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THE EASTER SEASON… 
CHRIST IS RISEN, INDEED! 

How can any Christian deny the 
resurrection of Jesus? Yet, some people 
who call themselves Christian actually 
do deny that His heavenly Father raised 
Christ from the dead on Easter Sunday. 
They are driven to this by an experiential 
argument, "who has ever seen anyone 
raised from the dead?" thinking that this 
question settles the issue once and for 
all. If Jesus died on the cross, He 
certainly could not have risen from the 
dead. "The dead don't rise from the 
dead. Otherwise they would not be 
dead."  

This is a clash of human reason and 
divine grace. Reason will not consider 

anything beyond its own experience and opinion. It presumes that God 
cannot possibly have meant what He said whenever Scripture does 
not square with the imperious dictates of reason. Here the handy-
dandy spiritualization comes out of the religious tool kit to reduce the 
bodily resurrection of Christ to a spiritual resurrection symbolic of the 
ultimate triumph of humanity over the plague of death. The danger of 
the handy-dandy spiritualization is that it sounds plausible. No one 
wants to appear to be opposing the spirit.  

This is a common weapon of the devil. If he cannot get the Christians 
to give up the resurrection in express terms, then he simply reinterprets 
it to see if they will go for the reinterpretation. The spiritualistic 
reinterpretation is the most common, perhaps because we fall for it so 
easily. It happens in the interpretation of the presence of Christ's body 
and blood in the Lord's Supper. When we struggle to rationalize how 
Christ's body could be under that bread, we haul out the spiritualized 
explanation.  

Continued on next page 

Jesus with Disciples on the  
road to Emmaus 



 

 

And so although the devil has not been able to get Christians to get rid of the holy sacrament or 
the resurrection of Jesus, he has reinterpreted them to a much lesser significance. It is a kind of 
theological plea bargain with God. "No, I don't believe in the real presence but I will plead down 
to some kind of lesser spiritual presence instead. The resurrection of the flesh? Well, no, no 
rational person would confess faith in such a hair-brained thing. How about a little bit of spiritual 
resurrection instead?" This kind of spiritual plea bargain with God ultimately dumbs down the 
whole Christian faith to a hyper-spiritual and un-real symbolical religiosity that differs little from 
ancient (or modern) Gnosticism, which attempt to hijack Christianity for its own empty spirituality. 
I don't have to take Christianity and its specific articles of faith seriously if they are all 
symbolical of something else. Such Gnostic, airy-fairy spirituality is worthy only of Hans 
Christian Anderson or Aesop. 

The Bible's radical claim is that we have a God who does far more than reason or the five 
senses could ever comprehend or imagine. We should be boggled by the graciousness of God 
that He was willing to take human nature of Mary, that He was crucified, died, buried, and rose 
again from the dead, as we confess in our holy Creed. This is also true of our own persons, 
though we die yet shall we live (Jn 11:25). I see experience, feel, and know nothing but my 
decrepitude and decline. God sees, knows, and says something so different from what we see or 
experience. How great it is that we have a God who says differently from our experience. 

 

Rev. Dr. Scott R. Murray 
Second Vice-President, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Continued from 
previous page 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

  

I consider my service as President at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church and Academy to be a privilege and 
honor.  At this point in my life, due to a massive stroke in October of 2016, I find it impossible to continue in 
this position. 

No doubt in my mind that our True and Loving God will provide our congregation with a good and honest 
man, worthy of the Presidency.  My prayer for the congregation is that you will continue in your missions and 
good works, all the while praising and giving thanks to Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord for His unending 
love, as we continue to tell the Good News of Christ to everyone! 

  

In His Name and for His people, 

  

Decker Lee 
President 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church and Academy 
 

(Vice-President Willis Devier will assume responsibilities as President, serving the remainder of Decker Lee's term  
until the June 2018 congregational meeting.)  

A LETTER FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL PRESIDENT 



 

 PHOTO ESSAY: ONE FOUNDATION 
Story by Jana Inglehart, photos by Erik M. Lunsford 

A new addition to a multi-use building in Santiago, Dominican 
Republic, will now house a regional disaster-response/mercy 
center, while providing space for a growing Lutheran seminary. 
The addition is scheduled to open its doors this August. 

Since the LCMS officially began work in the Dominican Republic in 
2004, ministry has blossomed as churches, schools and a group 
home for children with developmental disabilities were started. 
Disaster-response work is a frequent and ongoing reality across 
the disaster-prone region of Latin America. 

The addition is built on top of an existing church and school 
building. The new space will add dormitory rooms for temporary 
housing of disaster responders and victims as well as for seminarians. 

There are several classrooms and offices. Also new is a conference space for regional gatherings and a modern 
library which, when completed, will be on track to become the largest Spanish Lutheran theological library in the 
world. 

The Rev. Ted Krey, regional director for the Synod’s Latin America and the Caribbean Region, said the addition 
will help church leaders streamline and coordinate disaster response in the region, serving as a regional mercy 
center. 

“The center will be a blessing and a force for mercy,” Krey said. 

The new addition was funded in part by a generous grant from the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. 

 

Jana Inglehart (jana.inglehart@lcmsintl.org) is a communication specialist for the Latin America and Caribbean 
Region with the LCMS Office of International Mission. Erik M. Lunsford (erik.lunsford@lcms.org) is managing 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The viewing and funeral service for Norm Sitter will take 
place at Gloria Dei on Saturday morning , May 20. 

Viewing: 10 a.m. 
Funeral:  11 a.m. 

Fellowship meal in the Fellowship Hall  
after the Funeral Service. 

FIRST COMMUNION 

During our Vigil of Easter, April 15, we 
celebrated the Rite of First Holy 

Communion for five baptized members of 
Gloria Dei. Receiving the Sacrament of 

the Altar for the first time were: 

Front Row: Keah Persephone Wright, 
Ronald Gabriel William Reitsma, 

Christina Anne Schulte. 

Middle Row: Frederick James Fisler, III, 
and Ryan Consalvo Grillo. 

Back Row: Pastor Poulos  



 

 

April has been a month spent wrapping up some badge requirements in an cipa on of the Awards Ceremony on 
May 18th.  The Tenderhearts made a 30 second video of what they have enjoyed most about AHG for their 
Cinematography badge; the Explorers are finishing up Photography and Pet Care; and the Pioneers are enjoying exploring 
some new Crea ve Cra s, like string art.   

Our two newest Tenderhearts have completed the requirements for the Joining Award, having learned about the 
history of AHG; the oath, creed, and mission statement; how to display, present, handle, carry, and fold the U.S. flag; and 
how important it is to always have a buddy. 

Service is an important part of American Heritage Girls and we have worked hard to provide opportuni es for the 
group to serve in the community.  We have enjoyed packing bags for Blessings in a Backpack once every month at the 
beginning of our mee ng me ‐ quite a rou ne has developed and the job is done quickly with all hands at work.  We had 
a great me helping with the Miami Dolphins’ Million Meal Pack on April 30th.   Nine of our girls and lots of family 
members par cipated in packing thousands of meals over the course of an hour for elderly people in South Florida who 
do not have enough to eat. 

We are currently making plans to par cipate in the Memorial Day Parade on May 29th and will a end the Service 
following the parade.   

Our first year has been a great one.  We started with 13 girls and finished with 16.  We have worked to meet the 
goal of AHG’s Mission: “Building women of integrity through service to God, family, community, and country.”  We have 
explored badges from all six Fron ers: Heritage, Family Living, Arts, Outdoor Skills, Personal Well‐Being, and Science & 
Technology.  We learned how to work together within age groups as well as with older or younger girls.  Many, many 
thanks to Gloria Dei for your support and for accep ng us as part of the family! 

Take a look at our bulle n board in the hallway just before you reach the women’s bathroom.  You will find 

informa on about American Heritage Girls as well as informa on specific to our Troop.  You are invited to take the 

bookmarks and informa on slips to share with families who have daughters you think might be interested in the program. 

Please spread the word about your troop.  If anyone is interested in more informa on, they can contact Jim or Debbie 
MacGregor at 785‐207‐3796 or send an email to ahg.fl1483@gmail.com or email Darla Schulte at 
darla_schulte@bellsouth.net. 

American Heritage Girls "Mothers' Day" celebra on at Gloria Dei, May 13, with some of our member families:  

Darla (holding Arianna),  
Chris na & Jason Schulte 

Debbie & Abigail MacGregor 



 SEMINARIAN SPOTLIGHT: 
THE BLANKEN FAMILY 

Please keep our seminarian families in your prayers: 

Sam, Leah, Ben and Charlotte Sessa, 10970 Roxbury Plaza, Apt 322, Omaha, NE 68137  

Devin, Melissa, Penny and Devin, Jr. Murphy 909 13th St. N, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 

Alex and Annie Blanken, 5609 Old Dover Blvd., Apt 6, Ft Wayne, IN 46835 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Gloria Dei, 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

We are looking forward to when we will visit you soon! 
God knows that we need a break from everything here 
in Ft. Wayne.  

These next few weeks of school are quite busy, but we 
know that the quarter break is coming. I’m currently 
developing a premarital instruction packet, writing a 
paper on original sin (regarding the Smalcald Articles), 
and writing a paper on divorce and children. Besides 
these, I am also preparing for my final exams.  

Evelyn is now five months old and is beginning to 
develop more motor skills. She has begun to make 
raspberries and also is starting to grab on to objects 
when she sees them. This last Sunday, she tried to take 
the communion chalice from Rev. Wiley! She is certainly 
a source of joy and laughter right now!  

Annie is doing well and she is looking forward to the end of 
the school year, as am I. We are looking forward to spending 
more time together after this quarter and throughout the 
upcoming summer.  

Besides these, things are normal right now. I wish I had more 
outstanding news, but I can’t think of anything else as I am 
writing this. I’m looking forward to seeing you all soon this 
upcoming Memorial Day weekend. I’m sure that when I see 
you, I will have much more to tell you and much to hear from 
you! It feels like it has been ages since we have been in 
Florida. We miss you all so much. 

With the love of Christ, 

Alex 

alexander.blanken@ctsfw.edu 



 SEMINARIAN SPOTLIGHT: 
THE SESSA FAMILY 

Dear Gloria Dei Family, 

How are you doing? I can't wait to ask you that in person. 
As I write this, I'm only 56 days, 9 hours and 12 minutes 
away from the end of vicarage. Once vicarage is over we 
are going straight back to St. Louis. After a week of un-
packing we will start the Incredible Sessa Family Road 
Trip. Our first stop is Ft. Wayne, Indiana to see Alex and 
Annie and meet baby Evelyn. I'm excited to tour Concor-
dia Theological Seminary. Then on to visit Leah’s sister 
and a few friends as we make our way back to the prom-
ised land of Florida. A few days in Jacksonville Beach to 
visit the Murphy’s and then south Florida. I can't effectively communicate how excited we are to 
see all of you once again. I am salivating for Tom Jenkin’s in Ft. Lauderdale and Leah’s favorite 
Mexican joints, Carlos & Pepe’s and Tijuana Taxi Co. 

The kids are doing well. As you can see in the picture, Charlotte is learning 
to express herself. Ben is thriving at preschool and they both can't wait to 
see their good friends in St. Louis and Jacksonville Beach. 

Here at King of Kings, I've introduced a new feature to the Saturday night 
service. It's descriptively called, “Text Your Questions.” The parishioners 
can text a question in and at the end of the sermon one question will be 
answered. On Monday, I'll answer every question asked through a Face-
book post. It's only been two weeks and it's going great. 

Let me share two really cool stories. On the Saturday before Easter, when you would typically 
have an Easter Vigil service, we did a baptismal remembrance service. It featured two homilies 
on baptism, the first being Romans 6 and the second being 1 Peter 3. In between we remem-
bered our baptism and it was a beautiful moment as we lived in the shadow of the crucifixion 
and the light of the resurrection. After the service, a man who had started coming since the first 
of the year asked to be baptized. He had gone to a Catholic Church for over forty years but 
somehow he was never baptized. Yesterday, I am pleased to share with you, he was baptized. 
It’s a privilege to see the Word of God transform a heart and for someone to desire the promis-
es that God makes to us in baptism. 

The second story is a woman I met today in the new member class I 
was teaching. She was sharing with me some of her struggles while 
raising a foster son. She earnestly desires to adopt the boy and have 
him baptized, but she is not allowed to baptize him until he is legally 
her child. You can imagine the roller coaster of emotions that she is on. 
The state wants the boy to be with his biological family and yet she is 
the one who wants to raise him. We talked about baptism and when it 
happens for this three year old, it will mark a great transition. A transi-
tion from a former life to a new, from an old family to a new family. And 
for the mother, the full adoption of this small child. In much the same 
way, God will fully adopt him as He has fully adopted you. 

So in your prayers this month, keep this mother and her foster son on your list. Pray that we will 
have a smooth move to St. Louis and protection in our travels. And the Our Father will continu-
ally provide for us while Leah and I are not working this summer. And also pray that the Lord of 
the Harvest will raise up laborers to work and spread the Gospel. 

We love you and look forward to seeing you soon, 

The Sessa Family  



 SEMINARIAN SPOTLIGHT: 
THE MURPHY FAMILY 

Greetings Gloria Dei Family, 

We often think of you so fondly as we spend our days in the 
same state again up in Jacksonville Beach. We're so humbled 
by the labor of love that goes into sending a man to be formed 
for ministry. Our Lord treasures the kind of love that expects 
nothing in return but gives freely for the good of others. Truly 
this is the case with a seminarian, who must eventually leave 
the very congregation that birthed him and serve another 
church. You have done this before, and you have boldly taken 
it upon yourselves to support no less than three seminarians at 
once in recent history. All of this is testimony to the high value 
you place on the gospel of Jesus Christ, and the mission to 
spread it in this world through the development of pastors. 

We are so tremendously blessed to be expecting another won-
derful child in our family, a baby boy this upcoming July. As 
with our others, we know they will bring such gifts and wonder 
to our growing family. We are a little nervous to move back to the seminary with such a small 
child, but we are truly glad we will have another little gift in our midst. 

Family of God, please pray for us. Your prayers are heard by our Father, and gratefully re-
ceived by us. Your prayers to God are the best gift you could ever give us, and we are comfort-
ed and encouraged to know you present our needs before our Lord.  We have much transition 
ahead of us on our journey back to the St. Louis seminary, and another year of theological edu-
cation and formation. These experiences will try us as a family, but we take courage knowing 
you are behind us and standing firm in prayer for us. God bless you in your continued work to-
gether. May he ever increase your love and knowledge of Jesus the Christ.  

-The Murphy Family

The Blessings in a Backpack ministry 
will complete another year at the end of 
May. Your donations have enabled us to 
feed approximately 120 children each 
week at Davie Elementary. We could not 
do this without our volunteers. Fro those 
of you who shop, pack and deliver – 
Thank You! For our American Heritage 

Firls who faithfully pack for us once a month – Thank You! For all of you who have sup-
ported us with donations – Thank You! And a special thanks to the West Broward Quilt-
ers Guild, whose quilt raffle raised $1,500.00 for this ministry! The children of Davie Ele-
mentary are able to be nourished through all of your gifts, and we hope you will contin-
ued to support this ministry in the years to come.  

On behalf of Blessings in a Backpack, 

JoAnn Schweiger 
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“It is more blessed to give than to receive,” said St. Paul, quoting our Lord (Acts 20:35). How can this 
be?  

 

Jesus and His disciples withdrew to a mountain by the shore of the Sea of Galilee. The crowds 
followed them, for the Lord had just showered upon them the gift of His teaching, the gift of His Word. 
But the day was waning; the sun was setting, and it was getting late. Looking upon the crowds, Jesus 
had compassion on them and asked, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may 
eat” (John 6:5)? Philip said that two hundred denarii (a day’s wages for two hundred men) could not 
buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.  

 

But Andrew, Peter’s brother, brought a young boy forward, who had five barley loaves and two small 
fish. “But,” Andrew asked, “what are they for so many” (John 6:9). Jesus replied, “Have the people sit 
down” (John 6:10).  

 

Then Jesus, the Son of God, gave them a second gift, a gift from what only He could give—a gift from 
above. He took the bread and the fish, gave thanks, blessed them, and distributed them to the crowd. 
Then came the miracle. As these five loaves and two fish were given out, they multiplied. He fed the 
hungry crowd until they were all full. And twelve baskets full were left over. 

 

But Jesus was not the only one who gave that day. There is one person who also gave from what he 
had. It was the boy with the five loaves and the two fish. All the others, including the boy, received the 
gift of a miraculous feast. And they would look back on it with wonder. But the boy, when he would 
look back on it, would look back and remember not just what he received. He would look back with 
wonder and delight when the Son of God made his gift into something miraculous. For it is more 
blessed to give than to receive.  

 

This our Lord does for each of us. He presses our gifts, no matter how big or how small, into His service 
and works wonders with them. He provides through what we give: water for baptism, bread and wine 
for the Lord’s Supper, a man called and sent for the preaching of the Gospel and Absolution. He 
provides a building in which we can gather as His children, lights so that we might not gather in 
darkness. He provides funds for the care of the poor and struggling, for missionaries who preach and 
teach beyond our borders. He makes Christians, disciples of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ in our 
midst by bringing them to faith and nurturing them in that faith. He takes our gifts and turns them into 
something miraculous.  

 

Indeed, it is more blessed to give than to receive. Thus we give. We give of what we have. And the 
Lord works His wonders.  

 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
http://www.lcms.org/stewardship-ministry 

WORD ON STEWARDSHIP 
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Grief’s indiscriminate nature makes a support group like GriefShare that much more 
valuable, tying   people of all different walks of life with a common issues:  their loved 
one…parent, spouse, sibling, friend, co-worker, etc. has died.             

And together, they grow.  At the beginning of the GriefShare cycle, many people are 
focused on themselves, asking questions like, “Why me?” and “How do I go on?”  By the 
6th     or 7th    session, the facilitators   see smiles and observe that some of the 
participants readily share their emotions and experiences with the group. They become 
more “open”. They come in earlier to mingle with each other.   They become less self-
focused.  They look to the well-being of others.  They become more connected to the 
people around them.  They jot down in their study guide, points from the DVD seminar…
information they want to retain in their minds.  They faithfully do their 5 self-studies and 
readily share their individual thoughts, realizing that GriefShare is their “safe place” as 
everything shared is confidential. 

One of the facilitators on our online Leadership Forum shared that she remembered one 
particular participant who lost her husband of many years.  “You could just see, the 
devastation was great,” she recalled.  But the participant faithfully attended each 
meeting, slowing working through the issues.  By the end of the 13 weeks, the facilitator 
saw a “little” progress.  After all, grief takes time.  The participant attended a second 
cycle and she learned more the second time around, because she was so deep in grief 
the first 13 weeks.  “By the end of the second cycle, she was doing tremendous” shared 
the facilitator. 

Our GS Team hopes people struggling with grief know that there are options for help, and 
that they are not alone.  We are reminded many, many times in Scripture that we are not 
alone; Our Triune God walks with us; He calls us to Himself for comfort, peace and 
direction.   

Grief can throw people into a deep pool of sorrow but through GriefShare, the grieving 
have a better chance of not just treading water, but swimming through life again…..but 
with a mindset of a “new normal”. Yes, they listen, they learn, they change, they adapt 
and become more intimate with their Creator, Savior and Comforter, seeking Him first in 
all they think, say and do. 

As we come to a close this month with Group 27, we thank our Prayer Support Team for 
their prayer support in behalf of this ministry and for praying the individual prayer 
requests from our participants.  

We seek your assistance as well.  If you have gone through the experience of a death 
loss, have experienced a healthy grief journey and are wondering how you participate as 
a facilitator or prayer partner in this ministry, please talk to one of us.  Your experience in 
the death of a loved one can bring help, compassion and comfort to someone in our 
church or our community.  Please pray about this request and how YOU can participate.  
You will be blessed indeed!!!! 

In His Service,   the GriefShare Team 

     (Judy Herman, Millicent Patterson, Linda Malone, and Marian Fowler) 

GRIEFSHARE 



 

 

May 2017  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

2 3  
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8pm-Christianity 102 

4  
5pm-American Heritage 
Girls 

5 
 
 

6 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9am LWML Rally at Shep-
herd of the Coast 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
1pm-GriefShare 

7 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 
 

8 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

9 
10:30am-Prayer Shawl 

10 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8pm-Christianity 102 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9am-AHG Mother’s Day 
Brunch 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
1pm-GriefShare 

14 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 
 

15 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
6:30pm-School Board  
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

16 
6:30pm-Church Council 

17 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8pm-Christianity 102 

18 
5pm-American Heritage 
Girls 

19 
7pm-Celebrate the Arts 

20 
8am-Men’s Breakfast  
& Bible Study 
9am LWML Breakfast  
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
1pm-GriefShare 

21 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 
 

22 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

23 
 
 

24 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8pm-Christianity 102 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 

28 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

29 
Memorial Day 
Campus Closed 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

30 
 

31 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8pm-Christianity 102 

   



 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
May / June 2017 

Sam Croup 5/1 

Marisella James 5/3 

Cheryl Smith 5/4 

Carol Chaddock 5/5 

Carol Jones 5/5 

Huy Pham 5/5 

*Jonah Lehman 5/9 

Nick Babzien 5/11 

Decker Lee 5/13 

Steven Caruso 5/16 

Marilyn Mills 5/18 

Raymond Shore 5/20 

Lynne Donnelly 5/24 

Karolina Heller 5/28 

Dennis Adams 5/29 

Benjamin Sessa 5/29 

Thomas Heckman 5/30 

Alexander Cusumano 5/31 

Amy Yost 6/1 

James LeGette 6/2 

Bonnie McMichael 6/2 

Kristie Singley 6/3 

Leslie Sponder 6/4 

Kathleen Cabral 6/5 

Emta Helmke 6/7 

Fritz Schmidt 6/7 

Michael Schweiger 6/8 

Alex Blanken 6/8 

Judy Cummings 6/11 

Abby MacGregor 6/11 

Michelle Giansiracusa 6/14 

Dennis Adams, Jr 6/15 

Penny Murphy 6/15 

Zoe Brehm 6/18 

Connie Guzzi 6/19 

Rachel Klockow 6/19 

Annie Blanken 6/19 

Marian Fowler 6/20 

Edwin Biedermann 6/22 

Quinn Stumpf 6/23 

Carolyn Talpasz 6/23 

Ruth Comottor 6/25 

Bill Jones 6/25 

Debbie MacGregor 6/25 

Steven Wallice 6/25 

Alene Padgett 6/26 

Roger Schlie 6/29 

Doris Gilchrist 6/29 

Jill Viola 6/29 

 

 

*Missionary Family  

ANNIVERSARIES 
May / June 2017 

Edgar and Elaine Carstens 5/1 

Raymond and Maria Shore 5/7 

*Rev. Adam and Christine Lehman     5/11 

Chris and Jamie Coxe 5/19 

Steven and Luanne Wallice 5/24 

Kurt and Debra Larsen 5/25 

Bob and Kathi Hauck 5/27 

Robert and Kimberly Diehl 6/5 

Vincent and Doris Wilson 6/6 

Gary and Diana Paynter 6/6 

Barry and Sharon Vonada 6/6 

Everett and Wendy Yost 6/14 

Alex and Ann Blanken 6/21 

Dennis and Janice Adams 6/25 

Osvaldo and Ligia Estrada 6/26 

John and Prop Heckman 6/30 

 

*Missionary Family  



M
A

Y
2017

1. with thanksgiving for the gift 
of faith we received at Baptism. Ask 
the Lord to continue to strengthen 
that faith — and the budding faith 
of our children — until we depart 
this life and are united with the Lord 
in heaven.

2. with thanksgiving for the Bible, 
the Book of Concord and the many 
teaching tools that God gives us, 
that we might learn about Him 
and our life in Christ. Pray that God 
would instill in each of His followers 
a sincere desire and passion for 
seeking Him.

3. for Christian parents, that they
would make teaching the faith to 
their children a priority. Please pray 
that they would set aside time to 
worship together, talk about faith 
issues, study the Bible and have 
family devotions. 

4. for Christian families, that
the Lord would send them the 
assistance and tools necessary to 
overcome every challenge — big or 
small — that might drive them apart 
or away from Him.

5. for strong Christian marriages, 
that husbands and wives would 
cling to each other despite life’s 
challenges and raise their children to 
walk in the way of the Lord.

6. that family members would treat 
each other with kindness and patience, 
so that each member might be built 
up in the family of God.

7. for our children and young 
people, who face daily assaults on 
their Christian beliefs. Ask that God 
would strengthen and encourage 
them to stand firm while engaging 
others with the Gospel.

8. for our churches, that they
would provide useful education and 
programs to help equip people at 
every stage of life — teens, husbands 
and wives, parents, caretakers of 
aging parents, and more.

9. that church members would 
eagerly volunteer their time and 
talents to support the congregation’s 
educational programs, such as vaca-
tion Bible school, holiday events and 
groups for young families.

10. that God would continue to
provide faithful church workers to serve 
as role models and teach people about 
their identity as a baptized child of God.

11. that LCMS members would 
eagerly participate in Bible studies, 
small-group discussions and private 
study, so that they may grow in their 
faith every day.

12. with thanksgiving for faithful 
parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
teachers and other role models who 
help to “train up a child in the way he 
should go” (Ps. 22:6).

13. for the Concordia University 
System and the Synod’s two seminar-
ies, that the Lord would bless their 
work in training new generations of 
workers to serve the Church.

14. for the Synod’s directors of 
Family Life Ministry, that God would 
bless their efforts to support healthy 
relationships in the families of our 
congregations.

15. that we might have hearts that 
are willing and eager to serve the Lord 
in every way.

Pray For Us Calendar
These prayer requests were submitted by coworkers in the Lord’s mission. 
Congregations and individuals are invited to copy these pages for newsletters or other 
distribution. Download at lcms.org/prayforus or call 888-843-5267 to request a copy.

Remember how God works to grow the faith of His people as you pray:

TEACHING THE FAITH — MAY 1-15  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) believes education should address 
the whole person — body, mind and spirit — beginning in early childhood and continuing through adulthood. This 
month, the LCMS celebrates the many ways that God’s children are instructed, encouraged and strengthened in the faith. 
By teaching the faith, we nurture the faithful and reach the lost.

INVOLVEMENT IDEAS
• Does your congregation pray for
members of the military, honor 
veterans and seek to minister to 
people connected to the military? 
If so, you are already an Operation 
Barnabas congregation! Email 
lcmschaps@lcms.org to connect your 
congregation with the Operation 
Barnabas network.

• Read about five resolutions every
Lutheran should keep in 2017 (and 
beyond) at blogs.lcms.org/2017/
five-resolutions-every-lutheran-keep. 

• Are you looking for articles that foster
personal growth in faith and help 
interpret the contemporary world 
from a Lutheran Christian perspective? 
Consider getting a print or digital 
subscription to The Lutheran Witness. 
Visit cph.org/witness to learn more.

A family worships together at Mount Calvary 
Lutheran Church in Holdrege, Neb.

PHOTOS:  LCMS COMMUNICATIONS/ERIK M. LUNSFORD

mailto:lcmschaps@lcms.org
http://blogs.lcms.org/2017/five-resolutions-every-lutheran-keep
http://blogs.lcms.org/2017/five-resolutions-every-lutheran-keep
http://cph.org/witness


16. that God would bless and guide 
the work of Chaplain Craig Muehler, 
MAF director, and Chaplain Steven 
Hokana, MAF assistant director. 

17. for LCMS military chaplains 
serving on active duty for the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast 
Guard. All of our military chaplains
are pastors endorsed by the LCMS
to serve in the chaplain corps of our
nation’s armed forces.

18. with thanksgiving to God for 
providing LCMS chaplains to serve 
members of the armed forces. Please
pray that military chaplains would
have every opportunity to share the
saving Gospel of Jesus Christ.

19. that God would preserve our 
chaplains’ freedom to proclaim the 
Gospel to our servicemen and women 
who are lost and hurting.

20. for our LCMS Reserve and 
National Guard chaplains, especially
those who have been mobilized for
active-duty assignments. Pray for
those deployed, their families and
their home parishes.

21. for those who suffer from 
battle stress and Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder. Pray that God would bring
healing to those who have served or
who are currently serving.

22. for Operation Barnabas, which
seeks to assist veterans and military
families during and after deployment.

23. for all congregations that reach 
out to members of our military through 
Operation Barnabas, that they would
help to meet physical, psychologi-
cal and spiritual needs through the
training they have received and the
Lord’s provision.

24. for increasing opportunities for 
LCMS chaplains to spread Christ’s mes-
sage of salvation, hope and restoration 
to those they serve.

25. for all chaplains returning home,
that they would receive a hero’s wel-
come for their sacrifice to this country.

26. for all chaplains who are sick or 
have sick family members. Pray that,
as it pleases God, He restores them
to health or gives them the grace to
accept this tribulation with courage
and hope.

27. for all chaplains in harm’s way, 
that God would not let their hearts
despair nor their faith fail them, but
sustain, guide and comfort them.

28. for all members of the military 
who were disabled during their duty, 
that our heavenly Father would
mercifully guide, aid and strengthen
them to find fulfillment in their lives.

29. with thanksgiving for all those 
who have given their lives in service to 
our country. Give thanks and ask the
Lord to continue to guide and bless
our country.

30. for all military chaplains upon 
their return, that they would find
gainful employment and receive the
care they need to heal their minds,
bodies and souls.

31. for all those who minister to the 
armed forces, that by God’s gracious
working, they may honor Christ and
advance the good of those committed
to their care.

M
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MISSIONARY & PERSONNEL BIRTHDAYS
Download the prayer cards of 
missionaries and other personnel from  
lcms.org/prayercards.

May 1 Barbara Bush, Macau

May 3 Hans Trinklein, South Korea

May 4 Gema Schuller, Puerto Rico

May 6 Stephanie Schulte, West and 
Central Africa

May 9 Todd Roeske, Philippines

May 10 Dorothy Glenn, Ferguson, Mo.

May 12  Krista Young, Ethiopia

May 13  Kim Roeske, Philippines

May 15  Stuart Freese, Burkina Faso

May 16  Gabriel Fickenscher, Slovakia;
Kristie Kolb, Asia

May 19 Jamielynn Tinkey, Dominican Republic

May 23  Johanna Heidorn, Asia;
Jeffrey Kuddes, Kenya;
Susan Moss, Sierra Leone

May 25  Jacob Gaugert, Togo

May 30  Sarah Sovitzky, Eurasia

May 31  David Bush, Macau;
Joel Young, Ethiopia

MILITARY CHAPLAINS WITH BIRTHDAYS IN MAY: 
Chaplain Marc DiConti, Whidby Island, Wash.; 
Chaplain Donald Ehrke, Fort Hamilton, N.Y.; 
Chaplain Glenndon Genthner, Camp Lejeune, 
N.C.; Chaplain Charles Varsogea, Camp 
Pendleton, Calif.; Chaplain Matthew Franke, 
U.S. Air Force Lackland AFB, Texas. 

Remember God’s work through LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces as you pray:

MINISTRY TO THE ARMED FORCES — MAY 16–31  Since the Civil War, LCMS pastors have served as military 
chaplains. Today, the Synod’s Ministry to the Armed Forces (MAF) supports more than 160 active, Reserve, National 
Guard and Civil Air Patrol chaplains. MAF recruits, interviews and endorses all military chaplains and continues to 
support them throughout their entire careers. MAF also provides a network of care for our nation’s military members, 
families and veterans through Operation Barnabas.

Air Force Capt. Joseph Eggleston, chaplain of the 386th Air Expeditionary Wing, visits security personnel.



An update from your missionaries serving 

our Lord in Spain 

Lehman Family Newsletter 

Easter blessings from the Lehman family 

in Spain! 

The Lord continues to bless us here in 

Spain. As of March 28th, each of us are 

now officially Spanish residents for the 

next two years.  It was quite a long and 

drawn out process, and we are happy to 

have it behind us. This process was made 

easier (and possible) with the help of 

some of the fantastic people in St Louis 

and in Spain.  We could not have done it 

without them. The Lord has put many 

amazing people in our lives and we are 

grateful for the kindness we have been 

shown.  We thank the Lord for his 

continued blessings. 

One of our favorite things, is when our 

family visits. We talk with our families 

often by Skype.  But many parts of our 

daily lives are difficult to describe with 

words. The gift of their visit and our ability 

to show them many things, gives our 

family a clear idea of our life here in Spain. 

Christine’s family came last October.  

They enjoyed seeing all the things the kids 

talk about during our Skype sessions.  At 

the beginning of the month, Adam’s 

parents visited Spain.  We loved being 

able to share what our daily life looks like 

here in Spain.  The kids especially loved 

showing their grandparents their favorite 

parts of Seville.  

South Tower at Plaza de España 

Family picture after the Divine 

Service 

 In our June 2015 Gloria Dei Congregational meeting, we formally adopted the 
Rev. Adam Lehman family as our missionaries to Spain. 



How to Contact 

and Support 

Pastor Lehman 
Blog:   

www.staticadventures.wordpress.

com 

Email:     

adam.lehman@lcmsintl.org 

Giving Page:    

www.lcms.org/lehman 

You may support my work with a 

tax-deductible gift on my Giving 

Page (listed above), or with a 

check payable to “The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod.” Be 

sure to include “Lehman-Spain” 

on the memo line, and send to:  

Mission Central,  

40718 Highway E-16  

Mapleton, Iowa, 51034 

******************************** 

To have your name added or 

removed from the newsletter 

mailing list, simply send an email 

to adam.lehman@lcmsintl.org and 

include either “ADD” or 

“REMOVE” in the subject line. 

******************************** 

The grandparents (Adam’s parents) enjoyed 

seeing all the things and places they have 

been hearing about.  Adam’s parents were 

also able to worship with us here in Seville.  I 

have no doubt, that they also enjoyed 

listening to Adam preach in Spanish. 

The kids are in their final trimester of this 

school year. The sun is shining everyday now, 

and the days are warming up.  I think the kids 

can finally see the light at the end of the 

tunnel…summer vacation!  They know there 

are only forty eight days standing between 

them and summer travels. We continue to be 

amazed by their quick understanding of the 

language. Hannah and Noah especially have 

greatly grown in their knowledge of Spanish.  

Hannah understands many sayings that Adam 

and I still struggle to understand.    

The process continues to move forward with 

the middle school admission for Hannah.  We 

have passed one milestone in this process.  

We now wait for the middle of May when the 

final lists will be announced.  We pray for 

peace and patience during this time, as we 

are still learning the process.  

We would like to thank you all for your 

continued support and prayers. It is such an 

encouragement to know we are being prayed 

for and also to receive the messages and 

emails with your support.  You continue to be 

in our prayers daily.  May the joy of Christ’s 

Resurrection bring you His peace during this 

Easter season. 

Your servants in Christ, 

The Lehman Family 



 

 

The Preus Family in the Dominican Republic 

In our June 2015 Gloria Dei Congregational meeting, we formally adopted the 
Rev. David Preus family as our missionaries to the Dominican Republic. 

¡Feliz Pascua de Resurrección! 

Dear Christian friends, supporters, and partners in mission with the Preus family in the Dominican Republic. Happy 
Easter! Christ Jesus broke the bands of death forever. Amen! God is richly blessing our mission in the Dominican 
Republic. We are happy to share with you the news and photos of the events that have taken place since my 
installation in Palmar on Sunday, March 5. May God continue to keep us strong, healthy, and faithful as we press 
forward on this missionary journey. Thank you and God bless you for everything you do for your missionaries! We 
appreciate your continued prayers and support. 

These past months 

It has been a while since you've heard from us, so allow me to fill you at length on some 
of the latest. My installation on March 5 was a marvelous and exciting occasion. 
Several pastors from the United States, including Pres. John Wille of the South 
Wisconsin District, visiting pastors from California and Illinois, as well as the pastors 
here in the Dominican Republic participated in the service. Over two hundred people, 
including members, missionary families, and visitors from Palmar and the United 
States, were in attendance. Pastor Ted Krey, Regional Director of LC-MS in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, preached a beautiful sermon on Matthew 4:1-7, the text 
appointed for the First Sunday in Lent. How fitting! Lent is the perfect time to begin 
assuming the tasks of the ministry in a new place. In the face of the devil's temptations, 
we who preach God's Word must also believe that the one who has called us is faithful, 
and He will do it (1 Thess. 5:24). 

Our Lutheran 
pastors in the DR 

Over the past two months, I have been working alongside my dear 
friend, Vicar Idjon Regnier Fritz, nearly every day in Palmar with the 
goal of strengthening our congregations and encouraging more 
church attendance. Briefly, here is a list of our weekly tasks: 

1. Home visits every Wednesday and Saturday afternoon. 
2. Home services Sunday nights. 
3. Deaconess Class (History of the Church) every Friday afternoon. 
4. Pre-seminary Bible readings on the first Friday of each month. 
5. Matins service every Sunday at 8:00am. 
6. Divine Service every Wednesday at 7:30pm. 
7. New member's class starting next week. We anticipate having 
three new men from Palmar taking this class. 

By God's grace two new little ones have received the blessing of Holy 
Baptism this month. Samantha on the Fifth Sunday of Lent, and Dylan 
on Easter Morning. Holy Week (Semana Santa) was filled with daily 
services and visitations. The week began with a procession at 8:00am 
on Palm Sunday with palms, songs, and a Matins service in Palmar and then later in Pueblo Neuvo, a neighborhood church in 
Santiago. That evening, we held a service in home of a family whose 87-year-old mother was dying. From Monday to Thursday of 
Holy Week at 8:00am, we held Bible classes in Palmar in which we studied the death of Christ: Why did He die? Who killed Him? 
For whom did He die? For what purpose did He die? The idea was to stimulate meditation on the biblical witness of Jesus and 
the benefits of His passion. We received fairly good attendance with excellent participation on the part of the congregation. We 
also had our regular Wednesday evening Divine Service, a Maundy Thursday Service, and a Friday sermon series on "The Sev-
en Words of Christ from the Cross." Saturday permitted some time to write my sermon for Easter morning's Divine Service. 

Participating pastors and vicars at the  
Installation of Pastor Preus 



 

 

During this week after Holy Week, we have resumed our work of seminary planning. Several 
members of the missionary team have been working together on this enormous task, which 
includes establishing contact with future seminarians, securing scholarships, obtaining student 
visas for students from several Latin American countries, finishing construction on the seminary 
building, writing a seminary curriculum, planning details pertaining to student life, promoting our 
seminary plans to friends and leaders throughout Latin America, and much more. My position at 
the seminary will be professor of dogmatic theology and church history as well as "pastoral 
coordinator," which is another word for "seminary chaplain." I am thrilled with my position 
because it enables me to remain a parish pastor and serve as a full-time professor at the same 
time. Knowing that work in the Lord's Vineyard has no end this side of glory, we look forward to 
what lies ahead. And when, by God's grace, we have accomplished everything we have planned, 
we pray for continued faithfulness, and humility to say: "We are but unprofitable servants. We 
have only done our duty" (Luke 17:10). 

¡Cristo ha resucitado! Ha 
resucitato de verdad! 
The young man sitting in the empty grave told the women, "Do not be frightened; 
You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified; He is risen, he is not here; Look 
at the place where they put Him" (Mark 16:6). The resurrection is a historical fact 
that gives us an incomparable comfort. This simple sentence: "He has risen," is 
not merely a happy thought that we enjoy for a short time during this earthly life. 
It is a reality. And the reality of Christ's resurrection proves four things to us. 

First, it confirms that Jesus' words are true. He said he would and he did. He said to the Pharisees: "Destroy this temple and in 
three days I will raise it up" (John 2:19) He was referring to his death and resurrection. He made it very clear. He told his 

disciples again and again that he would go to Jerusalem and suffer many things 
at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the scribes, and he would die 
and rise on the third day (Matthew 16:21). He made it perfectly clear that he 
would rise. And He did. 

Second, it confirms that Jesus is the Son of God. Only God can defy death. Only 
God can stop the course of that all people follow. People die and remain dead. 
But this man decides not to stay dead, but to rise. And although we were not 
there in the tomb to see this great wonder with our own eyes, we are blessed by 
the Holy Spirit to believe what we cannot see. And we confess what Thomas 
confessed when he saw his Lord living and said, "My Lord and my God" (John 
20:28)! 

Third, it confirms that our sins are truly forgiven. If your sins were not forgiven, the 
women would have found what they were looking for: a corpse. On the other 
hand, "if Christ did not rise, then our preaching is vain, your faith is vain" (1 Cor. 

15:14). But, thank God Jesus was not in the tomb that Sunday morning. Jesus is 
not in the tomb, and the sins he bore aren't either. He has risen! There are no 
sins in the sight of God! 

Finally, the resurrection of Jesus confirms that we, too, who believe in Jesus, will 
be raised to eternal life. It is a reality. It is the promise of God grounded in history 
with real consequences for our future. St. Paul writes: "If in this life only we have 
hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. But now Christ has risen from 
the dead, and he has become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep" (I 
Corinthians 15: 19-20). 

Our hope in the resurrection of our bodies will not disappoint us. It is certain. In 
the resurrection of the dead, we will join the Christians who have gone before us 
into glory. We will be perfectly conformed to the image of God who is Christ 
Himself. This will bring us endless and perfect joy. This is the truth, brothers and 
sisters in Christ. It is true because Jesus said it, and His resurrection confirms 
that He is the way, the truth, and the life. Amen. 

A Palm Sunday walk through Palmar 
before the 8am church service 

The altar before Easter morning  
Divine Service 

Continued on next page 



 

 

One day in the life of Pastor Preus and family… 
(This section was pulled from one of Jenny's Facebook status updates on 
our mission page, posted March 19th) 

Today, we got up early and drove the 20 minutes to church in Palmar Arriba for the 8am service and 
Bible study, where David conducted the service along with Vicar Idjon and preached a 20 minute 
sermon (in Spanish). David's Spanish is getting better by the week, and it seems now with writing two 
sermons a week, it is improving rapidly. After the service, the family walked with a church member 
through the village to visit her family and we met her father who is ailing with cancer, as well as several 
of her aunts (tias), cousins (primos), nieces (sobrinas), and nephews (sobrinos). Upon arriving home we 
found there was a power outage at the house, the apparent cause being a live electrical wire that had 

broken overnight, swinging precariously by our iron 
garage gate, so then David began the time-consuming process of arranging for a worker to 
come and attend to that while the rest of us changed out of church clothes and got back into 
the car for our weekly grocery shopping trip. 

(David needs to help with many of these regular domestic things since I have not yet taken 
up the challenge of driving here in Santiago!) But instead of the quick turnaround that we 
were planning, David picked up a conversation with two Jehovah's Witnesses who were 
walking past our home, and proceeded to evangelize them for about an hour, proving from 
Scripture that Jesus is God. After a friendly goodbye and handshake, we finally drove to a 
very busy store with all seven kids, where we got a quick lunch for the kids and stocked up 
for a week of meals at home. The electrician arrived soon after we returned home and within 
a few hours the cord was secured and power was restored. David is now at an evening 
service in Palmar and doing a few additional visits with members there. He should be home 
soon, and we all look forward to relaxing together on our front porch and enjoying the cool, 
Caribbean, evening mountain breeze before bedtime. 

After a Sunday evening service 
in a villager's home 

Holy Week devotional with the  
school children in Palmar 

Reflections from home, by Jennifer 

So much has been happening it's hard to keep it all straight! I guess that is a good thing, as it has been 
an event-filled couple of months with David's installation as pastor in Palmar Arriba, our continued 
Spanish and home school studies, a trip to Santo Domingo where we received our residency cards, a 
busy Holy Week (Semana Santa), and many social gatherings and pastoral visits through it all. We are 
looking forward to taking a week at the beach which will be our first real trip to enjoy the ocean since 
arriving in November. 

Here are a few thoughts from the older kids as they respond to the question: 
What is the most surprising thing you have learned over these past couple of months, here in 
our new home in Santiago? 
Hans: I'm surprised at how normal life feels here. I thought it would always feel different. 
Rebekah: It's not as hot as I imagined. Some days are actually quite cool and refreshing. Some 
days though, it's so hot that I just want to jump in a snowbank! 
Rolf: I didn't realize how much I had missed Dad having his own church to be a pastor at. I'm 
glad he is the pastor at Palmar now. 
Lena: I'm not that surprised by this, but the people here are just really friendly and helpful and 
kind. 
Soren: I like that we planted four new palm trees in our yard and I like how they have blades on 
the branches. 

One other change in our home-life is that our noon meal has become our main meal of the day. It will 
typically consist of beans and rice, plantains, and a little meat. Eating like the locals helps us to keep 
food costs down, and we have really grown to love the unique flavors of Dominican cuisine. 

The kids and new friends  

Family picture after the 
installation service ¡Saludos! 

We send our hearty greetings to all of you! How blessed we are to live as Christians in this Easter season! We have a certain hope. God has richly 
blessed our work here in the Dominican Republic, and we have reason to hope that many more will call on the name of Jesus in true repentance and 
believe the Easter news. Christ has risen indeed! Alleluia! We invite you to follow "The Preus Family in the Dominican Republic" on Facebook to get 
updates and photos of our life and work between newsletters. Thank you for your continued thoughts, prayers, and support! 

In Christ our Risen Savior,  
Pastor David Preus and family 

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to: The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861. Make 
check payable to The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Preus-Dominican” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the 
LCMS website at http://www.lcms.org/preus. 

https://www.facebook.com/Preus.Dominican 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 

A BIG thank you for all those who helped with the 
Easter Breakfast!  What wonderful cooks we have 
here at Gloria Dei!  The freewill offering for our 
adopted missionaries, the Lehman family and the 
Preus family raised $600.00. Your generous gifts will 
be used to further the missions in Spain and the 
Dominican Republic. 

The new May/June Pray For…suggestions are on 
the purple bulletin board. We pray for all LWML 
sisters, for unbelievers, for school children and 
staff, for church workers and for district mission 
grants.  

Please join us on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month at 
9:00 a.m. for Breakfast/Bible Study in the chapel. 
All women of Gloria Dei are invited to come and  
Fellowship, enjoy some great food and study God’s word.  

Keep collecting those mites! Our YTD 
total is $308.00! If you need a mite box 
please pick one up at the purple table! 

For more information on LWML please go to www.lwml.org or 
www.flgalwml.com 
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 BIBLE STUDIES 

Please join the women of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League  
 

1st and 3rd Saturdays  
at 9 a.m.—11 a.m  

for Breakfast/Bible study 
We will meet in the chapel.  

All women are invited! 

Joyful Hearts  
Women’s Bible Study 
Meets on Wednesday  

9:30 a.m. 
in the chapel. 

 
All women are welcome! 

PASTOR POULOS LEADS THE FOLLOWING BIBLE STUDIES 

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. "Bible Foundations!"   
Why we believe what we believe! 

Wednesday Nights, 8:00 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. "Christianity 102:” 

 The Lutheran Difference 

Monday Night Bible Study 
meets each Monday in the 
chapel at 7 p.m. 

They are studying “A Longer 
Look at the Lessons”   

Delve deeper into each 
week's three Scripture 
readings with “A Longer Look 
at the Lessons.” This Bible 
study is based on the 
lectionary in the Lutheran 
Service Book, and provides 
information about the 
readings and their contexts.   

For more information please 
contact Elaine Carstens 954-
587-8394 

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study   
Every Saturday 8 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall,  

Followed by Bible Study  
In Room 32 

Hot Breakfast $4.00   
For more info  

contact Bruce Caruso  
at 954-962-4186 

Is it work you’re looking for or a chance to serve God? Can they 
be one and the same? Join us as we consider Working for the 
Man Upstairs, the newest Men’s NetWork Bible study. See 
how our jobs—no matter what they might be—are a conduit 
through which God’s work 
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YOUR COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE FOR NEWS, INFORMATION & 
TRUTH...Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken and  produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL. You 
can listen to what you want when you want at  www.issuesetc.org and 
on the new Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 

www.LutheranPublicRadio.org 

www.worldvieweverlasting.com  

www.whatdoesthismean.org  



 

 

7601 SW 39th St. 
Davie, Florida 33328 

954-475-0683 

The owners of these businesses and 
professional services provide this monthly 

newsletter at no cost to Gloria Dei families. 

Please contact them and  
make use of their services or products. 




