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Can't  

 
Can't is the worst word that's written or spoken; 
     Doing more harm here than slander and lies; 
On it is many a strong spirit broken, 
     And with it many a good purpose dies. 
It springs from the lips of the thoughtless each morning 
     And robs us of courage we need through the day: 
It rings in our ears like a timely-sent warning 
     And laughs when we falter and fall by the way. 
Can't is the father of feeble endeavor, 
      The parent of terror and half-hearted work; 
It weakens the efforts of artisans clever, 
     And make of the toiler an indolent shirk. 
It poisons the soul of the man with a vision, 
     It stifles in infancy many a plan; 
It greets honest toiling with open derision 
     And mocks at the hopes and the dreams of a  man. 
Can't is a word none should speak without blushing; 
     To utter it should be a symbol of shame; 
Ambition and courage it daily crushing; 
     It blights a man's purpose and shortens his aim. 
Despise it with all our your hatred of error; 
     Refuse it the lodgment it seeks in your brain; 
Arm against it as a creature of terror, 
     And all that you dream of you some day shall gain. 
Can't is the word that is foe to ambition, 
     An enemy ambushed to shatter your will; 
Its prey is forever the man with a mission 
     And bows but to courage and patience and skill. 
Hate it, with hatred that's deep and undying, 
     For once it is welcomed 'twill break any man; 
Whatever the goal you are seeking, keep trying 
     And answer this demon by saying, "I can." 

                                                                              - Author Unknown 
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Reverend, Dr. S. Willard Crossan, III 

Worship Leader: Eileen Weitzel 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

GATHERING AND REFLECTION 

Organ Prelude 

Parish Calendar and Greeting                Dr. Crossan 

Call to Worship 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
People;  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:  Let us worship and give thanks unto him. 
People:  He is the way, the truth, and the life; both now and  
 for evermore.  

 
Opening Prayer                              

* Hymn of Praise              “Ye Servants of God”                           181 

Call of Confession                 

Prayer of Confession 

Almighty God, you are of purer eyes than to behold evil, if  
you should condemn us, who should stand? We humbly ask 
that you not enter into judgment with your servants, for in 
your sight no one living shall be seen as justified; for you  
know our foolishness, and our sins are not hidden from you. 
But you, O Lord, are full of compassion and gracious, slow to 
anger and plenteous in mercy; there is forgiveness with you  
if we obey your will. We ask that you may cleanse us from  
our secret faults; keep us from presumptuous sins; deliver us 
from all our transgressions; draw close to our souls and  
redeem them, and purge away our sins; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.  
 

Silent Meditation 

Words of Assurance                

The Lord’s Prayer 

Choir Anthem    

PROCLAMATION AND PRAISE 

Leader: O Lord, open our hearts and our minds; 
People: that we may behold wonderful things out of your word. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

New Testament Lesson            Acts 11:1-18                        Eileen Wetizel 

Epistle Lesson                   Revelation 21:1-6                Percilla Gerham 

* Gospel Lesson               John 13:31-35 

* Affirmation of Faith                    “Korean”                          884 

* Gloria Patri 

* Passing of the Peace 

PETITIONS, INTERCESSIONS, AND OFFERING 

The Collect                                       

Almighty and everlasting God, who has given us the faith of Christ 
for a light to our feet amid the darkness of this world: Have pity 
upon all who, by doubting or denying it, are gone astray from the 
path of safety; bring home the truth to their hearts, and grant 
them to receive it; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord and  
Savior. Amen.  

 
Psalter              Psalm 148:1-14       (Response )            861 

Pastoral Prayer & Prayers of the People 

  -Voicing of our Petitions- 
   Leader:  Lord, in your mercy, 
   People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Words of Presentation                                                      Eileen Weitzel 

Offering 

* The Presentation                     “Doxology”                                        95 

* Hymn of Preparation    “When Our Confidence Is Shaken”            505 

 Sermon                                  “Faces of Mystery”                   Dr. Crossan 

SENDING FORTH 

* Hymn of Dedication  “Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast”               339 

* Words of Dedication        

  Grant, O Lord, that what has been said with our lips we may  
  believe in our hearts, and that what we believe in our hearts we 
  may practice in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 * Benediction 

 * Benediction Response              “He Is Lord”                                    177 

 

 * Postlude            

* Please Stand 


