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13 ONLY CHRIST WILL DO 
In 1518, Martin Luther traveled to Heidelberg, Germany to participate in a 
debate on his theological opinions in the presence of the Augustinian friars, to 
which monastic community he belonged. Out of the meeting of the 
Augustinians came a short work entitled the "Heidelberg Disputation," which 
gained a positive reception from the younger men in the order. They made an 
enormous impact by spreading the evangelical preaching outside of Saxony, 
from which Luther hailed. Among the radical contentions in the Disputation we 
find that it contains Luther's "theology of the cross." What humans expect of 
God, God, mocking those faulty expectations, turns to a completely different 
use. That is the theology of the cross. The cross, a sign of grisly death, 
becomes the sign of life and salvation; and all contrary to human expectations.  

 After the Heidelberg Disputation Luther seldom employed the term "theology 
of the cross." Did he abandon it? Did he move on to greener theological 
pastures? Not at all, Luther's whole theology may be called a theology of the 
cross. Luther is constantly extolling the God who delights to mock human 
wisdom by using what humans think foolish to save foolish humans 
 (1Co 1:18-31).  

Continued on next page 



 

 In the twenty-first century, we still need Luther's salutary warning against acquiring righteousness in the pres-
ence of God through our own pious actions. Today I hear the teenagers talking so much about "making good 
choices" that I am beginning to suspect that there is too much of this talk. On one level, in the kingdom of this 
world, making good choices is basic human wisdom and something that needs to be inculcated into teenagers. 
However, on another level, their simplistic dependence on the "good choices" mantra may lead to the delusion 
that goodness is defined by repeating good behavior. This dependence could become quite fatal to the Christian 
faith, which does not consist of our choices, but God's remarkable and shocking choice of us in His Son.  

Luther rejects the views of Aristotle, the ancient Greek philosopher, who taught that by continually doing the right 
thing, we would be ever more strongly confirmed in the right. It could be summed up: "To do right is to become 
right." Aristotle does not conceive of the human weakness that derives from the fall into sin, nor does he know the 
wisdom of God to count the world righteous for Christ's sake. For biblical thought, we become right through Christ, 
so that we can do right. Doing right always follows the gift of righteousness. 

 We Christians get right with God by God's doing, not by our doing. Faith receives what is done. Faith does no 
work. It receives God's work. No repetition is possible here; only reception of God's work in Christ. Luther is not 
suggesting that we become slothful in our lives. Good choices are still necessary. It's just that such choices don't 
avail before God as righteousness. Only Christ will do. 

Rev. Dr. Scott R. Murray 
Memorial Lutheran Church, Houston, TX 



"For the righteousness of God is not acquired by means of acts frequently repeated, as Aristotle 
taught, but it is imparted by faith, for 'The righteous shall live by faith' (Rm 1:17), and 'With the 
heart one believes and is justified' (Rm 10:10). Therefore, I wish to have the words 'without work' 
understood in the following manner: Not that the righteous person does nothing, but that his 
works do not make him righteous, rather that his righteousness creates works. For grace and 
faith are infused without our works. After they have been imparted the works follow. Thus Rm 
3:20 states, 'By works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight,' and, 'For we hold 
that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law' (Rm 3:28). In other words, works contrib-
ute nothing to justification. Therefore, a person knows that works which he does by such faith 
are not his but God's. For this reason, he does not seek to become justified or glorified through 
them, but seeks God. His justification by faith in Christ is sufficient to him. Christ is his wisdom, 
righteousness, etc., as 1Co 1:30 has it, that he himself may be Christ's action and instrument."  

Martin Luther, Heidelberg Disputation, 25 

Continued from 
previous page 

Grounds Beautification Project 
Here is a great opportunity to help Gloria Dei raise the needed funds to put down 

sand and mulch in the playgrounds of the CDC, Learning Center and Academy. This 
project will not only help to improve the look of our grounds and campus, but it will 
also provide a safe area for children to play. The cost to this project is approximately 
$7300.00. Please mark your donations as GROUND BEAUTIFICATION MULCH PRO-

JECT and place them in your envelope along with your weekly offerings. Your partici-
pation is greatly appreciated. 
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I. Preamble

A sufficient answer to the question at hand could be stated in four sentences or four thousand pages. As a matter of convenience and to save 
space I will say what I believe through a series of affirmations. I will then spend most this paper working through metaphors that explicate my 
answer to the question. 

I affirm what God has revealed about the church and the holy ministry as seen in Scripture and read through the hermeneutical lens of the 
Book of Concord. I affirm the Augsburg Confession, especially Articles IV, V, VII, VIII, XIV, XXVIII. I affirm the distinction between the visible and 
invisible church. I affirm the middle way between clericalism and congregationalism. I affirm the continuation of the apostolic church through 
adherence to the doctrine of the Apostles. I affirm that the Call to holy ministry is from Christ and occurs through human means.  

II. Controlling Metaphors

In his book, “Just Words,” J.A.O. Preus presents the atoning work of Jesus Christ through the lens of many different metaphors. As he states in 
the first chapter: 

“The goal is not to reduce the Gospel to one of its words but to proclaim it in its fullness, to use all its ways of being said. The goal is, 
in addition to proclaiming the Gospel as a divine, powerful Word, to proclaim it as a profound and richly textured human word.” 

In the same way, it is my goal to describe my belief about church and ministry through the lens of a few different metaphors.  

Shepherd and Sheep 

The Scriptural evidence for this metaphor is an embarrassment of riches. The Church is comprised of both sheep (people) and shepherds 
(pastors). The role of the sheep is to be with the flock, following the shepherd, and living out the vocation of being a sheep. Conversely, the 
shepherd is to protect, guide, and feed the sheep given to his care.  

This metaphor exists most cleanly in the horizontal realm as the sheep, and the shepherd interacts as they live out life together. Here the 
church’s reason for being is to be in a relationship: (1) to the Shepherd, (2) the shepherd, and (3) the fellow sheep. The point of the pastor is to 
guard his parishioners from false doctrine, immoral living, and “sneak preachers.” Also, to lead the parishioners through First Article decisions 
and to feed them the Gospel. 

The Hospital 

Augustine was not far off when he allegorized the inn found in the parable of the Good Samaritan as the Church. The Church is a hospital 
where the people are patients, and the pastor is a surgeon.  

This metaphor exists most cleanly in the vertical realm as the people are either sick or healed. The Church’s reason for being is to house the 
unregenerate as they lay dying from the terminal disease of sin and death. The point of the pastor is to vivify the zombified the Gospel. They 
come with varying degrees of self-delusion and denial to their precarious state, but slowly they come into the operating room. The master 
surgeon lays them on the table and takes out his surgical knife and healing balm. With the Law, he invasively extricates the tumor, and with 
the Gospel, he binds and mends the wounds through the miraculous means of grace. 

The Body/Bride 

The Church is the bride of Christ. This metaphor spans across both the vertical and horizontal realms in relatively equal measure. 

From eternity past, Christ chose for Himself the invisible church of whom He washes and presents to Himself as perfect. The reason for the 
Church in this metaphor is to be wed to Christ as a single organism, without distinction or difference. For as the bride of Christ all Christians are 
of one body. Country of origin, race, gender, economic status or any other demographic variable is rendered moot as the individual becomes 
a cell in the bride.    

The reason that the church exists to raise some and lower others as all find perfect equilibrium in Christ. Here the Church can speak First 
Article social justice issues. The point of the pastor in this metaphor is to speak on behalf of the Groom. Both by firm exhortation and by 
whispering sweet words of love, the pastor is the tool that God uses to prepare the bride for the wedding feast.  

III. Last Thoughts

A pastor is called to be faithful, so that the pastor may say to his parishioners, “Follow me as I follow Christ.” And as a follower of Christ, he 
should leave his nets behind, his father unburied, and even his own life. The call to be a follower of Christ is one that kills. It destroys the old 
man, but not just spiritually, but also existentially. No longer may you live for yourself, that is your carnal pleasures, but now you live for 
Christ.  

The purpose of the Church is to be a gathering of those who heeded the call to follow Christ. They have forsaken their own lives so that they 
may receive His life. And while this is eternally true, it is experienced proleptically in the life of a Christian. So that God’s salvation is actuated 
in human space and time: through the voice box of the pastor and the crunching and slurping of wafers and wine.  

The call to be a follower of Christ is one that resurrects. The Christian fails and echoes Paul’s “Romans 7” cries of desperation. But God has 
placed His servant as the predigtamt who declares Paul’s revelatory “Romans 8” reality. And as pastor and parishioner ride the seam, holding 
onto Romans 7 & 8 for balance, together they take each deeper into what it means to be a follower of Christ. 

Sam Sessa—4th Year Graduate Student, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri 

WHAT’S THE CHURCH’S REASON FOR BEING; 
AND WHAT’S THE POINT OF A PASTOR? 



What a Rootin’ Tootin’ Good Time everyone had at our Fall Book Fair this

year.  Our Wild West Family Night was great fun!  Special thanks to Carol Jones and
Debbie Groome for all of their time spent and fun ideas harvested!! 

Story time: Learning about the life of a cowboy. 

Game Time: Return the Money to the Bank Vault 

Line Dancing:  Amy Yost  teaches young and old the latest moves. 

Snacks: The “chuck wagon”  

Game Time: Let’s ride the Pony Express! 



C ! 
Each of the following students in VPK through 7th Grade were recognized in Chapel on Wednes-

day, November 1st, for academic and/or conduct achievement in the first quarter. They received the 

appropriate certificate(s) as well as a Winner's Circle card.  

Congratulations on a job well done! 

Pictured to the 
left are our 
Students of 
the Quarter 

and pictured to 
the right are 

our Honor Roll 
students. 

Plan now to join your Gloria Dei family for Divine Service  
Thanksgiving Eve - Wednesday, November 22rd, at 7:00 PM 
Thanksgiving Day - Thursday, November 23th, at 10:00 AM 

Your American Heritage Girls Troop wants to invite 
you to supper before the service on November 22rd, 
2017. Starting at 5:30pm, the girls will have spaghet-
ti, salad, and dessert in the Fellowship Hall. It's a 
great opportunity to meet the girls and learn about 

what they have been working on. Everyone is welcome; we will have a sign up 
sheet on the bulletin board, but you can come whether you sign up or not! To 
help the Troop, we will be collecting free will donations during supper. 

Cleaning shelves and closets before the holiday? Please donate 
new or gently used Children’s Picture Books and Chapter Books. 
Our Book Drive is ongoing so that in May we can provide sum-
mer reading to Davie Elementary students. Look for the Book 

Drive donation box in the narthex. 



Please keep our seminarian families in your prayers: 

*Sam, Leah, Ben and Charlotte Sessa, 9D Founders Way, St. Louis, MO 63105

*Devin, Melissa, Penny, Devin, Jr. and Jamie Murphy 15 Founders Way Unit B, St. Louis, MO 63105

*Alex, Annie and Evelyn Blanken, 2715 Northgate Blvd., Apt 6, Ft Wayne, IN 46835

Friday, November 24th we are in need of help to set up the trees  
and garland before the hanging of the greens on Saturday. 

If you would like to help please come  
by the church any time after 9 a.m. 

Thank you! 

Hanging of  the Greens 
Saturday, November 25th 4:00 p.m. 

Join the fun as we transform our Sanctuary and Narthex 

in preparation for the seasons of Advent and Christmas. 
Cookies and Drinks will be provided 

All women of Gloria Dei 
Please join us for our annual Christmas Brunch 

“God’s Gifts” 
Saturday, December 2nd, 10:00 a.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall 

Please bring a pot luck dish to share. 

Our gifts from the heart will be to our seminarians. We will be 
collecting gift cards, (gas, toys r us, target, Walmart ect..) You may 
purchase gift cards from Barry Vonada, which benefit our academy. 



Please spread the word about your troop.  If anyone is interested in more informa on, they can contact Jim or Debbie 
MacGregor at 785‐207‐3796 or send an email to ahg.fl1483@gmail.com or email Darla Schulte at 
darla_schulte@bellsouth.net. 

We have 26 girls in our troop now and one of them is our very first Pathfinder!  Pathfinders are in 
Kindergarten and are introduced to the program by becoming familiar with the AHG Oath, Creed, 
etc.  They also learns Bible verses and get to do lots of fun activities related to badges they may 
wish to earn in the future.   In addition to our Pathfinder, we have quite a few new girls who are 
working hard to earn the Joining Award, which must be completed before they can earn any other 
badges. 

Last month, for our Fourth Friday Fun (FFF) activity, the PiPas (Pioneers/Patriots) invited us to a 
painting studio in Hollywood.  We had over 20 participants and most of us learned something new 
about painting!  As we were leaving, we were invited to watch a glass-blowing demonstration next 
door.  What a fun evening. 

Some of our girls and parents participated in an Operation Christmas Child service project.  They 
went shopping for items the organization needs to send packages to children around the world, 
then helped sort and pack boxes. 

This month, our FFF will be trying our hands at sign-making!  Thanks to the Explorers for making 
those arrangements for us!  

For our November service project, we will be passing out flags at the Davie Veteran’s Day 
Ceremony on November 11th.  If you see us, stop by and pick up a flag!  J 

Our troop will continue to help with Blessings in a Backpack, packing once a month and delivering 
to Davie Elementary each Friday.  We will also be helping with the LifeNet Coop Food Service the 
second Thursday of each month. 

We are learning so much about our community and are getting involved in many wonderful things.  
Thank you for your support!!  And thank you to the church Thrift Shop for contributing lots of arts 
and crafts supplies! 



 

Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s blood, by the His death 
for our sins and His resurrection for our justification, God the Father has received us back into His 
family. By water combined with His Word, promise, and name, the Holy Spirit has taken up residence 
in us. We belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Him. And being in Him, all 
things are ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed.  

Our true treasure and wealth is that we belong to the most holy Trinity and everything that is His 
belongs also to us: righteousness, peace, eternal life. Even our temporal treasures are gifts from His 
fatherly divine goodness and mercy.  

We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as (good stewards of His varied grace,) (1 Peter 4:10) we 
manage them in such a way that they may be returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed 
through prayers of thanksgiving and God’s holy Word, as an offering. Thus, all our possessions, as 
gifts from God, are also offerings to Him, from which we eat to nourish our bodies, share with our 
family, neighbors, and fellow Christians, with the poor and even our enemies, as holy things given by 
the holy God. His temporal gifts are blessings to and for us, and bring blessing upon us even as they 
are pressed into His service for His kingdom and the souls that receive them.  

Thus we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us and pours out the 
fullness of His promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and will continue to 
do. We give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but giving to all even as our heavenly Father has given 
to us.  

As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all that we 
are and all that we have because of God’s providential care. And may we be all the more diligent in 
bringing everything that we have received from God to Him, so that He may bless it and employ it for 
the good of all — even for us. “For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an 
abundance” (Matthew 13:12).  

LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
http://www.lcms.org/stewardship-ministry 

WORD ON STEWARDSHIP 

Mrs. Forsten, a Pre-K3 teacher at 
Lutheran South Academy in 
Houston, TX sent this wonderful 
picture of her 3 year olds enjoying 
the sunglasses and cards they 
received from our church and 
academy. Mrs. Forsten states that “ 
It was sad to see our school flood, 
but thanked God for keeping us 
safe.” Please remember to keep the 
students, teachers, staff and 
parents from Lutheran South in your 
prayers as they continue to rebuild. 



November  2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1   
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8m-Bible Study 

2  
5pm-American Heritage 
Girls 

3 4 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9am LWML Breakfast  & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift Shop 
Open 

5
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

6 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

7 8 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8m-Bible Study 

9 10 11 
Veterans Day 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
1pm-GriefShare 

12 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

13 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

14
Directory Photos 
10:30am-Prayer Shawl 

15
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8m-Bible Study 

16 
5pm-American Heritage 
Girls 

17 18 
8am-Men’s Breakfast  
& Bible Study 
9am LWML Breakfast  & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
1pm-GriefShare 

19
LWML Soup and Bake Sale 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

20 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
6:30pm-School Board  
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

21 
6:30pm-Church Council 

22 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8m-Bible Study 

23 
Thanksgiving 
10am-Divine Service 

24 
9am-Christmas Setup 

25 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
1pm-GriefShare 
4pm-Hanging of the 
Greens 

26 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

27 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

28 29 30 



BIRTHDAYS 
November / December 2017 

*Hannah Lehman 11/1 

Christina Schulte 11/1 

Cindy Conner 11/3 

Patricia Godwin 11/4 

*Hans Preus 11/6 

Vera Babzien 11/7 

Jesse Wright 11/7 

Maxine Dietz 11/8 

Joseph Tye 11/8 

Joe Meighen 11/10 

Thomas Poulos 11/10 

Cherri Blair 11/15 

Jess Ford 11/15 

Daniel Poulos 11/15 

Justin Rubin 11/15 

Lauren Wallice 11/16 

Jan Adams 11/19 

Glen Walters 11/19 

Karen Stenzel-Nowicki 11/22 

Daryl Reese 11/24 

Kimberly Diehl 11/25 

Matthew Gomulka 11/30 

John Geromanos 12/1 

Colleen Gilchrist 12/1 

Harry Pope 12/2 

Evelyn Blanken 12/3 

Kyle Brehm 12/3 

Kelsey Walters 12/3 

Charlotte Devier 12/4 

Matthew Wallice 12/6 

Keah Wright 12/6 

Angelina Moe 12/7 

Todd Moe 12/8 

Kelly Kern 12/9 

Robert Cabral 12/10 

David Malone 12/15 

Carolyn Coxe 12/16 

Dionne Josephs 12/16 

*Rolf Preus 12/17 

Diana Paynter 12/19 

Alex Harbar 12/19 

Jack Walters 12/22 

Doris Wilson 12/28 

Julie Leroy 12/31 

Lauren Diehl 12/31 

*Missionary Family

ANNIVERSARIES 
November / December 2017 

Willis and Dale Devier 11/3 

Joseph and Chris Saitta 11/17 

Benjamin and Kristie Singley 11/18 

Jason and Darla Schulte 11/22 

Michael and Joann Schweiger 11/23 

Michael and Rosemarie Geisler 11/25 

George and Bonnie McMichael 11/26 

Jason and Claudia Schmaus 11/27 

Don and Carolyn Coxe 11/28 

Quinn and Susan Stumpf 12/02 

William and Margaret Janzer 12/04 

Justin and Allison Rubin 12/19 

Jim and Debbie MacGregor 12/22 

Greg and Susan Grimmett 12/27 

Craig and Carol Chaddock 12/29 

Ed and Caroline Darcy 12/30 

*Missionary Family
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1. Give thanks for the saints who 
have gone before us. Ask Him to
empower Christians to follow their
example of faith and good works.

2. Give thanks for the saints on 
earth. Pray that His Church might
continue in the true faith and
proclaim the saving Good News
of salvation.

3. Thank God that He is our 
heavenly Father. Rejoice that God
invites us to believe that He is
our true Father and we are His
true children.

4. Thank God that His name is holy. 
Rejoice that all can trust in the Lord,
for His Word is truth.

5. Thank God for His Kingdom. Pray
that the Lord of the Harvest would
provide workers for the harvest field.

6. Thank God for His will. Pray that
His will is done. Not ours.

7. Thank God that His will is done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Pray that
God would keep us firm in His Word
and faith until we die.

8. Thank God for daily bread. Pray
for all those who are hungry today.

9. Thank God for forgiveness. 
Repent. Rejoice that yours sins are
forgiven by Christ.

10. Thank God for forgiveness. 
Pray for the strength to forgive those
who have sinned against you.

11. Thank God that He leads us 
out of temptation. Ask God to lead
you in paths of righteousness for His
name’s sake.

12. Thank God that He delivers us 
from evil. Rejoice that Jesus has won
the victory over sin, death and the
power of the devil.

13. Thank God that He hears our 
prayers for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice that
God promises to hear our prayers as
a loving Father.

Pray For Us Calendar
Congregations and individuals are invited to copy these pages for newsletters or other 
distribution. Download at lcms.org/prayforus or call 888-843-5267 to request a copy.

Give thanks as you pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER — NOVEMBER 1–13  This month, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) gives thanks 
for God’s abundant grace we have received through Jesus Christ’s sacrificial death and resurrection. In all things we give 
thanks for His love and mercy.

INVOLVEMENT IDEAS
• Visit eyesoflife.org to watch a music 
video and read about how others value
life as a gift from God.

• Learn more about the work of 
the LCMS throughout the world: 
engage.lcms.org.

• Did you know that LCMS Disaster 
Response offers a variety of free 
resources in both English and 
Spanish? Visit lcms.org/disaster to 
download Bible studies, essays and 
other resources.

Moses Lochul Rutale reads his evening devotion 
in his dormitory bunk bed at the U-Dom ELCK 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya) Project 
24 site in Chepareria, Kenya. 

As Margaret Mann loads her laundry into the 
washing machine, volunteers Joyce Bauer and 
Elma Richmond (rear) from St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, San Antonio, Texas, assist during the 
Laundry Love event at the E-Z Wash laundromat 
in San Antonio. The monthly ministry event is 
supported by a grant through the “Stand With 
Your Community” program, which was made 
possible by a partnership between the LCMS, 
Thrivent Financial and Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund. IMAGES: LCMS COMMUNICATIONS/ERIK M. LUNSFORD

http://eyesoflife.org
http://engage.lcms.org
http://lcms.org/disaster


14. Thank God that He is the God 
who saves. Pray that all might fear,
love and trust in Him alone.

15. Thank God that His name is 
trustworthy. Call upon Him in every
trouble, pray, praise and give thanks.

16. Thank God for Sabbath rest. 
Hold His Word sacred. Gladly hear
and learn it.

17. Thank God for your parents. 
Thank Him for all those in authority.
Pray for the strength to obey.

18. Thank God for your neighbor, 
that you might help in any need.

19. Thank God for Christian 
marriage. May all learn to love as
Christ loves His Church.

20. Thank God for what He has 
provided for you. May all learn the
secret of being content.

21. Thank God for the people 
in your life. May we speak well of
them and explain everything in the
kindest way.

22. Thank God for your home. 
Rejoice and be content in what He
has provided for you.

23. Thank God for the people God 
has provided in your life.

24. Thank God for the Ten 
Commandments. Pray for strength to
rejoice in His will and to walk in His
ways to the glory of His holy name.

25. Thank God for creation.

26. Thank God for His Son 
Jesus Christ. 

27. Thank God for the suffering, 
death and resurrection of Christ. Rejoice
that Christ’s death has purchased and
won you from all sins, from death and
from the power of the devil.

28. Thank God for the promise 
of Christ’s return. The Church prays,
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

29. Thank God for the Holy Spirit, 
who calls, gathers, enlightens and
sanctifies the whole Christian church
on earth and keeps it with Jesus
Christ in the one true faith.

30. Thank God for St. Andrew, 
apostle. St. Andrew, Peter’s brother,
heard John’s cry to “Behold the Lamb
of God” and followed Jesus.
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MISSIONARY & PERSONNEL BIRTHDAYS
Download the prayer cards of 
missionaries and other personnel from  
lcms.org/prayercards.

Nov. 1  Rebecca Krey, Latin America and  
the Caribbean

Nov. 6  James Neuendorf, Latin America 
and the Caribbean

Nov. 11  Jillian Burfeind, Toledo, Ohio

Nov. 20  Kristin Lange, Germany;
Michael Paul, Taiwan

Nov. 22  Shelee Warner, Spain

Nov. 23  Charles Cortright, Eurasia;
Edward Naumann, South Asia;
Stefanie Rabe, Ethiopia

Nov. 24  Freeman Rohlfing, Czech Republic

Nov. 26  Daniel Jastram, Japan;
Monica Naumann, South Asia

Nov. 29  Sean Harlow, Asia

Nov. 30 Jana Inglehart, Latin America and  
the Caribbean

MILITARY CHAPLAINS WITH BIRTHDAYS IN NOVEMBER: 
Chaplain Mark Bowditch, Robins AFB, Ga.; 
Chaplain Mark Sedwick, Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas; Chaplain Christopher Sutton, Kingsville, 
Texas; Chaplain William Schneider, Lawton, 
Okla.; Chaplain Robert Kraft, South Korea.

Angie Schlenker (center), her daughter Samantha and other volunteers join the Rev. Cory Aker, 
pastor of Faith Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, SD., as they serve lunch at the Bishop Dudley 
Hospitality House homeless shelter in Sioux Falls. The meals are provided by a grant through the 
“Stand With Your Community” program, which was made possible by a partnership between the 
LCMS, Thrivent Financial and Lutheran Church Extension Fund.

Give thanks as you pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER — NOVEMBER 14–30  This month, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) gives thanks 
for God’s abundant grace we have received through Jesus Christ’s sacrificial death and resurrection. In all things we give 
thanks for His love and mercy.



 

A RAY OF HOPE FOR THE BEREAVED DURING THE 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS AND 
OTHER HOLIDAYS 

With the onset of Thanksgiving, Advent and then the Christmas Season, some of our families at Gloria Dei and in our 
communi es are experiencing grief.  Whether your loved one died recently or decades ago, Christmas brings forth 
powerful memories that will create or trigger your grief.  It is impera ve to understand and remember that grief is 
accumula ve.  We don’t experience a loss, move through predetermined emo onal stages and then emerge on the 
other side all healed.    We work through the stages, one day at a me, to a point in life where the pain of our loss is not 
as severe as it once was, nevertheless, it remains with us.  We share some 12 ways to face the 12 Days of Christmas and 
other special days. 

SET BOUNDARIES ON YOUR OWN EXPECTATIONS.   Planning for the holidays and deciding on prac cal ma ers may 
be overwhelming. Set priori es and limits on what to do and don’t do.  If it’s too much, ask others to help cook, 
decorate or shop for you. 

CHANGE A TRADITION EVEN IF JUST FOR THIS YEAR.  Have dinner somewhere else, make it a buffet. Change the 
loca on of the tree or leave it out completely. Go with the flow of your heart. 

BE FLEXIBLE...NOTHING IN WRITTEN IN STONE. Grief can cause unpredictable mood swings.....so communicate your 
need for an open door policy. 

HAVE FAMILY MEETING/CONFERENCE. Share feelings, needs and sugges ons. Listen to each other and create an 
atmosphere of mutual respect and understanding. 

LISTEN TO THE CHILDREN.  Include them in the planning and problem solving.  Out of the mouths of babes o en 
come wisdom that can help both adults and children. 

REMEMBER GIFTS COME IN MANY SHAPES, SIZES AND MAY NOT ALWAYS BE WRAPPED.   If you give gi s, share 
something that in some way connects the gi  to your loved one, their hobby or favorite color. If shopping is too 
stressful, use catalogs, gi  cer ficates or even special items that belonged to your loved one. 

TAKE TIME FOR REST, CREATE A DAY OF SELFCARE.  Grief, its stress combined with holiday madness can create undue 
anxiety and tension. Do something personal for you. 

HONOR YOUR EMOTIONAL LIFE.  To thine own self be true.  Take me to talk about your feelings, thoughts to a 
friend or family member.  Some mes a emp ng to be strong just is not necessary.  Make me for rituals and healing 
moments that permit access to your heart and spirit. 

DON’T BE AFRAID TO MENTION THE NAME OF YOUR LOVED ONE AND SHARE MEMORIES.  Honor your loved one, 
display photos, talk about favorite memories, light a candle of remembrance in their honor.  Le ng others know your 
comfort in talking about your loved one will help them open up as well. 

DO SOMETHING TOTALLY DIFFERENT.  If you need to get away to a new loca on or delete the holiday experience, do 
so and let go of any guilt.  We know that we cannot run away from our grief, but some mes we need a space and place 
far removed from the everyday reminders.  Give yourself permission to do what you feel like doing. 

It is our prayer that the foregoing informa on will help some of you.  Past par cipants in GriefShare have shared that 
indeed most of the concepts men oned have helped them lean into and grow through their grief journey. 

It is our prayer that each of you have a very Blessed Advent Season and a Christmas Season celebra ng the birth of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 In His Service, The GriefShare Team    Judy, Millicent, Linda, Marilyn and Marian 

GRIEFSHARE 
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Lutheran Women in Mission! 
“For the Lord is a Great God” Psalm 95: 3-6 was the theme for 
the FL-GA District Retreat at Jekyll Island, GA. What a 
beautiful location to have a retreat! Unfortunately Hurricane 
Irma caused some damage to the Villas by the Sea property, 
but we were still able to enjoy it none the less. Eden Keefe was 
our keynote speaker and she showed us how to focus on our 
prayer life while coloring, YES I said coloring! Eden told us 
that she had begun just reading her devotions and the Bible 
but not really focusing on them, so she began coloring. She 
uses pictures, like a flower and puts prayer requests and things she wants to pray for in each 
petal or around the flower and as she colors she prays for that person or thing. She also uses her 
Psalter to meditate on the Psalms. She suggested that we look at one Psalm a week and really 
read and study it. Our worship time together was also one of the best parts of the weekend! All 
those women and men singing and fellowshipping together! WOW! Our group from Gloria Dei 
certainly grew closer and we enjoyed just learning more about each other! 

On October 28 we hosted the Gold Coast Zone Rally here at Gloria Dei. 49 women 
and men joined us as we celebrated the Reformation. “A Mighty Fortress is our 
God” was our theme. Our gifts from the heart recipient was Amigos en Cristo and 
we welcomed Pastor Selle who came to tell us about how they started and what 
they are now doing. Our ladies were very generous in giving Amigos en Cristo over 
$700.00 in gift cards, money and infant clothes and diapers to help with their 
programs for the people of Immokalee, FL. Our special guest was our District 
LWML President Trish Aamoth from Athens, GA. She brought greetings from the 
LWML and reminded us about all the information and help that is on the LWML 

website! Pastor Poulos lead us in a communion service where we not only sang “A Mighty Fortress 
is our God” but also a new Reformation Hymn “Though All Our Life Is Like a Scroll”. We thank all 
the ladies from Gloria Dei for the wonderful breakfast and for making everyone welcomed! 

Here are some upcoming events! 

November: 19   Soup and Bake Sale 

December: 2 Christmas Brunch  

17 Christmas Cookie Sale 

Please keep collecting your mites and praying for our national and district mission 
grants. If you need a mite box please stop by the purple table in the hallway and pick 
one up!  

For more information on LWML please go to WWW.LWML.Org or 
 for the district website WWW.FLGALWML.com 



A Celebration of the Reformation 
at our Annual Assembly! 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord, Jesus Christ! 

The month of October was a very busy, but important 
month for all of us here in Spain. We had our annual 
Asamblea (Assembly), where many Spanish Lutherans met 
together for fellowship and worship. We had a wonderful 3 
days worshiping and studying the Word of God together. We 
had classes for the children, catechesis for the youth, as well 
as a Bible Study for the adults.   

With the 500th anniversary of the Reformation being 
celebrated, we taught the children about their Lutheran 
history. They were able to learn about how our church is 
connected across the world. There are Lutherans in many 
different places and we are connected by God’s Word and 
our faith in Him. The children also walked through the life of 
Martin Luther. It was fun to learn how the Lord used Martin 
Luther to ensure that the pure Gospel of Jesus is preached! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Cartagena, Spain 

Cartagena, the location of one 
of the three Lutheran 
congregations in Spain, was 
founded by the Carthaginians 
around 220 B.C. 

This ancient city was a major 
port city during the Roman 
Period, as it sits on natural 
harbor along the beautiful 
Mediterranean Coast. 

Today, you can still visit 
many Roman ruins, including 
a Roman Theatre from the 
1st-century B.C. 

During the Divine Service at the Asamblea 

SERVING THE LORD IN 

SPAIN 
NEWS FROM THE LEHMAN FAMILY 

The Roman Theatre in 
Cartagena, Spain 

 adam.lehman@lcmsintl.org 

www.lcms.org/lehman 

 In our June 2015 Gloria Dei Congregational meeting, we formally 
adopted the Rev. Adam Lehman family as our missionaries to Spain. 



How to Contact and 
Support Pastor 

Lehman 

Blog:   
www.staticadventures. 

wordpress.com 

Email:      
adam.lehman@lcmsintl.org 

Giving Page:    
www.lcms.org/lehman 

You may support our work 
with a tax-deductible gift on 

my Giving Page (listed 
above), or with a check 

payable to “The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod.” 

Be sure to include 
“Lehman-Spain” on the 
memo line, and send to: 

Mission Central 
40718 Highway E-16 

Mapleton, Iowa, 51034 

**************************** 
To have your name added or 
removed from the newsletter 
mailing list, simply send an 

email to 
adam.lehman@lcmsintl.org 
and include either “ADD” or 
“REMOVE” in the subject 

line. 
**************************** 

We thank our Lord for each of you, 
and we thank you for taking the 
time to read this newsletter. 

The peace of Christ be with you 
today and always! 

- The Lehman Family

The Dedication of a New Church 
and an Ordination! 

The month of November is also going to be a very busy time 
for the Lutheran Church in Spain. In the middle of the 
month, we have a dedication service for the new property in 
Seville. We, along with the Warners and the Spanish 
Lutheran pastor, have been working hard to make the 
property our new church home. We have been gathering in 
the new property every Sunday, but have been making 
changes each week in preparation for the dedication. Also, 
the same weekend as the dedication, the second Lutheran 
pastor in Spain will be ordained and installed. This is a 
joyous occasion here in Spain, and we couldn’t be happier to 
be a part of it! God has blessed this mission with wonderful 
and loving people who are hungry to hear Christ’s Word.   

A Group Photo from the 2017 Asamblea 
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 BIBLE STUDIES 

Please join the women of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League  

1st and 3rd Saturdays  
at 9 a.m.—11 a.m  

for Breakfast/Bible study 
We will meet in the chapel.  

All women are invited! 

Joyful Hearts  
Women’s Bible Study 
Meets on Wednesday  

9:30 a.m. 
in the chapel. 

Our study is A Man 
Named Martin Part 3: The 

Movement. 

All women are welcome! 

PASTOR POULOS LEADS THE FOLLOWING BIBLE STUDIES 

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. "Bible Foundations!"   
Why we believe what we believe! 

Wednesday evenings, 8 p.m. Ephesians: “God’s Eternal 
Plan Revealed” 

Monday Night Bible Study 
meets each Monday in the 
chapel at 7 p.m. 

They are studying Part 1 of A 
Man Named Martin: The Man. 

Everyone is welcome! 

For more information please 
contact Elaine Carstens 954-
587-8394

Men’s Breakfast and 
Bible Study   

Every Saturday 8 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall,  

Followed by Bible 
Study In Room 32 

Hot Breakfast $4.00   
For more info  

contact Bruce Caruso  
at 954-962-4186 

Luke's carefully written Gospel, compiled 
from both oral and written accounts, 
points to God's gracious salvation 
through His Son, Jesus Christ.  The 
peace that Christ has brought to the 
world enables us to break out in a liturgy 
of praise.  The salvation story did not 
end with Christ's ascension, however; 
Christ's Church is called to go to "all na-
tions"-men, women, children, the poor, 
the sick, and the disenfranchised-
proclaiming the victory found only in Je-
sus Christ.  Luke speaks to us about 

God's plan for bringing salvation to both 
Jew and Gentile; believers' unceasing 
joy upon hearing the Good News; the 
work of the Holy Spirit in Jesus' life and 
in our own; the enduring value and im-
portance of prayer. 

All men welcome! 
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YOUR COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE FOR NEWS, INFORMATION & 
TRUTH...Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken and  produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL. You 
can listen to what you want when you want at  www.issuesetc.org and 
on the new Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 

www.LutheranPublicRadio.org 

www.worldvieweverlasting.com 

www.whatdoesthismean.org 



7601 SW 39th St. 
Davie, Florida 33328 

954-475-0683

The owners of these businesses and 
professional services provide this monthly 

newsletter at no cost to Gloria Dei families. 

Please contact them and  
make use of their services or products. 




