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The Greatest Gift  

 
The greatest gift . . . is the realization that life does not 

consist either of wallowing in the past or of peering anxiously 

at the future; and it is appalling to contemplate the great 

number of often painful steps by which one arrives at a truth 

so old, so obvious, and so frequently expressed. It is good for  

one to appreciate that life is now. Whatever it offers, little or  

much, life is now - this day - this hour. 

 
                                                              - Charles Macomb Flandrau    
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GROOME UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
November 18, 2018, 10:00 a.m. 

Reverend, Dr. S. Willard Crossan, III 
Worship Leader:  Yvonne Martz 

Thanksgiving Sunday 

GATHERING AND REFLECTION 

Organ Prelude 

Parish Calendar and Greeting                           Dr. Crossan 

Call to Worship 

Leader: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you  
   judge the peoples with equity and guide all the  
   nations upon the earth. 
People: Let all the peoples praise you, O God; let all the  
   peoples praise you. 
Leader: The earth has brought forth its increase; may God, 
   our own God, bless us. 
People:  Let all the peoples praise you, O God; let all the  
   peoples praise you. 

Opening Prayer    

*Hymn of Praise          “We Gather Together”                      131 

Call of Confession 

Prayer of Confession 

O merciful God, we confess that we have not acknowl-
edged you as the source of our success, our substance,  
ourselves. We have been far more ready to complain  
when things go wrong than to praise when all is well.  
We have fed our bodies a rich diet while neglecting to  
feed our souls.  Power and wealth have assumed greater 
importance to us than sensitivity and service. We have  
allowed religious words and forms to substitute for living 
encounters with the persons you have called us to love. 
Forgive us, compassionate Redeemer, and grant us the  
opportunity to start over again.  Keep us from repeating 
the mistakes of the past or from new evils that could mis-
lead or destroy.  In the name of Christ, we offer our earnest 
prayers for pardon and deliverance.  Amen.  
 

Silent Meditation 

Words of Assurance                

The Lord’s Prayer 

Choir Anthem               

 
 
 
 
 

PROCLAMATION AND PRAISE 

Leader: O Lord, open our hearts and our minds; 
People: that we may behold wonderful things out of your  
   word. 

Old Testament                  1 Samuel 1:4-20                Yvonne Martz 
Epistle Lesson             Hebrews 10:11-14,19-25       Gerri Padgett 
*Gospel Lesson             Mark 13:1-8 
*Affirmation of Faith               “Canada”                                     883 
*Gloria Patri                           70 

*Passing of the Peace 

PETITIONS, INTERCESSIONS, AND OFFERING 

The Collect                                       

Most gracious God, you crown the year with your goodness. 
We praise you that you have ever fulfilled your promise that, 
while earth remains, seedtime and harvest shall not cease. 
We bless you for the order and constancy of nature, for the 
beauty of earth and sky and sea, and for the providence that 
year by year supplies our need.  We thank you for your bless-
ings and bounty.  And with our thanksgiving for these bless-
ings, accept our praise, O God, for the eternal riches of your 
grace in Christ the Lord; for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Pastoral Prayer & Prayers of the People 
  -Voicing of our Petitions- 
   Leader:  Lord, in your mercy, 
   People:  Hear our prayer. 

Words of Presentation                                                 Yvonne Martz 
Offering   
*The Presentation                 “Doxology”                                       95 
*Hymn of Preparation      “I am Thine, O Lord”                           419 
Sermon                            “Ministers All We Are“             Dr. Crossan 

SENDING FORTH 

* Hymn of Dedication    “Come Ye Thankful People Come”        694 

* Words of Dedication        
 Leader: May you serve God with patience and passion. 
 People: May we be deliberate in living our faith. 
 Leader: May you be steadfast in celebrating the Spirit’s power. 
 People: May grace and peace ever be our way in the world.   
 Amen. 

*Benediction 

*Benediction Response           “He is Lord”   

*Postlude                                                                  *Please Stand 


