


BACK UP VOCALS

INTRO

Rehearsal is key. The first standard we set for our band 

members is to make rehearsal a high priority. Not only 

is it where the music comes together and is refined for 

Sunday, but more importantly, it’s where we sit and 

pray together and bond as a team. We carry a small song 

repertoire that allows us to bond even tighter as we learn 

a set of songs that changes slowly.



BACK UP VOCALS
We typically use 1-2 backup vocals on a given Sunday. Occasionally 
one of them will sing lead on a song. 

WHERE YOU NEED TO BE:

Harmony - be able to find and learn the harmony part in any song in 
our repertoire

Knowing where and where not to sing

Stage presence - be able to NOT focus on the lyric sheets for the 
majority of the time that you’re singing - this means memorizing the 
music to an extent

WAYS WE CAN HELP YOU GET THERE:

Vocal training MP3s - every vocalist should go through the set of 
these at least once

Vocal intensives - these are expert-taught mini-seminars for our 
vocalists

Singing along! Learn to sing in the environment of our rehearsals 
as you perform with the band live during rehearsal. There’s no 
better way to learn.



RHYTHM GUITAR

WHERE YOU NEED TO BE:
• Be able to play from memory all major and minor chords in each key

• Be able to strum on beat with a metronome -the  
   band plays with a metronome in their ears. It helps hold us to a 
   standard and keeps each song consistent. 

• Be able to palm mute and control the intensity of your strumming 
   while staying on beat

• Be able to distinguish where and where not to play within a song - 
   nobody plays all the time!

WAYS WE CAN HELP YOU GET THERE:
• Guitar intensives - these are expert-lead mini seminars

• Personalized lessons with our guitarists - guitar is an instrument 
   that is 10% learning and 90% practice. We can give you the tools to 
   learn on your own as we guide you towards competence.

• Links to youtube videos for both general training and song-specific 
  direction - often the actual recording musicians will post training   
   videos on youtube

BASS



BASS

WHERE YOU NEED TO BE:
• Be able to play in tempo with drums and a click track - the band is   
playing with a metronome in their ears. It helps hold 
   us to a standard and keeps each song consistent.

• Be able to learn and play bass parts from a recording and your own 
   research (youtube, etc.)

• Be able to play with the proper timing and expression - the bass 
   adds dimension to music and does not usually play for an entire 
   song. Know where you play and where you don’t.

WAYS WE CAN HELP YOU GET THERE:
• Personalized lessons with our bass players - this is a simple 
   instrument that anyone can learn to play. We will teach you the 
   basics so you can learn more on your own and progress towards the 
   set standard

• Playing along! Learn to play in the environment of our rehearsals as 
   you play with the band live. There’s no better way to learn.



DRUMS

WHERE YOU NEED TO BE:
• Be able to learn drum beats and fills to songs from recordings and 
   online research on your own

• Be able to keep tempo with a metronome. We play 
   with a metronome in our ears. It keeps each song consistent and holds 
   us to a constant standard

• Be able to read the mood of the crowd and the band leader. Drums 
   bring energy and take it away when needed. While we may rehearse 
   a certain version and arrangement of a song, during a Sunday service 
   drummers need to be able to react to where God may take the crowd 
   and the leader- be that elevating the energy or removing it.

• Be able to interact with Ableton. This is the program that we use 
   to fire off our backing tracks and the metronome. The drummer is in 
   control of this element - they start and stop it and the beginning and 
   end of each song. It’s very simple, but a very important responsibility.

WAYS WE CAN HELP YOU GET THERE:
• Training DVDs

• Personalized practice sessions - use the building throughout the 
   week to rehearse on your own or with members of the band. We know 
   that drums isn’t always something you can practice with at home!

• Playing along! Learn to play in the environment of our rehearsals as 
   you play with the band live. There’s no better way to learn.



KEYBOARD

While the Piano is often a part of our music, this member of the band 
needs to be able to play keyboards - which means using different 
voices and sounds that fit the songs that we are playing. 

WHERE YOU NEED TO BE:
• Be able to learn keyboard parts to songs including helping to select 
   the right sound for the song from recordings and online research on 
   your own

• Learning to interact with our keyboard. We currently use a Yamaha 
   Motif. It is a simple to use but highly diverse weighted-key keyboard. 
   It can do a lot. knowing how to make it do what you want will elevate 
   the skill level of the band considerably as opposed to using the same 
   sound for every song in a set. 

• Be able to read the mood of the crowd and band leader. Often the 
   keys will “pad” behind the speaking part of our services, which 
   means continuing to play softly with a pad sound or piano while 
   someone - the band leader or speaker - continues to speak. Keys 
   help set a mood of reflection.

WAYS WE CAN HELP YOU GET THERE:
• Personalized lessons and training from our band members and 
   leaders. We will teach you how to use the Motif. 

• Playing along! Learn to play in the environment of our rehearsals 
  as you play with the band live. There’s no better way to learn. 



STEP ONE

The first step for anyone wishing to become a member of the band 

is to join us for rehearsal. No matter what, the first week you come 

is spent with the Tech Team. This allows us us to get to know you off 

stage and it also gives you an overview of the tech that we use and 

shows you why we do so. Also, you get to see how a rehearsal is run 

before you jump on stage.

The Band And the Tech Team function 
together as The Worship Team. 
They are both integral parts of 

presenting an accurate picture of 
God on Sundays. 

Flip this over to see the team guide 
for the TECH TEAM


