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HCC Connect ions  
...to inspire people with love for truth, passion for righteousness, and enthusiasm for service. 

See Stewardship | page  2 

* * * * * * * *  

O utdoor Worship will take 
place on Sunday, Au-

gust 30th, at Lake Lansing Park 
North, Main Pavilion. We have 
the wonderful opportunity to wor-
ship God in a lovely natural set-
ting. A light breakfast will be 
served at 8:45 AM and the service 
will begin at 9:30 AM. We sit 
around picnic tables under the pa-
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Special points of interest: 

Fall Pick-A-Party Book - p3 

Choir Begins - p 4 

H a s l e t t  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h 

vilion, but you may want to bring 
your own lawn chairs. As in past 
years, we are asking people to help 
by setting up, bringing goodies for 
the breakfast, and cleaning up.  
Rather than having a sign-up 
sheet, we ask that people coming 
for breakfast bring something to 
share... muffins, bagels and cream 
cheese, or cut-up fruit.  Beverages 
will be provided.  The Ingham 
County Park District will be charg-
ing a parking fee for entrance to 
Lake Lansing Park North.  (This 
will be either $3 for a daily permit 
or $30 for an annual permit.)  If 
this is a difficulty for you, the Spir-
itual Life Committee will reim-
burse you for that expense. 

S tewardship has many meanings and dimen-
sions. For our church, we must be good stew-

ards of the building and grounds, and many peo-
ple contribute to this effort. We also think of sus-
taining Haslett Community Church in the long 
run by nurturing spiritual growth and growth in 
membership. And, of course, we support the 
church financially to promote our missions and 
programs. We carefully plan and manage our re-
sources “To maintain the worship of God, pro-
claim the gospel of Christ . . . inspire people with 
love for truth, passion for righteousness, and en-
thusiasm for service . . . (and) seek in every way 

to (be) a power for the building of the Kingdom of God.” 
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P astor Kurt Kirchoff 
will continue to be 

away on sabbatical 
through August 16th.  
While he’s gone, the Rev. 
Erin Heisler, Karen Hol-
comb-Merrill, and the 
Rev. Leah Rumsey will 
serve as Sunday worship 
leaders and preachers 
(see the back page of this 
newsletter for specific 
dates).  Until Kurt re-
turns, Erin will also be 
available to provide 

emergency pastoral care.  She can best be reached 
by cell phone at 230-8713. 

W e hold regular Inquirer's 
Meetings for those who 

are interested in learning more 
about our church.  This summer's 
next Inquirer's meeting will be 
offered on Sunday, August 23rd 
at 3pm in our church library.  

The meetings are led by Pastor 
Kurt Kirchoff and offer a general overview of life 
and membership at HCC and our denomination, 
the United Church of Christ.  They're purely infor-
mational and are designed to last between 60 and 
90 minutes depending on the number of people 
who attend.  If you'd like to learn more about our 
congregation in that kind of setting, please know 
that we'd love for you to come. 

Stewardship | cont. from page 1 

Earlier this year, Church Council proposed to ex-
pand the Reverend Erin Heisler’s position to 
fulltime; currently the position is over 85 percent 
of fulltime. Her new position description was 
crafted thoughtfully with added focuses related to 
mentoring a young adult ministry and increased 
responsibilities in connection with HCC’s move 
into social media over the last year. In addition to 
more salary to support her pastoral work, the 
meager retirement contribution of about $1,000 
per year would be increased to over $6,000.  

With our help, we want Pastor Erin to focus more 
energy on cultivating the growth of young adults 
at HCC. We are all witness to the vibrant youth 
program she leads, and we need a vibrant minis-
try focused on this area for the future growth of 
HCC. We believe that a growing young adult min-
istry will have a positive effect on our Children’s 
program. To that end, various committees have 
submitted their proposed budgets for 2016. With 
the exception of proposed increases in our person-
nel budget, most planned budgets are the same as 
those from last year. Clearly, Church Council sees 
the important need for church growth and is plan-
ning for it. 

Of course, a change can only occur with the sup-
port of the HCC church family; it is estimated that 
an additional $13,000 will be needed to support 
this expanded ministry. Because of this increased 
need, the Financial Stewardship Committee wish-
es to be very proactive and will begin its annual 
stewardship campaign in September.   

We are excited by this stewardship prospect and 
hope you are, too! 

God bless, 

Laura Clark-Roumpz 
Chair, Church Growth Committee 

Larry Leefers 
Chair, Financial Stewardship Committee 

A Great Gift for the Right Person  

The Durr family has a stair lift chair that 
they'll happily donate to anyone who is in need of 
one.  If you or someone you know may be interest-
ed in it, please contact Jim Durr.  His e-mail ad-
dress is jdeagle20@gmail.com. 
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The following is from 
HCC’s newslet ter,    
July/August 1960: 
 

Parable of a Vacationist 
Now it came to pass, as summer 

drew nigh, that Mr. Church Member 
lifted his eyes unto the hills and said: 

“Lo, the hot days cometh and 
even now are at hand. Come, let us go 
into the heights, where cool breezes 
refresh us and glorious scenes await.” 

“Thou speakest wisely.” quoth 
Mrs. Church Member. “Yet three or 
four things must be done before we 
go.” 

“Three things I can think of, but 
not four.” responds Mr. Church Mem-
ber. “We must arrange for our flowers 
to be cared for, our awns cut, and the 
mail forwarded, but the fourth eludes 
my mind.” 

“The fourth is like the first three, 
yet more important than all. Thou shalt 
dig into thy purse and pay the church 
pledge that the good name of the 
church shall be preserved and that it 
may be well with thee, for verily I say 
unto thee, thou hast more money than 
thou wilt have when thou dost return.” 

And it came to pass that Mr. 
Church Member paid his pledge for the 
vacation period, and the treasurer re-
joiced greatly, saying, “Of a truth, there 
are those who care for the Lord’s 
work.” And so it was. 

Please Remember Your 
Pledge This Summer  

W e rely almost com-
pletely on the regu-

lar gifts of our members and 
friends to fund the ministry of 
Haslett Community Church.  At 
the end of June we were $8,921 
behind in receiving the gifts 
that have been pledged for 
2016.  Keeping our pledges cur-
rent is always a major help to 
our church's cash flow, especial-
ly in these summer months 
when giving tends to slump 
with people away on vacations.  
As always, we offer a big 
thanks to everyone whose giv-
ing makes possible our church's 
ministry and, with summer in 
full swing an extra reminder to 
keep those gifts coming, even 
when we're away. 

Fall Pick a Party Booklet! 

T he Social Committee 
is putting together a 

Fall Pick-a-Party booklet to be 
given out in early September.  
This will have all the events 
that people are hosting from 
September thru the end of De-
cember.  Here is your chance to 
lead an event that you are in-
terested in sharing with others.  
Please pick up a form from the 
church office or from any Social 
Committee member, fill it out 
with all the details and turn it 
back in to the office or to any-
one whose name is on the form 
by the deadline of August 22nd.   
What is a Pick-a-Party?  Some 
of the Pick-a-Party events that 
we had last spring were the eu-
chre tournament led by Katie 
and Liz, the Painting with a 
Twist hosted by Karla, the bike 
ride to Williamston led by Judy, 
the Beaver Island presentation 
by Joyce Bartels.  We have had 
many great ideas for more Pick-
a-Party gatherings, like camp-
fires, sing-a-longs, quilting, etc.   
Please fill out a form and help 
us bring many people together 
to learn, inspire and have fun.  
More questions?   Just ask Kim 
Carnes, Karla Hiller, Eileen 
Lovett or Judy Peterson. 

"A huge Thank You to all who 
sent greetings for my 90TH 
BIRTHDAY!" The celebration 
lasted all week!!  - Joyce Bartels 

O ur July 17th Blood Drive re-
sulted in 42 donations!  

Many thanks to Hazel, Mary, 
Becky and Larry, Cindy and Ed-
gar, And Paul and Nancy White! 
Our next Blood Drive will be the 
third Friday in September. Hope 
to see you all there - maybe we can 
make it over 50! 
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Knitters, Crocheters, 
and  Wannabes 

The next meeting will be on 
Sunday, August 9th. We will 
meet right after worship in the 
Fellowship Hall. Bring  pro-
jects, questions, and ideas! 

T he choir year begins 
with a progressive 

dinner on Wednesday, August 
26th.  Appetizers will be served 
at Nancy and Paul White's 
house beginning at 6:00pm and 
then dinner at 7:00pm at the 
church, short rehearsal in the 
choir room followed by dessert 
in Fellowship Hall.  All choir 
members and especially new 
ones are invited to attend.  

We would welcome any 
new or former members to 
make this year a singing one.  
Choir rehearses on Wednesday 
evenings from 7:00 - 8:30pm 
and sings on Sunday from 
8:45am until the service ends.  
Knowing that all have busy 
schedules and can't always be 
there, we work ahead by about 
6 weeks so you can learn the 
music.  We have plenty of won-
derful singers that are so will-
ing to help you when you feel 
unsure and the choir is a great 
group of people.  Please give 
some thought to joining us and 
let either Barb or Judy know.  

Thanks for our wonderful 
July musicians and the beauti-
ful music you presented:  Me-
ghan Vorce, Julie Fedewa, Jean 
Hess, Meghan and Tisa Vorce 
and Ali Homminga.  In August 
you will hear Sophie Kirchoff, 
Quinn Rulison, THE GRACE-
WOOD SINGERS, and Becky 
Leefers.  August 30th will be 
outdoor worship and the Joyce 
Bischoff will sing on September 
6th.  September 13th the choir 
returns. 

 The family of Sue Se-
menak, especially her par-
ents, George and Carolyn 
Swanson, and her sister 
and brother-in-law, Carol 
and Dan Reid as they 
mourn the loss of Sue. She 
died on June 26th and her 
memorial service was held 
at our church on June 29th. 

 Romi Chaffee as she con-
tinues to receive hospice 
care. 

 Joyce Miller as she recov-
ers from recent knee re-
placement surgery. 

 Aly Homminga as she re-
covers from recent surgery.  

Members and friends in 
need of our special attention 
and prayers include:  

B elow is the list of those 
scheduled to serve in the 

different roles that will help to provide 
our church's Happy Heart welcome for 
each of the Sundays in August.  If you 
end up working out a switch or a substi-
tution, please let Pastor Erin or our office 
administrator, Bev Wegener, know at 
your earliest convenience.  Thanks very 
much! 

 
August 2nd   
   Greeters: Rich Baumgartner and  
 Ann Pierce  
   Ushers: Anne and Dan McKinney 
   Sound Tech: Patrick Homminga 
   Scripture Reader: Regula Arnosti 
   Coffee Hosts: Brenda and Greg Leman-
ski 
 
August 9th 
   Greeters: Dave and Sandy Vietti 
   Ushers: Donna Ellis and Sylvia Davis 
   Sound Tech: Rich Newport 
   Scripture Reader: Sandy Vietti 
   Coffee Hosts: Betty Robinson and   
   Joanne Ricks 
 
August 16th 
   Greeters: Joanne and Don Ricks 
   Ushers: Julie Fedewa and  
   Jane Roehm 
   Sound Tech: Helen Jones 
   Scripture Reader: Kathy Swearingen 
   Coffee Hosts: Kirk and Katie Riley 
 
August 23rd  
   Greeters: Dan and Anne McKinney 
   Ushers: Shannon Murton and  
   Kim Carnes 
   Sound Tech: Joey Huston 
   Scripture Reader: Lynn Wilson 
   Coffee Hosts: Mark and Sally Garrod 
 
August 30th- Outdoor Worship at Lake 
Lansing Park North 
   Greeters: Carlene McGrath and  
   Melinda Barr 
   Ushers: Bob and Sally Heisler 
   Sound Tech: (not needed at outdoor 
   service) 
   Scripture Reader: Alice Whiren 
   Coffee Hosts: (not needed at outdoor 
   service) 

Our Welcoming 
Teams for August 
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Newsletter articles for September are due the 3rd Tuesday,  
September 15th, at 8:00 AM.   

Haslett Community Church 
 

Church Phone:  339-8383   Church Email:  hcc1@att.net 
Church Web Site:  www.haslettcommunitychurch.org 

Conference Web site: www.michucc.org UCC Web Site:  www.ucc.org 

August 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   

 

 

 
 

 

   1 
 

7:00-8:00 AM 
Gideons 
 

 
2     
 

9:30 AM  
Worship & Church School  
 

6:30 PM – Gracewood 
 

3 
 

7:30 AM – Yoga 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VACATION 
→→→→→→→ 
6:00-8:00 pm 

5 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
 
 
 
 
BIBLE 
→→→→→→ 
6:00-8:00 pm 
 

6 
 

7:00 PM – AA 
 
 
 
 
SCHOOL 
→→→→→→ 
6:00-8:00 pm 

7 
 

7:30 AM–Yoga 

 
 
HCC Family 
Camping →→→ 
 

8 
 

7:00-8:00 AM 
Gideons 
 
 
→→→→→→→ 
 
 

 

9         
 

9:30 AM  
Worship & Church School  
 

11:00 AM Knitters 
 

6:30 PM – Gracewood  
 

10 
 

7:30 AM – Yoga 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
   

11 

 
12 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
 
 

 

13 
 

7:00 PM – AA 
 

 

14 
 

7:30 AM–Yoga 

15 

 

7:00-8:00 AM 
Gideons 
 

16    
 

9:30 AM  
Worship & Church School 
 

6:30 PM – Gracewood  
 

 

17 
 

7:30 AM – Yoga 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
 

7:00 PM – Spiritual 
Life meeting 

18 
 

8:00 AM 
Newsletter items 
due 
 

19 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
 

20 
 

7:00 PM – AA 
 

7:15 PM – 
Church Council 
 

21 
 

7:30 AM–Yoga 
 

7:00 PM – 
Lugnuts Game 
 

22 
 

7:00-8:00 AM 
Gideons 
 

23 
 

9:30 AM  
Worship & Church School  
 

3:00 PM –  
Inquirer’s meeting 
 

6:30 PM – Gracewood 

24  
 

7:30 AM – Yoga 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
 

 

25 26 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
 

6:30 PM –  
1st choir rehearsal 
and progressive 
dinner. 

27 
 

7:00 PM – AA 
 

28 
 

7:30 AM–Yoga 
 

29 

30 
 

9:30 AM  
Outdoor Worship at Lake 
Lansing North  
 

6:30 PM – Gracewood 

31 
 

7:30 AM – Yoga 
 

12 PM – Alanon 
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Sunday, August 2th - 9:30 am 
Rev. Erin Heisler preaching    

 
Sunday, August 9th - 9:30 am 

Karen Holcomb-Merrill preaching     
 

Sunday, August 16th - 9:30 am 
Rev. Leah Rumsey preaching     

  

Sunday, August 23rd - 9:30 am 
“What Is God Doing?”  

Psalm 19:1-10 & Genesis 1:26-27    
 

Sunday, August 30th - 9:30 am 
“A Little Lower Than God”  

Psalm 8 & Romans 8:18-23    

H a s l e t t  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h  
Church Office Hours: 9:00 – 12:00, M~F        PHONE – (517) 339-8383     Fax (517) 339-8526 

www.haslettcommunitychurch.org Contact us:  hcc1@att.net 
Pastor Kurt Kirchoff -  pastorkurt53@att.net      Minister for Youth & Children - Rev. Erin Heisler - erin.heisler@att.net 

Beverly Wegener  -  bev.wegener@att.net    Wayne Mason—hcc1@att.net 

Worship and Church School, Sundays at 9:30 a. m. 


