
 

 

Listening Guide for Celebrative Worship 
 
 

The very mention of “worship” with reference to comeback makes some people nervous.  
“Are we going to have to promote this style?” “Is the answer for churches to be 
traditional? Or contemporary?”  The answer is, “None of the above.”  The answer is for 
churches to give worship to God. 
 
Worship matters.  It was consistently mentioned, consistently considered, consistently a 
point of controversy and consistently essential among Comeback Churches in the 
research.   
 
Almost all of the Comeback Churches identified their mood as celebrative and 
orderly.  Celebration can mean different things.  It doesn’t mean that every worship style 
will look alike.  There is a sense that when we gather together for worship, there is a 
sense of celebration.  There is something worth celebrating that we have to focus on and 
talk about.  There were churches in the research that discovered their passion for God 
often by examining their worship.   
 
The solution does not lie in just “jazzing up the service” it lies in seeking God’s heart and 
finding worship that will help people connect to God.  In many of the platueaed and 
declining churches the worship was once meaningful but now it has lost it’s meaning to 
the community.   
 
Worship cannot end the refocusing process but it has often been the beginning.  Many 
churches in the research began their transformation by focusing on their worship 
first.  
 
Worship is a biblical command.   Psalm 100:1-2 “Shout to the Lord all the earth, worship 
the Lord with gladness.  Come before him with joyful songs.  The question we have to 
ask is, “Does this characterize your church?”  Is your church coming before him with 
joyful songs?  If so, it lines up with the biblical command and also with the research in 
Comeback Churches. 
 
Even unbelievers can be influenced by worship.  Unbelievers can see true believers 
focusing on God and experiencing his presence through genuine praise and worship and 
they can see they are lacking something.  They can see they lack intimacy, or a reason to 
celebrate.   
 
Is there a certain worship style that works best?  Thinking that there is a magic 
worship style is actually a hindrance.  Changing worship style will not necessarily 
cause your church to grow.  Some churches in the research made a transition from 
traditional to contemporary.  There were more churches in the study that were 
contemporary than were traditional.   However not all were contemporary.  A significant 
number were blended. And some were traditional.   
 



 

 

Stetzer and Dodson did not ask about a church’s style but asked about the types of 
instruments they used, hoping that would give an indication of the worship.  30% used 
and organ; 61% used a keyboard; 61% had drums; 71% had a guitar; 71% had a piano.   
 
What kind of music do you use?  59% said they used contemporary Christian; 75% said 
traditional hymns and 90% said they used praise choruses.  There was a clear diversity of 
worship styles but there were some things that were in common. 
 
Believers found the worship celebrative.  Orderly; formal; contemporary; expressive 
were the other leading descriptors of worship.   
 
Most comeback churches experienced changes in worship.  How can you lead the 
church to consider some new ways to express themselves in worship?    
 
1.  Make sure there is a biblical foundation for everything you do.   
2.  Teach what the bible says about worship.  Very frequently we confuse our 
preferences with biblical commands.  If we like it, it must be the biblical way to worship. 
3.  List churches in your area that offer worship that is connecting people with God 
in a celebrative way.   
4.  Visit these churches.  Churches that are growing generally look different than those 
in need of revitalization.  They often look different in the area of worship.  Pick churches 
that are theologically similar and are growing.  Pick five that are growing and have 
expressive exuberant worship and go see these churches in your community.  Be like the 
spies in the Old Testament that were sent out to spy out the land.   
5.  Consider trying some different worship in your own church.  Identify with your 
church that you are going to do some experiments.  Share that you are going to take a few 
weeks and worship in some different ways.  Take a church through four worship 
expressions; Traditional worship done well, Blended/ Contemporary, Blended/Traditional 
and Contemporary. 
6.  Bring it home and discuss the following: 
 What are these churches doing? 
 Why are they doing it? 
 What impact is it having? 

What are we doing different from them? And Why is what we are doing not 
working? 
What can we learn? 
What can we try?  What could we incorporate or implement into our church? 

 
Changing and dealing with worship is a very common and essential practice.   
 
Most people have confused meaning and form.  People know they are to express worship 
to God but they become convinced that the only way they can do that is through the 
“form” they have grown up with.  If you grew up in the 70’s your worship expression is a 
little bit different than people who grew up in the 50’s.  Often the song they grew up with 
will cause their face to light up and they will sing it with all their heart and they will say 
“We really worshipped today.”   



 

 

 
A mark of maturity is not to say we can only worship with songs we grew up with 
but that we can worship with songs that are different.   
 
It is a shame when in a church one group sings one style of music and another group the 
other and each believes they can only worship in this form.    The reality is that God uses 
all forms of music for his glory and honor.  There is no such thing as “Christian music, 
there is only Christian lyrics.”  Our task is not to propogate our own preferences but to 
ask the question, “How can this community worship in Spirit and in truth?”   
 
How do we pick a style of worship in our church?  It is a difficult issue but it is an 
issue we must face because if we don’t, we pick one by default.  What often happens is 
the most vocal people on one side of the issue and the most vocal people on the other side 
of the issue force the people in the middle to say, “Well just do whatever.”  And what we 
attempt to do is create a truce in a worship service (we will sing a few of these and a few 
of these) and we create a worship service that no body likes.   
 
The wrong question is “What is my preference?”  We look to Philippians “Have this 
attitude (mind) in you that was also in Christ Jesus.”  The best question would be, “What 
would bring the most glory to God by causing the most people in this community 
(maybe they don’t even come here)  to worship God in Spirit and in truth.   If that is 
our motivation, it will not be about us, it will be about God being honored through 
worship.  It is about God-centered worship.   
 
Worship is always a contentious issue.  Most generations hate the worship of the previous 
generation.  But in the process, if we don’t navigate through these worship issues, your 
church will be divided.  And a divided church will not  
 
Comeback Churches did not state that the worship changes were affirmed by 
everybody.  There will always be people that will be displeased.  But that is the nature of 
churches.  We are filled with imperfect sinful people.  If that is the case you can expect 
people to make it about them.   
 
Most churches when they are given the choice between their traditions and their children, 
choose their traditions every time.   
 
The term that is appropriate for worship is “How can we be contextual?”  What is 
the appropriate worship for our context?  People in Peru worship differently from people 
in Malaysia because they are in a different context.   
 
The question we need to ask is “What is our context?” 
What form of music and worship would God use in this context to bring Himself the most 
glory and honor?  How can we have worship here that transforms us and transforms our 
community and makes Jesus more widely known?   
 
IT IS NOT ABOUT YOU! 



 

 

  


