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As in all Episcopal churches, 
Acolytes, because of the 
duties they perform, and the 
leadership they give to the 
congregation, are an integral 
and important part of the 
worship offered to God here at 
Grace. 

The ministry of Acolyte is a 
serving ministry of the church 
that comes from ancient times. 
From those days until now 
acolytes have been faithful and 
conscientious men, women, 
boys and girls who answer the 
call to serve God at His altar. 

What does an Acolyte do? 

Lighting of the Altar 
Candles - before the service 
begins a Torchbearer will 
light the candles on the 
altar. The candles remain lit 
throughout the service and 
are extinguished after the 
dismissal. 

 
 

Acolytes lead the Procession - 
the Senior Acolyte (Crucifer) 
leads the procession carrying 
the Processional Cross 
followed by 2 Torchbearers that 
are carrying lighted torches. 

At the Gradual - the Acolytes 
lead the way for the reading of 
the Gospel and return to the 
altar once the reading is over. 

During Communion – 
the Crucifer comes forward 
to accept the elements 
(bread and wine) from the 
congregation and brings them 
to the altar and assists the 
Deacon or the Priest preparing 
for communion. One of the 
Torchbearers presents the 
collection plates to the ushers 
and waits by the altar rail 
for their return during the 
Doxology. The plates are then 
placed on the altar. Another 
Torchbearer does the ringing of 
the bell during the elevation of 
the elements. 

At the Recessional – once 
again the Acolytes lead the 
way with the Crucifer in front 
and the 2 Torchbearers behind 
them. We return to the back of 
the church and stay there until 
the dismissal. 

The Acolytes are a very 
important part of our worship 
team every Sunday in practical 
as well as spiritual terms. Our 
Acolyte Ministry at Grace is 
open to any youth or adult, 
male or female. However, you 
must be at least 8 years old to 
serve. 

There will be an Acolyte 
meeting and training session 
immediately after church 
on September 11.  If you are 
interested in joining our Acolyte 
Ministry we would love to 
have you! Please contact the 
Acolyte Director, Verger Deb 
Bockhold at: 352-445-0276 or 
dabockhold@gmail.com. 

by Deb Bockhold

Acolytes, An Important Part of Worship
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Sept. 5 Labor Day, Office Closed

Sept. 10th Parish Work Day 8-11am

Sept. 11 ECW Installation, Acolyte training after the 10am 
service

Sept. 15 Vestry Meeting 7pm

Sept. 18 Back to Church Sunday and coffee hour

Sept. 25 Freedom Sunday

Sept. 30 - Oct. 1 Women’s Retreat, Lake Wales, FL. Led by 
Deacon Mary

Oct. 2 Acolyte Blessing 

Oct. 8 Animal Blessing

Oct. 9 Stewardship Sunday and Coffee Hour

Oct. 13 ECW meets at noon

Oct. 16 Stewardship Sunday

Oct. 20 Vestry Meeting 7pm

Oct. 22 Mystery Dinner

Oct. 23 Stewardship Sunday

Oct. 30 VPK Sings 10am service, Coffee Hour

Nov. 6 Daylight Saving Time Ends, Baptisms

Nov. 11 - 13 ECW Annual Bazaar

Nov. 13 Bazaar Sale, Coffee Hour

Nov. 17 Vestry Meeting 7pm

Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Day, church office closed

Nov. 24 Thanksgiving Day

Nov. 25 Church Office Closed

Nov. 27 Advent Wreath Workshop

September - November

Parish Work Day

ANIMAL BLESSING

 ecw bazaar

Mystery dinner
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS



In 1905 Grace Church was disassembled, 
moved, and reassembled on the present site 
and slightly enlarged.  In 1912 a rectory was built 
beside the church. 

In early 1924 John Neighbor was the Rector. He 
and the Vestry saw the need for a Parish House 
and they voted to build one. The lot next to the 
rectory was purchased for the Parish House. 
Money for the lot was borrowed from the bank. 
In Nov. 1924 the building of the Parish House was 
postponed because of lack of money.

The Rev. Edgar Pennington, rector from 1930 
to 1936, was a man who liked to get things done. 
He challenged his parishioners to move forward 
on the badly needed Parish House. He started 
collecting coins from the children and used the 
fifth Sunday collection to buy native lime rock 
that was piled on a nearby vacant lot. Steven 
McCready, Sunday School Superintendant, said 
he would match the money raised for the rocks. 
The growing pile of rocks was a visible reminder 
of the Parish House to come. The Rev. Pennington 
moved on in 1936 and did not see the building of 
the Parish House.  

The next years were difficult years.  The Great 
Depression and the World War II brought hard 
times to Ocala and Grace Church.  There was 
reduced manpower, shortages, rationing, and for 
some of those years Grace carried on without a 
rector.

After the war things started to improve.  Grace 
was blessed with growing families.  The Sunday 
School classes continued to collect coins and 
the limestone rock pile grew to an embarrassing 
height.

In 1947, prosperity after the war led Sid Dosh 
and others to plan a building drive for the Parish 
House. The Rectory, on the lot next to the church, 
was moved east to make way for the Parish House. 

The building drive raised pledges of $37,904.52. 
Still they ran short of money to finish the building 
and landscaping.  They borrowed $10,500 from 
M&C National Bank. The Parish House was finally 
constructed in the early 1950’s many years after 
the vestry first voted to build it and many years 
after the land was purchased.  

By Eleanor Simons

History & Rededication of the Parish House
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    With this renovation the entranceway is opened 
up so that the Dove Window can be seen from 
inside and outside the Parish House. The Dove 
Window was designed and made by Betty and 
Warren Winchenbach, long time members of 
Grace Church.

The 2014 Capital Campaign raised funds to 
preserve and enhance the church and the Parish 
House. The 2016 Renovation is finished and the 
Parish House will be rededicated and will provide 
many more years of service for its members and 
the community.
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Parish House Improvements
A second AC system that blows air 
into the main hall
Blade fans removed
New cabinets in the coffee  
serving area
New storage for the kitchen and 
storage for the tables and chairs
New speakers for the sound system
Entranceway opened up with new 
centerpiece glass doors
Entranceway windows added with 
clear glass to let in light
Old heater removed
Original lights have been reworked and redirected
New light fixtures on the sides, extra recessed lights added
New floor in the entranceway
New lights on the stage and an added door to the stage
New window casings to match the new decor
Ice machine moved into the kitchen



I ask that question because it has been asked of me.  
Many of our church family do not know who we are 
and what are the duties of the vestry.

To put it simply, we of the vestry assist Father 
Jonathan in making the financial, planning & spiritual 

decisions for the Grace Church family.  We also play 
a key role in enforcing policies and procedures and 
maintaining the Grace campus (such is the job of the 
junior warden).  We are involved in doing and making 
plans for many of the church functions.

An example of the work we do is the current 
alterations in the parish house.  We had problems in 
the beginning with contractors and by the grace of 
God Michael Owen ( Senior Warden) agreed to take 
on the job.  As it works out he is doing more than the 
other contractors agreed to do.  

Please be mindful that we meet every third Thursday 
of the month at 7:00 pm.  Anyone is welcome to 
attend these meetings as an observer without a vote.  
Anything you hear of interest you are more than 
welcome to address it to one of the Vestry members 
or Father Jonathan.  You will certainly get to see first 
hand how we operate.

In Christ’s love, 
Frank Blasucci

by Frank Blasucci

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
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THE VESTRY –  
WHO ARE WE? 



In the last Grace newsletter 
there were articles by Don 
Hires about pastoral care and 
one by Deb Bockhold about 
her cancer journey.  I, too, have 
gone through that journey.  
Four years ago in July of 2012 
I was diagnosed with HER2 
triple negative breast cancer, 
the bottom of the barrel, and 
the type you don’t want if you 
are diagnosed.  It was described 
to me by both my surgeon and 
oncologist as “the meanest and 
most aggressive kind.”  Luckily it 
was caught in an early stage (do 
those breast exams ladies!).  After 
I recovered from surgery they 
started immediate aggressive 
chemo treatment (and later 

radiation) and although I was 
in good health otherwise, it 
pretty much flattened me.  
Three hospital stays totaling 17 
days, besides the surgery, two 
emergency room trips, and all 
the accompanying side effects 
from chemo. 

Through all of this my faith in 
God just seemed to increase 
and I credit that in large part 
to the loving outreach of Grace 
Church, Father Jonathan, who 
was so faithful to visit and call, 
Deacon Mary, Don Hires, the 
prayer group, the wonderful 
prayer shawl, and countless 
members of Grace who sent 
so many cards and uplifting 

messages to me and let me 
know I was in their prayers.  
What a comfort!  On my darkest 
days I would read so many of the 
cards over again.  My daughter, 
at the outset, had given me the 
bible verse Jeremiah 29:17 “For 
I know the plans I have for you 
and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future...”  
This became my mantra.  We are 
all so blessed to have God in our 
lives and belong to a church that 
has the heart to reach out to its 
members and others in times of 
need. Very belatedly, thank you 
all so much! 

by Martha Anne Williamson  

“Therefore 
encourage 

one 
another 
and build 

each other 
up.”

1 Thessalonians 
5:11
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Comfort in Dark Days
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Back to ChuRCh Sunday, Sept. 18th
Invite your family and friends and come to 
our special end-of-summer service.  There will 
be uplifting music and a festive reception in 
the beautiful newly renovated Parish House 
following the 10am service.

PLACE
STAMP
HERE


