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   During the week of October 8th our church’s 
moderator, Tim Hiller, and I sent by letter or e-
mail to our church’s members and friends an an-
nouncement about my intention to retire as pas-
tor of HCC in September of 2018.  In this Pastor’s 
Corner I want to share major excerpts from that 

letter, especially for anyone who hasn’t had a chance to see it. 
   “Kurt began the conversation about retirement with Rev. Dr. Campbell Lovett and 
me (Tim) last spring.  Given the length of Kurt’s time with us, Campbell recommend-
ed that once he decided on the time of his departure Kurt should give us considerably 
more notice than the three months required by his terms of call.  That’s why we’re 
writing to you now, almost a year in advance. 
   “We’ve learned that there are various models for managing a leadership transition 
after a long-term pastorate.  In consultation with Rev. Dr. Lovett, our Council will 
work to identify and put into place the one we think can best help us move into a 
time of smooth and productive transition to the new pastoral leadership that we’ll 
need . . . 
   “Kurt says, ‘It’s been a great honor and joy to serve as HCC’s pastor these past 
twenty years.  Our time together seems to have flown by.  To my mind and heart, 
that’s a powerful testimony to the wonderful care and friendship you all have extend-
ed to me and to my family during our decades with you.  But the time has come for 
me to move on and for fresh leadership in my position to be welcomed.  I’m fully con-
fident that by God’s amazing grace and with the allure of your loving and generous 
life together, a new pastor will be led to you who will lead HCC into exciting adven-
tures in ministry that I probably can’t even imagine.  In the meantime, I’ll be fully 
active and engaged in doing everything I can to make this time of transition, as Tim 
said above, a smooth and productive one- one that will pave the way for a beautiful 
welcome and embrace of whoever the new pastor will be.  I urge you all to be fully 
involved in our ministry in these months ahead as we plan and prepare for that day.  
My prayer is that rest of our time together until September will be a uniquely vital 
and energizing one for all of us.’ 
   “Our Council will host a gathering after worship on Sunday, November 19th, to 
which everyone is invited.  We will be joined by our Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. 
Lovett, and it will be a time to share any initial feelings or questions any of us may 
have about the transition ahead.  The Council will share more about our plans for it 
and how everyone can be involved in them.  
   “Above all and along the whole way, we’ll keep celebrating the God who has been 
our help in ages past, the God who is still speaking to us, and the God who will keep 
inspiring us, in the words of our covenant, with “love for truth, passion for righteous-
ness, and enthusiasm for service!” 
   I do hope you’ll be able to attend the meeting after worship on the 19th.  It will be 
a fine time for me to express again my appreciation to you for the years of ministry 
we’ve shared and for us to start the process that will enable our church to identify 
and welcome a new pastor who will help lead HCC into the next chapter of the min-
istry to which we are called.  The God who has been our help in ages past and who 
is our hope for years to come will make sure of it! 
 
                Your grateful partner in ministry, 
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A Special Invitation from Joe and GLUNA 
 

   Our church’s great friend, Joe Hess, has long been involved with the Greater Lansing United Nations Associa-
tion (GLUNA), serving as its president for many years.  He is still very active in it and has a significant invitation 
from GLUNA that he’s extending to our congregation.   
 

   The Association is aware that from the United Church of Christ’s beginnings in the late 1950s, our denomina-
tion has been very supportive of the mission of the United Nations as an official affiliate of the UN.  GLUNA is 
therefore inviting us as a local UCC church to become an Organizational Affiliate of theirs.  In their official letter 
of invitation they describe what this affiliation would mean in terms of both benefits and responsibilities.   
 

“Benefits to your organization could include: 
1. Announcement of your events, when requested, to over 200 community members through our online 3-mail lists 

and to an even larger audience on our Facebook page. 
 

2. Be listed as an affiliate organization on our chapter website. 
 

3. Include link on our website to our organization’s website with a short description of your mission/work. 
 

4. Occasional e-mail announcements about upcoming community events of mutual interest. 
 

5. New opportunities for advocacy for the mission of the UN in promoting world peace, aid for children and refu-
gees, UN peacekeeping, and reducing the threat of nuclear and other destabilizing armaments. 

 

6. The option of joining the national United Nations Association as a supporting member organization to demon-
strate commitment to promoting world peace. 

 

7. Be recognized as a supporter of United Nations goals and projects at UNA chapter programs. 
 

“As an Organizational Affiliate of GLUNA, you would agree to: 
1. Announce our program events in your e-mail and print newsletters and bulletins.  We would suggest the text to 

insert, and you could re-word if desired.  Acceptance of each request is at your discretion. 
 

2. Encourage your members to attend UN-related events and join the UN Association. 
 

3. The option to receive and distribute our quarterly electronic newsletters. 
 

4. List the Greater Lansing UNA chapter as one of your affiliate organizations. 
 

5. Other possible collaborations include co-planning and/or co-sponsoring, including financial support. 
 

6. Our UNA chapter could provide informational articles about special United Nations-designated commemora-
tions such as International Day of Peace, Human Rights Day, International Women’s Day, and others that spe-
cifically relate to your organization’s interests and goals.” 

In considering all of this, our Church Council will very much appreciate any feedback any of our members would 
like to give in response to the invitation.  If you have thoughts you’d like to share, please contact our church’s mod-
erator, Tim Hiller, any Council member, or Pastor Kurt.  Thanks very much for your consideration!   

Help with our Blood Drives 
 
   In this newsletter’s Commendations section you’ll see one to Nancy and Paul White in 
recognition of their ten years of dedicated service in doing the takedown of the Friday Red 
Cross blood drives that we host as well as the re-setting of our sanctuary chairs for each fol-
lowing Sunday.  It’s another of the many behind-the-scenes contributions that the Whites 
have made and continue to make to our church’s ministry and for which we heartily thank 

them.  It’s one, though, that the time has come for them to let go, so we’re asking for new folks who are willing to take over 
this particular job.   
   We host the blood drives every six weeks and they go from noon to 5:45 or so.  The Red Cross workers begin packing up 
and clearing out their equipment around 6 o’clock and the initial takedown tasks for our volunteer(s) involve putting away 
the church’s tables and chairs and doing some general clean up.  After that the sanctuary chairs which have been pushed 
forward have to be pulled back, a task that can often wait until Saturday morning, if it’s more convenient.  The Whites 
will be happy to fill you in or more of the details and can actually show you what’s involved on the evening of November 
17th, the date of our next blood drive and the last one for which they’ll be doing the takedown.  
   If we have a larger group of volunteers who are willing to do this job, we could develop several teams of two so that no 
one team would be responsible for every drive.  If you’re interested in helping out with this, contact Pastor Kurt or get in 
touch with Beverly in our church office.  Thanks for considering it! 
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W e hold regular In-
quirer's Meetings 

for those who are interested in 
learning more about our church.  
The next Inquirer's meeting will 
be offered on Sunday, Novem-
ber 19th at 3pm in our church 
library.  

The meetings are led by 
Pastor Kurt Kirchoff and offer a 
general overview of life and mem-
bership at HCC and our denomi-
nation, the United Church of 
Christ.  They're purely informa-
tional and are designed to last 
between 60 and 90 minutes de-
pending on the number of people 
who attend.  If you'd like to learn 
more about our congregation in 
that kind of setting, please know 
that we'd love for you to come. 

    Many thanks to the members 
of the HCC Choir for their dedi-
cation to this group.  It is so en-
joyable to make music with them 
each week.  We had the added 
services of Sarah Buchholz, 
Gwen Dease, Alex Riley and 
Griffin Doran in October and we 
thank them for adding to our 
anthems. 
 
     We are already looking for-
ward to our Christmas music, 
planning a Song Fest for the ser-
vice on December 17th and a 
new composition by our own 
Mike Eberlein and Barbara 
Freeman which will debut on 
Christmas Eve. 

Food Pantry Volunteer Requests 
 
Server - Volunteers are needed to serve food pantry re-
cipients for one or two hours weekly on Monday or Friday. 
Training provided. Contact Ruth Linnemann 
at rlinnemann3@aol.com or 339-6138 if interested 
 

Store Order Pick-up Team Member - After ten years of picking 
up food and personal needs items from local stores, Betsy McLernon needs to 
step away from the role because of family responsibilities. We need people 
who are willing to pick up orders from Meijer and the DollarTree one or two 
times a month.  The exact day of pick up will be determined by the new team 
members working with the person who orders the food.The pick up requires 
having a vehicle that can transport up to 500 lbs of boxed or canned 
food  and being able to lift the items to load and unload. Contact Mary Tre-
bilcock,  339-3974 or trebilco.john@att.net 

Fall Cleanup Time 

T he following date is scheduled for the fall cleanup of 
our church’s grounds: 

    Sunday, December 10th, 11am-1pm  
 

     On this Sunday feel free to wear work clothes to wor-
ship for our work outside afterwards.  Bring rakes, tarps, 
gloves, and pruning tools, too, as we’ll plan if the leaves 
have fallen to prune some trees and bushes. 
      We also need: 1) a small utility trailer to help with leaf removal and, 2) a 
place to mulch the leaves.  Please contact me if you can help with either of those 
items. 
 

 
 
   It’s time for our congregation’s annual Thanksgiving Food Drive in special 
support of our food pantry ministry.  We’re all encouraged to bring donations 
for our pantry on any of the Sundays of November 5th, 12th, and 19th.  The 
big wooden box in which we usually gather our pantry contributions will be 
moved nearer to the north doors of the sanctuary and you can put your 
Thanksgiving Food Drive contributions into it.  The items we can especially 
use this year (particularly the bolded ones) are listed below.  Thanks very 
much for your help! 
 
Canned Fruits  Jam, Jelly                     
Stove Top Dressing  Spaghetti O’s/Ravioli, both with meat         
Macaroni & Cheese Brownie  mix 
Tuna    Taco Dinners                                               
Instant Flavored Oatmeal Hot Chocolate Mix                 
Vegetable Soup  Chicken Broth  
Bean with Bacon Soup Spaghetti (white) 
Oil 
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Thanks to theseindivid-
uals who have recently 
served the church in  
special ways: 

 To Betsy McLernon for her ten years of dedicated 
service in picking up food and personal needs items 
from local stores for distribution to the folks who 
come to our food pantry for help.  

 To Paul and Nancy White for their ten years of 
dedicated service in doing the takedown of the Fri-
day Red Cross blood drives that we host as well as 
the re-setting of our sanctuary chairs for each fol-
lowing Sunday. 

 To Sally and Mark Garrod for the very generous 
gifts of time, talent, and treasure that they’ve given 
to fill our Memorial Garden with plants that are 
native to Michigan.  If you haven’t had a chance to 
take a good look at the Garden which is outside the 
west wall of our sanctuary, please do so.  You’ll see 
that it includes a Monarch butterfly sanctuary!  

 To Shari Anderson for gathering up the debris 
from our church’s property that was left by the big 
storm on October 7th. 

 To Jim Durr, Cindy Brown, and the volunteers 
they’ve gathered who are now doing the Weekend 
Survival Kits program to help children in Haslett 
who are at risk of hunger on the weekends. 

 To Susan Turney for the splendid work she did in 
publicizing and getting media coverage for our Solar 
Open House and Forum. 

 To Jean Hess, Kyle Carnes, Aly Homminga, 
Tim Hiller, and Graham Riley for the MYCP 
Minutes for Mission that they presented in worship 
and to Glen Dudasik for the MYCP testimony that 
he provided in our September newsletter. 

 To all those who contributed to the special of-
ferings for hurricane victims that we gathered 
throughout the month of September. 

 To all those who walked in this year’s CROP 
Walk and/or who supported our walkers with 
financial pledges. 

 To Kirk Riley for serving again this year as our 
CROP Walk leader. 

 To John and Mary Trebilcock for preparing a 
display of gift study Bibles which are in memory of 
George Swanson. Praying that these are taken and 
used by many people! What a lovely gift for all!  

 Bob Heisler for driving youth to Grand Rapids for 
Craigs Cruisers event. 

Members and friends in need 
of our special attention and 

prayers include:  

 Saundra Porter, Emma Riley, and Alex Riley 
as they mourn the recent accidental death of their 
19-year old nephew and cousin, Nathan 

 Nick McKenzie and his wife, Lacey, as they cope 
with the northern California wildfires that have 
threatened their places of home and work. 

 Irma Henner as she continues to receive hospice 
care. 

 Kevin Harris as he continues to recover from ill-
ness. 

 Tom Musolf as he continues to recover from a re-
cent fall. 

 Karen Klein as her immune system continues to 
recover from the successful stem cell transplant 
that she recently received to improve her chances 
that the cancer from which she’s now in full remis-
sion will never come back! 

 Irmie Neils as she's back home after a time in the 
hospital for treatment of some heart ailments.  

 Kristin Kildea, Karen Amachree, Stephanie & 
Dan Bollman, Saundra Porter and Sally 
Heisler for helping with the youth CROP walk. 

 Stefanie Zin, Alex Riley and Griffin Doran for 
helping with Sunday School in October. 

 Lee and Lil Dudasik for reading scripture during 
our blessing of the animals service. 

 Julie Wood, Kelly Hammerle and Stephanie 
Shawanibin for driving to pick pumpkins.  

 Karla & Glen Dudasik for donating the straw for 
our scarecrow building event (and letting us use 
their trailer for pumpkins).  

 Betty Robinson, Julie Wood, Sandy Corder, 
Donna Donovan, Julia Sleeper and Stephanie 
Bollman for helping paint pumpkins.  
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B elow is the list of those scheduled to serve in the 
different roles that will help to provide our 

church’s Happy Heart welcome for each of the Sundays in 
November.  If you end up working out a switch or a sub-
stitution, please let Pastor Kurt or Pastor Erin know at 
your earliest convenience.   

 
November 5th  
   Greeters: Tom & Mary Nelson 
   Ushers: Mike & Sue Johnston 
   Sound Tech: Ron Rowe 
   Scripture Reader: Don Flagg 
   Coffee Hosts: Ron & Cathy Rowe 
 

November 12th 
   Greeters: June Peabody & Irmie Neils 
   Ushers: Patrick Homminga & Deb Farrell 
   Sound Tech: Patrick Homminga 
   Scripture Reader: Dudasik Family 
   Coffee Hosts: Angie & Jerry Wilson 
 

November 19th 
   Greeters: Rich & Liz Newport 
   Ushers: Sue & Mike Johnston 
   Sound Tech: Rich Newport 
   Scripture Reader: Cheryl Edwards 
   Coffee Hosts: volunteers still needed 
 

November 26th  
  Greeters: Don & Joanne Ricks 
  Ushers: Dave & Helen Jones 
   Sound Tech: Helen Jones 
   Scripture Reader: Kathy Swearingen 
   Coffee Hosts: Monique Jost & Betty Robinson 

Our Welcoming Teams  
for November 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here’s a quick heads-up that this year our congrega-
tion’s Annual Meeting will be held after worship on 
Sunday, December 3rd.  We remember that the an-
nual meeting is one of the primary privileges and re-
sponsibilities we’ve been given in the tradition of self-
governance that’s such a vital part of our inheritance 
in the United Church of Christ.  We encourage all of 
our members to attend and, as always, friends of our 
congregation are welcome, too.  Refreshments and 
child care will be provided. 

 

A BRIEF (and Socks)  

Request 
      The Mission Outreach Committee has a “brief” re-
quest to get a jump start on the Christmas Giving 
Project. We need packages of socks and underwear 
that will be gifts for children in the Christmas project 
families.  

     For boys, boxers are best of sizes boys’ large or 
mens’ small, medium or large (yes, men’s sizes). 

     For boys, ankle socks are OK but more hope that 
no-show soxes show up.  

     For girls, no-show or colorful knee socks are a hit; 
there is NO need for girl undies as we have a big in-
ventory from past donations. 

     The collection will continue through the month of  
November. Please bring undies or socks as a pre-
Christmas offering for our Christmas families.  

A little “God Moment” 
 
        On Sunday, October 15th, Pastor Kurt spoke dur-
ing of his intention to retire.  This was not easy news, 
and as I got ready to play the Prelude for the morning I 
really wished I had chosen music that would be more 
comforting or familiar to folks.  But I had chosen #602 
in the hymnal, and watched the music closely while I 
played (jazz chords are more complex).  But later when 
I looked at the words of the refrain, they were: 
  

 Savior God above, God almighty, God of love, 
  Please look down and see (our) people through. 

 
God has, and will “see us through”.   Barbara Freeman 
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Remember 
Our Prayer 

Chain  
It's always available to you.  

Pass on any prayer request you 
may have to Kurt Kirchoff in per-
son, or at 339-8383, ext. 11, or by 
e-mail at pastorkurt53@att.net.  
He'll share it with the others who 
are now in the chain who will then 
also hold you in prayer.  Remem-
ber, too, that this ministry is al-
ways open to everyone. Just let 
Kurt know, if you'd like to join it. 

 

For Those 
in Need 

 
      A s  c o l d e r 

months will soon be upon us, our 
friends at St. Luke Lutheran 
Church in Haslett invite us to 
again donate new or “gently used” 
winter outer apparel for distribu-
tion through their Coat Bank to 
those in need in our community. 
They have ongoing need for plus 
sized coats from 2x to 5x for both 
men and women. They also often 
run short on coats for school-aged 
children sizes  7-16 for boys and 
girls as well as boots & hats for all 
ages. Another frequent need is for 
waterproof winter gloves/mittens 
for school-aged children. Dona-
tions can be brought here to HCC 
and put in our big wooden food 
pantry box in Friendship Hall. We 
will make sure to get them to St. 
Luke.      Thank you!   

     All women  of the congrega-
tion are invited to join in the fun 
and fellowship at the next  Wom-
en’s Coffee to be held on Tues-
day, November 7th, at 10am. 
We are still in need of a host-
ess for this month’s gathering.  
Please consider signing up for this 
month or any month on the kiosk 
in Friendship Hall.  If you have 
not been to this get-together be-
fore, think about coming. The con-
versations are delightful. 

    On behalf of the original “Late 
Bloomers” gardening group of 
HCC, I would like to express my 
gratitude to gardeners Sally Gar-
rod, Stephanie Bollmann and 
Mark Garrod for their outstand-
ing work and contributions of time 
and PLANTS to the HCC Memori-
al Garden.  It is both beautiful 
and calming to the soul (all our 
souls).  Thank you so much! 
       In addition many folks have 
contributed their time, expertise 
and plants to other gardens around 
the church.  Moving south then east 
from the Memorial Garden, many 
thanks to Liz and Rich Newport, 
Linda Peet and Nancy and Dave 
Ferguson for their ongoing care of 
the gardens along our church’s 
south side.  
       Thanks also go to Mary Trebil-
cock, Mary Nelson, Diane Robinson 
and Kelly Flagg for the “loving eye” 
they keep on our plantings all 
around the churchyard. 
 
Thanks from all of us at HCC! 

 

 

 

Coming up Friday,  

November 19 

 12noon – 6:00pm 

Please consider giving!!! 

 
A New  

Address  
for the 

Fredericks 
 

   Bob and Clare Frederick have 
now moved into an apartment 
at Burcham Hills.  Their new 
address is 2700 Burcham Drive, 
Apartment #453, East Lansing, 
MI  48823.  They gladly wel-
come visitors to their new place! 

A  Thanksgiving 
 Invitation 

 
 If you’re looking for 
company for your 
Thanksgiving Day 
celebration this year, 
Shari Anderson in-
vites you to join her 
at the church for a potluck meal 
around the big table in Fellow-
ship Hall in the mid- or late after-
noon on November 23rd.  Shari 
will do all the setup and cleanup.  
You'd just need to bring yourself 
and some food to share. If you’re 
interested, give Shari a call  at 
721-1162 or e-mail her at          
toddcheyenne.sa@gmail.com to 
discuss the details. 
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Knitters, Crocheters, and  
Wannabes 

 
       The next meeting of the Knit-
ters, Crocheters, and    Wannabes 
will be on Sunday, November 
5th. We will meet right after wor-
ship in the Library.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   The various groups sponsored by 
our Spiritual Life Committee are 
described below.  They help us to 
reflect on and grow in our spiritual 
life as well as foster closer ties be-
tween us. Our committee’s members, 
Donna Ellis, Barbara Freeman, 
Becky Leefers, Don Ricks, Katie Ri-
ley, and Mary Trebilcock invite and 
encourage you to take advantage of 
as many of these offerings as you 
can.  As always, please feel free to 
contact any of us with questions you 
might have or with your ideas for 
other groups or events that we might 
sponsor.     
 
   Coffee with Jesus: This group 
meets after worship usually on the 
third Sunday of each month during 
the school year with this month’s 
meeting scheduled for Sunday, 
November 19th at 11:15am in the 
church library.  The books Coffee 
with Jesus by Dan Wilkie 
and Days of Awe and 
Wonder by Marcus Borg 
are helping to stimulate 
this year’s discussions 
and both are available at Schuler’s 
in Okemos.  All are welcome even if 
you’ve  never attended be-
fore.  Kathy Swearingen facilitates 
the group and if you have questions 
you can contact Kathy at her e-
mail: hkswear@gmail.com.  
 
   Life Stories, God Stories: Pas-
tor Kurt Kirchoff leads this group 
around 11:15am usually on the last 
Sunday of each month with this 
month’s meeting scheduled for Sun-
day, November 26th.   It meets at 
the front of the sanctuary and the 
discussions in it are always infor-
mal and wide-ranging.  They begin 
with questions that relate to basic 
aspects of our life stories and how 

those connect to our relationship 
with God.  From there they take off 
as the Spirit moves!  Come and give 
it a try.  Contact Pastor Kurt 
Kirchoff (339-8383, ext.11 or pas-
torkurt53@att.net) with any ques-
tions you have.  
 
   Current Events in Christian 
Context: This group meets usually 
on the first Sunday of each month 
after worship at around 11:15am 
and on the third Sunday of the 
month at 7pm.  The first meeting in 
November will be on Sunday, the 
5th.  It will continue this year’s 
first Sunday of the month focus 
which is on the theme of Life the 
Remix: Promise and Peril.  These 
discussions are taking as their point 
of departure the 
fact that in recent 
years scientists 
have made enor-
mous strides in un-
derstanding the 
genetic structures of just about eve-
rything on our planet and, even 
more significantly, in our ability to 
alter those structures for our pur-
poses.  These advances hold out 
both the promise of great good and 
the possibility of awful catastrophe 
depending on how we use our new-
found powers.  Many scientists on 
the leading edge of these develop-
ments realize how crucial it is to 
have broad public understanding 
and discussion of the issues they 
raise. This year our Current Events 
group is aiming to make our Chris-
tian contribution to that effort.   
   This year’s meetings on the third 
Sunday of each month are again 
featuring a Social Issues film series.  
Each film is meant to help stimu-
late further reflection and conversa-
tion on issues related to Life the 
Remix or to other social or political 
challenges of our time.  November’s 
film, Tricked, focuses on the scourge 
of sex trafficking and will be shown 
on Sunday, the 19th, at 7pm.  Di-
rect any questions you might have 
to Pastor Kurt. 

 
   Faith and Film: Pastor Kurt 
greatly enjoys leading this group too 
which meets monthly through April 
at 7pm on a Friday night to watch 
and discuss films through questions 
that can be raised and illuminated 
by our Christian faith.  The series 
continues this month on the Fri-
day, Nov. 17th with the 2013 film, 
Nebraska, directed by 
Alexander Payne and 
starring Bruce Dern, 
Will Foote, and June 
Squibb.  Rated R, it’s 
115 minutes long.  With humor and 
poignancy it makes us wonder how 
far a son’s love for his aging and 
difficult father will and should go.  
As always, popcorn and soft drinks 
are provided for the viewings which 
will be either in the back of the 
sanctuary or in Friendship Hall on 
our new 60” high-definition televi-
sion.    
    
    Men’s Group:  The Men’s Group 
is meeting regularly again this year 
for breakfasts, barbecues, and fish-
ing trips up north.  Dave Vietti 
serves as the faithful facilitator of it 
and he gladly lets anyone who’s in-
terested know of the events as 
they’re being planned.  You can con-
tact him at 339-5731 or at viet-
ti@msu.edu to be included on the 
email list or to ask any questions.    
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GET INVOLVED - SAVE THE DATES 

 

 

Many kinds of help are needed to carry out the Christ-
mas Giving Project.  It’s a great way to help families in 
need and meet others in the congregation.  Watch for 
the volunteer opportunities form in upcoming Sunday 
bulletins and in the December newsletter. 
 

Dates for your calendar: 
 

Tuesday 12/19 - Packing night 
 

Wednesday 12/20 - Merge gifts with food & 
Home Shoppe Set-Up 

 

Thursday 12/21 - Distribution 
 

Contact Ruth Linnemann at rlinnemann3@aol.com 
or 339-6138 for more information. 

The Mission Outreach Committee will again need 500 + copy paper sized boxes (approximately 11.5”W x 17.5”D x 
8.75”H) for packing heavy groceries, produce, and other items distributed in our annual Christmas Giving Project. 
Bring the boxes to church at ANY time, the sooner the better. If you have access to boxes and need assistance 
transporting them or have questions, please call Rich Baumgatner at 339-0948 or Jim Durr at 574-9491.    
 
Gently used household items will be available for our Christmas families.  In high demand are dishes, pots and 
pans, odds & ends of silverware, glasses, cooking utensils, dish towels, bath towels, sheets and bedding. Also popu-
lar are children’s useable toys, games, and books.  
 
Again for 2017 we will not have space for clothing.  Please do NOT bring used clothing. 
 
Please consider setting aside any of these items to hold until mid- December when you may bring them to the 
church.    Questions?   Call Mary Trebilcock at 339-3974 or Sylvia Davis at 643-0076. 

Santa’s Helpers Needed for the  
Christmas Giving Project 

 

Christmas Family Interviewer 
 

We need someone willing to complete phone inter-
views with 6 to 8 of the families registered for the 
Christmas Giving Project to determine the gift re-
quests for the children. Instructions and written 
format provided. Interviews need to be completed 
between November 4 - 17. Contact Ruth Linne-
mann at 339-6138 or rlinnemann3@aol.com if in-
terested. 

STOCKING STUFFERS for Christmas Giving 

Fun, small “stocking stuffer” gifts are requested for children ages two to teens. Useful 
items for girls include hair accessories, combs, nail polish, emery boards, and bubble bath or 
bath gel. For both boys and girls: books, notepads, crayons, colored pencils, chalk,  small 
games, and decks of cards or $5 gift cards from Subway, Culvers, Meijer or Target. Items es-
pecially for boys might include matchbox cars, action figures, jerky stick, and gum. Donations 
do not need to be wrapped and can be left any time at our Food Pantry marked for Christmas 
Giving. Any questions – call Kelly Flagg at 256-8392.  
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The Christmas Giving Project, organized by the Mission Outreach Committee provides gifts and 
food for needy families of the Haslett School district. The Gift Board consists of gift requests for 
children identified through interviews with parents in the families that we will be assisting 
through our Christmas Giving Project. Each child receives up to four gifts. Each gift is on a sep-
arate card. The Holiday Gift Board will be available on Sunday, November 12th. 

You are encouraged to participate in this joyful giving event. It is easy and fun to contribute:  

1. Select card(s) from the Gift Board. 

2. Purchase and wrap the gift(s). 

3. Secure the card to the outside of the wrapped gift. It is our only way to 
know which family and which child is the recipient of the gift. 

4. Return the gift(s) to Church with the card securely attached to the gift(s) by 
Wednesday, December 13th. 

 

DON’T KNOW WHAT TO BUY??? NO TIME TO SHOP??? 
 

Your cash donations are cheerfully accepted for purchasing items from our Holiday Gift board, 
especially jeans, socks, and underwear. In addition, cash will be used to buy needed foodstuffs 
through the Greater Lansing Food Bank and retail groceries during sales. Look for envelopes 
marked CA$H for this purpose on the board. Please make your check payable to Haslett Com-
munity Church and put “Christmas Giving Project” on the check memo line.  Place the envelope 
in the offering plate or turn it into the Church Office. 
 

We are blessed again to be the recipients of the Holiday Simply 
Give campaign at the Okemos Meijer.  It runs from November 
5th until December 30th.  If you want to effectively triple your 

donation simply purchase the cards December 8th & 9th at the 
Okemos Meijer and they will Double Match your donation. 

 
The Mission Outreach  

Committee 
appreciates all of your  

support and  
participation in assisting  
those who are in are in  

need in this Season of Giving! 
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Thanksgiving Dinner 
 
    Our annual Thanksgiving Dinner at 
HCC is a wonderful event.  This year 
the date is set for Sunday,      Novem-
ber 12th at noon.  There will be lots of 

traditional turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing, rolls and 
drinks provided by the Social Committee.  The extra 
twist of flavor and personal touch come from you when 
you bring your dish to pass, large enough to serve 
twelve people. The cost is $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for 
ages 12 and under. There will be special entertainment 
you won't want to miss, soon to be announced! Please 
sign up on the Social Committee board so we know how 
many turkeys to prepare.  Bring all of your family, 
mom, dad, grandma, grandpa, college students, little 
ones, neighbors, people from out of town, the person 
next to you in church.... and we will give thanks togeth-
er for all we have. 

Hanging of the Greens 

DATE CHANGE —       
Sunday, December 3 

   You are invited to bring the spirit of 
Advent to Haslett Community Church at Hanging of 
the Greens on Sunday, December 3rd 4:00 p.m. We 
will make and hang wreaths for the windows of the 
church. The youth will decorate the tree in the sanctu-
ary and the youth room downstairs. There will be a 
crafty Christmas activity for all the young ones. Bring 
the whole family and some friends, too, for a night of 
gathering to prepare our church for the Advent and 
Christmas seasons. There will be a soup supper and 
brief worship service to center ourselves for this won-
derful time in our lives together. We need lots of hands 
to create over 25 wreaths! If possible, please bring 
gloves and clippers. Please sign up on the Social Com-
mittee kiosk for Hanging of the Greens. 

 

 HCC Annual Ski Trip       
Informational Meeting 

We will be having an informational 
meeting on November 5th right after 

our worship service for details about the trip. If you 
have questions before then, please contact Kim Carnes 
at 331-3586 or Karla Hiller at 230-9109.  

 

 Holiday Folk Dancing Party - Dec 9 
 

Saturday, December 9 from 1:30 to 
3:00 pm at HCC Friendship Hall 
No cost. Minimum age 16 years and 
older. For the Ladies and the Gents!  
Minimum 8/Maximum 12 Dancers 
 

Share in community through ethnic 
dances of France, Greece and other countries.  No spe-
cial skills needed.  If you can walk, you can dance!  
We’ll have International Teas and Holiday Treats.  
Wear comfortable clothes and shoes without a rubber 
sole.  
 

Contact your host Roberta Otten at 339-0905 with 
any questions 

  Fall Bonfire - Nov. 4  
 

Join Russ and Lynn Wilson for an even-
ing under the stars., from 5-9pm on  Sat-
urday, November 4th, at their home at 
408 Shoesmith Rd. Haslett.  No cost and 
everyone is invited.  
 

Drop by for a fall bonfire.  We’ll have hot 
dogs, chips, lemonade and s’mores.  Bring a dish to 
share or just stop by.  (BYOB if desired).  Bring a lawn 
chair.   Please sign up by November 2.  If there is a con-
flict with MSU football, the game will be on the radio!  
If you have any questions please contact your hosts at 
517-243-0065 or lynnwilson0813@gamil.com 

Dusty’s Wine Tasting - Nov 11 
 

Join your hosts, Kirk and Katie Riley at 
Dusty’s Cellar in Okemos on Saturday, No-
vember 11 at 3:00 pm.  Minimum number is 
10 people. The cost is $20 per person and 
need to be at least 21 years of age 
 

Dusty’s offers a walk-around tasting session with 6-8 
wines and a couple of appetizers.  Come pick out your 
favorites for the holidays; for gifts or to serve at your 
holiday meals.  Please sign up before as numbers are 
needed ahead of time.  If any questions please contact 
Katie riley 517-896-3145 or kriley@eatonresa.org 

*********************

*********************
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 1 
 

10am -  
Bagel team 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

7pm – Choir 
 

7pm –Venture 
Scouts 

2 
 

9:15am  
Boot Camp 
 

7pm  
Women’s Club 
 

7:30pm – AA  
 

8pm-HCC Band 

3 
 

7:30am – Yoga 
 

6pm – 
Parents Group 
 
8pm –  
HS Overnight 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 

4 
 

7am – 
Gideons 

5   Daylight Savings Time 
 

10am -  
Worship; Church school 
 

11:15am – Children’s Choir 
 

11:15am – Current Events 
 

11:15am – Knitters,  
Crocheters & Wannabes 
 

11:15am – Ski Trip meeting 
 

5-6:30pm – MS Youth 
 

7-9pm – HS Youth 
 

6:30pm – Gracewood 

6         
 

7:30am - Yoga 
 

9:15am - Boot Camp 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

2:30pm-Youth Study Hours 
 

6:30pm – Moms in Touch 
 

7pm – Mission Outreach 
 

7pm – Boy Scouts 
 

7 
 
 

VOTING  - 
ALL DAY 
 

10am 
Womens Coffee 
 

7pm - Youth 
Chick-Fil-A night 
 

7pm 
Social comm mtg 

8 
 

10am - Bagel team 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

7pm – Choir 
 

7pm –Venture 
Scouts 

9 
 

9:15am  
Boot Camp 
 

7pm - Finance 
Comm Mtg 
 

7:30pm – AA  
 

10 
 

7:30am – Yoga 
 

6pm – 
Parents Group 

11 
 

7am – 
Gideons 
 

9:30-1:30pm –  
GS Food 
Drive 
 

3pm – PAP 
Dusty’s Wine 
Tasting 

12    THANKSGIVING 
DINNER 

10am -  
Worship; Church School  
 

12noon – 
THANKSGIVING DINNER 
 

3:30pm – Wolf Den mtg 
 

5-6:30pm – MS Youth 
 

7-9pm – HS Youth 
 

6:30pm – Gracewood 

13 
 

7:30am - Yoga 
 

9:15am - Boot Camp 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

2:30pm-Youth Study Hours 
 

6:30pm – Moms in Touch 
 

7pm - Youth Ministry 
 

7pm – Green Team 
 

7pm – Boy Scouts  

14 
 

7:15pm 
Church Council 
 

15 
 

8am - Newsletter 
items due 
 

10am - Bagel team 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

6pm –  
11th grade dinner 
 

7pm – Choir 
 

7pm –Venture 
Scouts 

16 
 

9:15am 
Boot Camp 
 

9:30-1:30pm 
Ingham Co 
Home Assoc 
room use 
 

7pm – Youth 
Culver’s night 
 

7:30pm – AA 
 

8pm-HCC Band 

17 
 

7:30am – Yoga 
 

12-6pm 
Red Cross 
Blood Drive 
 

7pm – 
Parents Group 
 

7pm –  
Faith & Film 
“Nebraska” 

18 
 

7am – 
Gideons 

19    CONGREGATIONAL    
MEETING 

10am -  
Worship; Church School  
 

11:15am – Congregational 
meeting 
 

11:15am – Coffee w/Jesus 
 

3pm – Inquirers meeting  
 

5-6:30pm – MS Youth 
 

7-9pm – HS Youth 
 

6:30pm – Gracewood 
 

7pm – SI Film “Tricked” 

20 
 

7:30am - Yoga 
 

9:15am - Boot Camp 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

2:30pm-Youth Study Hours 
 

6:30pm – Moms in Touch 
 

7pm – Boy Scouts 
 

8pm – Youth Senior mtg 
 

21 
 
 

22 
 

10am - Bagel team 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

6pm - Mini-Reunion 
with HCC Alum 
 

7pm –Venture 
Scouts 
 

7pm - Choir 

23 
 

7:30pm – AA 

24 
 

7:30am – Yoga 
 

6pm – 
Parents Group 

25 
 

7am – 
Gideons 

26      
 

10am -  
Worship; Church School 
 

11:15am – Children’s Choir 
 

11:15am –  
Life Stories, God Stories 
 

4-8pm – Youth Chopped & 
Thankful Feast 
 

6:30pm – Gracewood 
 

27 
 

7:30am - Yoga 
 

9:15am - Boot Camp 
 

10 am – Parent/child music 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

2:30pm-Youth Study Hours 
 

6:30pm – Moms in Touch 
 

7pm - Youth Ministry 
 

7pm – Boy Scouts 

28 
 

6pm - 
8th grade dinner  

29 
 

10am - Bagel team 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

5-7pm –  
Adventure Club 
 

7pm –Venture 
Scouts 
 

7pm – Choir 
 

30 
 

9:15am  
Boot Camp 
 

7:30pm – AA 

  

 

 

Newsletter articles are due on the 2nd 
Tuesday for November and  December 

ONLY.  December articles are due    
Tuesday, November 15, at 8am.   

November 2017 
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November 5th  
"Beautiful Commitment"   

Psalm 85:8-13 & Ruth 1:6-17  
 
 

November 12th  
“Reckless Grace” 

Psalm 145:10-19 & Matthew 20:1-16 
 
 
 

 
 

November 19th    
“On Being Grateful”    

I Chronicles 16:8-13, 34 & Luke 17:11-19 
 
 

November 26th- Reign of Christ Sunday 
“Building Who We Are” 

Psalm 31:1-5 & Matthew 7:21-29 

Okemos Community Church 
PO Box 680 
  
Okemos  MI 48805-0680 

H a s l e t t  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h  
Church Office Hours: 9:00 – 12:00, M~F        PHONE – (517) 339-8383     Fax (517) 339-8526 

www.haslettcommunitychurch.org Contact us:  hcc1@att.net 
Pastor Kurt Kirchoff -  pastorkurt53@att.net      Minister for Youth & Children - Rev. Erin Heisler - erin.heisler@att.net 

Beverly Wegener  -  bev.wegener@att.net    Jim Durr - hcc1@att.net 

Worship and Church School, Sundays at 10:00 a. m. 


