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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 
“Love in Any Language”       

 
During my recent trip to China, I had the privilege of seeing firsthand dedicated Americans serving 
as “ambassadors” in a strangely different culture in a far off land. I tried not to be influenced by any 
preconceived notions either about China as a nation and a people. With a population of over a billion 
and a half people, China is the world’s largest nation. Combined with India these two countries 
represent one-third of the world’s population. The city of Beijing with over 20,000,000 people is twice 
the size of New York City. China’s land mass is slightly smaller than the United States if you count 
the state of Alaska.  
 
But China’s size, either in terms of population or land mass, is not what makes this country a force to 
be reckoned with on the world stage. Its citizens are well-disciplined. Many of its workers labor seven 
days a week. A weekend off is unthinkable! Children study diligently for years in the hope that they 
will be admitted to a university. Only thirty percent of its applicants are admitted after undergoing a 
three-day rigorous examination.  
 
And this is where some 300 Americans, under the auspices of ELIC, serve as teachers of the English 
language to university students. Same minded teachers also serve throughout Asia. They are hired 
by the Chinese government. Therefore, first and foremost they are qualified teachers. Some of these 
teachers have been teaching in China for decades. Each individual is carefully screened by ELIC 
before they ever embark onto the field and as a result their retention rate is very high. It is one of the 
longest serving organizations having been established since 1983. In fact, the government of China 
is so pleased with these teachers that they asked ELIC to triple their number by 2015! 
 
Our group had the opportunity to meet some university students both in Beijing and Harbin. We 
visited classrooms where we were engaged in conversations. It was edifying to say the least! In the 
opinion of this pastor I would wholeheartedly support and encourage GCC to come alongside this 
organization, both prayerfully and financially, as they endeavor to serve a very worthy cause! Upon 
my return I came away with a greater appreciation for those who serve our heavenly Father 
overseas! Years ago Sandi Patty put to lyrics in a song what can best be described as to what these 
teachers truly teach. The title of the song is “Love in Any Language”. The first stanza goes like this: 
“The sounds are all as different as the lands from which they came … And though the words are all 
unique our hearts are still the same … love in any language straight from the heart, pulls us all 
together never apart … and once we learn to speak it all the world will hear … love in any language 
fluently spoken here …” When all is said and done, LOVE is a universal language. A language which 
one day all people learn to speak it! 
 
Have a care, 
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Memorial Day 2013 
 

Grace Community Church is planning a 
photographic display in the Fellowship Hall, 
Sunday May 27th and June 3rd in honor of 
deceased former U.S. Military Veterans.  
Photos can include those of relatives dating 
back to the Civil War. Photos in uniform are 
desired, but not required. All photos will be 
copied and returned. A basket for the photos 
labeled “VETS” will be placed in the Resource 
Room. Photos displayed last year need NOT 
be re-submitted. Please place your name on 
ALL submissions. DEADLINE for submission is 
May 19th. For additional information contact: 
JOHN WINN @ 623-546-8362. 
 

Finance Committee Report 
 
For the month of March our unrestricted 
contributions were $39,822.35 and our 
expenses were $38,026.53. Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in April were 
$26,946.60. 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $445.00 for the month of March.  
This fund is used for building and maintenance 
expenses and to cover emergency costs that 
may arise. 
Safe travels to all the snowbirds who will be 
leaving us for the summer months!!! 
 

Men’s Monday Bible 
 

There will be the usual monthly breakfast on 
Monday, May 6, 8:00 AM at Denny’s. The 
regular Monday weekly study will be 
discontinued for the summer months. They will 
resume in the fall. You will see the notice in 
the bulletin prior to the classes being resumed. 
 

National Day of Prayer 
     The National Day of Prayer Service will be 
May 2 at 1:00 PM. It will be at the 1st Baptist 
Church, 17419 Conquistador Drive, Sun City 
West. It is sponsored by the Evangelical 
Pastor’s Fellowship of the Sun Cities. 

May Birthdays 
5/03 Gloria Zanin 
5/04 Ed Thompson 
5/06 Harriette Bjork 
5/07 Merv Olson 
5/09 Marie Rogeness 
5/12 Kay MacKeever 
5/13 Randy Bice 
5/14 Don Anderson 
5/15 Claire Anderson 
5/19 Ella Gignac 
5/20 Shirley Freese 
5/22 John Nessen 
5/23 John Heilman 
5/24 Tim Evans 
5/25 Marcia Lantz 
5/26 Thelma Patrick 
5/27 Malcom Matheson 
5/31 Altha Sleeman 

Missionary Family Birthdays 
5/20/85 Timothy Hamilton 
Happy Birthday! 
 

May Anniversaries 
5/07 Dave & Linday Cormany 
5/09 Hal & Elaine Delfosse 
5/14 Steve & Carol Jones 
5/15 Karl & Lois Effinger 
5/25 Bud & Mary Merkel 
5/26 Ron & Kim DeFevre 
5/26 Chuck & Betty Lundeen 
5/26 Bob & Jo Ann Smith 
Happy Anniversary! 

Wonderful Mother 

By Pat O'Reilly 

God made such a wonderful person, 
and you get to call her mom. 

God made a wonderful mother. 
A mother who never grows old. 

He made her smile of the sunshine. 
And He molded her heart of pure gold. 

In her eyes He placed bright shining stars, 
In her cheeks fair roses you see, 
God made a wonderful mother, 

And He gave that dear mother to me. 
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