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Beloved Saints,

So glad you’ve been a part of this Easter season at 
Grace as God continues to draw our hearts to Him.  
This summer we have some great opportunities for 
you to join in to continue that growth and I hope that 
you’ll make space for it.

The newest opportunity will be our Summer Movie 
Nights.  Once a month, we’ll gather in the parish 
house to watch a family friendly movie specifically 
picked to engage us spiritually.  I’ll give a 5-10 minute 
introduction to the movie, highlighting a couple of 
themes to watch for.  When the movie is over, we’ll 
have a group discussion about what struck you and 
how the themes can build your life in Christ.  It should 
be a casual and fun way for us to be together while 
also sharing with one another in our walk with Jesus.

We will also be having a “Behind the Scenes” worship 
service on July 25th where we look at and explain 
why we worship the way we do by looking at the 
people who help make Sunday happen.  If you’ve 
ever wondered “why do we do this?” or “who did 
that?” for Sunday worhsip, this will be the service you 
don’t want to miss.

 

Finally, we have several initiatives planned for the fall 
with our Journey disciple groups growing, Back to 
School Sunday, and an ice cream social with the VPK.  

I’m so glad you’re a part of what God is doing here at 
Grace.  I know several of us travel over the summer 
and therefore see each other a bit more infrequently.  
With that said, let’s make an effort this summer to 
stay connected to each other and Him.

God bless each of you! 
Fr. Jonathan+
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These are the opening words spoken thousands 
of times every day around the world by men 
and women who are called by Christ to serve as 
Eucharistic Ministers and Eucharistic Visitors. 
Some serve at bare altars where there may be 
fewer than twenty communicants, others serve at 
ornate marble altars where thousands of people 
receive communion, while some may receive in a 
thatch hut in a remote area, and still others in an 
English palace. 

 Wherever and in whatever language, it is still the 
same body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Even as our own Eucharistic Ministers are saying 
the words to us, someone else in the world is 
saying those very words at that very time. 

The same is true for our Eucharistic Visitors. To 
sit with someone on a couch, at bedside, at the 
dining room table, in the hospital room, or even 
in a park at a picnic bench and share the body and 
blood of Christ is an awesome gift that thousands 
of Eucharistic Ministers experience every day. 
To look directly at someone and say, “The body 
of Christ, the bread of heaven,” followed by 
“The blood of Christ, the cup of salvation,” is to 
acknowledge the sacred and eternal presence of 
Christ.

On Saturday, February 25th a group of our 
Eucharistic Ministers and Visitors gathered for a 
three hour training session, and a second group 
met on Thursday, April 20th for training, and a 

third group will be meeting shortly. The 
training covers such topics as The Sacred Call, 
The Doctrines of Concomitance and the Real 
Presence, Sacramental Theology, and Preparing to 
Serve on the Altar. Sessions were taught by Father 
Jonathan, Deacon Mary Delancey, and Don Hires. 

On Sunday, April 23rd, Father Jonathan blessed 
everyone who had gone through the training. 
Those who were trained, blessed and then 
licensed by Bishop Greg Brewer are: Susie 
Anderson, Michael Ashley, Frank Blasucci, Jackie 
Blasucci, Leslie Jones, Susan Moorehead, Joe 
Morgan, Deb Pratt, Debbie Robinson, Dave 
Rubin, Gail Van Deusen, and Carol Walker. 

If you would like to explore God calling you 
to either of these groups, please contact Don 
Hires or Deacon Mary Delancey for further 
discussion. 

the cup of salvation.”                

by Don Hires

“The Blood oF Christ,



Grace Church has participated in 
Operation Shoe Box, demonstrating 
the love of Christ for His little ones, for 
many years.  Fr. Jonathan’s daughters, 
Eliana and Attie, headed up our local 
effort here and did an amazing job. 
The Daughters of the King will be 
spearheading this project this year. 

Although the shoe boxes start their 
journey from Grace in mid November 
we start collecting the contents of the 
boxes in June and will be asking you 
to donate special items each month, 
dropping them in bins here at the 
church, Parish House, and office.  We 
will stuff the boxes together as a whole 
church effort on Saturday, October 
28th. Watch your Grace Church Bulletin 
for information about the donations as 
well as the outreach itself. Our goal is as 
many boxes as our Grace hearts can fill. 

It is likely that each child will receive only one shoebox in his or her lifetime.  Make sure your gift is of good 
quality so that it will stand up to optimal use and not break easily.  This year we have been notified of the 
following: NO candy and NO toothpaste.  We also have a surplus of pencils, erasers, combs, crayons, and 
toothbrushes.  Please do not include toy guns or any war replicas such as soldier dolls.  Children waiting 
for your boxes are girls and boys ages 2 to 14 years of age. 

We would like to have each box have a WOW item such as a doll or soccer ball with a manual air pump so 
the ball can be re-inflated. Some other suggestions are: toy trucks, boats, plastic action figures (non war 
related.) Personal items such as socks, hair bows, sun glasses, hats, scarves, mittens, wrist watches, flip 
flops, etc. are good choices.

Personal care items include: hairbrush, wash cloths, packaged soap, colorful bandaids, plastic containers, 
plates, bowls, blunt edged utensils. Toys like slinkies, playing cards, finger puppets are all fun. 

If shopping is not your choice a financial donation is just fine.  We will do the shopping for you.  We are 
also asking for your financial help in mailing the shoeboxes at a cost of $9.00 each box.

Read your church bulletin for further information and let the children in your life help in your search 
for treasures. Questions may be directed to any Daughter of the King. More information and ideas are 
available at  Sumaritanspurse.org/operation-Christmaschild/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions. 
Samaritan’s Purse is the parent organization for the shoebox ministry.

For His Sake,

The Daughters of the King

by Patti Gilman 

Operation Christmas Child
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Here at Grace, we like to 
consider ourselves as brothers 
and sisters in a large extended 
family – the family of the body 
of Christ. As family members, 
we like to know each other 
better; to facilitate this each 
issue of the Grace to You parish 
newsletter introduces us to 
members of our congregation. 
In this issue, we’ll meet the 
Mooreheads.

We all take pride in the beauty 
of Grace’s campus and George 
Moorehead’s lawn maintenance 
company has primary 
responsibility for keeping our 
grounds well-groomed and 
beautiful. George was born in 
Tampa to a Roman Catholic 
father and Presbyterian mother. 
In his youth, the family moved 
to the Wildwood area.  There 
his family compromised on 
their religious differences by 
attending Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Fruitland Park, FL, 
where George served in many 
capacities including Acolyte and 
Crucifer.  After graduating from 
Wildwood High School, George 
attended Lake City Community 
College, completing their Golf 
Course Operations program. After 
spending time employed as a golf 
course Superintendent, George 
started the Lawn Maintenance 
company he now owns and 
operates.  George is the father of 
two girls and, along with Susan, 
shares their house with Izzy, a 
smooth haired collie. His hobbies 
and interests include playing 
the guitar, golf, hunting, fishing, 
gardening, and working on/
restoring old vehicles, currently 
including an antique tractor and 
Chevy trucks.

  

Susan was born in the small 
town of Jackson, Kentucky. Her 
father attended the University 
of Florida, so at a young age 
she moved to and was raised 
in Gainesville.  She graduated 
from East Side High School and 
at age 19 received Christ and 
began worshipping in the Baptist 
denomination. She continued her 
schooling and received a degree in 
Nuclear Medicine from Santa Fe 
College and a Bachelor of Science 
degree from the University of 
Florida. She’s currently a Clinical 
Instructor for Santa Fe College 
where she’s also a student in the 
Computed Tomography program. 
Additionally, this busy lady is a 
Nuclear Medicine Technologist for 
a local Cardiology group. Susan 
has 2 daughters: one living in 
Florida and one in North Carolina 
and 4 grandchildren. Her interests 
include gardening and reading – 
her passion for reading stemming 
from reading and studying 
Scripture.  Susan is a very active 
parishioner here at Grace; she’s a 
member of the Bell Choir, serves as 
a Chalice Minister, facilitates one 
of Grace’s Journey Groups, and is 
in the process of applying to study 
for the Diaconate.

 George and Susan met on a blind 
date, under circumstances so 
extraordinary that they’re sure 
their union was ordained by God. 
They married on Christmas Eve, 
2004. Since their anniversary was 
Christmas Eve, they preferred 
worshiping at a church with a 
late Service, and Grace fit the bill. 
They visited us on two Christmas 
Eves and became convinced that 
Grace was their church home. For 
George, it was a natural fit – he 
describes it as “coming home.” 
Susan found our liturgical style 
of worship very different from 

that of the Baptist Church, but 
Father Jonathan’s message spoke 
directly to her heart. And they 
were welcomed and guided by 
Leslie Jones, with whom Susan 
has become fast friends. To quote 
Susan, “We were hungry and Grace 
fed us.”

 With future plans involving 
building a log cabin and living 
the Green Acres lifestyle farming 
pesticide-free food in Anthony, the 
Mooreheads have great plans for 
their future with Grace Church. 
They envision providing food to 
help us, as a downtown church, 
offer a “Breakfast of Grace” to any 
in need, helping to grow God’s 
Kingdom among the homeless 
and unchurched; and in any way 
possible bring God’s Word to the 
general community. And now that 
you know George and Susan a little 
better, take a moment to greet 
them (they attend the 8:00am 
service, and Susan is usually at 
the 12:05pm Wednesday service) 
and let them know how much you 
appreciate them as brothers and 
sisters in Christ.
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by Verger Dave Rubin

GETTING TO KNOW THE MOOREHEADS 



Dear Fr. Jonathan and Friends at Grace,

My recent visit to Grace to honor an old friend 
(Conn Whetsone) and his family reminded me of 
what a special place Grace and its family are.  

The training that you gave me at Grace has been 
invaluable at my new parish.  As hard as it may be 
to believe, not everyone does everything exactly 
as they do it at Grace (A phrase that they hear 
from me from time to time.)  For beginners, the 
altar area is a raised (two levels up inside the 
altar rail), is triangular in shape with no opening 
in the front altar rail toward the congregation, 
and has no wall immediately behind it.  It is 
basically a floating island.  Try processing in 
a long vestment, holding a microphone, and 
wearing bifocals for gymnastics.  I have semi-
mastered the art of speaking into a microphone.  
When setting the altar for communion I cannot 
back up from the table as the first step down 
from the platform is only about four feet behind 
me.  Another difference is that my service duties 
are expanded to include the Prayers of the 
People and the sending forth the Eucharistic 
Ministers with the blessed elements to members 
of the congregation that are ill or shut-ins.  The 
differences at St. Vincent’s from the Diocesan 
office are that Clergy are not allowed to wear 
pectoral crosses (no personal decorations), 

the preferred attire is all black, and Grace’s 
traditional dismissal (Let us go forth into the 
world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.) is 
allowed only during Easter.  I have adapted to the 
differences, but they are still “differences.”

I currently serve at two services on Sunday (Rites 
I & II), two services on Wednesday (Morning 
healing service and evening Rite I Mass), one 
Mass every other Wednesday at a senior citizen 
residential facility founded by the Diocese.  
Beginning in April I will be facilitating the 
Men’s Bible Study in which we will examine the 
appointed readings for the following Sunday 
as well as eat hamburgers, and go as a group to 
baseball games, golf rounds, fishing trips etc.  I 
meet with members of the parish who are unable 
to attend Sunday services especially long term 
shut-ins, and take them communion so that they 
remain attached to our parish family.  Then there 
are the irregular duties of baptisms, funerals, 
and acting as a chaplain to the Eckerd College 
Chapel.

I remain at least theoretically retired, and do 
enjoy feeling like anything outside of our home 
before ten in the morning is way too early.  

 Grace and Blessings to you,  
Deacon Chester

Letter from Deacon Chester
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ECW hosted May Friendship Day for the Marion 
County unit of Church Women United on May 5.  
More than 50 women representing some 30 member 
churches in our community attended.   The theme 
was “Kindling New Fires of Love” and speaker Rev. 
Rwth Fuquay (Rwth is not a typo. Her name is Welsh 
and is spelled correctly) of First United Methodist 
Church delivered an inspiring message to the group.  
The program was followed by a salad luncheon. 

Church Women United dates back to 1933 when 
two independent women’s groups began planning 
luncheons to focus on child health and children 
of migrant families.  The event expanded in 1939, 
merging under the National Council of Church 
Women.  In May of 1945, following the formation of 
Church Women United, the event was formalized 
as May Fellowship Day.  Then in 1999 CWU officially 
began to celebrate May Friendship Day as it is still 
celebrated.

An added note about the ECW  
Christmas Bazaar 
The annual Christmas Bazaar is to raise money for 
the needs of women and children right here in 
Ocala.  The money raised at the last Bazaar allowed 
us to donate $2,000 each to the PACE Center for 
Girls,, the Domestic Violence Prevention Center, the 
Rape Crisis Center and Project HOPE.
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In 1642 John Donne, the English poet and cleric 
in the Church of England, wrote the following: 
(Meditation 17, Devotions upon Emergent 
Occasions) “No man is an island, entire of itself, 
every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the 
main. If a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe 
is the less. As well as if a promontory were. As well 
as if a manor of thy friend’s or of thine own were: 
any man’s death diminishes me, because I am 
involved in mankind.”

At Grace we are a diverse group of people whom 
God has brought together, and it’s in Him that 
we live and move and have our being. We refer to 
ourselves as “the body of Christ,” and because 
of that common bond we are one with another. 
We may not even know one another, but we are 
related simply by being a member of the body. 
Some relationships, however, are closer and have 
existed for years, even into childhood. Whatever 
the relationship, for however long or short, or 
its depth, when one of us dies there is a void, a 
gaping wound, that must heal. 

So, what do we do to promote the healing 
process in ourselves and in others after the death 
of a loved one? 

Be honest with your feelings. If someone asks 
you how you are doing today, never respond with, 
“I’m doing o.k.” If you say that often enough, 
people begin to believe it, and stop asking. In 
1972 the best seller on the New York Times list was 
“I’m O.K. – You’re O.K.” The author offers four 
positions for his premise, one of which is “I’m 
not O.K. and you’re not O.K.” We might add to 
that…..”and that’s O.K.” We need to come to that 
place within ourselves where we can say, “I’m not 
having a good day,” or “I’m not O.K. today.” 

Mention the name of the one who died. You’re 
not reopening a wound. The wound is already 
there and gaping, but you can help heal it. If you 
are talking with someone who just lost a spouse, a 
parent, a sibling, or other family member, and you 
don’t know the name of the loved one, ask. We 

love to hear the names of our loved ones. It helps 
keep their memory alive. We know they have died, 
but he is still my brother, she is still my mother, 
he is still my husband. The memories of a loving 
relationship didn’t die with the person. 

Don’t treat the bereaved, or allow yourself 
as the bereaved to be treated, as if “something 
unnatural or disgraceful has happened,” says 
Sheryl Sandberg, COO Facebook, (TIME April 24, 
2017) The death of a loved one can become the 
proverbial “elephant in the room,” and we are 
constantly walking around it. Sadly, the elephant 
grows larger, and we can’t continue to tiptoe 
around it. It’s better, and by far more comforting, 
to acknowledge the grief with something like, “I 
know you’re hurting, and you don’t have to go 
through this alone. I want to be there for you.” If 
you are the bereaved, tell others who offer how 
they can help you. If you remain silent, others will 
remain silent. 

We like to believe that old adage, “Time heals 
all wounds.” That is absolutely not true. It’s 
what we do with the time that brings about 
the healing. If we sit and do nothing, nothing 
happens. If a friend calls and wants to take you to 
lunch…”Go!” If you are really having a bad day, ask 
for a raincheck, but explain why. Don’t leave your 

By Don Hires

When Grief Comes to Church
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friend wondering how you’re doing. If you are 
the friend, make certain that you listen and offer 
support. Also, be sure you call back another time 
with the raincheck. 

Listen and tell. Encourage the bereaved to tell 
their stories. It’s in the telling and retelling that 
healing occurs. Dr. Alan Wolfelt, Director of the 
Center for Loss and Life Transition in Fort Collins, 
Colorado, says “Grief shared is grief diminished.” 
It doesn’t matter that you’ve heard the story 100 
times, or you have told the story 100 times. Listen 
to it or tell it 101 times. 

Don’t be afraid to embrace the bereaved, or 
allow yourself to be embraced in your grief. It’s 
in that embrace, when nothing is said, that a 
thousand words of comfort are silently spoken. 
This applies to men and women, but men 
have the most difficulty with this action. It’s a 
throwback to what we were wrongfully taught. 
“Big boys don’t cry.” Big boys do cry, and we hurt, 
and sometimes it’s comforting when someone, 
another man or woman, puts an arm around us, 
or give us a hug and simply says, “I’m sorry.”

Don’t minimize another’s grief by maximizing 
yours. So often we find ourselves telling our story 
of grief, and offering unwarranted suggestions 
on how the bereaved should be handling their 
grief. Just because you coped with your grief 
in a certain way doesn’t mean it will work for 
someone else. Grief is as unique to us as are our 
fingerprints. No two are alike, and no two people 
will grieve in the same way. 

If you would like more information on how to 

help someone who is going through the grieving 
process, contact Don Hires for a copy of “When 
Your Friend Is Grieving: How you can be a 
support.”

If you are going through the grieving process, 
and it doesn’t matter how long ago your loved one 
died, you may want to join a new support group at 
Grace:

                    

“He who 
has no time 
to mourn 

has no time 
to heal.”  

John Donne

UndeRStanding Your Grief
A 10 WEEK COMPASSIONATE GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP FOR 

GRACE MEMBERS AND FAMILIES.
Starting Friday, June 9th at 10:00 A.M.

Parish House
Registration deadline is Sunday, May 28 th .

Contact Don Hires for more information. (352) 502-2860
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Outreach is reaching out to those outside 
our church and sharing God’s love with them. 
Jesus taught us that serving others is the 
same as serving Jesus Himself. Outreach can 
occur in many different ways.  Here at Grace 
Church we reach out into the community and 
the world as individuals and with our groups.
Here are some of the ways:
The Girl’s Group Home   
Volunteers from Grace Church visit and do an 
activity with them. Last school year Annette 
Holland taught cooking. Each Christmas the 
congregation provides the resources for the 
six boys and six girls in the group homes to 
participate in activities they would not otherwise 
be able to enjoy.

Interfaith Emergency Services  
Church members bring canned and dry goodse 
to the church and Interfaith picks them up to 
stock their food pantry.

Domestic Violence Center   
The center has a 60 bed shelter for women and 
children that offers safe shelter and counseling.  
Grace Church members donate items needed to 
the shelter.

Hospice  
Grace Church has developed a partnership with 
Hospice to sponsor caregiver luncheons and 
other support, as well as community education 
programs.

 

OutReach by Eleanor Simmons
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Episcogators  
This is a campus ministry at the Chapel of the 
Incarnation at the University of Florida. The third 
Sunday of every month in the school year, Grace 
members prepare a meal for the students and 
join them for worship and fellowship.

Women’s Pregnancy Center 
 The goal of the Women’s Pregnancy Center is to 
provide every client with the best possible care 
and support, while sharing accurate information 
about the life she is carrying, and to offer help 
and hope while sharing the love of Christ in 
both word and deed. Grace Church assists with 
fundraising activities.

El Hogar Projects  
El Hogar provides a loving home and education 
to abandoned and hopelessly poor children. 
Over the years Grace Church members have 
made mission trips to El Hogar.  We have 
also collected and sent them jeans, sneakers, 
towels, school supplies, and toothpaste and 
toothbrushes over the years.

Operation Christmas Child  
Each November Grace members pack shoeboxes 
with simple gifts that are sent to needy children 
around the world. This year the Daughters of the 
King will organize this for us.

Pod Casts  
Fr. Jonathan has a conversation with members 
and others in our community that are recorded 
and put on our website and on the internet.  
They are listened to by our members, but also 
many others outside our church.

Mission Trips  
In past summers members of Grace have gone 
on mission trips to Honduras and Cuba.  The 
group that visited Cuba took sewing machines 
as gifts and now the church there has started 
a sewing ministry.  Last year we sent sewing 
supplies to them.

Grace School of Music  
Children from the church and the community 
learn music in a Christ-centered environment. 
Recitals and concerts in our church and Parish 
House bring their family and friends and they get 
to know us.

VPK (Voluntary Pre-kindergarten)  
This is a faith based educational program for 
4 year olds in our community.  Deacon Mary is 

their chaplain and conducts a chapel service 
for them each week.  During the school year 
there are programs in our Parish House and 
once a year the children sing in a Sunday Church 
Service.

Ambleside School  
We have a close partnership with Ambleside. 
Josh Head teaches music there and frequently 
brings students to assist with music on Sundays 
in church.  We let Ambleside families know what 
is happening at Grace and they are always invited 
to attend.
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SUMMER

MOVIE 
NIGHTS

GRACE CHURCH PRESENTS

ONCE A MONTH
IN THE PARISH HALL

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
510 S.E. Broadway Street
Ocala, Florida 34471
Phone: (352)622-7881
www.graceocala.org

Our first movie will be on June  9 at 6pm.  The movie is Inside Out with a short 
discussion to follow.  Pizza, popcorn, and popsicles to snack on.

PLACE
STAMP
HERE


