Father/Teenager conversation topics
- Risk management and the lie of “Safety First”- Seek first God, not seek first safety.  God will call you to risk- how are you going to manage it.  Google Army Risk Management.
-Delayed gratification.  Do the hard work now for future reward.  From picking up your room, to exercise, to investing, to putting off sex till you’re married.  The enemies lie of “Get now with no payments later.”  
-How to deal with conflict between you and someone else

-Finances- saving, spending, debt, credit, mutual funds (see Robert Lewis’ Winning at Work and Home)

-Courtship vs. dating - What traits to look for in a future spouse.  How important it is for courters to interact/spend time with your brothers/sisters and family.  Other eyes looking for character. 
-The Holy Spirit

- Four ways God speaks- through the Bible, through prayer, through Godly men and women, through circumstance

-The Spiritual disciplines- devotions, reading the Bible, study, meditation, fasting, worship, fellowship, journaling.  How do you do them and what have they meant to me.
- Building margins in your life.  Learning to say “no” and picking your “yes’” based on God’s leading.  
- How to deal with fear.  Who God is.  1 John 4:18  
- Definition of a Godly man/woman (see Robert Lewis’ Authentic Manhood)

-The need to always put yourself in environments of growth- youth groups, Campus Crusades/Navigators/Intervarsity, small groups, classes

-Your worth and value

-How the enemy works.  Twisting truth just a bit.  Lies, fear, and temptation.  Beliefs lead to feelings lead to actions- When your feelings or actions are off and are getting the best of you, look back to what beliefs they are based on.  Chances are you’ll find a truth the enemy has twisted and you are believing this twisted half-truth.  Realign that belief with God’s truth in the Bible and the correct feelings and actions will follow
-Sex- here I would recommend, if possible, that Mothers talk to daughters and Fathers talk to sons.
- Sharing the weight of who you are. You have a role to play in the kingdom of God and you are needed.  
-Understanding how women think like spaghetti (everything is interconnected) and men think like waffles (everything is compartmentalized). This will be important when communicating with the opposite sex.
-Bible study resources- what they are and how they work- Strong’s concordance, Bible dictionary, commentaries, “Customs and Manners of the Bible” by J.I. Packer, Warren Wiersbe’s “With the Word”, parallel Bibles, Versions of the Bible, biblegatemway.com, blueletterbible.com
