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THE RITE OF ORDINATION
FOR SAM SESSA
It is with thanksgiving to God we
announce and welcome you to
attend the Ordination of our Gloria
Dei member, Sam Sessa. The Divine
Service and Ordination will
commence the morning of
June 3, 2018, at the 10:45 Divine
Service at Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church. Following the Ordination at
Gloria Dei, there will be a Fellowship
Luncheon in honor of Sam, his wife,
Leah, along with their children,
Benjamin and Charlotte.

Birthdays and
Anniversaries

Florida-Georgia District President Greg Walton has appointed the Rev. Dr.
Ken Larson of Lake Worth, FL, to administer the Rite of Ordination on his
behalf.

Lutheran Women
In Mission

Sam graduated from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, with his
Master of Divinity degree on May 18,
2018. The previous month, Sam received
the Divine Call to be Associate Pastor of

12

Stewardship

13

Bible Studies

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Fort Collins,
Colorado. The current plan is for Sam to
be Pastor of Redeemer's mission start
congregation in Greely, Colorado. The
Rite of Installation for Sam at RedeemerColorado will take place on June 10.
The Rite of Ordination is a special and
solemn occasion. We hope you will
make the special effort to be in
attendance at Gloria Dei on June 3.

THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The miracle of Pentecost is not merely a past historical event. The Spirit’s wondrous activity goes on in the Church today.
What is a Christian to do with Pentecost?
Traditionally, the Church has observed this day as one of the most important festivals of the year. But unlike Christmas
or Easter, Pentecost doesn’t have the cultural attachments that remind us of its signiﬁcance. There are no ornamented
trees, strings of lights, or wrapped presents to announce the season, no egg-ﬁlled baskets or Easter lilies to proclaim the
day. Without cultural traditions behind it, we may wonder how to celebrate Pentecost. Is it really as important as the
other days? Why do we observe Pentecost at all?
The Church celebrates the Festival of Pentecost as the fulﬁllment and conclusion of the Easter season. The
name Pentecost, meaning “the ﬁftieth day,” originally referred to the Jewish Festival of Weeks, the time of thanksgiving
for ﬁrst-fruits and the ingathering of the harvest (cf. Ex. 34:22). The Christian Church retained the name to mark the
completion of the 50-day period after Easter—and the ﬁrst in-gathering of believers into the Church.
On Pentecost, Christians commemorate the special outpouring of the Holy Spirit. We recall how a humble ﬁsherman,
ﬁlled with the Spirit, boldly proclaimed Jesus Christ cruciﬁed and risen from the dead. We give thanks that a multitude of
hearers repented and believed. Three thousand people, from all over the world, were baptized and received the gift of
the Spirit. Sent by God the Father, and by His Son, Jesus Christ, the Spirit came to continue the Father’s work on earth.
The Spirit’s activity continues today. That’s why the Christian celebration of Pentecost is such a joyful one—and so vital
for the Church to remember. Through the preaching of the Gospel and Baptism, the Holy Spirit calls and gathers
believers to Christ and His Church. This gracious work is ongoing; it is not yet completed in our lives. The Spirit works
among people of every nation and language—among all to whom the Church is sent to proclaim the Gospel. For this
reason, Christians pray for the continued outpouring of the Spirit and for the fulﬁllment of His sanctifying work.
The Promised Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit’s activity is creative and powerful. His working in this way has a history. In the Old Testament, the Spirit
was present at the creation of the world, hovering over the face of the waters (Gen. 1:2). The Spirit came in power upon
Israel’s judges and kings, equipping and strengthening them to accomplish great feats and victories for God and His
people (Judges 6:34; 14:6; 1 Sam. 16:13, 14). By the Spirit, the prophets became mouthpieces for the Lord, proclaiming both
judgment and deliverance (Ezek. 2:2–3; Micah 3:8).
In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit came upon Christ Himself, descending upon Him in the form of a dove at His
Baptism (Matt. 3:16). On the evening before His cruciﬁxion, Jesus promised His disciples that they would receive
the Paraclete, the Spirit of Truth. This Comforter and Helper would live with them and be in them forever (John 14:16ff.).
He would direct them in proclaiming Christ and His work of salvation for the world. After His resurrection, Jesus
commissioned His disciples, sending them out to “make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19–20
NIV).
Before His ascension into heaven, Jesus explained to the apostles that they, too, would be baptized with the Holy Spirit
(Acts 1:5). When the Spirit came upon them, He said, they would receive power, and they would be His “witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Jesus’ promise of sending the Holy Spirit
upon His followers was soon fulﬁlled in a marvelous and unprecedented way.
The Day of Pentecost
The apostles had gathered themselves in Jerusalem to wait and pray. They were a bedraggled group—an odd
assortment of unimpressive, unemployed out-of-towners. Suddenly, a sound like the rushing of a great wind ﬁlled the
whole house where they were staying. Tongues of ﬁre appeared on them. The Holy Spirit came upon them
in power and strength, ﬁlling each of them, and they all began to speak in other languages.
What an amazing scene! With the wind, audible but unseen, came the Spirit’s creative breath of life (cf. John 3:8). With
the many tongues of ﬁre was the one ﬁre of the Spirit’s presence—the presence that warms cold hearts and burns away
the deadness of doubt and unbelief. The miraculous ability to speak in different tongues equipped the apostles for
communicating with the visitors staying in Jerusalem for the Pentecost festival.
The strange events drew a crowd. The Spirit sent the apostles out preaching and witnessing—proclaiming the wonders of
God. The audience was bewildered by the message and the messengers. How could simple Galileans speak such
things? Some in the crowd scorned and ridiculed the apostles. Were they deluded? Drunk? But others were amazed at
what they heard, wondering what all this meant.
On Pentecost, the apostles were human instruments of the Holy Spirit. Ordinary people, ﬁlled with no ordinary Spirit, they
became extraordinary witnesses—courageous proclaimers of the Gospel. Under the Spirit’s guidance, Galilean
ﬁshermen, a former tax collector, and the others—ﬂawed instruments all—now announced the great saving work of God
in Jesus Christ. And impetuous Peter—the one who had denied Jesus, who had forsaken Him and hid in fear—stepped
forward as the bold spokesman of the Holy Spirit.
What did the Spirit accomplish on Pentecost? Through the apostles’ preaching and Baptism, He called and gathered
believers into the Church of Christ. He gave them the Christ-earned forgiveness of sins and salvation. He established
Christ’s kingdom, made manifest through the Gospel for all the world. As Luther proclaimed in his 1534 Pentecost
sermon: “Thus Christianity begins with the poor ﬁsherman, and with the despised work of God, which is called Christ,
hanging on the cross”
(WA 37.402).
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The Present Work of the Spirit
The miracle of Pentecost is not merely a past, historical event. The Spirit’s wondrous activity goes on in the Church today. To be sure, the
special manifestation and dynamic outpouring of the Spirit on the apostles at the ﬁrst Pentecost was a unique event in the history of the
Church. However, there are some important things for Christians to remember about our own Pentecost celebrations.
The conﬁdence of Christians in our world today easily can be shaken. We are bombarded with invitations to doubt the truthfulness of God
and His Word. False teachers may tempt us to cast aside our faith in favor of the claims of other “truths.” We have become accustomed to
new assaults on the person of Jesus Christ, His message, and His work. It may not surprise us that our beliefs are rejected and despised,
but our conﬁdence may soon weaken if we ﬁnd ourselves rejected and despised because of our faith.
In his recent bestselling book, The GOD Delusion, biologist Richard Dawkins attacks belief in God, asserting that religious faith—especially
the Christian faith—is not only utter foolishness but a threat to a stable and healthy society. He maintains that atheism and a rejection of
all religions could be a force for peace in the world. Keeping faith and hope becomes ever more difﬁcult as Christianity and Christians
become the object of ridicule, mockery, and even suspicion.
When we struggle with fear and doubt, the Holy Spirit invites us to pray for comfort and hope. The Spirit—our Helper—does not give us
over to discouragement, but strengthens us in our faith. He reminds us that Christ, our Savior from sin and death, holds us ﬁrmly in His
undying grip, and helps us hold ﬁrmly to Him. The Spirit does not give us over to uncertainty, but consoles us, conﬁrming in us the belief
that God’s Word is true and His promises sure. The Spirit gives us joy in the midst of grief, peace in the face of fear.
The Holy Spirit active in the apostles on Pentecost is the same Spirit who works in believers today. The dynamic Word proclaimed on
Pentecost—the Gospel of Jesus Christ, cruciﬁed and risen from the dead—is the same Word proclaimed among us today. The Spirit unites
believers through the bond of peace. As the apostle Paul testiﬁes, the Spirit calls us to one hope, the hope of the glorious salvation life of
Christ. Together with the apostles and the early Christians we have “one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is
over all and through all and in all” (Eph. 4:5). The Spirit works surely and certainly in the Church, and in the hearts and lives of individual
believers. Like the apostles on Pentecost, our courage and conﬁdence in witnessing and telling others about Christ lie in the power of the
Spirit and the Word.
The Holy Spirit has a history—a record—of working in the world through His means of grace and the forgiveness of sins. This history is
also a personal one for each of us, because the Spirit works intimately in our lives. In his explanation to the Third Article of the Creed,
Luther details the Spirit’s work, giving us a very personal confession of faith for Pentecost:
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him;
but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctiﬁed and kept
me in the true faith.
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctiﬁes the whole Christian Church on earth, and
keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.
Through the Gospel and the Sacraments, the Spirit nourishes, preserves, and increases the Church and its members. As believers in
Jesus, we too have received the gift of the Holy Spirit, and our Baptisms are wonderful reminders of the Spirit’s gracious activity of
regeneration.
The Church belongs to the Holy Spirit, and His work in it goes on unceasingly until the Last Day. He continues to proclaim the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, to create faith, and to administer the forgiveness of sins to believers across the globe. At the same time, He gathers new
people into His Church, using modern-day apostles as His instruments, sending them to all nations, baptizing and teaching.
Through the Holy Spirit, the Gospel is amazingly translatable, crossing languages, cultures, and ethnic borders. The Spirit speaks Arabic
and Zulu, Spanish and Mandarin, American Sign Language and Braille, and He proclaims the divine Good News in all of these human
languages. National divisions and prejudices are not barriers to the Spirit. He is no respecter of human boundaries. He is the Caller,
Gatherer, and Uniﬁer of God’s people in the Church.
Luther wrote a Pentecost hymn that may serve as a prayer to the Holy Spirit. In this beautiful hymn we pray for the Spirit to be active
among us, to strengthen our faith, and to comfort us as we walk in His service:
Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord,
with all Your graces now outpoured
On each believer’s mind and heart;
Your fervent love to them impart.
Lord, by the brightness of Your light
In holy faith Your Church unite;
From ev’ry land and ev’ry tongue
This to Your praise, O Lord, our God, be sung:
Alleluia, alleluia!

Come, holy Fire, comfort true,
Grant us the will Your work to do
And in Your servie to abide;
Let trials turn us not aside.
Lord, by Your pow’r prepare each heart,
And to our weakness strenght impart
That bravely here we may contend,
Through life and death to You, our Lord, ascend.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Come, holy Light, guide divine,
Now cause the Word of life to shine.
Teach us to know our God aright
And call Him Father with delight.
From ev’ry error keep us free;
Let non but Christ our master be
That we in living faith abide,
In Him, our Lord, with all our might conﬁde.
Alleluia, alleluia!
–“Come, Holy Gost, God and Lord” LSB 497
On Pentecost Christians rejoice in the gift of the Spirit to God’s people from all times and all places. We celebrate and, as on Christmas and Easter,
our Pentecost praises resound with joyful Alleluias to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
By Dr. Gerhard Bode

SEMINARIAN SPOTLIGHT
THE BLANKEN FAMILY
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We are rejoicing that Alex has been chosen to serve as a Vicar
at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Moline, Illinois! He is their
49th Vicar! We were able to meet Rev. Dr. Wilfred Karsten, who
will be Alex’s Supervising Pastor, along with his wife. They told
us about the church, the parsonage and how excited they
were to have us joining them for the year. Their current Vicar
will be leaving at the beginning of August, so we have plenty
of time to prepare to move.
There are a few funny coincidences about us receiving the
Vicarage in Moline, IL. First, this is the closest possible
Vicarage offered to Evelyn’s Godparents (Rev. Brian &
Jennette Heller), who reside in Walnut, IL. They kept telling us,
“You should go to Moline! Ask to go to Holy Cross in Moline!
We hope you’re near us!” Second, the wife of the Vicar there
now watched Evelyn last year and I gave her daughter violin
lessons, as well. Third, we are also closer to my Mom and her husband, Domingo. Rev. Dr. Gary
Zieroth, in charge of Vicarage Placement, had no idea of these coincidences but was glad we
were beaming with joy.
In the meantime, we have more wonderful news: we will be coming to Samuel Sessa’s Ordination
service on June 3rd!!! We are thrilled to be making another visit to see all of you and hope you can
be there as Sam is Ordained in the Holy Ministry. We are overjoyed for the Sessa family as they
move to Colorado and also for the Murphy family as Devin begins studies toward a PhD.
This week has left us on a tremendous high note as we learned of Alex’s Vicarage placement,
Sam’s Call, and the Ordination Service we’ll be able to attend. God has provided these
opportunities for us and we are looking forward to the near and distant future and all He has in
store for our family.
Thank you for your prayers, texts, phone calls, cards, and support! It was very sweet of you to
organize and attend the watch party for both seminaries! We cannot wait to come visit in one
month! God’s blessings and we’ll be seeing you very soon.

In Christ,
Alex, Annie & Evelyn Blanken

Please keep our seminarian families in your prayers:
*Sam, Leah, Ben and Charlotte Sessa, 9D Founders Way, St. Louis, MO 63105
*Devin, Melissa, Penny, Devin, Jr. and Jamie Murphy 15 Founders Way Unit B, St. Louis, MO 63105
*Alex, Annie and Evelyn Blanken, 2715 Northgate Blvd., Apt 6, Ft Wayne, IN 46835

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2018
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon

June 11th – 15th

Age 3 – Grade 5

Get ready for a wild ride! At Splash Canyon, the children will
look into the Bible, God’s Holy Word, and learn God’s promises
are YES, in JESUS! We will conﬁdently celebrate that our faithful
God is with us on life’s wild ride. God saves us through Jesus and
gives us life and hope every day and forever.
The Bible accounts of God’s promises include baby Moses in the
Nile River, God’s people crossing the Jordan River to enter the
Promised Land, God healing Naaman in the Jordan, God saving
Paul from the sea, and Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan River. In His
Baptism, life, death, and resurrection, Jesus kept God’s promise to
save us.
Each day we will spend time at the Wild River Opening, hear the Bible
story at the River Run Storytelling Site, and enjoy a delicious stop at
The Fireside Snack Site. Creativity will abound at the Sandbar Craft
Site, our minds will be working at the Plunge In Bible Challenge, and
we’ll run and play at the White Water Games Site.
We can hardly wait for the fun to begin! Mark your calendar and be
sure to invite your friends. The message of God’s promises fulﬁlled for
us through His Son, Jesus Christ, is too good to keep to ourselves!
Volunteers of all kinds are needed. Group leaders, decorators, snack helpers, craft
assistance, and registration people are just a few of the areas. If you’d like to help and be
in on the fun please contact Carol Jones at 954-663-5855 or call the ofﬁce at Gloria Dei.
Vacation Bible School is an outreach mission to the children of our community and we
will not be charging a fee. It takes approximately $25.00 to cover the cost of each
student registered for the week of VBS. Please help support this outreach with your
donations or perhaps consider sponsoring a child or two. Just place your donation in an
envelope marked VBS.
Thank you for your prayers and support as we prepare for
another VBS. After the craft glue dries, the decorations come
down, and the snacks are all eaten, the only thing that matters
about VBS is that the children leave here knowing their need for
a Savior and that Jesus Christ alone is that Savior. We will offer
that here at Gloria Dei. Be a part of it!

Early this month, one of our girls went up to Umatilla, FL and participated in the All Florida AHG
Camp. She enjoyed lots of fun activities – Geocaching, Artastic, Canoeing, and Tie-Dye. She also
played some get-to-know-you games and made some new friends. The activities were run by older
girls (Pioneers and Patriots) who went through training last year to prepare for this camp and for
teaching girls in their own troops. We had one of our Pioneers participate in this training and have
enjoyed seeing her take on some leadership/teaching roles within our troop.
Our troop was represented at the Honor Flight, along with two or three other AHG troops and
many, many other people. It was wonderful to see the veterans as they were led through the
airport, after a day of visiting memorials in Washington, D.C., many responding emotionally to the
music, cheering, smiles, and handshakes.
Our April Fourth Friday Fun was our last one for the year. We spent much of that time making Get
Well cards for a hospitalized sibling, who is doing much better now. We also played some fun
games, like shooting colored Q-tips into a bowl, stacking cups labeled with the names of each book
of the Bible in the right order, a Jello slurp competition, and a fast-paced and loud balloon game.
We had over 30 girls and family members participate in the Million Meal Pack at NOVA on the 29th
of April! After checking in and getting our t-shirts, we were corralled into table groups. They led us
downstairs to the ‘floor’ where we were given specific jobs – scooping
ingredients into bags, weighing the bags, sealing the bags…all while
listening to loud music and an enthusiastic DJ. Over a million meals
were packed that day for seniors in our area who struggle to feed
themselves. What a wonderful way to serve our community.

The last month of our AHG calendar year will end with a Mother’s Day Brunch and the Davie
Memorial Day Parade & Service. We’ll also have our Awards Ceremony and end-of-year party on
the 31st of May. We thank you all for your continued support of Troop 1483!!

Please spread the word about your troop. If anyone is interested in more informa on, they can contact Jim or Debbie
MacGregor at 785‐207‐3796 or send an email to ahg.ﬂ1483@gmail.com or email Darla Schulte at
darla_schulte@bellsouth.net.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

2
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study
10:30am-4pm Thrift
Shop Open
7pm-Divine Service
8pm-Bible Study

6

7

8

9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
8am-Divine Service
9:30am-Sunday School Shop Open
10:45am-Divine Service 7pm-Monday Night Bible

8am-Divine Service
9:30am-Sunday School
10:45am-Divine Service

14
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
Shop Open
6:30pm-School Board
7pm-Monday Night Bible
Study

Friday

Saturday

3

4

9

15

16

6:30pm-Church Council 9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study
10:30am-4pm Thrift
Shop Open
7pm-Divine Service
8pm-Bible Study

5
8am-Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study
9am LWML Breakfast &
Bible Study
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
Shop Open
1pm-GriefShare

5pm-American Heritage
Girls

10

11

9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study
10:30am-4pm Thrift
Shop Open
7pm-Divine Service
8pm-Bible Study

Study

13

Thursday

12
8am-Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
Shop Open
1pm-GriefShare

17

18

5pm-American Heritage 7pm-Gloria Dei
Girls
Academy Celebration
of the Arts

19
8am-Men’s Breakfast
& Bible Study
9am LWML Breakfast &
Bible Study
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
Shop Open

1pm-GriefShare

20
Blood Drive
8am-Divine Service
9:30am-Sunday School
10:45am-Divine Service

21

22

9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
Shop Open
7pm-Monday Night Bible
Study

27

28

8am-Divine Service
Memorial Day
9:30am-Sunday School 9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
10:45am-Divine Service Shop Open
7pm-Monday Night Bible
Study

23

24

9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study
10:30am-4pm Thrift
Shop Open
7pm-Divine Service
8pm-Bible Study

29

30
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study
10:30am-4pm Thrift
Shop Open
7pm-Divine Service
8pm-Bible Study

25
Last day of School
Kind.—7th Grade

31
7pm—VPK Graduation

26
8am-Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
Shop Open

BIRTHDAYS
May / June
Sam Croup
Marisella James
Briana Moe
Cheryl Smith
Carol Chaddock
Carol Jones
Huy Pham
*Jonah Lehman
Nick Babzien
Decker Lee
Steven Caruso
Christina Helmke
Marilyn Mills
Renay Roland
Lynne Donnelly
Dennis Adams
Benjamin Sessa
Alexander Cusumano

5/1
5/3
5/4
5/4
5/5
5/5
5/5
5/9
5/11
5/13
5/16
5/17
5/18
5/18
5/24
5/29
5/29
5/31

Amy Yost
Bonnie McMichael
Kathleen Cabral
Emta Helmke
Fritz Schmidt
Michael Schweiger
Alex Blanken
Judy Cummings
Abby MacGregor
Michelle Giansiracusa
Dennis Adams, Jr
Penny Murphy
Zoe Brehm
Connie Guzzi
Rachel Klockow
Annie Blanken
Marian Fowler
Edwin Biedermann

6/1
6/2
6/5
6/7
6/7
6/8
6/8
6/11
6/11
6/14
6/15
6/15
6/18
6/19
6/19
6/19
6/20
6/22

Quinn Stumpf
Carolyn Talpasz
Ruth Comottor
Bill Jones
Debbie MacGregor
Steven Wallice
Alene Padgett
Roger Schlie
Doris Gilchrist
Jill Viola

6/23
6/23
6/25
6/25
6/25
6/25
6/26
6/29
6/29
6/29

*Missionary Family

ANNIVERSARIES
May / June
Edgar and Elaine Carstens
*Rev. Adam and Christine Lehman
Chris and Jamie Coxe
Steven and Luanne Wallice
Kurt and Debra Larsen
Bob and Kathi Hauck
Robert and Kimberly Diehl
Vincent and Doris Wilson
Gary and Diana Paynter
Barry and Sharon Vonada

5/1
5/11
5/19
5/24
5/25
5/27
6/5
6/6
6/6
6/6

Todd and Briana Moe
Erik and Elle Skelton
Everett and Wendy Yost
Alex and Ann Blanken
Dennis and Janice Adams
Osvaldo and Ligia Estrada
*Missionary Family

6/6
6/12
6/14
6/21
6/25
6/26

MAY

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD

Pray For Us Calendar
LCMS MISSIONARIES ON HOME SERVICE — MAY 1–15
Every other year, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s (LCMS)
international missionaries spend approximately two months in the United
States on “home service.” During this time, they reconnect with the
individuals, congregations and groups who support their mission work. Home
service also gives them a period of rest and renewal and the chance to spend
time with their families.

Remember God’s work through
missionaries on home service as
you pray:

1.

for the LCMS missionary
families who will be on home
service in 2018. Ask the Lord
to keep them safe during
their travels.

2.

for God’s hand to guide and
bless the details and logistical
arrangements that are a necessary part of missionary home
service, such as transportation
and housing.

3. for missionary families
to be able to visit as many
congregations and other groups
as possible, while managing their
limited time in the United States.

4. for the Lord to guide
missionaries as they prepare
their presentations. Ask Him to
help them to share their stories
and ministry news with those
who have so faithfully supported
their ministry.
5. for missionary families. Pray
that God would give emotional,
physical and spiritual strength as
they travel, share with supporters
and meet new friends.
6.

for missionary children. Pray
that God would provide them
with the opportunity to know
that they are a vital part of their
family’s ministry.

7. that many congregations
all over the United States would

welcome missionaries into their
churches for mission presentations, Sunday school, children’s
messages, celebration luncheons,
Bible studies and other activities.

8.

that congregations and
other groups would experience
a revitalized interest in praying
for missionaries and supporting
their work, especially after
visiting with them face-to-face
and hearing about what God is
accomplishing through them.

9.

that as missionaries share their
experiences, the listeners would
consider serving as a missionary
themselves — in a short-term, longterm or career capacity.

10.

for the families of visiting
missionaries, that they would
enjoy their time together and
mutually encourage one another.

11. for God to comfort and
sustain the missionaries who are
not able to see family and friends in
the United States this year. May the

Holy Spirit comfort them with His
presence and assurance of God’s
calling to serve far from home.

12.

that missionaries would
have an easy transition back to
life in the United States — even
for a short time during home
service — with minimal effects of
reverse culture shock.

13.

that the Lord would raise
up supporters for missionaries
who are struggling to finding
the resources necessary for
their ministry.

14. with thanksgiving for the
many forms of support and the
joys the Lord provides to missionary families as they serve Him.
15. that the conversations
started during home service
would continue long after the
missionary has returned to the
mission field. Pray that through
ongoing communication,
missionaries and supporters
would encourage one another.
PHOTO: LCMS COMMUNICATIONS/ERIK M. LUNSFORD

MAY

Pray For Us Calendar

PARTNER CHURCHES — MAY 16–31
The LCMS has 38 partner churches around the world. A partner church is a
church body with which the LCMS has full altar and pulpit fellowship. Many
LCMS partner churches also are members of the International Lutheran
Council, a worldwide association of confessional Lutheran church bodies.
Some LCMS partner churches came into existence through LCMS-supported
mission efforts, while others have historic roots that pre-date the LCMS or
that are sourced in the mission efforts of other Lutheran church bodies.

Remember God’s work in His
Church as you pray:

16.

for all LCMS partner
churches, some of which only
have a handful of congregations.
Pray that they would never feel
alone in their service to Christ
and His Church.

17.

for LCMS partner churches
in Latin America and the
Caribbean. Pray that God’s
Word would continue to spread
throughout these countries to
bring the Body of Christ together
in fellowship and to be witnesses
to His love.

18.

for LCMS partner churches
in Africa. Pray that God would
strengthen Lutheran Christians
in this region to carry out their
work for His name’s sake.

19.

for LCMS partner churches
in Asia, that God would guide and
strengthen Lutheran Christians

in this region, especially in areas
where it is difficult or dangerous
to do His work.

20.

for LCMS partner churches
in Eurasia. Pray that God would
continue to use His Word as a
light to those in darkness and
as a stronghold for the life of
His Church.

21.

with thanksgiving for all the
missionaries who serve partner
churches, that they would remain
faithful in their tasks and be
witnesses to the Gospel through
acts of mercy.

22. for those who serve in
leadership positions in LCMS
partner churches around the
world, as they guide, nurture and
shepherd their people.

24.

that God would continue
to raise up faithful servants for
His Church in locations around
the world.

25. for the Lutheran church
bodies around the world
interested in fellowship with
the LCMS. Pray that God would
guide the consideration process
according to His will.
26.

in thanksgiving for those
who pray continually for those
who serve where spreading God’s
Word is difficult or dangerous.

to the refugees in their midst.
Pray for safety for both the
church workers and the refugees.

29. for all projects currently
going on in LCMS partner church
bodies, that each one would have
the volunteers and resources
necessary to carry out the work
of the church as it shows mercy
and provides physical and
spiritual care for people around
the world.

27.

30. for safe travel between
and within countries in each
world region. Pray that pastors,
missionaries, medical teams and
all who travel to assist partner
churches would be kept safe and
healthy, that the Gospel might
be proclaimed to the far corners
of creation.

28.

31. for all those still living in
darkness, that the Gospel will be
their light and life.

for Lutheran churches
around the world that are
dealing with strife between their
members. Pray that the Lord
would guide them to a peaceful
resolution that would strengthen
their witness to the community.

for the Lutheran churches
in Eurasia as they seek to minister

23.

for the laypeople of LCMS
partner churches around the
world, that they would be fulfilled
by God’s Word and Sacraments.

Congregations and individuals are invited to copy these
pages for newsletters or other distribution. Download at
lcms.org/prayforus or call 888-843-5267 to request a copy.
PHOTO: LCMS COMMUNICATIONS/ERIK M. LUNSFORD

Lutheran Women in Mission

In the Mustard Seeds that are received by email each day one caught
my eye recently, “How, Lord…can I adjust my life to Your Word?” This
devotion is based on Psalm 119: 105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light for my path.”
The authors of this devotion point out that God did
not create us and then leave us on our own to figure
out how to get through life. The Bible really is a book
of instructions from the first page to the last. God
wants us to depend on Him. He gave us His Holy
Spirit to lead us into understanding the Bible so we can apply its
message to our lives…the Holy Scriptures… have the power to give
you wisdom so that you can be saved through faith in Christ Jesus.
I encourage you to study God’s word often. Devotions like Mustard
Seeds from LWML are great as well as Bible study with your sisters in
Christ. Please consider being a part of a Bible Study, we have 2 that
meet that are just for women! Every Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. Joyful
Hearts meet in the chapel and the 1st and 3rd Saturday of every month
we have a Breakfast/Bible study in the chapel. All women are welcome!
You don’t receive the Mustard Seeds daily devotions? No problem! Go
to www.lwml.org and sign up! You will be blessed by these devotions!

Keep collecting those mites! Our YTD total is
$313.00! If you need a mite box please pick one up at
the purple table!

For more information on LWML please go to www.lwml.org or
www.flgalwml.com

WORD ON STEWARDSHIP
St. Paul teaches, “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who
teaches” (Galatians 6:6).
And again, he says, “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food
from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacriﬁcial offerings? In the same way, the
Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1
Corinthians 9:13–14).
In other words, ministers of the gospel are supported by the offerings of those who are served by them.
And this is how the Church lives even now. It is standard practice.
But this deserves closer examination. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are
to give. And it does so with four little words: “In the same way …”
St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacriﬁcial giving of
individual members on the example of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites with their
offerings and sacriﬁces.
We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did the Old Testament people support
the Levites?
Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the ﬁeld year by year.
And before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall
eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the ﬁrstborn of your herd and ﬂock, that you
may learn to fear the Lord your God always” (Deuteronomy 14:22–23).
The Levites were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was harvested.
Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the New
Testament Gospel ministry “in the same way?”
If it does, ask yourself: is the Church’s job in the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in
the Old Testament? Back then there was one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located
in one nation among the descendants of Abraham.
Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations (Matt. 28). And there are churches and ministries all
around the world. How could we support this new Gospel ministry with anything less than the Israelites
supported the Old Testament ministry?
Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in the Old Testament. We
have received the fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His salvation, the fulﬁllment of everything
that God promised to do.
For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in the ﬂesh, who took upon himself our sins and in
exchange gave us his righteousness. The Father claimed us as his own in Holy Baptism.
He gathers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast on the ﬁrst fruits of the resurrection,
the risen and living body and blood of his Son, our Lord, Jesus. He reminds us that we are His, that all
things are ours because we belong to Him. He blesses us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.
In the same way, and in response to his fatherly divine goodness and mercy, we gladly give to those
who proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness and into his marvelous light.”
For once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we had not received mercy, but
now we have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–10).

LCMS Stewardship Ministry
http://www.lcms.org/stewardship-ministry

BIBLE STUDIES

Monday Night
Bible Study
meets each
Monday in the
chapel at 7 p.m.

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study Every Saturday
8 a.m.in the Fellowship Hall, followed by Bible
Study In Room 32 Hot Breakfast $4.00
For more information contact Bruce Caruso
at 954-962-4186
Join the Men’s Bible Study as they look at “God’s
Word for Today 2 Corinthians: God’s Sufficient
Grace” Through Paul's suffering, foolishness, and
weakness, he imparts divine power, wisdom, and
strength to the congregation. He encourages their
gracious giving, and warns them against superapostles, who would lead them away from Christ.
In 2 Corinthians we will learn more about: the reasons for Paul's delayed visit to Corinth; the wondrous glory of the new covenant; the apostolic
ministry of reconciling sinners to a gracious God;
how God's power is perfected in our weakness.

All Sisters-in-Christ… Joyful
Hearts Bible Study group
invites you to join us each
Wednesday morning at
9:30 a.m.
in the chapel as we learn of
the blessings we have
through
“Ruth—Your God will
be my God ”

They are
studying:
“God’s Word for
Today: Genesis Rooted in
Relationship”
Everyone is welcome!
For more information please
contact Elaine Carstens 954587-8394

Women of Gloria Dei!
On the ﬁrst and third Saturday of
each month please join us in the
chapel for breakfast and Bible
study starting at 9:00 a.m. What a
great way to start your weekend,
with fellowship, great food and
God’s word!

PASTOR POULOS LEADS THE FOLLOWING BIBLE STUDIES
Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. "Bible Foundations!"
Why we believe what we believe!
Wednesday evening bible study 8:00 p.m.
13

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE FOR NEWS, INFORMATION &
TRUTH...Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd
Wilken and produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL. You
can listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.org and
on the new Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.

www.LutheranPublicRadio.org

www.whatdoesthismean.org
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The owners of these businesses and
professional services provide this monthly
newsletter at no cost to Gloria Dei families.
Please contact them and
make use of their services or products.

7601 SW 39th St.
Davie, Florida 33328
954-475-0683

