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Christmas reminds us of His birth but that 
day is neither the beginning or even the early 
part of the story.  With the birth of Christ we 
jump into an eternal history mid-stream; 
much has come before and much has yet to 
happen.  Come discover the possibilities that 
an eternal Jesus opens up in your life today.  
See where you are in the Master's plan. 
There will be childcare for birth through early 
elementary ages. 

Beginning on the first Vertical service of 
2012, (Wednesday, January 4), Pastor      
Segun Aiyegbusi will walk us through the 
seven letters to the seven churches in the 
first three chapters of the book of Revelation. 
 
You will be amazed to discover that those 
letters written to congregations some 2000 
years earlier are applicable to you here and 
now. Come and see Jesus as you’ve never 
seen Him. Learn to fall in love all over again 
and discover how to be a church that Jesus 
really. Hope to see you! 

Join us here at Grace (Netcong campus) on New 
Year’s Eve.  We begin at 8:00 P.M.—midnight. 
Bring a dish to share and enjoy an evening of 
fun, fellowship and food. The entertainment for 
the evening will be a family-friendly comedian 
and ventriloquist. Sign up in the lobby to be a 
part of this fun evening.  We will have a table 
decorating contest, so if you would  like to           
decorate a table, or would like to help with the  
evening in any way, please contact Aggie Beede 
at  ticausa2008@gmail.com.   

“To Raise Up Generations Of Families That Are Built To Last”“To Raise Up Generations Of Families That Are Built To Last”“To Raise Up Generations Of Families That Are Built To Last”“To Raise Up Generations Of Families That Are Built To Last”    
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By Armin Sommer 
 
I know.  I can already see some people pointing to the backs of 
their throats with a “make me throw up” gesture.  But the fact is, 
I’m in love.  With a  “woman” named Grace Church.  I’m smitten, 
and I shamelessly profess my adoration.   
 
The question is, “Why?”  Allow me to offer several reasons.   

    
The Way the Lord Is At WorkThe Way the Lord Is At WorkThe Way the Lord Is At WorkThe Way the Lord Is At Work    

I have never in my several decades of full-time vocational       
service seen the Holy Spirit engaging in such lively work among 
a people.  When I see decisions for Christ springing up like    
dandelions on my lawn in late spring I think to myself, 
“Something is happening that goes way beyond me.”  Yep.  I 
admit that this is something HE is doing, with or without me.  And 
I’m more than thrilled simply to be a part of it.   

    
The Way You at WorkThe Way You at WorkThe Way You at WorkThe Way You at Work    

For example… A year ago we gave a call for folks to fill up      
grocery bags with non-perishable food items.  You responded 
and brought in a “second harvest” of food for people in our     
congregation and    beyond who needed food.  This year, when 
we again issued the call for non-perishable food items, you      
responded.  And the   result was an amount of food that was four 
to five times the size of last year’s “harvest.”  Room 204 (the 
“Grace Café”) was stuffed with blue grocery bags.  I’m thrilled 
simply to be part of a congregation that takes so seriously 1 John 
3:16.  (Look it up.)  
 
Another example…  The Dunham family was the point persons 
for Operation Christmas Child, a ministry of Samaritan’s Purse.  
The goal we set for this year was 500 gift “shoeboxes” loaded 
with presents for children in developing countries.  You           
responded with open hearts and hands, bringing in a total of 
nearly 600 boxes.   
 
I am immeasurably proud of how our congregation has stepped 
up and selflessly given in support of our vision on both a local 
and international level to raise up generations of families that are 
built to last.  God is faithful.  And so were you. 
 
Like I said… I’m grateful that the Lord has allowed me simply to 
be a part of it. And that, in a nutshell, is just a dim reflection of 
why I love it here. 
 
May the Lord bless you with an amazing and joyful Christmas. 

DivorceCare is a friendly, caring group of people who 
will walk alongside you through one of life's most difficult 
experiences.  Gain access to valuable DivorceCare    
resources on dealing with the pain of the past, and look 
forward to rebuilding your life. 
 
DivorceCare meets on the first Sunday of every 
month at the Netcong campus – (December 4) from 
6:30—8:30 P.M. Childcare is not provided.  Contact 
Steve or Tracy Heady at sheady521@optonline.net with 
any questions.  You can also check out the DivorceCare 
Website at www.Divorcecare.org to learn more. 

GriefShare groups help you move toward rebuilding 
your life after the loss of a loved one.  

STARTING FEBRUARY 6 
GriefShare meets on Monday evenings at 7:00 P.M.  at 
the Netcong Campus (in the downstairs library) and 
meets weekly.  Questions?  Contact Frank or Kathy 
Rizzo at bearcub16@verizon.net 

If you are not currently in a men's group, this is a great 
place to start!  We don't just study Jesus' life, we ask 
Him to improve ours as we learn and grow. Our men's 
Bible study will be looking at the life of Jesus through the       
Gospel of Mark.  
 
The sessions are open to all men at Grace and             
beyond.  Choose the one that fi ts your schedule,          
and then be ready to be challenged and encouraged.  
For more information, contact Pastor Cameron:                          
cameron@grace4families.com 
 

Meeting Schedule: 
DEC 1, 6:15 A.M. - Grace Café (Netcong Campus) 

DEC 6, 7:00 A.M. - Rockaway Panera Bread 
DEC 8, 6:15 A.M. - Grace Café (Netcong Campus) 

DEC 13, 7:00 A.M. - Rockaway Panera Bread 
DEC 15, 6:15 A.M. - Grace Café (Netcong Campus) 

DEC 20, 7:00 A.M. - Rockaway Panera Bread 
DEC 22, 6:15 A.M. - Grace Café (Netcong Campus) 

DEC 27 & 29—NO MEETINGS 
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Need a weekend away from the hustle and bustle of          
your life?  Join us for a wonderful winter getaway on       
January 27-29 2012 at Camp-of-the-Woods, in Speculator 
New York.  The cost is $190 per person based on double 
occupancy and includes all meals from Friday dinner through 
Sunday lunch, and lodging for 2 nights, along with many 
great activities, crafts and great teaching.   
 
Pastor Armin Sommer will provide inspirational teaching and 
George Moran will be leading us in worship.  This weekend is 
a great way to get to know some of your church family, have 
some quiet time and experience in-depth times of teaching 
and worship.  Spots are limited to this weekend, and you 
must pay the full cost at the time of your reservation.         
Reservations will begin on December 4.  If you have        
questions, contact Tim Leonard at tim@grace4families.com 
or 973-347-0667 ext 17.  This is what some of our previous 
participants have said about their time at the Adult Winter 
Weekend: 
 
Carrie Kraus: “The food is great, and I don’t have to cook or 
clean up!” 
 
Ariel Moriyon:  “It is beautiful and serene! We don’t have 

snow like this in Cuba!”  
Kerry Scarmack:  “Joe and I really enjoy the time away.  No 
sports on TV!” 

Saturday, December 3, 2011Saturday, December 3, 2011Saturday, December 3, 2011Saturday, December 3, 2011    
Time: 5:00Time: 5:00Time: 5:00Time: 5:00————10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 PPPP....MMMM....    

(Pot(Pot(Pot(Pot----Luck Dinner & Gift Exchange)Luck Dinner & Gift Exchange)Luck Dinner & Gift Exchange)Luck Dinner & Gift Exchange)    
 

S.A.L.T. invites all Singles (40+) and their families to        
fellowship together in celebration of Christ’s birth! S.A.L.T. 
(Single Adults Learning Together) is an outreach ministry of 
Bethlehem Church.  A number of Grace members participate 
in their Bible studies, social events and service projects.    
Join us  here at Grace Church (Netcong campus) downstairs 
in the youth room. Please bring: 
 
1. Pot-Luck dish to share (main, salad or dessert) If you 

be unable to bring a pot-luck item, a $10  
donation is requested at the door. 

 
2. A wrapped non-gender present of $10 value for the gift 

exchange; one per attendee. 
 

RSVP no later than Thursday, December 1. 
Contact S.A.L.T. Leader Joe Madsen at 201-317-7431.  

MMMMarriage arriage arriage arriage BBBBuilders in uilders in uilders in uilders in AAAActionctionctionction    

The sessions are open to all men at Grace and             
beyond.  Choose the one that fi ts your schedule,          

For more information, contact Pastor Cameron:                          

What is the Grace SWAP?  It is a place for people to        
connect the things that they have (you know, the stuff you 
no longer need, the stuff in your attic, or drawer, or garage) 
with people who need them. 
 
In the Grace Cafe' you will find cards to fill out describing the 
item that you would are GIVING away (All must be free).  It 
will be posted on the bulletin board for others to see, and 
write down your information.  NO items will actually be       
accepted here at Grace.  Once the item is gone, you simply 
remove your card and praise God for the chance to serve 
someone else's need. 

Grace is offering a ministry designed specifically for        
engaged and first-time married couples (married 6 years or 
less).  We know that God created Adam and Eve, and that 
God created a gift called marriage, but do you think God 
created marriage, and then said, “Here, figure it out        
yourselves”?  One of the three objectives is to help create 
and guide couples to a strong biblical foundation for their 
marriage.  But there’s MORE!  This class will provide      
opportunities for young couples to develop a strong bond 
and friendship with each other as they go through the same 
stages of life together.  There’s still MORE!  You will       
know exactly what Scripture says about the roles and     
responsibilities of couples, wives and husbands.  You’ll 
learn Biblical solutions to “growth areas” in your marriage 
and identify with other couples the struggles common to all.  
MBA will cover such topics as: 
 

����The Permanence of Marriage. 
����What does “Leaving” and “Cleaving” mean for a  

married couple. 
����Resolving conflict. 

����How do you handle holidays & In-laws 
����lKeeping romance alive. 

����Budgeting – one checkbook or two? 
 

Plus MUCH MORE!!! 
 

Whether you are engaged or already married for six years 
or less, this class will help you learn the skills you’ll need 
for a lasting and happy life together. Join Brad and Shirley 
Wagner for this challenge.  Class begins Sunday,       
January 15, 9:45 A.M. in the basement of the white 
house.  For further information, contact Shirley Wagner 
at 973-347-0667, ext 18. 
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 Plant a Little Seed: Grow a Big Faith 
Begins Tuesday, November 29, 9:20 – 11:20 A.M., 

Youth Room 
Join us for a three-week Priscilla Shirer study.  
Priscilla will lead us in using five principles as we 
search God’s Word each week. Position yourself to 
hear from God; Pore over the passage                    
and paraphrase the major points; Pull out                 
the  spiritual principles; Pose the question; and      
Plan obedience. Contact Sherrie McDonald at             
sherrie@grace4families.com. Cost for book: $5 

 

 
 

Begins Tuesday, January 10, Room 100 
Fellowship time, 6:30-7:00 P.M.—Study time, 7:00 P.M. 

No Old Testament event illustrates God's persistent desire to relate to His children as the building of the 
tabernacle. Through the tabernacle God initiated a deeper relationship with His Chosen People by bringing 
reconciliation and revealing His glory. In this 10-week in-depth Bible study you will be challenged to prepare 
your heart, like the holy of holies, to become a home for His love and glory — a dwelling place for the Most 
High God. For more information, contact Carrie Kraus (631-445-9020 / ckraus01@optonline.net) or Betty 
Osterhoudt (973-978-8569 / elizabeth.osterhoudt@gmail.com). Cost: $15 

  

 

 Navigating a Life Interrupted 
Begins Sunday, January 15, 2012,  
11:15  A.M.– 12:15 P.M., Room 100 

What do we do when God interrupts our lives? Many 
times, like Jonah, we run! In this 7-session Bible 
study, Priscilla Shirer redefines interruption and 
shows that interruption is actually God's invitation to 
do something beyond our wildest dreams. Come find 
out what God's invitation is for you. Contact Sherrie 
McDonald at sherrie@grace4families.com.  Cost for 
book: $15 

  

 

 

Begins Tuesday, January 11, 9:20 – 11:20 AM, 
Youth Room 

Join Kay Arthur, Priscilla Shirer and Beth Moore for 
this seven-session Bible study.  Kay challenges us to 
faithfulness in difficult days. Priscilla points to the    
essential of trust in God's ability, and Beth teaches on 
how to discern truth from error in these difficult days.  
Sign up in the lobby or contact Lynne Cartwright at 
lynne@grace4families.com. Cost: $15 

If you hunger for a deeper 
spiritual walk with God, 
join us for the Celebration 
of Discipline Bible study    
by Richard  Foste r.         
Decem ber  1  we           

will begin studying and discussing the spiritual          
discipline of Guidance. Our December meetings (these 
are optional) will be on Sunday, December 18, 11:15 A.M. 
(room 100) & Monday, December 19 (Grace Café) at    
7:00 P.M.  The cost is $20 for the book and discussion 
guide.  For more information or if you have questions, 
contact Doreen Holy at Doreen@doreenholy.com, Sue 
Schulien at suschu49@yahoo.com or Sherrie McDonald 
at sherrie@grace4families.com. 
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Teaching children to tithe is a lesson that we have been working to instill in our students.  Each 
Sunday during Sunday School classes, children are invited to take a trip to the church house     
donation boxes located in the preschool and elementary hallways.  Thank you for the donations 
we have been receiving.  We will be using the money to purchase a secure check-in database for 
Children's Ministries (Netcong campus). 
 

Some suggestions to help you teach this lesson at home are: 
 

1. If you give your child an allowance, do it in a way that the child can separate 
the tithe easily. If the child receives a dollar, give the child three quarters, 
two dimes, and a  nickel. The child can easily set aside a dime. 

2. Encourage children to set aside the tithe as soon as they earn money from 
an allowance or a small job.  

3. Share how God has blessed your obedience to tithe.  
4. Read to the child Bible stories that teach God’s  plan for giving.  

 
Some Bible stories or passages that will help you teach children about tithing are: 

 
����Malachi 3:8-10 tells of God’s blessing when we tithe.  
����Genesis 14 tells of Abram giving a tenth of everything to Melchizedek, the priest, after God 
helped Abram rescue his nephew Lot from the enemy kings.  
����Genesis 28:10-22 tells of Jacob’s dream.  Afterward, he built and altar and tells God that he will 
give Him a tenth of all he owns.  
����Matthew 23:23, Jesus reminded the Pharisees and teachers of the law that ti thing is important, 
but they also needed to  practice justice, mercy, and faithfulness.  
����1 Corinthians 16:1-4, Paul tells the  Corinthians how to set aside the money to be given to the 
church. 

 

 
 

Christmas is a time giving.  Have you been busy trying to find just the right gift for that someone special?  Make a list 
and check it twice, but don't forget Jesus this year!  In celebrating His birth, what gift do you have in mind for our      
Savior?  Children's Ministries has a suggestion. Give Jesus the gift of time spent together as a family in His name each 
day or perhaps designating a family night each week.  Our gift to you are the tools for your family gatherings.  Stop by 
at the Sunday School check-in desks in the elementary or preschool area on December 4 and (at both campuses) pick 
up your family gift. We pray that these tools will be a blessing to your family. Wishing you all a Merry Christmas from 
Children’s Ministries. 

hear from God; Pore over the passage                    
and paraphrase the major points; Pull out                 
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SYMPATHIES: 
Sympathies are extended to: 

�The Bartek and Fields family on the passing of Al Fields, 
on November 3. 

�Thomas Potts on the passing of his grandmother, Mary Mercurio,  
on November 5. 

�Alice Becker on the passing  of her mother, Frances, on November 5. 

 PATRIOT PRAYERS 
Pray for our servicemen & women:  
Sam Baker, Daniel Morgan, Frank  
Eisbacher, Ben Smith, Samantha 

Shaw, Dave Pereda, Josh Williams, 
Nick Walters, Scott Zetterstrom  

To add loved one to the above list, please 
contact Lynne Cartwright 
lynne@grace4families.com. 

 

 

 

Our annual Palisades Park mall trip for students     
in 9th - 12th grade will take place on Saturday, 
December 10. Please sign up in the youth       
room. We will leave at 3:00  P.M. and will return 
10:30 P.M. 

 

 

 

NYC relief trip for students in 7th - 12th grade is on Saturday, 
January 21. We will feed the homeless and needy in NYC. 
There are 24 spots available. Please sign up in the youth            
room. We will leave the church at 6:00 A.M and will return back 
at 6:00 P.M.   

BIRTHS: 
Congratulations to 

�Pete & Bonnie Volgaris 
on the birth of  

Abigail Grace born on  
November 5, 7 lbs. 11 oz. 
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This month small groups will meet on December 14, 
and 21. It is never too late to sign up. We have 
groups available for students in 5th - 12th grade. 
Just come on a Wednesday night and we will get 
you  connected. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jr. & Sr. Highs! Mark your calendars for Word of Life,       
SNOWCAMP, February 17-19. There are 40 spots available!  
Sign ups begin Sunday, December 4 downstairs in the youth 
room.  Cost is $100.  Reserve your spot! 



Jan 2 • GriefShare, 7:00 P.M. (downstairs library) 

Jan 3 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 7:00 A.M. (Rockaway  
  Panera Bread) 

Jan 4 • VERTICAL (monthly communion service), 7:00 P.M. 

Jan 5 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 6:15 A.M. (Netcong Grace 
Café) 

Jan 9 • GriefShare, 7:00 P.M. (downstairs library) 

Jan 10 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 7:00 A.M. (Rockaway  
  Panera Bread) 

Jan 11 • Jr.& Sr. High Small Groups, 7:00 P.M. 

Jan 12 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 6:15 A.M. (Netcong Grace 
Café) 

Jan 14 • Joy Fellowship, 8:30 A.M. 

Jan 15 • MBA (Marriage Builders in Action) begins, 9:45 A.M. 
(downstairs in the white house basement) 
• Remix, (young adults ages 18-29),  6:00 P.M. 

Jan 16 • GriefShare, 7:00 P.M. (downstairs library) 

Jan 17 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 7:00 A.M. (Rockaway  
  Panera Bread) 

Jan 18 • Jr.& Sr. High Small Groups, 7:00 P.M. 

Jan 19 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 6:15 A.M. (Netcong Grace 
Café) 

Jan 21 • Jr. & Sr. High NYC Relief trip, 6:00 A.M.  

Jan 23 • GriefShare, 7:00 P.M. (downstairs library) 

Jan 24 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 7:00 A.M. (Rockaway  
  Panera Bread) 

Jan 25 • Jr.& Sr. High Small Groups, 7:00 P.M. 

Jan 26 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 6:15 A.M. (Netcong Grace 
Café) 

Jan 31 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 7:00 A.M. (Rockaway  
  Panera Bread) 

Jan 27-
29 

• Adult Winter Weekend 

Jan 8 • Remix, (young adults ages 18-29),  6:00 P.M. 

Jan 22 • Remix, (young adults ages 18-29),  6:00 P.M. 

Jan 29 • Remix, (young adults ages 18-29),  6:00 P.M. 

Nov 29 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 7:00 A.M. (Rockaway  
  Panera Bread) 
• Christmas Choir rehearsal, 7:00—9:00 P.M.. 

Nov 30 • Jr.& Sr. High Small Groups, 7:00 P.M.. 

Dec 2 • Family T ime, 7:00—-9:00 P.M. 

Dec 3 • Family T ime breakfast, 9:00-10:00 A.M 
• Family T ime, 10:00 A.M.—12:00 P.M. 

Dec 4 • Homeless Outreach, Dover, 2:00 P.M. 
• DivorceCare, 6:30 P.M. 
• Remix, (young adults ages 18-29),  6:00 P.M. 

Dec 6 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 7:00 A.M. (Rockaway  
  Panera Bread) 

Dec 7 • VERTICAL (monthly communion service), 7:00 P.M. 

Dec 8 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 6:15 A.M. (Netcong Grace 
Café) 

Dec 10 • Joy Fellowship, 8:30 A.M. 
• Jr. & Sr. High Palisades Mall T rip 3:00 P.M. 
• Singles Christmas Party 5:00 P.M.(Youth room)  

Dec 11 • Remix, (young adults ages 18-29),  6:00 P.M. 

Dec 13 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 7:00 A.M. (Rockaway  
  Panera Bread) 

Dec 14 • Jr.& Sr. High Small Groups, 7:00 P.M.. 

Dec 15 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 6:15 A.M. (Netcong Grace 
Café) 

Dec 18 • Remix, (young adults ages 18-29),  6:00 P.M. 

Dec 20 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 7:00 A.M. (Rockaway  
  Panera Bread) 

Dec 21 • Jr.& Sr. High Small Groups, 7:00 P.M.. 

Dec 22 • Men’s Weekly Bible Study, 6:15 A.M. (Netcong Grace 
Café) 

Dec 24 • CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 1:00, 3:00, 5:00 &  
  7:00  P.M. (at the Netcong campus)   
(childcare provided from  

Dec 25 • CHRISTMAS  SERVICE, 10:00  A.M. 

Dec 24 • CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 5:00 P.M. (at the  
  Rockaway  campus)   

Dec 31 • New Year’s Eve Celebration, 8:00 P.M.  

Please Note: ALL Calendar items below take place at the Netcong campus unless otherwise stated. 

Have an article for the Times of Grace?  Contact Lynne Cartwright at 

lynne@grace4families.com.  Deadline for articles is Monday, December 5. 


