, you get cold, and all your stuff 
gets wet. Pretty miserable, right?

When it rains, I bet the first thing you try and do is run and find somewhere 
dry to stand. Maybe, you find somewhere with a roof or awning to give 
you some shelter.

On the flip side, doesn’t it feel great when the rain falls, but you’re 
somewhere nice and warm and dry? Isn’t it relaxing to hear the raindrops 
on the roof? It’s a totally different experience, to say the least!

When you “put yourself under God’s mighty hand,” that means you’re 
choosing to live under His protection. It’s like you’re staying warm and 
dry through the storms of life. The storms still happen, but you’ve chosen 
to trust God and be humble enough to follow His bigger plan.

That’s what Jesus did. He trusted God’s plan, because He knew He had to 
die on the cross for our sins. He knew His mission was to put us first. And 
He knew He was going to come back to life and show everyone, once and 
for all, that God’s Big Story was true!

CHOOSE to trust God and stand under His protection. 

THINK ABOUT IT:
1.  What’s a storm you’ve recently been going through or that you’re 

going through right now?
2. What could it look like to trust God in the middle of that storm?
3.  How is it an act of humility to trust God in the middle of something 

tough? What does that show to other people?
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Being humble takes a lot of courage because being humble costs us 
something. When we put others first, that means we don’t get to have things 
our way. We don’t get to be the center of attention. We don’t even get the 
promise of a “thank you” in return.

But you know what? When Jesus put us first, it cost Him everything. We can 
look to Jesus’ example and see that He was humble enough to obey everything 
God asked Him to do—even when it meant going to die on the cross for the 
sins of the world. He gave His life because He LOVES us.

It was all about love. Jesus saw that there was a gap between us not-perfect 
people and our perfect God. We sin and our sin separates us from God. But 
God sent Jesus to build a bridge over the gap for us. When we trust in what 
Jesus did for us personally, we have the promise that God forgives our sins and 
that we can have a relationship with Him forever.

LET LOVE motivate you to put others first.

THINK ABOUT IT:
1.  Would you say love is always the reason you follow God and live the way 

He wants you to live? Why or why not?
2. Why is love the ultimate motivator for us to serve others?
3. How did Jesus prove that His actions came from His great LOVE for us?



READ 1 PETER 1:8

Does Easter feel like a celebration to you? The candy is great, of course, 
and everyone loves to dress up and take pictures and see family. But 
when you think about the reason for Easter, the story can seem a little 
dark. Don’t you think?

Easter only feels like a celebration when we know the full story.

Put yourself in the shoes of the disciples, the day after Jesus died. They 
thought it was all over. Their friend was gone! They had heard Him teach, 
and they had seen Him perform miracles with their own two eyes. But 
now it looked like everything He said about being the Son of God must 
not have been true after all.

So, when Jesus appeared to them and they knew He was ALIVE, it was the 
greatest news in the history of the world! Nothing could have surprised 
them more. We can look back, over 2,000 years later and see the whole 
picture. But for them, it was brand-new! Suddenly, they could see that 
Jesus was exactly who He said He was.

The reason we celebrate is because at Easter, Jesus rose from the dead 
and proved that it was all true! Because of what He did, we can know for 
sure that He’s God’s Son. We can have purpose and live for Him. And we 
can be filled with a glorious joy that can’t be put into words.

THINK about what Jesus did at Easter and why it really is a reason to 
celebrate!

THINK ABOUT IT:
1.  Why do you think it’s so important to our faith to know that Jesus rose 

from the dead?
2.  Why is important for us to remember the joy that the disciples must 

have felt when they understood for the first time?
3. Have you been able to experience that same joy this Easter season?

DAY 2 READ LUKE 9:48

Think about your class at school. There are probably some kids who seem 
cooler or more popular than others. Maybe the not-as-cool kids get picked 
on sometimes.

(Side note: It’s important for you to know that no one really feels like the 
“cool one.” Deep down, everyone wants to fit in.)

What about on your team, or in whatever other group you’re part of outside 
of school? Does the same thing happen there? Are there some people who 
seem super-popular or successful, and some who have a tougher time?

That’s the way we tend to see the people around us. And the disciples did 
the same thing—arguing about which one of them would be the “most 
important person” (the VIP). 

But Jesus actually turned all that upside down. He found a little kid standing 
nearby, and He told them that the little kid—the one who was considered 
least important, that no one was paying attention to—he was the most 
important!

SHOW love to the ones who may not seem like VIPs because Jesus sure thinks 
they are!

THINK ABOUT IT:
1.  Why do you think Jesus singled out a little kid to make His point? How do you 

think the disciples reacted?
2.  In your class, or on your team, how can you make everyone feel like a VIP? 

Who do you need to reach out to?
3. Has someone ever reached out to you when you didn’t feel like a VIP?
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