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* * * * * * * *  

UCC General Synod 31—Thoughts from Campbell  
 
   Every two years our United Church of Christ gathers delegates from across 
the full spectrum of our churches to meet in what we call our General Synod.  
The most recent of these, General Synod 31, was held in Baltimore, Maryland 
from June 30th to July 4th. Our Michigan Conference Minister, the Rev. Dr. 
Campbell Lovett, led a 20-member delegation from our Conference in attending 
it.  In the Conference’s July 14th e-newsletter he provided the following perspec-
tive on it.  It’s of special interest as he speaks of GS 31 as a “generational Syn-
od” whose actions will “affect the denomination for a generation.” 
 
   Our resident United Church of Christ History and Polity scholar, Dr. Barba-
ra Brown Zikmund, has a helpful understanding about General Synod, the 
biennial gathering of our denomination: “General Synod is the event that crys-
tallizes where the United Church of Christ is – at this particular moment in 
history.” At the recent General Synod in Baltimore, there were many crystal-
lizing experiences.  

   Michigan was well represented by twenty delegates from each of our six Associ-
ations. Delegates met together, caucused together and deliberated togethcont. 

VBS Supply Drive 

 Please stop by the table 
outside of the sanctuary 
doors in Friendship Hall 
and pick up a card or two of 
needed VBS supplies. We 
are asking that you pur-
chase exactly what is listed 
on the card (a few are avail-
able on Amazon). Please 
return the supplies with the 
card, to the church by Sun-
day, August 6th! Also, if 
you are interested in help-
ing with VBS please email, 
text or Facebook message 
Erin! 

 
2017 Vacation  

Bible School will be 
August 7th-9th  

From 6-8pm  
for preschool-5th graders! 

 
Come discover your strength in God!  

If you are interested in helping with VBS this sum-
mer we need volunteers to work in the following 
areas: Crafts, snack, recreation (games), music, 

decorating, registration, & much more!  

Please see Erin  
if you’re interested in helping! 

 

Help us spread the word and invite 
the children in our community  

to our VBS!  
 

See Erin for some flyers that you can  
hang up and/or share with  

neighbors and friends!                                
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er. Please don’t think that Synod is a vacation. During the five days of Synod, delegates deliberated during 
eight business sessions, each one lasting about three hours. In addition, delegates attended four services of wor-
ship and two caucuses that added about another eight hours to their responsibilities. Then there were times to 
meet with their assigned resolution committees, attend educational intensives, interact with exhibitors, and 
informally discuss the business at hand. Special thanks to those who represented Michigan so ably and well!! 
For me, this was a “generational Synod.” Actions voted will affect the denomination for a generation. 
   Of note, changes to the UCC Constitution and Bylaws completed a multi-year shift from a representational 
form of governance to a unified board style of governance. Local churches, Associations and Conferences will 
need to be much more diligent to have issues that are important to them considered at the National Setting. In 
addition, a total restructure of denominational funding was passed. This “New Framework of Covenantal Giv-
ing,” invites local churches and conferences into a three – five year overhaul of the understanding and practice 
of denominational support.  
   Crystallizing moments were present in the resolutions of witness that were debated. Resolutions calling for 
aid in dying and granting adult adoptees access to original birth certificates did not pass. Resolutions calling on 
the church to be immigrant welcoming, proactive regarding US-Cuba relations, recognize gun violence as a pub-
lic health emergency, support a $15 minimum wage, commit to disability justice, support adult survivors of 
child abuse, and affirm the authorized ministries of under-represented clergy in local congregations did pass. 
An emergency resolution lamenting the U.S. withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord and calling for greater 
care for creation also passed. Since General Synod can speak to but not for the church, these resolutions will 
come to all settings of the church for review, study and possible implementation.  
   As I was writing these Synod reflections, I realized that “my take” is a fairly somber analysis and does not 
capture the great love and joy for the UCC that are ever-present at Synod. My friend and colleague, Shari 
Prestemon, Minnesota Conference Minister, has done such a great job in capturing the denominational enthusi-
asm that I will simply put a link here to her recent communique about Synod for your enjoyment: http://
uccmn.org/commants-from-theconference-minister-july-2017/  
   Moving forward, the General Minister and President, Dr. John Dorhauer, formally announced a “Three Great 
Loves” initiative. For the next two years, Dr. Dorhauer is inviting each setting of the church to share programs 
that focus upon “Love of Neighbor, Love of Children, and Love of Creation.” Each year, between now and the 
next General Synod, there will be specific invitations for each local church to highlight initiatives in these 
themes. Please look for more information at, http://3greatloves.uccpages.org/  
   A highlight of Synod for me was meeting with our ecumenical guests and global mission partners. I was glad 
to reunite with friends from the United Church of Canada, South Africa and the Middle East. We can be proud 
of the United Church of Christ for its many ecumenical and interfaith relations that promote a just and com-
passionate world for all!  
   There are so many Michigan moments for reflection as well. We give thanks for Judge Denise Page Hood and 
her service as the Parliamentarian of General Synod; we celebrate Diane Proctor Reader of Plymouth UCC in 
Detroit receiving the Valerie Russell Scholarship; we commend Rev. Justo Gonzalez our new Area Minister for 
being recognized at the Valerie Russell event for being a champion for justice; we honor Dianne Roberts for her 
behind-the-scenes work as the Synod Scribe (61 pages of minutes?!); we rejoice in the work of three Michigan 
new ministry starts that were highlighted at Synod; and we acknowledge the work of many other Michiganians 
who were present to volunteer, share information, sign books, and display their wares! And last, but definitely 
not least, we cheer along our own Rev. Penny Lowes who was installed as the Assistant Moderator for the next 
General Synod!!  
   As General Synod has crystallized for us the United Church of Christ at this particular moment, we see a de-
nomination - in every setting - that is working hard to be faithful to Jesus Christ, and remain united and unit-
ing in an increasingly divided nation and world. For many local churches, General Synod will have no immedi-
ate impact on the day-to-day ministry and mission in which they are engaged. However, as always, I hope that 
we will all be open to the movement of the Holy Spirit that seeks to melt and mold and fill and use us in service 
to the whole human family. May it be so – on behalf of the United Church of Christ and the Church Universal.  
 
With you on the journey,                                 

                                                              Campbell 
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   We hold a 
m o n t h l y 
Inqu i re r ’ s 
Meeting for 

anyone who is newer to our 
church and might be interested in 
learning more about us.  This 
month’s Inquirer’s meeting will be 
offered on Sunday, August 27th 
at 3pm in our church library. 
   The meetings are led by Pastor 
Kurt Kirchoff and offer a general 
overview of life and membership 
at HCC and our denomination, 
the United Church of Christ.  
They’re purely informational and 
are designed to last between 60 
and 90 minutes depending on the 
number of people who attend.  If 
you’d like to learn more about our 
congregation in that kind of set-
ting, please know that we’d love 
for you to come. 

From the 
Green Team 

 

   In our ongoing effort 
to help us as individuals and as a 
church to be good stewards of 
God’s gifts of the earth we offer:  
      August’s Saying of the Month 
which is from Saint Pope John 
Paul II: 
   “Faced with the glory of the 
Trinity in creation, we must con-
template, sing, and rediscover 
awe. . . . But this capacity for con-
templation and knowledge, this 
discovery of a transcendent pres-
ence in creation, must also lead us 
to rediscover our fraternity with 
the earth, to which we have been 
linked since creation . . . If nature 
is not violated and humiliated, it 
returns to being the sister of hu-
manity.” 
   And August’s Action of the 
Month which is: Install dual flush 
toilets. 

Knitters,       
Crocheters, and 

Wannabes 
 

       The next meeting 
of the Knitters,       

Crocheters, and Wannabes will be on 
Sunday, August 13th. We will meet 
right after worship in the Fellowship 
Hall.  

 
 

      Our congregation is blessed 
with many fine singers, some al-
ready in the choir and others that 
would like to give this wonderful 
group a try.  This is the year to 
finally say yes. We welcome new 
people to our group by inviting you 
to a wonderful dinner and rehears-
al on August 30th at 6:30 here at 
the church. Choir meets on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 – 
8:30 and of course on Sundays.  We 
sing all types of music and have a 
great time sharing together at re-
hearsals. Please let either Judy or 
Barbara know if you would like to 
attend. 

      Many thanks to our special Ju-
ly musicians and singers: Carina 
Arnosti, Nancy White, Mark Gar-
rod (daughter Sarah on string 
bass), Becky Leefers, and Kim 
Huston. 

Time Away 
 
   Pastor Kurt Kirchoff will be away on vacation this month 
through August 20th.  While he’s gone, the Rev. Erin 
Heisler will be available to provide emergency pastoral 
care should the need arise.  She can best be reached by cell 
phone at 517-230-8713  

AUGUST - A month of Sundays 
“August is like the Sunday of summer,” an online meme proclaims. But 
that means different things to different people.  

If you see Sunday as the end of a week — a chance to sleep in, do 
“nothing,” relax and play — then August might be your downtime at the 
end of a busy summer. If Sunday feels heavy because the onslaught of 
the workweek is approaching, then August may carry the dread of falling 
leaves and falling temperatures.  

But if you view Sunday as a fresh start to the week, then August, with a 
new school year and new church programming around the corner, can be 
exciting. And if you honor Sunday as the Sabbath, indeed “August is like 
the Sunday of summer.” God invites us to enjoy these holy days and give 
thanks to him, the Creator of all seasons.  

— Heidi Mann  
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B elow is the list of those scheduled to serve 
in the different roles that will help to pro-

vide our church’s Happy Heart welcome for each of 
the Sundays in August.  If you end up working out 
a switch or a substitution, please let Pastor Kurt or 
Pastor Erin know at your earliest convenience.   

 
August 6th      
   Greeters: Malinda Barr & Ann McGrath 
   Ushers: Dave & Helen Jones 
   Sound Tech: Rich Newport 
   Scripture Reader: Joyce Bischoff 
   Coffee Hosts: Zsa & Mike Mahon 
 
August 13th  
   Greeters: Sylvia Davis & Donna Ellis 
   Ushers: Ruth & Jim Linnemann 
   Sound Tech: Helen Jones 
   Scripture Reader: Jim Linnemann 
   Coffee Hosts: Carol & Dan Reid 
 
August 20th  
   Greeters: Lucretia Hildabridle & Diane Robinson 
   Ushers: Judy Connelly & Becky Leefers 
   Sound Tech: Joey Huston 
   Scripture Reader: Carol Reid 
   Coffee Hosts: Nancy & Dave Ferguson 
 
August 27th    
   Greeters: David & Carina Arnosti 
   Ushers: Jim Gornick & Jewell Muller Gornick 
   Sound Tech: Ron Rowe 
   Scripture Reader: Donna Ellis 
   Coffee Hosts: Nikki & Jack Lennemann 

Thanks to these individuals who have recently served 
the church in  special ways: 

 To our Member Caring committee and the many 
other folks who assist them in providing luncheon 
receptions after memorial services and funerals.  It’s a 
great gift that they’ve given for many, many years to 
grieving families and most recently after Fred Schrep-
fer’s memorial service on July 8th and Judy Eberlein’s 
memorial service on July 15th. 

Our Welcoming Teams  
for August 

 
Members and friends in need of our special atten-

tion and prayers include:  

 David and Helen Jones as they mourn the loss on June 
21st of Dave’s mother and our fellow long-time HCC 
member, Virginia Jones.  Virginia died suddenly and 
unexpectedly of a blood clot after a recent hip surgery. 

 Irma Henner as she continues to receive hospice care.   
 Karen Klein as she continues to receive stem cell trans-

plant treatment to help prevent the return of the cancer 
from which she is now in full remission. 

 Laura Roumpz as she continues to recover from major 
ear surgery. 

 Sonya Zin as she’s back home and recovering after a 
recent hospitalization. 

 Jack Claucherty as he recovers from recent ACL sur-
gery. 

 Russ Wilson as he recovers from a dislocated shoulder. 
 Kurt Kirchoff as he has his second knee replacement 

surgery of the summer on August 8th. 
 
 

                                 *********************** 

 

 

     Our various spiritual life groups won’t be 
meeting during the summertime months of 
June, July, and August, but will look forward 
to starting up again in the fall.  Information 
about each group’s plans for 2017-18 will be 
in September’s newsletter.     



 
 Page 5 

HCC Connect ions  August 2017 

 

August 2017 

 
Newsletter articles for August are due on the 3rd Tuesday, 

 August 15th, at 8:00 AM.   

  1 
 

6pm – ETCH 
 
 

2 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

3 
 

9:15am 
Boot Camp 
 

7pm – AA 

4 
 

7:30am – Yoga 
 
Senior Retreat 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 

5 
 

7am – Gideons 
 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

6    
 

10am -  
Worship; Church School  
 

6:30pm – Gracewood 

7   
 

7:30am - Yoga 
 

9:15am - Boot Camp 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

6:30pm – 
Moms in Touch 
<<<<<<< <  VACATION 

8 
 
 

ELECTION 
VOTING HERE 

ALL DAY 
 
 
 

<<<<  BIBLE >>>> 

9 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 
 
 
 
 
SCHOOL >>>> 

10 
 

9:15am  
Boot Camp 
 

7pm – AA  
 
 
 

<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

11 
 

7:30am – Yoga 
 
 
 
 

HCC  
<<CAMPING>> 

12 
 

7am - Gideons 
 
 
 
 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

13          

10am -  
Worship; Church School  
 

11:15am – Knitters,  
Crocheters & Wannabes 
 

6:30pm – Gracewood 
 

14 
 

7:30am – Yoga 
 

9:15am - Boot Camp 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

6:30pm –  
Moms in Touch 
 

15 
 

8am – Newsletter 
items due 
 

6pm - ETCH 
 

16 
 

12pm – Alanon 

17 
 

9:15am 
Boot Camp 
 

7pm – AA 

18 
 

7:30am – Yoga 
 

19 
 

7am - Gideons 
 

 
10-4pm 
Oliver Eagle 
Ceremony 

20    

10am -  
Worship; Church School 
 

6:30pm – Gracewood 

21 
 

7:30am - Yoga 
 

9:15am - Boot Camp 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

6:30pm –  
Moms in Touch 
 

22 
 

7:15pm 
Church Council 

23 
 

12pm – Alanon 

24 
 

9:15am  
Boot Camp 
 

7pm – AA 

25 
 

7:30am – Yoga 

26 
 

7am – Gideons 
 
 

Mestival – 
High School Youth 

Group Kickoff 
Overnight 

27      
 

10am -  
Worship; Church School 
 

3pm – Inquirers meeting  
 

6:30pm – Gracewood  
 
           

28 
 

7:30am - Yoga 
 

9:15am - Boot Camp 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 

6:30pm –  
Moms in Touch 
 

29 
 

6pm - ETCH 
 

7pm 
Long term vision 
meeting 
 

30 
 

12pm – Alanon 
 
6:30pm 
Choir dinner 
and 1st practice 

31 
 

9:15am  
Boot Camp 
 

7pm – AA 
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August 6th  
“Thank God for Them All”  

Isaiah 55:1-5 & Hebrews 11:23-31 
 
 

August 13th 
   Karen Holcomb-Merrill, guest preacher 

 
 
 
 

 
 

August 20th  
    Melanie Baker, guest preacher 

 
 

August 27th 
“Keep on Slinging”       

Psalm 65:9-13 & Matthew 13:1-9 

H a s l e t t  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h  
Church Office Hours: 9:00 – 12:00, M~F        PHONE – (517) 339-8383     Fax (517) 339-8526 

www.haslettcommunitychurch.org Contact us:  hcc1@att.net 
Pastor Kurt Kirchoff -  pastorkurt53@att.net      Minister for Youth & Children - Rev. Erin Heisler - erin.heisler@att.net 

Beverly Wegener  -  bev.wegener@att.net    Jim Durr - hcc1@att.net 

Worship and Church School, Sundays at 10:00 a. m. 


