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Don't be afraid, for
I AM with you. Don't be
discouraged, for
I am your GOD.
Isaiah 41:10

Loved Ones,

part of the human experience. So,
where is Christ in our fear? Is it
Lent is one of my favorite seasons
possible to overcome fear? Is the
because it’s an opportunity; an
goal to be fear-less? What can we
opportunity to explore parts of
do about our fear?
our lives and our Christian walk
that - maybe - don’t always get With those questions in mind, we
enough attention. I believe we will take this Lent to look fear in
need Lent to help us make sense the face and say, “I see you. And
of our separation from God. I love I see past you.” We’ll cover it on
Lent because it makes Easter make Sundays through a sermon series,
sense. It makes the Cross not just throughout the week with the
a sacrifice, but a Seal Team Six “Be Not Afraid” devotional/small
rescue mission that has brought group Bible study book, and the
us from death into life.
“Answered Prayers” written by you.
This year we’re going to be
looking at fear. Fears that plague
us. Fears that bind us. Fears that
immobilize us. Fears that we see
and know but we don’t want to
talk about. Fears that burden our
hearts, worry our emotions, and
build anxiety in us in ways that are
unexplainable.

The sermon titles are:
What it Fear? It speaks for itself
Worry and Anxiety: Fear’s best pals
Fear takes and it takes and it takes:
The loss of possessions
Fear of rejection: Whose Kingdom
are we living in

Jesus said “perfect love casts out Fear & The End:
fear” (1st John 4:18) and yet it’s a unexpectedly
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Death comes
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I pray that even now you begin to
look at the fear in your life. I pray
that you come to Lent hungry
for Jesus and his answers. I pray
we together come before God
and say with one voice, “Without
you we are lost. With you we are
found.”
Get ready for Lent 2017. God has
great things in store.
Yours on the Journey,
Fr. Jonathan+

NEW ACOLYTES
The ministry of Acolyte is a serving ministry of the church that
comes from ancient times. From those days until now acolytes have
been faithful men, women, boys and girls who answer the call to serve
God at His altar.
On January 22nd, Fr. Jonathan blessed and installed the Acolytes of
Grace. Recently the Acolyte ministry has grown with the addition of 7
new Acolytes.
(The following is a prayer that we say in the Acolyte room before the
service.)

CARTER SCHATT

O God, our gracious Father: Bless these Acolytes of your
Church that they may so serve before your earthly altar in
reverence and holiness, that they may attain, with all your
saints and angels, the joy of serving you and worshipping you
before your Heavenly Altar; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
If you would like to learn more about serving as an acolyte contact Verger David Rubin.

DEBBIE ROBINSON

JACKSON OWEN

GARRETT SCHATT

TONYA ASHLEY

REYNALDO GORDON, jr.

WALKER HARRELL
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Spotlight on Volunteers
by Martha Anne Williamson
Shelley Smith has been a member of Grace
Church since August of 2015 and is a
volunteer in the Grace Church office. After
joining the choir she became acquainted
with Martha Slemmer and Dave Rubin, and
those relationships led to her being asked
to put the 2016 Lenten Devotional together.
She volunteers on Wednesday mornings
and started after hearing there was a
need for volunteers in the office. She
is responsible for putting the finishing
touches on the Sunday Bulletins and is
also currently putting the 2017 Lenten
Devotionals together as they are submitted.
Shelley says volunteering gives her “a warm
and fuzzy feeling knowing she can help to
fill a need.” Shelley is a widow, and enjoys
traveling and camping.

GETTING TO KNOW THE LEWIS FAMILY
by Verger Dave Rubin
As parishioners of Grace Episcopal Church,
we are a family of brothers and sisters in
Christ. To help us learn about each other,
we regularly write about one of our Grace
families in the Newsletter. This issue, let’s
learn about Jack and Mary-Stewart Lewis.
Jack is a Chicago native, brought up
worshipping in the Roman Catholic Church.
He did his undergraduate work at Purdue
University, earning a Bachelor’s degree in
History. Subsequently, he received a Master’s
degree in History from the University of New
Mexico. After graduating, he held a number of
different positions notably Headmaster of St.
George’s Episcopal School in Milner, Georgia,
and Assistant Head of School/Dean of College
Counseling at Lake Forest Academy in suburban
Chicago. While employed at Lake Forest his
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work on development involved travel to China,
Taiwan, and Korea. As a result Jack is a polyglot,
speaking Chinese, Korean, Turkish, Spanish, and
Portuguese as well as English.
Jack became an Episcopalian in 1983 when he
was received at the Church of the Redeemer in
Elgin, Illinois by Bishop Frank Griswold, later
to become Presiding Bishop. Since then, he’s
served in many positions: Vestryman, Certified
Subdeacon, Lay Reader, and Stephen Minister, to
list a few. His primary hobby is golf; Jack coached
High School golf for 35 years. He enjoys the
music program at Grace and is encouraged by the
increasing number of young families at Grace,
making us a parish including folk of all ages.
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Jack & Mary-Stewart Lewis
Mary-Stewart hails from Hammond, Indiana,
where she grew up in the Presbyterian Church,
of which one of her grandfathers was a minister.
She attended Purdue University, earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Education at the
University of New Mexico, and a Master’s Degree
in Library Science at Northern Illinois University.
Most of her subsequent career was school
oriented, including teaching at the elementary
school level, being a school librarian, working in
gifted programs, and teaching remedial reading.
She was also employed at Lake Forest Academy
as Resource Coordinator.
Mary-Stewart was also received into the
Episcopal Church in the Church of the Redeemer
by Bishop Griswold with her husband in 1983.
She too has served her Church in many ways
including Altar Guild, Usher, Bell Choir (she’s
been in 3, including Grace’s new Bell Choir), and
Office Volunteer. While still a member of the
Presbyterian Church, Mary-Stewart was elected
a Trustee, the equivalent of our Vestry. Her
interests include reading, golf, and gardening.
As of March 1st, she’ll be President of the EQ
Chapter of the PEO (Philanthropic Educational
Organization), a women’s group dedicated
to providing scholarships and educational
opportunities to women. She is very appreciative
of the Episcopal Via Media, the Middle Way that

allows for a diversity of methods of worship
within the Church. It was this diversity that
brought the disparate faiths of Jack and MaryStewart together as Episcopalians.
Jack and Mary-Stewart met in her Spanish class
at Purdue University. They were married in the
chapel of Bishop Noll Institute in Hammond, IN
in 1969. They have 2 sons: John in Chicago and
Michael in Jupiter, FL and 3 grandchildren. Their
home is ruled by Gracie, their shih tzu. Arriving
in Ocala 5 or so years ago, they searched the
Internet for a church offering Christmas Services
and found Grace. When they attended Service,
they were impressed by Father Jonathan, the
music, and the fact that total strangers came
up and welcomed them and made them feel at
home. Members now for 5 years, Jack and MaryStewart believe that Grace Episcopal Church is a
place where you can come together in common
worship but explore your own path to Christ.
Now that we know a little more about Jack
and Mary-Stewart, let’s welcome them on
Sunday in church, or when you see
Mary-Stewart performing in the Bell Choir or
volunteering in the office!
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John Dozier

Heather Hetzel

Brian Kuhn

Vestry Report: New Vestry members
by Frank Blasucci
It’s been a few months since my last writing, but
I’ll try to bring you up to date. As you all know
we approved the handicapped space in the rear
of the church, to a lot of satisfaction.
Due to having several Grace members passing
away in a short period of time we as a group
voted to give Fr. Jonathan 3 days bereavement
time at his choosing.
October was the month we started our
Stewardship focus, to try and bring us closer to
worship and embrace God.
It should be noted that the podcast program has
become quite popular. It’s a great way to re-hear
the Sunday sermon. One podcast was “Race and
Story” done in four parts.
November brought us to that grueling time of
year when we have to go over the budget for the
upcoming year. As you all know it was approved
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and presented on January 8, 2017 by Fr. Jonathan
at the annual meeting.
In January we welcomed our new vestry
members. It appears to be as good a vestry as
ever. You can be rest assured your vestry will not
let you down. Just a reminder that any member
of Grace is welcome to our meetings. They are
held on the 3rd Thursday of the month and start
at 7pm. As I’ve said before, feel free to stop
anyone of us to answer a question you may have
concerning Grace Church. If we can’t answer
right away we will find the answer for you.
That’s all for now and GOD BLESS.
Yours in CHRIST,
Frank Blasucci
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MARCH-MAY
March 5 - Lenten Soup and Study 11:00am
March 8 - Lenten Soup & Study 1-2pm
March 11 - 80th Birthday Party 2pm
March 12 - Daylight Savings Time begins
March 12 - Lenten Soup and Study 11:00am

80th Birthday Party
March 11

March 15 - Lenten Soup & Study 1-2pm
March 19 - Lenten Soup and Study 11:00am
March 22 - Lenten Soup & Study 1-2pm
March 26 - Lenten Soup and Study 11:00am
March 29 - Lenten Soup & Study 1-2pm
April 2 - Lenten Soup and Study 11:00am

Palm Sunday ProceSSION

April 5 - Lenten Soup & Study 1-2pm

APRIL 9

April 7 - Palm Cross Workshop 10am
April 8 - Protecting Your Family Prayer Day 9:00am
April 9 - Palm Sunday Procession of the Palms 9:45am,
Church Service 10am, Coffee Hour
April 13 - Maundy Thursday 7pm, Vigil 8pm
April 14 - Good Friday, Morning Prayer 9am, Service 12 noon,
Prayer 1pm, Stations of the Cross 6pm
April 16 - Easter Vigil 6:30am, Easter Service 10am, Hot
Cross Buns

Easter Sunday
April 16

April 18 - Hospice Transitions Luncheon
April 20 - Grace Family Gathering Pot-Luck 6pm
April 28 - Grace School of the Arts Faculty Showcase 6pm
April 30 - Capital Campaign Celebration, Coffee Hour
May 4 - Grace Family Gathering Pot-Luck 6pm

grace family gathering
MAY 4
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HOLY WEEK schedule
Palm Sunday & Coffee Hour after the 10:00am Service
Maundy Thursday Service 7pm, Vigil begins 8pm
Good Friday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Good Friday, Noon Service, 1-3pm Meditation and Prayer,
6pm Stations of the Cross
Easter Sunday, Vigil 6:30am and 10:00am Services, Coffee Hour with
Hot Cross Buns
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