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T h i s 
y e a r 

our con-
gregation’s Annual Meeting will be 
held after worship on Sunday, De-
cember 7th.  Our Moderator, John 
Leckrone, will lead us as we thank 
our outgoing and welcome our incom-
ing Church Council members, consid-
er and vote on a small bylaw change, 
and discuss and approve a new budg-

et for 2015.  As usual, the meeting 
will be in celebration of the minis-
try God has blessed us to do in the 
year past and calls us to do in the 
year ahead.  It’s also a primary 
privilege and responsibility of the 
tradition of self-governance that’s 
such a big part of our inheritance 
in the United Church of Christ.  
We encourage all of our members 
to attend and, as always, friends of 
our congregation are welcome, too.  
Refreshments and child care will 
be provided. 

Update: As this newsletter is be-
ing put together we're working on 
wrapping up our "Empowered by 
God-Growing by Grace" 2015 Stew-
ardship Campaign.  As of October 
24th we had received pledges of 
$160,000 towards our goal of 
$273,000.  Our aim has been to hear 
from everyone regarding our pledging 

intentions by the end of October.  If as you're reading this, however, you still 
mean to pledge, but haven't yet done so, don't hesitate to contact our chairper-
son, Larry Leefers (337-0560).  He'll be glad to hear from you.  

If you have already pledged, please accept our sincere thanks for your 
support.  We'll soon be sending a letter to confirm your pledge and to thank 
you again for it.  If you're a member or friend of our church and haven't yet 
responded to any of our communications one of our members will be in touch 
with you soon.  It's very helpful to know your intentions, no matter what they 
may be, as we work with our Church Council to develop next year's budget.  

We'll be providing the Council with a draft 2015 budget on November 
13th, and our church's Annual Meeting will be held on December 7th to ap-
prove or modify the Council's recommendation.  By God's empowering grace, 
we look forward to another year of ministry together- ministry that's made 
possible through the gifts we give.  

The Financial Stewardship Committee (Rich Baumgartner, Larry Leefers, 
Barb Szkotnicki, Dave Vietti and Alice Whiren) 

* * * * * * * *  
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As  I write this on October 21st, Hal-
loween is on the horizon.  Scary im-

ages of ghosts, goblins, vampires, zombies, psy-
chos, and masked killers are the order of the day.  
TV commercials promoting haunted houses com-
pete to see which one can promise to scare us the 
most. Election Day is on the horizon, too.  Scary 
images of political opponents are all around.  
BOO!  You'd better not vote for this person or 
that party because you can't imagine all the ter-
rible things they'll do to you if they get into of-
fice.  

We've become accustomed to fear-
mongering ads like those because even though as 
Americans we commonly say that we dislike 
them, political campaigns know that they still 
work.  That doesn't mean they have to work on 
us.  After all, we're Christians.  

We're not about creating or falling prey to a 
divisive "party spirit" (as St. Paul called it), one 
that has no qualms about misrepresenting, vilify-
ing, or mocking those who differ from, disagree, 
or oppose us if we think it will help us to gain 
power over them to the advantage of us and our 
circle.  Instead, in political life we know, as 
Christians, that we're called to keep justice for 
everyone as the aim of all our thoughts and ac-
tions.  We're called to keep encouraging our gov-
ernment officials and fellow citizens to join us, 
above all, in working towards that goal.  

I love the way that Charles Colson, who 
earlier had been no stranger to the practice of 
highly partisan politics put it, after he became a 
Christian:  

"If we look at politics from God's perspec-
tive, we see that God has a deep and abiding in-
terest in all people being treated fairly.  If God 
favors any 'special interest' group,' it is the poor, 
the hungry . . . and the prisoner- those with the 
least access to political power.  This is why we 
Christians should never allow ourselves to be . . .  
just another special interest group pleading for 
our agendas only.  But if we were a special inter-

est group, we would be lobbying for the dignity 
of all, especially those who can't speak for them-
selves.  So maybe a particular candidate isn't 
going to cut your taxes or vote for your favorite 
program . . . the real question is, "Will he serve 
all the people, or only the loudest?"  

As Christians we keep justice for everyone, 
especially for those most vulnerable to being 
treated unjustly, as the aim of all our political 
thought and action.  We keep encouraging our 
government officials and fellow citizens to join 
us, above all, in working towards that goal.  But 
how do we do that?  The manner in which we 
seek justice might be the most distinctive and 
valuable contribution we can make as Chris-
tians to our political life, especially in a time 
when the fear-mongering "party spirit" seems so 
prevalent.  

Here's the best way I can say it: we seek 
justice only with humility and wisdom, not with 
pride or presumption.  

It takes a heap of humility to keep recog-
nizing that in God's eyes everyone else's well-
being really is as important as my own.  It takes 
a mountain of wisdom to stay mindful of how 
complicated and difficult many of the issues of 
justice are and of how many legitimate and com-
plementary concerns and values have to be sift-
ed through in trying to achieve it- concerns for 
example, for freedom, equality, need, merit, in-
dividual responsibility, communal responsibil-
ity, and a level playing field on which to exercise 
both.  

So to pursue justice for everyone both 
humbly and wisely we need constantly to resist 
the temptation in dealing with thorny and often 
uncertain issues to pretend that we know things 
we don't know or that we even can't know.  We 
have to keep from oversimplifying things by see-
ing them always in black and white and never in 
shades of gray.  

To resist these temptations, we have to 
remain honest and straightforward about how 
we've come to hold the beliefs we do about which 
deeds will best serve justice.  We stay open to 
listening to and learning from others in the hope 
of always deepening our own understanding and 
practice of it.  Aware of the limitations of our 
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A s we've been remind-
ed again through this 

fall's Stewardship Campaign, 
we rely almost completely on 
the regular gifts of our mem-
bers and friends to fund the 
ministry of Haslett Communi-
ty Church.  Here in 2014 we 
need $5019 each week to re-
main current in our pledged 
giving receipts.  As of the end 
of September we're $7436 be-
hind in the amount of those 
gifts we've received.  Any ef-
forts we can make to keep our 
pledges current or bring them 
up to date, especially as we 
move towards the end of the 
year, are a major help to our 
church's cash flow and to the 
ministry that everyone's giv-
ing makes possible.  Thank 
you! 

own information, intelligence, 
and righteousness, we don't 
reflexively oppose those who 
may differ from or disagree 
with us.  We don't demonize 
them as godless, evil, cowardly, 
and stupid while idolizing our-
selves as godly, good, coura-
geous, and smart.  

Rather, we do our best to 
find common ground with oth-
ers, assuming the integrity of 
their motives.  We work to un-
derstand their ideas as fully as 
they do and in their strongest 
form.  We take care to repre-
sent those ideas as fairly as we 
can to others, striving to appre-
ciate any truth in them that we 
tend to miss, downplay, or ig-
nore.  In short, we treat those 
who differ from or disagree 
with us as we would like to be 
treated, remembering that Je-
sus has a golden rule about 
that.  We remember that fol-
lowing this rule will always 
dramatically improve both the 
tone and substance of our na-
tion's and of any nation's politi-
cal life.  

Therefore, in these days  
leading up to Election Day let's 
ask ourselves, "How can my 
vote contribute to the humble 
and wise pursuit of justice for 
everyone, especially for those 
most vulnerable to being treat-
ed unjustly?"  Let's keep this 
first in mind as we enter the 
voting booth in this and in eve-
ry election season. 

Pastor - cont. from page 1 For Film Buffs at HCC  
HCC member Dave Jones' 

film, Anatomy of 'Anatomy'- 
currently making the nation-
wide film festival circuit- will 
be shown at the 17th East Lan-
sing Film Festival on Sunday, 
November 2nd at MSU's 
Wells Hall - Theater C from 
2 to 4 pm.  Dave's documen-
tary is a memoir on the making 
of the first movie ever made in 
Michigan: Otto Preminger's 
1959 courtroom thriller, Anato-
my of a Murder.  

Anyone from HCC who'd 
like to view Dave's film along 
with another film right before- 
"Pattern of Practice" - can sign 
up for a 1:30 group carpool de-
parture from our church's park-
ing lot.   After the viewing, 
Dave will host a Q&A at the 
theatre and after that he's of-
fered to meet with folks from 
our church at the Grand Trav-
erse Pie Company (corner of 
Grand River and Hagadorn) for 
further conversation.  If you 
have any questions, contact 
Kathy Swearingen at 575-5132. 

 

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser for Kari 
 
   We’ve been praying for Kari Warner as she 
gets ready to receive treatment for cancer.  We 
also have the opportunity now to take part in a 
spaghetti dinner fundraiser that’s being orga-
nized by her friend, Holly White, to help Kari 
with living and medical expenses during the 
treatment. The dinner will be on Thursday, No-
vember 13th from 5-8pm at Ascension Lutheran 
Church, 2780 Haslett Road in East Lansing.  
The cost is $7 and a silent auction will also be 
held.  We have flyers on the table at the back of 

our sanctuary and in our church office that you can take to help 
spread the word.  Thanks very much for your support! 
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B elow is the list of those sched-
uled to serve in the different 

roles that will help to provide our church’s 
Happy Heart welcome for each of the 
Sundays in November.  If you end up 
working out a switch or a substitution, 
please let Pastor Kurt or Pastor Erin know 
at your earliest convenience.  Thanks 
very much!  

 
November 2nd   
   Greeters: Tim and Karla Hiller 
   Ushers: Donna Ellis and Kim Carnes 
   Sound Tech: Ron Rowe 
   Scripture Reader: Debbie Gulliver 
   Coffee Hosts: Kirk and Katie Riley 
 
November 9th   
   Greeters: Kim Carnes and Jamie Keck 
   Ushers: Don and Kelly Flagg 
   Sound Tech: Pat Homminga 
   Scripture Reader: Nancy White 
   Coffee Hosts: Don and Kelly Flagg 
 
November 16th   
   Greeters: Shannon Murton and  
 Michele Booher-Purosky 
   Ushers: Ron and Cathy Rowe 
   Sound Tech: Joey Huston 
   Scripture Reader: Barb Szkotnicki 
   Coffee Hosts: Steve and Suzanne Rock 
 
November 23rd   
   Greeters: Russ and Lynn Wilson 
   Ushers: Bob and Sally Heisler 
   Sound Tech: Rich Newport 
   Scripture Reader: Lynn Wilson 
   Coffee Hosts: Cathy and Ron Rowe 
 
November 30th   
   Greeters: Elgar and Cindy Brown 
   Ushers: Jim and Jewell Gornick 
   Sound Tech: Dick Ledebuhr 
   Scripture Reader: Donna Ellis 
   Coffee Hosts: Tim and Laura Roumpz 

nities that your acquaintance(s) 
may want to know about.  
Again, let them know that all 
are welcome.  Sometimes just 
sharing information with a 
smile is enough to suggest the 
idea and eventually he/she/they 
may take you up on your offer 
to visit in the future, if not now.  

You can further entice them 
to join you on November 16th 
by letting them know that after 
the service we'll be celebrating 
our annual Thanksgiving Din-
ner to which they're also warm-
ly invited.  They don't have to 
bring anything to it or pay any-
thing for it.  It will simply be 
another way for us to freely 
share our blessings with them.  

So, please consider bringing 
someone with you on November 
16th.  If our guests experience 
what we all do, they will find 
our service and fellowship ful-
filling and appreciate your invi-
tation.  

Laura Clark-Roumpz, Chair, 
Church Growth Committee 

O ur next Invite-a-
Friend (IF) Sunday 
is on November 16th 

at our 9:30am service.  We en-
courage you to invite someone 
you know that may be interest-
ed in experiencing the positive 
environment of our church that 
"strives joyfully and prayerful-
ly", as our new vision statement 
says, "to warmly welcome all, 
freely share our blessings, and 
humbly explore God's love".  

The Church Growth Com-
mittee realizes that inviting 
friends and family to church 
can feel intrusive and some-
times awkward, especially if 
their response is "no", but we 
want to reassure you that there 
is no unspoken agenda behind 
the invitation.  We simply want 
anyone and everyone to feel 
truly welcome in trying out this 
community of faith in which we 
aim to share God's love for eve-
rybody.  

Remember, that HCC pro-
vides so many religious, social, 
altruistic, and family opportu-

Invite-a-Friend (IF) Sunday, November 16th
  

Fall Clean-Up Day, November 9th 
 

F irst impressions count for those 
visiting our church.  We want to 

keep putting “our best foot forward” 
for them by keeping our church 
grounds clean and in good order.  
Our annual Fall Clean-Up Day helps 
us to do that, so we invite you to join 
in on Sunday, November 9th from 
about 11am to noon.  Feel free to 
come to worship dressed in your yard 
work clothes and bring along work 
gloves, rakes, and tarps if you’d like. 
If you have any questions, call our 

Property Committee chair, Dick Ledebuhr at 641-4122. 
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W e hold regular 
Inquirer's Meet-

ings for those who are in-
terested in learning more 
about our church.  The 
next Inquirer's meeting 

will be offered on Sunday, November 16th at 
3pm in our church library.  

The meetings are led by Pastor Kurt 
Kirchoff and offer a general overview of life and 
membership at HCC and our denomination, the 
United Church of Christ.  They're purely infor-
mational and are designed to last between 60 and 
90 minutes depending on the number of people 
who attend.  If you'd like to learn more about our 
congregation in that kind of setting, please know 
that we'd love for you to come. 

Thanks to these 
individuals who 
have recently 
s e r v e d  t h e 
church in spe-
cial ways: 

 To Kelly Flagg, Nancy Musolf and Stefan-
ie Zin for teaching Sunday School in October. 

 To all the youth families who provided din-
ner on September 28th when People’s Church 
joined our youth. 

 To the parents, Jewell Muller Gornick, 
Anne McKinney, Maria Cowan and Mary 
Claucherty who walked with the youth in 
CROP walk on October 12th. 

 To Rich Newport for installing a new and 
much needed doorbell system for our church. 

 To Laura Clark-Roumpz, Brisban 
Roumpz and Sophie Kirchoff for their help 
with the Blessing of the Animals service. 

 To Laura Clark-Roumpz and Brisban 
Roumpz for handing out water bottles to 
promote HCC at the Haslett High School 
homecoming parade.  

 To Katie Flagg and Frances Fernandez 
for handing out water during the Race for 
Ralya.  

 To Russ and Lynn Wilson, Glen and Karla 
Dudasik, Sally Heisler, Maria Cowan for 
picking up pumpkins for our Pumpkin Sale 
and Fall festival. 

 To Kelly Flagg and Sally Garrod for deco-
rating pumpkins. 

 To Eileen Lovett and Sally Garrod for do-
nations of corn stalks and hay bales for the 
Fall Festival.  

 To Ann McGrath and Beverly Wegener for 
baking cookies for the study hours group.  

 To Kelly Flagg and Nancy Musolf for their 
work cleaning the kitchen prior to a funeral.  

 To Mike Mahon for “brightening up” the 
choir room and choir loft with new lights.  

Members and friends 
in need of our special 
attention and prayers 
include:  

 Sylvia Baker as she mourns the recent loss 
of her daughter, Tami, who died on October 
7th.  Tami’s memorial service was held at our 
church on October 25th.  

 Saundra, Roger, Emma, and Alex Riley as 
they mourn the recent loss of Saundra’s fa-
ther, Dick Porter, who died on October 9th. 

 Kari Warner as she receives treatment for 
cancer. 

 Marilyn Harper, who upon her recent re-
lease from the hospital has moved into assist-
ed living care. 

 Jane Roehm as she rehabilitates from re-
cent knee replacement surgery. 

 Marilyn Larson, George Swanson, and 
Mary Nelson, as they each continue to recov-
er from recent surgery or illness that required 
time in the hospital. 

 Sue Semenak and Shari Anderson as they 
face the challenges of chronic illnesses that 
continue to be particularly challenging of late. 
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REFRESH!  
New Chairs (ordered) and 

Signs (coming soon)  
Chairs 
After much (happy) delibera-

tion we have ordered as part of 
the second phase of our Refresh 
project, 100 new black, light-
weight, but sturdy plastic fold-
ing chairs.  The chairs will be a 
fine addition especially in ena-
bling us to put our best foot for-
ward for events at which we 
host many visitors, for example, 
funeral receptions.  Thanks to 
everyone who contributed their 
input to help us make our selec-
tion.  

The new chairs will be housed 
in the main floor closet with the 
plastic tables.  Please note that 
all of our current metal, non-
cushioned chairs will be 
scrapped for recycling.  If any-
one is interested in purchasing 
the metal chairs for $3/each or 
$10 for four, please do so by No-
vember 15th.  Let Laura Clark-
R o u m p z  k n o w  a t 
laura_roumpz@hotmail.com or 
by phone/text at 517.712.0976.  
You can pick the chairs up at 
the church.  Please make 
checks payable to HCC with 
"Chairs" in the memo. 

Signs 
Also, coming to a wall near 

you…are new internal signs.  
This task of new signage was 
left over from Refresh Phase I.  
Now that we have lived in our 
refreshed space for over one 
year now (YIPPEE!), it is ap-
parent where the signs are 
needed.  So they will be ordered 
and hopefully hung up within 
the next month or two.  Thank 
you for your continued patience. 

Haslett Community 
Church will have  

on Election Day,  
November 4th. 

Invitation from Our 
Michigan Conference 

“For Christ’s sake, equip 
the churches and clergy of the 
Michigan Conference of the 
United Church of Christ for 
faithful leadership and effec-
tive ministries of spiritual dis-
cernment, prophetic integrity, 
compassionate generosity, and 
vital growth.”  In keeping with 
this Mission Statement of the 
Michigan Conference of our 
church,  the Conference has 
sent each of us the following 
invitation: 

“If you would like to re-
ceive more information about 
the Michigan Conference on a 
regular basis, you may sub-
scribe to the free electronic 
bulletin that is sent every oth-
er week.  In the “E-bulletin” 
you will see information about: 

 Church resources 

 News from our churches 
and clergy 

 Theological reflections 

 Connection to the wider 
United Church of Christ 

 Updates from the national 
setting of the UCC 

 Faith for Thought videos 

 Notice of upcoming events 

To subscribe, please send 
an e-mail to Lisa Soulliere at 
the Conference Office;  
lisa@michucc.org, and you will 
be added to our e-mail distri-
bution list that is sent through 
Constant Contact.  You may 
unsubscribe at any time if you 
no long want to receive the 
updates.” 

F rom time to time, 
your mail may be re-

turned to HCC by the post of-
fice. Usually, you have been on 
vacation, or have been gone for 
a few weeks, or for the winter 
months. When this happens, 
we mark our records so that 
newsletters and other mailings 
are no longer sent to your 
home.  

S i n c e 
sometimes it’s 
hard for us to 
know when 
you have re-
turned, many 
times your 
mail code will remain on inac-
tive status. If you have not 
been receiving your newsletter 
or church mailings, call the 
church office, M-F, 9 am to 12 
noon, and we can check your 
mail status in our records and 
update them if necessary. 

If you go to warmer cli-
mates during the winter, let us 
know your new address along 
with the date you want to start 
receiving mail and the date you 
will return to Michigan, and we 
will change our records so that 
you continue to receive your 
mail while you are gone.  

Not Receiving Your 
Church Mailings? 



 
 Page 9 

HCC Connect ions  November  2014 

Meals and Rides: 

 Prepare and deliver a meal  

 Drive to and from a medical 
appointment 

 Drive to and from a Church 
service 
For those who are willing 

to serve on the committee as 
coordinators: 

The Coordinator for Fu-
neral Receptions is paired 
with one or two others. The 
coordinators are responsible for 
3 months at a time. During 
that time, the coordinator will 
be called when a funeral recep-
tion is requested. The coordina-
tor works with your team 
members to arrange for the 
food, recruit workers and man-
age the funeral reception.  The 
food is both purchased and re-
quested from volunteers. These 
receptions can vary in size any-
where from 50 to 200. 

The Coordinator for the 
Meals and Rides is responsi-
ble for one month at a time.  
When meals are requested you 
may either prepare the meals 
yourself or contact others to 
provide them. Likewise when 
rides are requested you may 
provide them yourself or con-
tact others to provide them.  

On Sunday, November 
9th and Sunday, November 
23rd, the Member Caring Com-
mittee will be lifted up during 
the worship service. After the 
service, members of the com-
mittee will be seated at a table 
in Friendship Hall. They will 
answer any questions you have 
and provide you with the op-
portunity to sign up to help. 

A ll women of the congre-
gation are invited to 

join in the fun and fellowship at 
the occasional gatherings of the 
Women’s Coffee. These get-
togethers are held on the first 
Tuesdays of the month at 
10:00 AM when hostesses 
sign up.  A sign-up sheet 
through May 2015 is on the So-
cial Committee bulletin board 
on the kiosk in Friendship Hall. 
We encourage those who wish 
to host to sign up soon. The 
next Women’s Coffee  will be 
held on Tuesday, November 
4th and  the hostess will be 
Eileen Lovett. If you have not 
been to this get-together before, 
think about coming. The con-
versations are delightful. 

T he Member Caring 
Committee is a long 

standing committee within the 
church. The duties of the com-
mittee have expanded and con-
tracted over the years. The 
Member Caring Committee 
coordinates Receptions for Fu-
neral Services, Memorial Ser-
vices and Remembrance Ser-
vices. In the past we have also 
coordinated Ecclesiastical 
Council Receptions and Ordi-
nation Receptions.  The com-
mittee members coordinate 
meals and they coordinate 
rides to church or to doctor ap-
pointments, for members of the 
congregation in times of illness 
or injury. Until recently the 
Member Caring Committee 
coordinated the Coffee Hour 
which follows most worship 
services and recruited the Cof-
fee Hour hosts.  

The Member Caring Com-
mittee is always looking for 
new members and for those 
who would like to help with the 
various tasks. For example: 

Funeral Receptions: 

 Set up tables and chairs 

 Prepare food prior to the 
reception 

 Serve food and beverages at 
the reception  

 Clean up the dishes and 
the kitchen  

 Take down and store tables 
and chairs 

 Launder the table linens 
and kitchen towels and re-
turn them to the church 

The Member Caring Committee:  
Who we are, what we do and how you can help 

Jazz at HCC on  
November 8th 

We’ll have a special oppor-
tunity to hear some fine jazz 
music presented at our church 
by the Tom "Bones" Malone 
Sextet with Michael Dease and 
Diego Rivera featuring the 
MSU Jazz Trombone Studio on 
Saturday, November 8th, from  
7pm - 10pm. A donation of $10 
for adults and $5 for students 
will be requested. 
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See Spiritual Life | page  12 

of the eleven core convictions 
he believes are at the heart of 
our Christian faith.  The books 
are on order at Schuler's 
Bookstore at Meridian Mall on 
the Reading Group kiosk.  If 
you have questions, contact 
K a t h y  S w e a r i n g e n  a t 
hkswear@gmail.com.  

 

Life Stories, God Sto-
ries: Pastor Kurt Kirchoff 
leads this group at 11am on 
the last Sunday of each 
month with the next meeting 
scheduled for Sunday, No-
vember 30th.   The group 
meets at the front of the sanc-
tuary and its discussions are 
always informal and wide-
ranging.  They begin with 
questions that relate to basic 
aspects of our life stories and 
how those connect to our rela-
tionship with God.  From 
there, they take off.  It’s a very 
easy group to join and take 
part in at any time, so give it a 
try.  Contact Pastor Kurt (339-
8 3 8 3 ,  e x t . 1 1  o r  p a s -
torkurt53@att.net) with any 
questions you have.  

 

Christian Faith and 
Current Events: This group 
meets twice a month to discuss 
in the light of our Christian 
faith events that have recently 
been in the news.  The focus 
this year is on issues of climate 
change and of international 
relations. The usual meeting 
times are the first Sunday of 
the month after worship at 
11am and the third Sunday of 
the month at 7pm at the 
church (usually in Fellowship 
Hall) with this month’s meet-
ings scheduled for Sunday, 
November 2nd at 11am and 
Sunday, November 16th at 

7pm.  The first Sunday discus-
sions this year are being led by 
various members of the group 
with David Weight taking the 
lead this month.  The third 
Sunday discussion in Novem-
ber will be a complementary 
follow-up to the one in October 
which featured guest speaker, 
Jane White, on human traffick-
ing.  This month, Diane Blair 
of Lutheran Social Services 
who works directly with youth 
who’ve been trafficked, will be 
our guest speaker.  The general 
public will again be invited.  
Any questions can be directed 
to the group’s general facilita-
tor, Don Ricks, at 655-3641.  

 

Faith and Film: The next 
gathering of this group led by 
Pastor Kurt Kirchoff will be 
Friday, November 14th at 7pm 
in the Youth Room.  This 
month’s movie is To End All 
Wars (2001), directed by David 
Cunningham and starring 
Ciaran McMenamin, Robert 
Carlyle, Mark Strong, and 
Kiefer Sutherland.  Rated R, 
it’s 117 minutes long and after 
viewing it, the group will plan 
on 30-45 minutes for discussion 
that will focus on questions 
about the film that our Chris-
tian faith can help to raise and 
illuminate.  If you have any 
questions, contact Pastor Kurt 
at 339-8383, ext. 11 or at pas-
torkurt53@att.net.  

 

Loving Each Other in 
Daily Life: There’s no doubt 
that the practice of love is at 
the center of our faith, but 
what, more specifically, does it 
mean to love each other in the 

T he various groups 
sponsored by our Spir-

itual Life Committee for 2014-
15 are described below.  Along 
with providing opportunities to 
focus on our personal and spir-
itual growth, these groups help 
to foster stronger ties among 
us. The Spiritual Life Commit-
tee members are Donna Ellis, 
Becky Leefers, and Don Ricks 
and we heartily invite you to 
take advantage of as many of 
these offerings as you can.  
Please feel free to contact us 
with any questions you might 
have about them or to give us 
your ideas for other groups or 
events that we might sponsor. 

 

Bible Study: This group 
meets (almost) every Sunday 
at the home of John and Mary 
Trebilcock (649 Kasey Lane, 
Bird’s Strawberry Farm in 
Haslett) after worship at about 
11:15am.  Mary Trebilcock fa-
cilitates the group.  You can 
contact her for more informa-
tion at trebilco.john@att.net or 
339-3974. Bible Study: 
 

Fresh from the Spirit – 
Food for the Journey: This 
group meets on the third Sun-
day of each month with its next 
meeting scheduled for Sun-
day, November 16th at 11am 
in the church library.  Its focus 
for discussion this year is the 
book Convictions by well-
known Biblical scholar and 
theologian Marcus Borg.  In 
it, Borg speaks very personally 
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Sunday, November 2nd - right 
after worship  - Ski Trip Meeting  

Friday, November 7th, 7pm- 
Bowling - City Limits 

November 16th @ noon -  
Thanksgiving Dinner & Invite-a-
Friend Sunday 

November 30th at 4:00 pm -  
Hanging of the Greens 

December 28th - right after wor-
ship - Final Ski Trip Meeting  

January 2nd- 4th, 2015 - Annual 
HCC Ski Trip at Treetops in  
Gaylord, MI 

HCC Bowling at City Limits  
Calling all adults of HCC! 

Dust off your bowling ball and 
join us for a night of bowling at 
City Limits on Friday, Novem-
ber 7th at 7:00 p.m.  The cost is 
$10.00 for two hours of bowling, 
pizza, pop and shoes.  Check 
your calendar, sign up on the 
Social Committee kiosk, and 
show up for the 
fun!  That's all 
there is to it!  
If you have any 
questions, call 
Karla at 230-
9109.   Hope to 
see you there! 

* * * * *  

HCC Thanksgiving Dinner 

Y ou are invited to our 
annual Thanksgiving 

Dinner to be held Sunday, No-
vember 16th at noon.  This is 
a relaxing time to enjoy visiting 
with all and getting to know the 
newest members of our church.  
The entertainment for this year 
is being finalized and we will 
announce it when everything is 
in place.  The Social Committee 
will provide the turkey, mashed 
potatoes, stuffing, rolls and 
drinks.  Our dinner is potluck 
style, so please bring your fa-
vorite "dish to pass" to share 
with all.  Please sign up on the 
kiosk to let us know how many 
people are coming (bring a 
friend, too), and what you plan 
to bring.  If you are willing to 
cook a turkey (we provide it), 
carve a turkey and/or help in 
the kitchen, clean up or set up, 
please let us know that, too.  
The cost is $5.00 for adults and 
$3.00 for 12 years and under.  
Mark your calendar for Novem-
ber 16th, and join us in giving 
thanks for all we have! 

18th Annual HCC Ski Trip 

T he HCC Social Commit-
tee invites you to the 

HCC Annual Ski Trip! We are 
ready for your reservation for a 
great weekend of fun in the 
snow. There will be lots of ski-
ing (downhill and cross coun-
try), playing of cards and 
games, sports watching, eating, 
laughing, swimming, eating, 
worshipping, tubing, laughing, 
and just having a great time 
being together!  

The dates are January 2nd 
thru January 4th, 2015. Just 
sign up on the Social Commit-
tee Board, to reserve your room 
for this always fun-filled week-
end. There is a NONREFUND-
ABLE DEPOSIT of $140.00 due 
by November 17th. Please make 
checks payable to Haslett Com-

m u n i t y 
C h u r c h 
We will 
be hav-
ing an 
informa-
t i o n a l 
meeting 
on No-
v e m b e r 

2nd right after our worship ser-
vice for more details. If you 
have questions before then, 
please contact Kim Carnes at 
331-3586 or Karla Hiller at 339-
8502. Plan ahead and put these 
dates on your calendar so you, 
your family and friends don't 
miss out on the fun! 

Are You the One? 
To step in as Treasurer for 

our church now that Barb 
Szkotnicki is stepping down 
from that very important ser-
vice to our congregation?  Or 
to join in the work of our Fi-
nancial Stewardship commit-
tee as it strives to inspire the 
giving and guide the use of the 
financial gifts that make pos-
sible our church’s ministry?   

If you are or if you know 
someone you think would be a 
good candidate for either of 
these positions, please contact 
Larry Leefers at leef-
ers@msu.edu, Barb Szkotnicki 
at barb.szkotnicki@gmail.com 
or Pastor Kurt Kirchoff  at          
pastorkurt53@att.net. Thank 
you.   

Larry Leefers,  
Financial Stewardship  
chairperson 
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Spiritual Life - cont. from page 10 
Remember Our  
Prayer Chain 

  
It's always available to you.  

Pass on any prayer request you 
may have to Kurt Kirchoff in 
person, or at 339-8383, ext. 11, 
or  by e-mai l  at  pas-
torkurt53@att.net.  He'll share 
it with the 23 others who are 
now in the chain who will hold 
you in prayer, too. Great thanks 
to all of our Prayer Chain folks 
who now include Shari Ander-
son, Rich Baumgartner, 
Michele Booher-Purosky, 
Cindy Brown, Kim Carnes, 
Maria Cowan, Georgia Da-
vidson, Danna and Mike 
Dixon, Barbara Freeman, 
Paula Fry, the Rev. Erin 
Heisler, David and Helen 
Jones, Karen Klein, Becky 
Leefers, Mary Nelson, Liz 
Newport, Carol Reid, Car-
olyn Swanson,  John Trebil-
cock, and Dave and Sandy 
Vietti.  Please let Kurt know if 
you'd also like to join in this 
ministry that's open to every-
one. 

The following 
is from HCC’s  
newsletter, No-
vember1956: 

P a s t o r a l 
Scenes 

Never has our conviction 
that our life centers on our 
worship been so evident as 
since we moved into our new 
building. It is my hope that 
the church year throughout 
the winter can help us to 
mature in our habits of wor-
ship. We could have a crowd 
at Christmas time, but it is 
much more important to us to 
have a steady nurture of at-
tending church during all 
four Sundays of Advent. I 
shall continue my endeavor 
to relate the eternal truths 
and long traditions of the 
church to the pressing and 
contemporary problems of 
suburbia. 

Charles O. Erickson 
[first pastor at HCC] 

nitty-gritty of daily life?  Our 
Biblical tradition has a great 
deal of wisdom to share on that 
question, especially in its “one 
another” passages that are the 
focus of this discussion group 
which Pastor Kurt Kirchoff 
leads from 7-8:30pm on the last 
Sunday of each month from 
October through April.  This 
month’s meeting is on Sunday, 
November 30th.   All are wel-
come.  If you have any ques-
tions, contact Pastor Kurt. 

  

Men’s Group:  The Men’s 
Group will again be meeting 
regularly this year for break-
fasts, barbecues, and fishing 
trips up north.  Dave Vietti will 
again serve as the facilitator 
who will gladly let anyone 
who’s interested know of the 
events as they’re being 
planned.  You can contact him 
at 339-5731 or at viet-
ti@msu.edu to be included on 
the email list or to ask any 
questions.  

T hanks to all the music makers during this last month: to Nic 
Buchholz with his trumpet, David Zin, bass guitar and David 

Jones, drums and to you the congregation for singing during the 
anthem on Oct. 19th. We have many more instrumental players 
coming up in both November and December. The anthems will be 
in a variety of styles from contemporary, folk, classical and sea-
sonal.  There is something new and different each week. 

The annual Love Feast will be held on Sunday, December 21st and we will be asking for help in 
different ways.  We need furniture movers (set-up and take down), decorations, Moravian Bun makers 
(recipe provided), help in the kitchen (including a kitchen manager) and a few other details.  We’ll be 
asking for you to sign up later in the month.. 

Also don’t forget that the cabaret is coming up on February 7th.  Mark that date for a good din-
ner, great prizes and a wonderful show. If you would like to participate in the show,  this is the time to 
start preparing.  The theme of the show is The Rainbow Connection with songs about colors. If you 
need any help preparing, speak to either Barb or Judy. 
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Giving 
Project 

 
The Mission Outreach 

Committee appreciates all 
of your support and  

participation. 
 

Remember those who are 
less fortunate. 

On Sunday, November 16th, the Holiday Gift Board will be available. The Mission Outreach    
Committee sponsors this project. The Gift Board will consist of many colorful gift requests for the 
Haslett families that we will be assisting through our Christmas Giving Project. Requests are identi-
fied on numbered, two-part cards matching families and gifts. We encourage your participation 
again in this joyful giving event by: 

1. Selecting card(s) from the Gift Board. 

2. Following the directions on the board about the card, then 
purchasing and wrapping the gift(s). 

3. Securing the card to the outside of the wrapped gift. It is our 
only way to know of the gift’s destination. 

4. Returning the gift(s) to Church with the card securely attached 
to the gift(s) by Friday, December 12th. 

DON’T KNOW WHAT TO BUY??? NO TIME TO SHOP??? 

Your cash donations are cheerfully accepted for purchasing items from our Holiday Gift board,    
especially jeans, socks, and underwear. In addition, cash will be used to buy needed foodstuffs 
through the Mid-Michigan Food Bank and retail groceries during sales. Look for envelopes marked 
CA$H for this purpose on the board. Please make your check payable to Haslett Community 
Church and put “Christmas Giving Project” on the check memo line.  Place the envelope in the of-
fering plate or turn it into the Church Office. 

GET INVOLVED - SAVE THE DATES 

Many kinds of help are needed to carry out the 
Christmas Giving Project.  It’s a great way to 
help families in need and meet others in the 
congregation.  Watch for the volunteer opportu-
nities form in upcoming Sunday bulletins and in 
the December newsletter. 
 

Dates for your calendar: 

Tuesday 12/16—Packing night 

Wednesday 12/17— Merge gifts with food 
Thursday 12/18 - Flea Market Set-Up 

Friday 12/19—Distribution 
 

Contact Ruth Linnemann, 517-505-3147 or  
rlinnemann3@aol.com for more information. 
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T he Mission Outreach 
Committee will again 
need 500 + copy pa-

per sized boxes (please, no 
larger) for packing heavy gro-
ceries, produce, and other items 
distributed in our  annual 
Christmas Giving Project. 
Bring the boxes to church at 
ANY time, the sooner the 
better. If you have access to 
boxes and need assistance 
transporting them or have 
questions, please call Paul or 
Nancy White at 339-2837. 

Gently used household 
items will be available for our 
Christmas families to select 
from as they wait to receive 
their holiday baskets. In high 
demand are dishes, pots & 
pans, odds & ends of silver-
ware, glasses, cooking uten-
sils, dish towels, bath tow-
els, sheets & bedding.  

Also popular are children’s 
useable toys & games, books, 
winter clothing, and baby ac-
cessories. 

North Pole Needs 
for the Christmas 

Giving Project 

Please consider setting 
aside any of these items you 
can spare and hold them until 
mid-December when you may 
bring them to the church. Ques-
tions? Call Mary Trebilcock at 
339-3974.  

 

STOCKING  STUFFERS 

Fun, small “stocking stuffer” 
gifts are requested for children 
ages two to teens. Useful items 
for girls include hair accesso-
ries, combs, inexpensive jewel-
ry, makeup, bubble bath or 
bath gel, and girls’ crafts. For 
both boys and girls: books, note-
pads, crayons, colored pencils, 
chalk, yo-yos, small games, and 
card games. Items especially for 
boys might in-
clude matchbox 
cars, action fig-
ures, fun soaps, 
and hairbrush-
es. Donations do 
not need to be 
wrapped and 
can be left any 
time at our Food 
Pantry marked for Christmas 
Giving.  Any questions  –  call 
Kelly Flagg at 339-8841. 

Congregational Food 
Drive  

Sunday, November 16th 

On Sunday, November 
16th you are especially en-
couraged to bring food for the 
Food Pantry. Your contribu-
tions are particularly appreci-
ated during this time of high 
demand on the pantry.  We 
are unable to purchase as 
much food at the Red Cross 
Food Distribution Center as 
we have in the past, because 
they are not receiving the cor-
porate donations they once 
did. Consequently, we need to 
purchase much, much more 
at the grocery stores, making 
the donations we receive from 
you and others in our commu-
nity especially valuable. The 
items below could especially 
be used: 

 
 Stove Top Dressing  

 Tuna, Salmon   

 Vegetable Soup  

 Chicken Noodle Soup   

 Cream of Mushroom Soup 
 Hamburger Helper 

 Deluxe Macaroni & Cheese  

 Pasta 

 Instant Flavored Oatmeal 

 Taco dinners   

 Cereal 

 Sweet potatoes   
 Canned Fruits 

 Hash, Stew   

 Jam, Jelly, Honey  

 Spaghetti O's/ Ravioli  

 Flavored Tea Bags 

 Cookies (your favorites)  

 Hot Chocolate Mix  
 Flour     

 Muffins/Nut Bread Mix  
 Spaghetti Sauce  
      (canned or bottled) 

O ur friends at St. Luke Lutheran Church in Haslett 
invite us to bring in new or 

“gently used” winter coats for distribution 
through their Coat Bank to those in need 
in our community.  Simply bring the coats 
here to HCC and put them in our big 
wooden food bank box in Friendship Hall.  
We’ll make sure they get over to St. Luke.  
Thank you! 

Coats for Those in Need 
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November 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 9am-4pm  
Website Migration 

2    Fall Back Time Change 
 

9:30 AM  
Worship and Church School 
 

11:00 AM - Current Events 
 

11:00 AM - Ski Trip Mtg 
 

11:15 AM  - Bible Study 
 

3:30-5:00 PM - MS Youth 
 

6-8:00 PM - HS Youth 
 

6:30 PM - Gracewood 

3 
 

7:30-8:30 AM  
Yoga, Boot Camp 
 

12 PM - Alanon  
 

2:30-4:30 PM 
Study Hours 
 

6:15-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7:00 PM - 
Mission Outreach  
 

7 PM – Boy Scouts 

4  VOTE HERE 

 

7:00-8:30 AM  
Boot Camp 
 

10:00 AM 
Women’s 
Coffee 
 

5:30-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7:00 PM 
Venture Crew 

5   
 

12 PM – Alanon 
 

6:15-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7:00 PM - Adult Choir 
 

6 
 

7:00-8:30 AM  
Boot Camp 
 

5:30-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7:00 PM – AA 

7 
 

7:30-8:30 AM 
Yoga, Boot Camp  
 

7:00 PM - Bowling 
 

8 
 

7:00-8:00 AM 
Gideons 
 

9:00 –12:00 PM 
CMT/YMT 
 

1:00 – 6:00 PM 
HCDC Fundraiser 
 

6:00-10:00 PM 
Jazz Concert 
  

9 
 

9:30 AM  
Worship and Church School 
 

11:00 AM - Fall Clean-up 
 

12:30 PM - Private recital 
 

3:30-5:00 PM - MS Youth 
 

6-8:00 PM - HS Youth 
 

6:30 PM - Gracewood 

10 
 

7:30-8:30 AM  
Yoga, Boot Camp 
 

10:00 – 11:00 AM 
Play Group 
  

12 PM - Alanon  
 

2:30-4:30 PM 
Study Hours 
 

6:15-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

Steiner Choir 
 

7:00 PM 
Youth Ministry 
 

7 PM – Boy Scouts 

11 
 

7:00-8:30 AM  
Boot Camp 
 

8:30-10:30 AM 
Twp Clergy Mtg 
 

5:30-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7:00 PM 
Venture Crew 
 

 

12 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
 

2:45-4:30 PM – 
Scouts 
 

6:15-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7:00 PM - Adult Choir 
 

7:00 PM – 7th Grade 
Dinner 

13 
 

7:00-8:30 AM  
Boot Camp 
 

5:30-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7:00 PM – AA 
 

7:15 PM 
Church Council 

14 
 

7:30-8:30 AM  
Yoga, Boot Camp 
 

7:00 PM 
Faith & Film 
“To End All Wars” 
 

HS Overnight 
Hunger Games 
mini-retreat >>>>> 
 

15 
 

7:00-8:00 AM 
Gideons 
 

1-4:00 PM 
Circle of Friends 
 

 
 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 

16       Invite a Friend 
Congregational Food Drive 

 

9:30 AM  
Worship and Church School  
 

11:00 AM – Fresh From Spirit  
 

12noon Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

3:00 PM – Inquirer’s meeting 
 

3:30-5:00 PM - MS Youth 
 

6-8:00 PM - HS Youth 
 

6:30 PM - Gracewood 
 

7:00 PM – Current Events 

17 
 

7:30-8:30 AM  
Yoga, Boot Camp 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
 

2:30-4:30 PM 
Study Hours 
 

6:15-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7 PM – Boy Scouts 

18 
 

7:00-8:30 AM  
Boot Camp 
 

8:00 AM 
Newsletter 
items due 
 

5:30-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7:00 PM 
Venture Crew 
 

19 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
 

6:15-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7:00 PM - Adult Choir 
 

7:00 PM – 10th Grade 
Dinner 

20 
 

7:00-8:30 AM  
Boot Camp 
 

5:30-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7:00 PM – AA 

21 
 

7:30-8:30 AM  
Yoga, Boot Camp 
 

12-6:00 PM 
Blood Drive 

22 
 

7:00-8:00 AM 
Gideons 

23         
 

9:30 AM  
Worship and Church School  
 

3:30-5:00 PM - MS Youth 
 

6-8:00 PM - HS Youth 
 

6:30 PM – Gracewood singers 
30          Communion 

Advent Begins 
 

9:30 AM  
Worship and Church School  
 

11:00 AM 
Life Stories, God Stories 
 

4:00 PM  
Hanging of the Greens 
 

7-8:30 PM -Loving Each Other 

6:30 PM – Gracewood singers 

24 
 

7:30-8:30 AM  
Yoga, Boot Camp 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
 

2:30-4:30 PM 
Study Hours 
 

6:15-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7 PM – Boy Scouts 

25 
 

7:00-8:30 AM  
Boot Camp 
 

5:30-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7:00 PM 
Venture Crew 

26 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
 

2:45-4:30 PM – 
Scouts 
 

6:15-7:15 PM 
Boot Camp 
 

7:00 PM - Adult Choir 
 

 

27 
Thanksgiving 
 

Office Closed 
 

7:00 PM – AA 

28   
 

Office Closed 
 

7:30-8:30 AM  
Yoga, Boot Camp 
 

9:00– 4:00 PM  
Private Baby 
Shower 

29 
 

7:00-8:00 AM           
Gideons 
 

 

Newsletter articles for Decem-
ber are due the 3rd Tuesday,      
November 18st, at 8:00 AM. 
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W o r s h i p  f o r  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 4  

 
Sunday, November 2nd  - 9:30 am 

“How Do We Become Better People?”  
Psalm 107:1-9 & Philippians 3:10-17  

 
Sunday, November 9th  - 9:30 am 

“Dealing with Change”  
Psalm 103:15-18 & Isaiah 65:17-25 

 
Sunday, November 16th - 9:30 am 

“The Great Entrepreneur”  
Psalm 33:1-9 & Matthew 25:14-30 

 

 
 

November 23rd - 9:30 am 
“How Are We Judged?” 

Psalm 121 & Matthew 25:31-46 
 
 

November 30th - 9:30 am 
“The Family Album” 

Psalm 89:1-4 & Luke 1:26-38 
 

 

H a s l e t t  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h  
Church Office Hours: 9:00 – 12:00, M~F        PHONE – (517) 339-8383     Fax (517) 339-8526 

www.haslettcommunitychurch.org Contact us:  hcc1@att.net 
Pastor Kurt Kirchoff -  pastorkurt53@att.net      Minister for Youth & Children - Rev. Erin Heisler - erin.heisler@att.net 

Beverly Wegener  -  bev.wegener@att.net    Wayne Mason—hcc1@att.net 
Worship and Church School, Sundays at 9:30 a. m. 


