
 
Teach Us to Pray 

 

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, 

teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."  (Luke 11:1) 

 

 “Lord, teach us to pray.” Why? Because the disciples didn't know how. That's why Jesus teaches them 
the Lord's Prayer. The same holds true for us. So during this season of Lent, prayer will be our focus. And 
what better prayer to meditate on than the Lord's Prayer—the prayer that Jesus uses to teach us how to pray. 
 When we try and do something new, we usually make one of two mistakes. First, we're so scared of 
failing or breaking something, we don't even try. We stick to just three programs on our computer, because 
who knows what kind of things we might break with a stray click of the mouse. Sometimes this attitude 
creeps into our prayer lives. “Oh, I don't know what to say. What if I ask for the wrong thing?” As if we 

could break prayer. 
 The second mistake we make is just the opposite: we assume that we already know everything and we 
charge ahead, throwing all caution to the wind. “Rebuilding a transmission? How hard can it be?” Likewise, 

this attitude can also infect our prayers. “What's there to know about prayer? You just talk to God, what's so 

hard about that?”  
 Thankfully, in teaching us the Lord's Prayer, Jesus addresses both of these attitudes. For those who are 
intimidated by the prospect of speaking with God, Jesus eases our minds from the very start, inviting us to 
pray “Our Father.” Anyone can call Him “God”. Even Satan knows who God is. But he can't call him 

“Father”, because it assumes a very intimate relationship that only Christians have. To say “Father” is not 

merely to call on some faceless god who might hear your petitions if you're lucky. To say, “Our Father” is to 

call upon one who promises to hear our prayers and loves us more than life itself. “Our Father” makes us 

bold and frees us from the fear of failure. After all, Our Father knows us, and all the things that we need. He 
wants what is best for us, and is anxious to hear us. 
 But for those of us who were born with a blissful sense of recklessness, the Lord's Prayer guides and 
structures us along a helpful path. It's a mistake for us to assume that we automatically know the best way to 
pray. We are born as enemies of God, so why would we naturally know how to pray to Him? Frankly, my 
“automatic” prayers usually focus on me, not on God's many other concerns. The Lord's Prayer guides us 

along a better way. 
  



The Lord's Prayer teaches us that God's name, kingdom, and will are of the highest concern for every 
Christian. It teaches us that everything we need for our life comes from God's hand. And it teaches us to 
forgive as we have been forgiven. But the Lord's Prayer is not the end of our prayers, it's only the beginning; 
because each of the petitions introduce an avalanche of other concerns, thanksgivings, and situations in our 
own lives. 
 So when you pray the Lord's Prayer, try pausing after every petition and praying for the other things in 
your life that intersect with it. 
“Hallowed be thy name. … Lord, let your name be glorified in everything I say and do today.” 
“Thy Kingdom come. … Expand the Gospel in Kenya.” 
“Give us this day our daily bread. … Bless the mechanic who is working on my car. Use my paycheck to 
provide for my family.” 
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us… Soften my heart and help me to let 

go of my anger with my brother.” 
 Prayer is a habit, and habits call for discipline. So if you don't have the habit already, pick a time of the 
day this Lent, and pray every day at that same time: before breakfast, after dinner, with the family, just 
before bed, whenever. And if you don't know how to start, simply start with the Lord's Prayer. You can't go 
wrong with Jesus' words. And after all, you already know that the Father is anxiously waiting to hear you.  

  
 As usual, Luther says it well: 

Furthermore, we should be encouraged and drawn to pray because, in addition to this commandment 
and promise, God takes the initiative and puts into our mouths the very words we are to use. Thus we 
see how sincerely he is concerned over our needs, and we shall never doubt that our prayer pleases 
him and will assuredly be heard.  So this prayer is far superior to all others that we might ourselves 
devise. For in the latter our conscience would always be in doubt, saying, "I have prayed, but who 
knows whether it pleased him, or whether I have hit upon the right form and mode?" Thus there is no 
nobler prayer to be found on earth, for it has the excellent testimony that God loves to hear it. This we 
should not trade for all the riches in the world. (Large Catechism, Part 3, The Lord's Prayer) 

Pastor Johnson 

 
Lent 2 (March 1, 2015) – Romans 5:1-11 
“No Silver Linings. Just Jesus.” 
 It may ring strangely in our ears to hear Paul say “we rejoice in our sufferings.” Are we supposed 

to be happy about cancer or foreclosure or homelessness? Hardly. Paul is not telling to rejoice about 

our sufferings but to rejoice even in the middle of our sufferings. Why? The reason is simple. We have 
peace through Christ. Jesus has set things right between us and God, and no suffering or hardship can 
change that. 
 Paul isn't telling us to find the silver linings in our clouds. Bad things are still bad. But even the 
worst that life can throw at us cannot separate us from God's love in Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship this Month



Lent 3 (March 8, 2015) – John 2:13-22 
“Sacrificial Vending Machine” 
 Here in the temple courtyard, convenience was king. You could buy whatever you needed for your 
sacrifice: oxen, sheep, pigeons. It was the ancient version of a sacrificial vending machine. Only one 
catch—they didn't take regular currency. You had to change your money for temple coins, and the 
exchange rate was never in your favor. The whole operation was worse than a payday loan outfit, 
charging exorbitant fees for their services. Who was really being worshiped there in the temple, the 
almighty God or the almighty dollar? 

 
Lent 4 (March 15, 2015) – Ephesians 2:1-10 
“Dead, Past Tense” 

 The epistle begins with the cold, hard truth: “we were dead in our trespasses and sins.”  
Not out with an injury. Not mortally wounded. Not mostly dead. 
Dead. 
This is what sinners are in relationship to God—dead. They can't reach out to Him or please Him or 
choose Him. Dead things don't move; they just lie there, dead. And that's what we are.  
Correction, that's what we were. 
This glorious grammatical detail makes all the difference. We were dead in our trespasses and sins, 
but no longer. We are moving, breathing, living in Christ. Sin is dead, and we are now alive with Christ. 
And that is present tense. 

 
Lent 5 (March 22, 2015) – Mark 10:35-45 
“Servant of All” 
 It's easy to shake your head at James and John with their bold request to have the number two and 
three positions in the kingdom of God. But Jesus' response is not just for them, it is for us all. We all 
incline towards power and prestige. We want to be respected, honored, and important. But Jesus 
turns our natural inclinations on their heads. “Whoever would be first among you must be slave of 

all.” Because the way it goes with the master is the way it goes with the servant. And the Master made 

himself slave of all. 
 

Sunday of the Passion (March 29, 2015) 
“The Entire Act” 

 Today is not only Palm Sunday but also the Sunday of the Passion. Throughout the rest of Holy Week, 
we hear of Christ's passion in parts and pieces, but today we have the opportunity to hear it in its entirety, 
from His trial before Pilate to His burial. True, the readings are much longer today than usual, but this 
provides us a viewpoint of Christ's suffering and death as one great act of sacrifice for those whom he so 
dearly loves: us.  

 

 
Next Compassion Circle Meeting – Monday, March 2nd. If you can, please come at 10:00 that morning 
to help make cards. The regular monthly meeting will begin at 1:00. Thank You! 
 
Quilting Dates for March: Tuesday the 10th and Tuesday the 24th at 9:00 am. Please bring your own lunch.  



 

Attention Sunday School Parents!  March 18th is the date designated for you and the teachers to serve the 
Wednesday evening Lenten meal of Baked Potatoes/Fixins. The signup sheet for what to bring, help set 
up/clean up, is on the table by the front door in the Narthex. Please signup if you can assist that night. Thank 
You!! 

 

 

    Who: YOU!   

 What: Missionfest 

2015 

When: April 18th 

         Time: 3:00-7:00 PM 

                     Where: Glory of Christ, 4040 Hwy 101 N, Plymouth, MN 

                   Why: Fun, Fellowship and FUNDRAISING for our Missions. 

This year our focus will be on our new role in Mexico. Bid, relax, and enjoy  

great food, beverage, and fun. Tickets available beginning March 15th for $30 per  

person. Visit http://gloryofchrist.org/#/missionsfest-2015 for more information. 

 

 
 
New Music Group being formed!  Ellie Leimer is starting a new children’s instrumental group. If you are 

school aged, and play an instrument, please email Ellie at el4516@gmail.com. Rehearsals for this group will 
begin on Wednesday April 8th from 5:00 to 5:30. Thank You!  
 

Missions



 
We have two Lenten services each Wednesday through March 25th with a morning service that begins at 11:30 
am with a soup lunch following and then, an evening Lenten service at 7:00 pm. Dinner will be provided by 
various groups from our congregation each Wednesday evening beginning at 6:00 pm. Please join us! 
 
Compassion Circle assists with the desserts and clean up for the lunches and the following groups are scheduled 
to serve dinner through the remainder of the Lenten Season: 
 
March 4th – Choir/Hand Bell Choir – Lasagna 
March 11th - Church Council - BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwiches 
March 18th - Sunday School Teachers & Families – Baked Potatoes/Fixins 
March 25th – Altar Guild – Hot Dishes 
 
Holy Week Services: Maundy Thursday, April 2nd and Good Friday, April 3rd Services will be at 7:00 pm. 
 

 
Glory of Christ will again have two Easter Services this year. They will be on Sunday, April 5th at 8:00 am and 
10:30 am with an Easter brunch, served by the Elders of our Congregation, between the Services. Please join 
us! 
 
Time to order your Easter flowers!  Please see the information below on the types of flowers and pricing. 
Order forms can be found as inserts in your bulletin. Thank You! 

 

Easter Flowers  
Help decorate the church for Easter.  There are several flowers to choose from.  You may take 
them home after the Easter Service.  
 

Lent

The Forty 
days before 
Easter

Easter

Resurrection
of Jesus Christ



Easter Lilies (5 or more flowers)      $7.75 
Tulips:          $7.25 
(red, purple, yellow or an assortment) 
Mums:         $8.75 
(purple, yellow, white or an assortment) 
Hydrangea (Pink)                  $14.00 

  
LAST DAY TO ORDER  
Sunday, March 22nd  

  

 
Have children between 0-18 years? Don't always feel prepared for service or miss parts of the sermon? 

COME TO MOM'S GROUP! Each Wednesday from 4:00-5:15 we have a short devotion for the kids, and 
then study the 3 upcoming readings. It's a great way to prepare for service and get some extra insight even if 
you do hear the entire sermon. If you have school-aged kids, we conveniently meet during the Children's Choir 
(4:30-5:00) and Children's Chimes (5:00-5:30) times. Small children get fun-filled babysitting from our very 
own Josh Christian. Since each week studies the upcoming texts, you won't miss anything if you can only come 
periodically. Hope to see there! 
 

Elders Meeting will be on Tuesday March 3
rd

 at 7:00 

 

Church Council meeting will be on Tuesday March 17
th

 at 6:30.  
 
Glory of Christ is having another Blood Drive – GoC is partnering once again with the Red Cross and is 
having a Blood Drive in our Fellowship Hall on Monday March 9th from 1:00 to 7:00. We still need 2 more 
volunteers to work 2 hour shifts at the registration table that day, 1 person for 3:00-5:00, and 1 person for    
5:00-7:00. Please let Brenda know if you can help with this. The signup sheet for donating is on the table in the 
Narthex. We are almost 50% full - Let’s beat our last participant number of 25! Thanks. 
 
Spring Clean-Up Day has been scheduled for Saturday March 28

th
, 9:00 AM. Please mark your calendars 

and we will make the church shine before Easter! 
 

 
Save the Date!  VBS is approaching – Week of June 8

th
 to the 12

th
.  Keep your eyes open for more 

information to come! 

 
 

 

General News & Updates



Workshops on Lutheran Liturgy for Lay-People 

April 25, 2015 

 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Glory of Christ Lutheran Church 

4040 State Hwy 101 N. 

Plymouth, MN 55446 

763-478-6031 

www.gloryofchrist.org 

 

Registration fee:  $25.00 per person 

Registration information will be forthcoming 

 

Rev. Dr. Lucas V. Woodford 

 

“How to start a mission congregation and still use the hymnal” 

 

It will be a discussion of the place of the historic Liturgy and historical hymnody in the life of new congregations.  
 

“Workshops of Lutheran Liturgy” are intended primarily for lay-people of the Lutheran church.  The 

Christian in the pew is most affected by the worship forms and liturgies employed in the chancel.  These 

Christians would be well served to attend these stimulating and informative workshops. 

 

Biography for Pastor Lucas Woodford 

 
Rev. Dr. Lucas V. Woodford has been serving as the Sr. Pastor of Zion Lutheran Church and School in Mayer, MN 
since Nov. 6 of 2005. He also presently serves on the Board of Directors for the MN South District of the LCMS.   
 
In May of 2012 he published his first book Great Commission, Great Confusion, or Great Confession: The Mission 

of the Holy Christian Church. He hosts a religious blog (www.thisweconfess.wordpress.com) that discusses the 
mission of the Holy Christian Church and the spread of the Gospel in light of confessional Lutheran theology and 
American culture. 
 
Lucas attended Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, MO. He received his Masters of Divinity degree in 2002 and 
Sacred Theology Masters degree in 2003. He is a 2009 graduate of DOXOLOGY: The Lutheran Center for Spiritual 

Care and Counsel. He also completed his Doctor of Ministry degree in Christian Outreach from Concordia 
Theological Seminary Fort Wayne, IN in 2011.  
 
Lucas was born in South Dakota and grew up in Willmar MN. He went on to attend Concordia University in St. Paul 
for his undergraduate. There he met his wife Rebecca ("Becca").  They have four beautiful children, Isabella born in 
December of 2003, Thaddeus born February of 2007, Aletheia born June of 2009, and Ekklacia (Klaci) born October 
of 2011.  
 
Rev. Woodford will be speaking on the topic: How to start a mission congregation and still use the hymnal. It will be 
a discussion of the place of the historic Liturgy and historical hymnody in the life of new congregations.  



 
 



       
 
     Dear Glory of Christ Member, 

  
Our most recent Council meeting was held on February 17th. 
  
Pastor Johnson had reported that the Missions project in Mexico is moving forward even faster than 
expected.  He and the Elder's will be looking at finding one or two members in the congregation to take a 
more active role in this mission project. 
  
Jesse Huber, our Treasurer,  although not present at the meeting, had submitted his report in advance to 
the Council and reported the January offerings were about five thousand dollars over our forecasted 
budget for the month. 
  
Brenda Richards did a great job on contracting a new rate for our garbage waste costs.  With this new 
contract, which Council approved, we were able to cut our costs in half.  
  
The Long Range Planning Committee did a great job of getting a bid on additional pews for the church. 
The quote is just under $7,000 for five pews, which includes stretching out fabric and repairing any nicks 
on our existing pews as well.  The Committee has also worked with Andy Madson in getting bids from 
several companies to assess our facility needs – space, conceptual planning, and costs.  In the very near 
future, we will have a voter's meeting to look at the possible directions we, as a congregation, want to 
take in order to meet the growth needs of our facility.  We also dissolved the Long Range Planning 
Committee, as they have met all of the requests asked of them. 
  
Building and Grounds member, Dan Gruenhagen, reminded the Council that March 28th, starting at 9:00 
a.m., is the day that has been set for spring clean up.  The more hands we have to help, the faster the work 
will go and more time to enjoy the company of our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
  
GoC Blood Drive will be held on Monday March 9th (1 - 7 p.m.) Look for the signup sheet in the Narthex.  
  
In Christ, 
  
Dennis Karius 
Council President 

 

 



 

 



 
***The 2015/2016 Ushers schedule has been created and emailed out. The remaining volunteer 

schedules will be created and emailed out within the first week of March. Thank you to new 

volunteers and to all who continue to volunteer for our church!!! 

 

Serving Sunday March 1, 2015 

Coffee:   Pauline Hemingway & Brenda Richards 

Acolyte:   Maddie Nelson 
Elders:      Josh Christian & Todd Schoolman   
Ushers:   Jim Fahnhorst & Chris Houck 
Altar Guild:   Janel Koosman & Karen Swenson 
Offering Counters:     Davie & Naomi Teske 
Bread Baker:    Charlotte Smith  
Bread Deliverer:  Craig Smith 

 
 

Serving Wednesday March 4, 2015 (7:00 pm Lenten Service) 

Acolyte:   Chris Corey 
Ushers:   Jerry Malo & Brian Malo 

 
Serving Sunday March 8, 2015 

Coffee:   Carla Claussen & Susan Torkelson 

Acolyte:   Bri Dorweiler 
Elders:      Josh Christian & Todd Schoolman   
Ushers:   Travis Dorweiler & Tim Lavanger 
Altar Guild:   Kevin & Suzy Skau 
Offering Counters:     Tim Lavanger & Russ McBroom 
Bread Baker:    Susan Johnson    
Bread Deliverer:  Carl Hartness 

 
 

Serving Wednesday March 11, 2015 (7:00 pm Lenten Service) 

Acolyte:   Daniel Schoolman 
Ushers:   Patton Hoffarth & Jesse Huber 

 
 

Serving Sunday March 15, 2015 

Coffee:   Barry & Emily Fuchs 

Acolyte:   Will Brolsma 
Elders:      Josh Christian & Todd Schoolman   
Ushers:   Steve Rains & Roger Hargreaves 
Altar Guild:   Jill Larson & Gayle McGriff 
Offering Counters:     Barbie Gruenhagen & Mike Miller  
Bread Baker:    Janis Kimmel    
Bread Deliverer:  Janis Kimmel  

 

Serving this Month



 

Serving Wednesday March 18, 2015 (7:00 pm Lenten Service) 

Acolyte:   Will Brolsma 
Ushers:   Mark Swenson & Curt Woolfolk 

 
 

Serving Sunday March 22, 2015 

Coffee:   Mark & Karen Swenson 

Acolyte:   Chris Corey 
Elders:      Josh Christian & Todd Schoolman   
Ushers:   Jonathan Schultz & Kim Diemand 
Altar Guild:   Chad & Denae Kuenzel 
Offering Counters:     Lori Beck & Carl Hartness  
Bread Baker:    Julie Anderson    
Bread Deliverer:  Julie Anderson

 
 

Serving Wednesday March 25, 2015 (7:00 pm Lenten Service) 

Acolyte:   Chris Corey 
Ushers:   Rory Olson & Cory Olson 

 
 

Serving Sunday March 29, 2015 

Coffee:   Gary & Mary Peterson 

Acolyte:   Chris Corey 
Elders:      Josh Christian & Todd Schoolman   
Ushers:   Ryan Koosman & Paul Koosman 
Altar Guild:   Cheryl McCreary & Brenda Richards 
Offering Counters:     Craig & Charlotte Smith  
Bread Baker:    Cheryl McCreary    
Bread Deliverer:  Carl Hartness 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
March 1st        Wes Kettner       Birthday 
         
March 4th    Shirley Lavanger     Birthday 
     
March 6th    David & Naomi Teske    Anniversary 
     
March 7th    Ann Olson       Birthday 
    Kelly Dorweiler     Birthday 
    Caleb DeBlois     Birthday 
     
March 9th     Josh Olson       Birthday 
     
March 10th     Carl Hartness     Birthday 
         
March 12th      Beth Schoolman      Birthday 
    Andrea Heeren     Birthday 
     
March 13th      Alex Houck      Birthday 
 
March 15th      Ben Schaumburg     Birthday 
     
March 17th     Rebecca Neumann     Birthday 
    Darcie Mathwig     Birthday 
     
March 19th      Todd & Christine Zitzlsperger   Anniversary 
 
March 21st      Alexander Lindh     Birthday 
 
March 23rd      Zachary Etrheim     Birthday 
 
March 26th   Maddie Zitzlsperger     Birthday   
    Danny Corey      Birthday 
 
March 28th   Todd Schoolman     Birthday 
 
March 30th   Matt Houck      Birthday 
  
  
 
 
 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries



 

              

Calendar


