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Bible Studies

June 11th – 15th

Age 3 – Grade 5

Get ready for a wild ride! At Splash Canyon, the children will
look into the Bible, God’s Holy Word, and learn God’s promises
are YES, in JESUS! We will conﬁdently celebrate that our faithful
God is with us on life’s wild ride. God saves us through Jesus
and gives us life and hope every day and forever.
The Bible accounts of God’s promises include baby Moses in the
Nile River, God’s people crossing the Jordan River to enter the
Promised Land, God healing Naaman in the Jordan, God saving Paul from the
sea, and Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan River. In His Baptism, life, death, and
resurrection, Jesus kept God’s promise to save us.
Each day we will spend time at the Wild River Opening, hear the
Bible story at the River Run Storytelling Site, and enjoy a
delicious stop at The Fireside Snack Site. Creativity will abound
at the Sandbar Craft Site, our minds will be working at the
Plunge In Bible Challenge, and we’ll run and play at the White
Water Games Site.
We can hardly wait for the fun to begin! Mark your calendar and be sure to
invite your friends. The message of God’s promises fulﬁlled for us through His
Son, Jesus Christ, is too good to keep to ourselves!
Volunteers of all kinds are needed. Group leaders, decorators, snack helpers,
craft assistance, and registration people are just a few of the areas. If you’d like
to help and be in on the fun please contact Carol Jones at 954-663-5855 or
call the ofﬁce at Gloria Dei.
Vacation Bible School is an outreach mission to the children of our community
and we will not be charging a fee. It takes approximately $25.00 to cover the
cost of each student registered for the week of VBS. Please help support this
outreach with your donations or perhaps consider sponsoring a child or two.
Just place your donation in an envelope marked VBS.
Thank you for your prayers and support as we prepare
for another VBS. After the craft glue dries, the decorations
come down, and the snacks are all eaten, the only thing
that matters about VBS is that the children leave here
knowing their need for a Savior and that Jesus Christ
alone is that Savior. We will offer that here at Gloria Dei.
Be a part of it!

FAITH WORKS EVERYTHING
Martin Luther always argued that good works arise out of faith and that if faith was preached, those who were
converted by the preaching could do nothing else than produce a life full of good works. To demand good
works without preaching faith into the hearts of the hearers is like demanding that a baseball player with a
broken pitching arm throw strikes. It is no use to tell the player what he ought to be doing if he is completely
unable to do it. He would consider it cruel to demand that his broken arm should produce a 90-mile-an-hour
fastball. Of course, any rational person would point out that the player's arm needs medical attention, and
after the bone is set and his rehabilitation is complete, he might then be able to pitch. After the recovery of his
arm, he would be eager to pitch again in competition.
Those who demand good works apart from faith are demanding fastballs from broken arms. This is a cruel
demand, because the Lord's Word brings healing to broken humans by granting the faith that is an instant
recovery. That recovery is accompanied by joy at the power to serve God. That joy can never be exhausted in
the Christian life because faith in Christ is inexhaustible and the opportunities for service in faith are so
abundant. The ﬁrst commandment alone, "You shall have no other gods," can never be exhausted. Everything
we believe and do is tied to who God is and what He does, especially in Christ. A thousand lifetimes would
never fulﬁll the depth of faith that this commandment elicits. But if we have that faith, we will always be busy
about the things that the command elicits from us. Faith does everything because it empowers humans to be
busy about the things of God.
If we preach faith alone then, we are not forbidding faith, any more than an orthopedic surgeon is forbidding
baseball by setting a broken pitching arm. Instead, by preaching faith the church is creating good works in the
lives of her children. By faith everything we do becomes a faithful act, because faith suffuses everything. By
faith even our failings, and maybe especially our failings, become acts of faith, for God promises that all
things work for good (Rm 8:28). If He can succeed in view of our weaknesses then His success will be to His
glory, not for our honor. Faith works everything because it is faith in Christ.
Rev. Dr. Scott R. Murray
2nd Vice-President of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

MARTIN LUTHER WROTE:
"Now where are those who ask what works are good, what they do, how they will be good? Yes, and where,
too, are those who say that when we preach about faith we do not teach works or say they should be done?
Does not the ﬁrst commandment alone give us more work to do than any one man can do? If a man were a
thousand men, if he were all men in one, if he comprised all creatures, there is still enough asked of him, and
more than enough, since he is commanded to live and walk at all times in faith and trust toward God, to place
such faith in no one else and in this way to have no other God, just the one and only true God.
"Now since the being and nature of man cannot exist for an instant unless it is doing or not doing something,
putting up with or running away from something (for as we know, life never stands still), well then, let him who
wants to be holy and full of good works begin to exercise himself at all times in this faith in all his life and
works. Let him learn to do and to leave undone all things in such continual faith. Then he will ﬁnd how much
work he has to do, and how completely all things are included in faith, and how he may never grow idle
because his very idling must be the exercise and work of faith. In short, nothing can be in or about us and
nothing can happen to us but what must be good and serviceable to us, as long as we believe (as we ought)
that all things please God. So says St. Paul, Dear brothers, 'whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God' (1Co 10:31). Now it cannot be done in this name except it be done in this faith. Likewise,
'We know that all things work together for good' (Rm 8:28) to the saints of God.
"Therefore, when some people say, as they do, that when we preach faith alone good works are forbidden, it
is as if I were to say to a sick man, 'If you had health you would have the full use of all your limbs, but without
health the works of all your limbs are nothing,' and from this he wanted to infer that I had forbidden the works
of his limbs. Whereas on the contrary I meant that the health must ﬁrst be there to work all the works of all his
limbs. In the same way faith must be the master-workman and captain in all the works, or they are nothing at
all."
Martin Luther, Treatise of Good Works, 13

ORDINATION OF SAM SESSA, JUNE 3, 2018

Congratulations to our
2018 Graduates

Amanda Moccia, Emilie Malinowski 's granddaughter, attended early
childhood @ St. Mark's Lutheran School in Hollywood, Fl from preschool through 8th grade. She then attended Western High in Davie.
On May 6th, 2018 she graduated Auburn University, in Al., with a
bachelor's degree in Animal Science, perusing further education in a
Masters program in Animal Growth & Development, then going on to
vet school. Our whole family is so very proud of her.

Lauren MacGregor, daughter of Jim and Debbie MacGregor,
graduated from Kansas State University with a Biology degree
in Wildlife Management.

Rob MacGregor, son of Jim and Debbie MacGregor, has graduated
from high school and will head to Parris Island for Marine Basic
Training at the end of May.

Ryan Cummings, grandson of Judy Cummings, graduated from
Pfeiffer University in NC on May 12, 2018. He received a Bachelor of
Science, majoring in Accounting. He'll be going to VA in June for a 6
week internship in an accounting firm.

Eleesha Skelton graduated this spring from Regis University with a
Master of Education (Med) in Reading.Elle will continue teaching full
time while starting her PhD in Literacy online at St. John’s University,
New York

Ben Porter, grandson of Jesse and Vernice Wright, graduated from
Timber Creek High School in Orlando, FL on May 23, 2018. . He
wants to become a Firefighter/Paramedic like his late father who
passed away in 2006. Hopefully starting the fall term at Valencia
College East to get his Paramedic degree and following it up with a
degree in Fire Science, or transferring to Florida State Fire College in
Ocala. Ben is the son of Cheryl Porter-Hopkins and the late Grant
Scott Porter

Justin David Muklewicz, grandson of Lucille Muklewicz, graduated
from the University of Florida with the degree of Doctor of
Pharmacy Summa Cum Laude on May 7, 2018.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
8am-Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study
9am LWML Breakfast &
Bible Study
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
Shop Open

3

4

5

10:45am-Divine Service 9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
Shop Open
7pm-Monday Night Bible
Study

10
8am-Divine Service
9:30am-Sunday School
10:45am-Divine Service

11

6

7

8

9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study
10:30am-4pm Thrift
Shop Open

12

13

14

15

10:30am-4pm Thrift
Shop Open

9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
Shop Open
7pm-Monday Night Bible
Study

17

18

19

24
Blood Drive
8am-Divine Service
9:30am-Sunday School
10:45am-Divine Service

20

21

22

6:30pm-Church Council 9:30am-Joyful Hearts—

25
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
Shop Open
7pm-Monday Night Bible
Study

26

27
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study
10:30am-4pm Thrift
Shop Open

23
8am-Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
Shop Open

Women’s Bible Study
10:30am-4pm Thrift
Shop Open

7pm-Monday Night Bible
Study

16
8am-Men’s Breakfast
& Bible Study
9am LWML Breakfast &
Bible Study
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
Shop Open

VBS 9am-Noon
Mon-Fri This Week

9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
8am-Divine Service
9:30am-Sunday School Shop Open
10:45am-Divine Service 6:30pm-School Board

9
8am-Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift
Shop Open

28

29

30

BIRTHDAYS
June / July
Amy Yost
Bonnie McMichael
Kathleen Cabral
Emta Helmke
Fritz Schmidt
Michael Schweiger
Alex Blanken
Judy Cummings
Abby MacGregor
Michelle Giansiracusa
Dennis Adams, Jr
Penny Murphy
Zoe Brehm
Connie Guzzi
Rachel Klockow
Annie Blanken
Marian Fowler
Edwin Biedermann

6/1
6/2
6/5
6/7
6/7
6/8
6/8
6/11
6/11
6/14
6/15
6/15
6/18
6/19
6/19
6/19
6/20
6/22

Quinn Stumpf
Carolyn Talpasz
Ruth Comottor
Bill Jones
Debbie MacGregor
Steven Wallice
Alene Padgett
Roger Schlie
Doris Gilchrist
Jill Viola
Ryan Grillo
*Soren Preus
Ainsworth Patterson
Erik Skelton
Don Coxe
Patricia Brown
Bill Klockow
*Christine Lehman

6/23
6/23
6/25
6/25
6/25
6/25
6/26
6/29
6/29
6/29
7/1
7/1
7/2
7/2
7/3
7/3
7/4
7/7

Anne Pope
Alexa Schweiger
Rosemarie Geisler
Sean Hoyt, II
Jamie Murphy
Luanne Wallice
Sharon Vonada
JoAnn Schweiger
Lori Urtecho
Sandra Saikley
*Jennifer Preus
Pat Von Alven
Amanda Groome
Brian Harris
Debra Diehl
Kathleen Michel

7/8
7/11
7/13
7/13
7/14
7/14
7/16
7/19
7/19
7/20
7/22
7/24
7/25
7/26
7/29
7/29

*Missionary Family

ANNIVERSARIES
June / July
Robert and Kimberly Diehl
Vincent and Doris Wilson
Gary and Diana Paynter
Barry and Sharon Vonada
Todd and Briana Moe
Erik and Elle Skelton
Everett and Wendy Yost
Alex and Ann Blanken
Dennis and Janice Adams
Osvaldo and Ligia Estrada

6/5
6/6
6/6
6/6
6/6
6/12
6/14
6/21
6/25
6/26

Sam and Leah Sessa
Ed and Cheryl Smith
Robert and Kathleen Cabral
Glen and Dionne Josephs
John and Sandra Saikley

*Missionary Family

7/3
7/4
7/10
7/25
7/31

JUNE

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD

Pray For Us Calendar
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC — JUNE 1–30
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) officially began work in the
Dominican Republic in 2004. Over the years, a group home was established
to care for orphaned children with disabilities; congregations and mission
plants were started; and a deaconess-training program was launched. The
LCMS seminary in Santiago, Dominican Republic, trains students from
around the Latin America region.

Remember God’s work in the
Dominican Republic as you pray:

and make the most of their
education.

1.

4.

for the seminary students
who will enter the seminary this
fall, that they would be able to
acquire their student visas and
other documentation needed to
study in the Dominican Republic.

for the women studying
to be deaconesses, that the
theological coursework and
intensive practical experience
would form them into capable
and effective deaconesses.

2. for seminary students and
their families, that they would
have a smooth transition to life
in a new place away from family
and friends. Praise God for these
dedicated students who are
willing to leave home to obtain a
solid theological education.

5. that God would grant
strength to our deaconesses as
they support the work of pastors
by caring for the poor, the
marginalized and the sick.

3. that God would grant the
seminary students determination
and endurance, so that they
might be diligent in their studies

6. with thanksgiving for all the
faithful and generous people
who have prayed or given of
their time or treasures to make
the seminary and mercy center
a reality.

7.

for the seminary professors,
that they would be well-prepared
to impart wisdom and knowledge
to their students.

8.

that the Spanish-language
theological library at the seminary
would be well used and a blessing
to the students and faculty.

9.

for the families of the
professors, that they would
adapt easily and find joy in a new
country and culture.

will so that they can build a firm
foundation for the church for
generations to come.

13.

that God would raise up
individuals and congregations to
support our LCMS missionaries in
the Dominican Republic.

14. that God would supply
faithful and capable men and
women to serve as missionaries,
both in Latin America and around
the world.

10.

for Lutheran congregations
in Latin America, that they would
be prepared to care for and
support their pastors physically,
mentally and spiritually.

15. with thanksgiving for
faithful men and women who
have given up the comforts of
home and family to faithfully
serve on the mission field.

11.

16.

for seminary students
who are serving vicarages, that
they would learn much from
their experience and be better
prepared for their future ministry.

12.

for all the missionaries and
leaders of the Dominican church,
that they would discern God’s

that many in the Dominican
Republic would hear God’s Word
and believe in Jesus Christ as
their Lord and Savior. Pray that
they would attend worship each
Sunday to receive the Word and
Sacraments.
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Pray For Us Calendar

17.

that God would grant health
and safety to all missionaries and
their families.

Republic would continue to grow
and mature through regular
worship and Bible study.

18.

24.

that the Dominican
Christians would continue
to study God’s Word and be
strengthened to live faithfully and
serve their neighbors in love.

19.

with thanksgiving for the
willingness of the Dominican
people to hear and learn God’s
Word. By God’s grace, the LCMS
has established congregations
and mission stations around
the country.

with thanksgiving for the
many faithful Christians who
regularly worship in our mission
congregations.

25. with thanksgiving for
Hogares Luteranos El Buen
Pastor (Good Shepherd Lutheran
Home), which provides a safe
and nurturing facility for young
people with developmental
disabilities.
26.

that God would raise up
many Lutheran school teachers
and school administrators —
especially from among the
Dominican congregations — to
meet the needs of the large
number of eager students.

that God would grant
patience and endurance for the
faithful workers who care for the
group home’s residents. Praise
God that He has used these
wonderful young people to teach
the Dominican Lutheran church
about His love and mercy.

21.

27.

20.

that the families of our
Lutheran school children would
also hear God’s Word and be
brought to faith.

22. with thanksgiving for the
large and ever-growing number
of students seeking education
in our Lutheran schools in the
Dominican Republic.
23.

that the Lutheran mission
churches in the Dominican

with thanksgiving that the
residents of Hogares Luteranos El
Buen Pastor have become active
members of the local Lutheran
church, where they are eager to
hear God’s Word and to serve in
any way possible.

28.

with thanksgiving for
the willingness of faithful and
gentle caregivers who serve the
residents of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Home.

29. for all the mission work
throughout the Caribbean and
Latin America.

30. with thanksgiving that
we are one in Christ with our
brothers and sisters in Christ in
Latin America.

Congregations and individuals are invited to copy these
pages for newsletters or other distribution. Download at
lcms.org/prayforus or call 888-843-5267 to request a copy.
PHOTOS: LCMS COMMUNICATIONS/ERIK M. LUNSFORD

Registration is now open for the LWML 36th Biennial
FL-GA District Convention!
“Strengthened, Helped, Upheld.” Isaiah 41: 10
Orlando Airport Marriott Lakeside
September 28-30, 2018
Rev. Willliam Weedon will be our Keynote Speaker
and Patti Ross, President of the LWML will be with us too!
Gifts from the Heart will be for Phil’s Friends.
If you would like more information please go to www.flgalwml.com or pick up
a copy of the summer Evangel on the purple table.
Come be Strengthened, Helped Upheld!

Please join us on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month at
9:00 a.m. for Breakfast/Bible Study in the chapel,
All women of Gloria Dei are invited to come and
Fellowship, enjoy some great food and study God’s word.

Keep collecting those mites! Our year to date total
is $383.50. If you need a mite box please pick one
up at the purple table!

For more information on LWML please go to www.lwml.org or
www.flgalwml.com

WORD ON STEWARDSHIP
By Rev. Jason Braaten
Immanuel Lutheran Church – Tuscola, Ill.
“There are three conversions necessary to every man: the head, the heart, and the purse.”
Attributed to Luther, though yet to be located in his vast writings, this statement echoes
what Jesus taught about hearts and treasures. He said, “For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:21; Luke 12:34).
But which conversion comes ﬁrst? I submit that the order is this: ﬁrst the head, then the
purse, then the heart. Let me explain.
Our Lord Jesus Christ dwelt among us to save us. He took on our ﬂesh, fulﬁlled the
demands of the law in our place, became sin for us, and suffered torture and death on our
behalf, in order that we would be free from sin, death, and hell. He gives us what He
accomplished through Baptism, Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper.
And so, He doesn’t just do it for us but gives it to us, makes what He did ours by making us
His. Thus, we are called by His name: Christians. We have a new life in Him.
Through the preaching of Law and Gospel, God grants us repentance, a changing of our
minds. It is a conversion of the mind. We are called to turn away from our sins and turn
toward Him for forgiveness, life, and salvation. For when God calls us away from
something, He is, at the same time, calling us to something.
And thus, He calls us to a new life, with new deeds. This is the conversion of the purse.
Jesus said that “it is easier for a camel to enter through the eye of a needle than for a rich
person to enter the kingdom of God” (Matthew 19:24). “For where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also.”
Notice that our hearts follow our treasures, not the other way around. As Christians, God
calls us to invest our treasures in His Kingdom to ensure that the gospel is preached and
the sacraments are administered. He calls us to share all good things with the one who
teaches us the doctrines of Christ. He calls us to be generous in giving to the church, for it is
more blessed to give than to receive.
So where is your treasure? If it is not invested in the kingdom of God, then the only
response is repentance—a conversion of the heart—and to begin doing just that. And as our
Lord promised, where your treasure is there your heart will be also.
This is not to say that you earn your way into heaven. It is simply to say that as Christians,
those who have been made to be temples of the Holy Spirit, who have been given a new
life in Christ, who are dead to sin and now alive in Him, we are, actually, to live — think
(conversion of the mind), do (conversion of the purse), and be (conversion of the heart) — a
new life in Him.
And when you fail, know that God in Christ loves and forgives you and still calls you away
from that and to Himself.
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
http://www.lcms.org/stewardship-ministry

BIBLE STUDIES

Monday Night
Bible Study
meets each
Monday in the
chapel at 7 p.m.

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study Every Saturday
8 a.m.in the Fellowship Hall, followed by Bible
Study In Room 32 Hot Breakfast $4.00
For more information contact Bruce Caruso
at 954-962-4186
Join the Men’s Bible Study as they look at “God’s
Word for Today 2 Corinthians: God’s Sufficient
Grace” Through Paul's suffering, foolishness, and
weakness, he imparts divine power, wisdom, and
strength to the congregation. He encourages their
gracious giving, and warns them against superapostles, who would lead them away from Christ.
In 2 Corinthians we will learn more about: the reasons for Paul's delayed visit to Corinth; the wondrous glory of the new covenant; the apostolic
ministry of reconciling sinners to a gracious God;
how God's power is perfected in our weakness.

All Sisters-in-Christ… Joyful
Hearts Bible Study group
invites you to join us each
Wednesday morning at
9:30 a.m.
in the chapel as we learn of
the blessings we have
through
“Ruth—Your God will
be my God ”

They are
studying: “Song
of Solomon,
Love is Strong
as Death”
Everyone is welcome!
For more information please
contact Elaine Carstens 954587-8394

Women of Gloria Dei!
On the ﬁrst and third Saturday of
each month please join us in the
chapel for breakfast and Bible
study starting at 9:00 a.m. What a
great way to start your weekend,
with fellowship, great food and
God’s word!

PASTOR POULOS LEADS THE FOLLOWING BIBLE STUDIES
Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. "Bible Foundations!"
Why we believe what we believe!
Wednesday evening bible study will resume in August.
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YOUR COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE FOR NEWS, INFORMATION &
TRUTH...Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd
Wilken and produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL. You
can listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.org and
on the new Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.

www.LutheranPublicRadio.org

www.whatdoesthismean.org
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The owners of these businesses and
professional services provide this monthly
newsletter at no cost to Gloria Dei families.
Please contact them and
make use of their services or products.

7601 SW 39th St.
Davie, Florida 33328
954-475-0683

