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CHRIST BECOMES THE GREATEST  
SINNER . . . FOR YOU!  

By: The Rev. Matthew C. Harrison 

As we begin this Reformation anniversary year, the following 
sermon from Martin Luther on the Baptism of our Lord proclaims 
the substitutionary atonement of Christ, delivered to us through 
Holy Baptism.  

As John is preaching like this 
and baptizing, as St. Matthew 
goes on to say, Jesus comes to 
him at the Jordan from Galilee 
and desires to be baptized 
[Matt. 3:13]. How marvelously 
backward this is! The Pharisees 
and scribes who were full of sin 
and condemnation deny they 
have any sin. They know 

nothing of repentance and refuse to be baptized. On the other hand, 
there is Christ, who is without any sin and who alone bears the 
distinction of having Christ, who is without any sin and who alone 
bears the distinction of having never sinned. 

      But why does He come to be baptized, seeing that He is without 
any sin or impurity for Baptism to take away? What a blessed Baptism 
that must be! Here John gets a sinner who has no sin so far as His own 
person is concerned, and yet He is the greatest sinner, who has and 
bears the sin of the world. That is why He, too, undergoes Baptism and 
confesses by that deed that He is a sinner—not with respect to 
Himself, but with respect to us. For here He steps into my person and 
yours and stands in the place of all of us who are sinners. And since 
no one admits to being a sinner, especially not the proud saints, it is 
necessary that He become a sinner for all. He assumes the form of 
sinful flesh, and in His suffering on the cross, as many psalms testify, 
He laments the burden of the sins that He bears. . . . 
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 [Christ] comes to be a sinner as Isaiah 53 [:6] says: “The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all.” For since we (the prophet says) “all like sheep have gone astray” [Isa. 53:6], 
God found this remedy: He took the sins of all human beings and hung them all around 
the neck of Him who alone was without sin. He thus becomes a great sinner—indeed, the 
greatest sinner of all and the only sinner on earth—so that there is no other. For the text 
says that the Lord has laid on Him the sins of us all. 

      Because He has become the Sinner who has all of our sin placed upon Him, He truly 
does need Baptism and must be baptized for the forgiveness of sins—not with respect to 
His own person, which is innocent and spotless, but for the sake of us, whose sins He 
bears. He plunges them into His Baptism and washes them away from Himself (that is, He 
washes them from us, since He has stepped into our person) so that they must be 
drowned and die in His Baptism. . . . 

      Therefore, He is both the greatest and only sinner on earth, for He bears the sins of 
the whole world, and also the only righteous and holy One, since no one is made 
righteous and holy before God except through Him. 

Excerpted from Luther’s Works, vol. 58, pages 44–45. 
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
Do you have a favorite expression?  I am well-known for saying, “It is what it is.”  A friend even gave me a 
bracelet with the saying inscribed on it.  When a student gets sick in the classroom, “It is what it is.”  When 
computers or smart boards fail, “It is what it is.”  When the copy machine malfunctions and I have five minutes 
to make copies, “It is what it is.”   

I suppose the saying could be considered cynical.  I tend not to view it that way.  To me, it is a reminder that 
everything is in God’s hands.  It is a reminder that God has everything under control for good.  I remember how 
much He loves me—enough to give His only Son for me—and I take comfort.  “It is what it is” becomes an 
acknowledgement of the gift of the presence of God.  It is the serenity prayer in condensed form.  There are 
things I can do something about.  There are things about which I can do nothing.  But no matter, it is all in 
God’s more than capable hands.  It is what it is—His. 

The saying doesn’t have to apply only to bad events.  When Jesus is born in a stable, “It is what it is.”  When 
angels sing the good news that God has kept His promise first given at the Fall into sin, “It is what it is.”  When 
shepherds appear the same night Mary has given birth, “It is what it is.”  When Magi appear with expensive 
gifts, “It is what it is.”  When those gifts come in handy to finance an unexpected trip out of the country for sur-
vival, “It is what it is.”   

God knows how it is to have “It is what it is” moments, and throughout scripture He shows that He is in control 
in those moments—stilling storms, celebrating a marriage, raising the dead, healing terminal illnesses, provid-
ing food, even providing taxes! So in this time of year that can be filled with all kinds of stress, take comfort in 
knowing that “It is what it is.”  God has your back, and what He is doing is good indeed. 

Sharon Vonada 
Interim Principal, Academy 
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MARTIN LUTHER ON THE PRACTICE OF  
MAKING THE SIGN OF THE CROSS 

In the morning, when you rise, you shall make the sign of the holy cross, and you shall say: In the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Then, kneeling or standing, you shall say the 
Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. (“Prayers for Daily Use,” The Small Catechism, An Explanation of 
Dr. Martin Luther’s Small Catechism [Mankato, Minnesota: Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 2001], p. 26) 

In the evening, when you go to bed, you shall make the sign of the holy cross, and you shall say: In the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Then, kneeling or standing, you shall 
say the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. (“Prayers for Daily Use,” The Small Catechism, An Explana-
tion of Dr. Martin Luther’s Small Catechism [Mankato, Minnesota: Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 2001], p. 26) 

To defy the devil, I say, we should always keep the holy name upon our lips so that he may not be able to 
harm us as he would like to do. For this purpose it also helps to form the habit of commending ourselves 
each day to God – our soul and body, spouse, children, servants, and all that we have – for his protection 
against every conceivable need. This is why the Benedicite, the Gratias, and other evening and morning 
blessings were also introduced and have continued among us. From the same source comes the custom 
learned in childhood of making the sign of the cross when something dreadful or frightening is seen or 
heard, and saying, “Lord God, save me!” or, “Help, dear Lord Christ!” and the like. (Large Catechism I:72-
74, The Book of Concord, edited by Robert Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert [Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 
2000], pp. 395-96) 

[Psalm 118:]5. Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free. ... You must 
never doubt that God is aware of your distress and hears your prayer. You must not pray haphazardly or 
simply shout into the wind. Then you would mock and tempt God. It would be better not to pray at all, 
than to pray like the priests and monks. It is important that you learn to praise also this point in this verse: 
“The Lord answered me and set me free.” The psalmist declares that he prayed and cried out, and that he 
was certainly heard. If the devil puts it into your head that you lack the holiness, piety, and worthiness of 
David and for this reason cannot be sure that God will hear you, make the sign of the cross, and say to 
yourself: “Let those be pious and worthy who will! I know for a certainty that I am a creature of the same 
God who made David. And David, regardless of his holiness, has no better or greater God than I have.” 
There is only one God, of saint and sinner, worthy and unworthy, great and small. Regardless of the ine-
qualities among us, He is the one and equal God of us all, who wants to be honored, called on, and 
prayed to by all. (“Psalm 118,” Luther’s Works, Vol. 14 [Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1958], pp. 
58,61) 

This is how it works. You denounce a man for his unbelief and greed, and you hold the First Command-
ment up to him (Ex. 20:3): “You shall have no other gods before Me.” That is, “You shall not attach your 
heart, your desire, and your love to anyone else but Me.” And he refuses to hear that denunciation or to 
stand for it. He starts ranting and raving against it, until in his heart there is bitterness and venomous ha-
tred against the Word and its preachers. That is why the text of the Ten Commandments contains the 
threat (Ex. 20:5): “I am a jealous God, visiting the sins of the fathers upon the children of those who hate 
Me.” He is talking about these very same greedy bellies and Mammon-servers, for Scripture calls greed 
“idolatry,” or the worship of idols (Eph. 5:5; Col. 3:5). And yet, as we have said, they lay claim to titles like 
“the greatest of saints” and “enemies of idolatry and heresy”; and they absolutely disclaim the title 
“haters of God.” But they are convicted by their inability to hear or see the Word of God when it attacks 
their greed, and by their insistence that they get off without any denunciation. The more they are de-
nounced and threatened, the more they deride and mock, doing whatever they please to spite God and 
everyone else. Now, is that not a horrible disease and an abominable sin, one that should terrify us so 
that we hate Mammon from the heart, make the sign of the cross against him and run away as from the 
devil? Who would not be terrified to fall into this and to hear this judgment spoken over him? (“The Sermon 
on the Mount,” Luther’s Works, Vol. 21 [Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1956], pp. 190-91) 

Continued on next page 
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...God does not desire that you should learn from the dead and seek the truth from them. He wants to be 
your living, abundant, and satisfying teacher himself. You must cling to his word. He knows well what he 
ought to tell you about the living and the dead, for he knows all things. What he does not tell you or refus-
es to say, you should not seek to know, but do him so much honor as to believe that he realizes it is nei-
ther necessary nor useful nor good for you to know. So you should happily and gladly cast to the winds 
all this swindle of the spirits and not be afraid of them; doubtless they will then also depart from you in 
peace. If you should have a poltergeist and tapping spirit in your house, do not go and discuss it here and 
there, but know that it is not a good spirit which has not come from God. Cross yourself quietly and trust in 
your faith. (“Sermon for the Festival of the Epiphany,” Luther’s Works, Vol. 52 [Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 
1974], pp. 178-79) 

...how do I approach this Savior and Redeemer? By means of cowls or monastic orders and rules? No! Just 
cling to the Son in faith. He conquered death and the devil, and He slit the devil’s belly open. He will reign 
and rule again, even though He was crucified under Annas and Caiaphas. Therefore attach yourself to 
Him, and you will tear through death and devil; for this text [John 3:15] assures us: “Whoever believes in 
Him shall have eternal life.” Accept the truth of this miracle of God’s love for the world, and say: “I believe 
in the Son of God and of Mary, who was lifted up and nailed to the cross.” Then you will experience the 
new birth; for death and sin will no longer accuse, harm, and injure you. Whoever believes in the Son will 
have eternal life. Cling to His neck or to His garment; that is, believe that He became man and suffered for 
you. Cross yourself and say: “I am a Christian and will conquer.” And you will find that death is van-
quished. In Acts 2:24 St. Peter says that death was not able to hold Christ, since deity and humanity were 
united in one Person. In the same way we, too, shall not remain in death; we shall destroy death, but only 
if we remain steadfast in faith and cling to death’s Destroyer. (“Sermons on the Gospel of St. John,” Lu-
ther’s Works, Vol. 22 [Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1957], p. 356) 

I have also read of a number of people who, when persistently assailed by the devil, crossed themselves 
and spoke these words: “The Word became flesh” [John 1:14], or the equivalent: “I am a Christian!” with the 
result that the devil was beaten and put to flight and their peace of mind was restored. And I believe this 
to be true, so long as the words are spoken from a believing heart. Little is gained against the devil with a 
lengthy disputation; but a brief word and reply such as this is effective: “I am a Christian, of the same flesh 
and blood as my Lord Christ, the Son of God. You settle with Him, devil!” Such a retort would soon make 
him depart. It is certain that if anyone could speak these words “And the Word became flesh” in true faith 
and with strong confidence in hours of the greatest temptation, he would be delivered from his trouble 
and distress; for the devil fears these words when they are uttered by a believer. I have often read and 
also witnessed it myself that many, when alarmed and distraught, spoke these words “And the Word be-
came flesh” and at the same time made the sign of the cross, and thereby routed the devil. Belief in these 
words was so powerful that it overcame the world and the devil. (“Sermons on the Gospel of St. John,” Lu-
ther’s Works, Vol. 22 [Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1957], p. 106) 

...we dare not trifle with the sacraments. Faith must be present for a firm reliance and cheerful venturing 
on such signs and promises of God. What sort of a God or Savior would he be who could not or would not 
save us from sin, death, and hell? Whatever the true God promises and effects must be something big. But 
then the devil comes along and whispers into your ear, “But suppose you received the sacraments un-
worthily and through your unworthiness robbed yourself of such grace?” In that event cross yourself and 
do not let the question of your worthiness or unworthiness assail you. Just see to it that you believe that 
these are sure signs, true words of God, and then you will indeed be and remain worthy. Belief makes you 
worthy; unbelief makes you unworthy. (“A Sermon on Preparing to Die,” Luther’s Works, Vol. 42 
[Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1969], pp. 109-10)  

Continued on next page 
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...we know and have no other sacrifice than that which he [Christ] made on the cross, on which he died once for 
all as the Epistle to the Hebrews [9:12,26] says, and thereby put away the sins of all men and also made us 
holy for eternity. That, I say, is our gospel, that Christ has made us righteous and holy through that sacrifice 
and has redeemed us from sin, death, and the devil and has brought us into his heavenly kingdom. We have to 
grasp this and hold it fast through faith alone. ... Now if this gospel is true, then everything that offers another 
way or another sacrifice must be false. But in the mass the papists do nothing but continually ride the words 
“we offer up, we offer up” and “these sacrifices, these gifts.” They keep completely quiet about the sacrifice 
that Christ has made. They do not thank him. Indeed, they despise and deny his sacrifice and try to come be-
fore God with their own sacrifice. ... The good Christ is not pleasing to the Father unless the holy canon comes 
and makes him pleasing, in that the offering reconciles him with God. And so again Christ is dead and of no 
avail, since only the work is supposed to forgive sins and obtain favor with God so that he is gracious to Christ 
and to us. You see, there you have heard the holy secret mass, so that you may know what it is and may be 
shocked by it and may cross yourself as you would before the devil himself. ... Therefore, dear Christians, let 
us flee from such an abomination... (“The Abomination of the Secret Mass,” Luther’s Works, Vol. 36 
[Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1959], pp. 313,327-28) 

... I am not contending against the sacrament but against the mass, and would like to separate the sacrament 
from the mass so that the mass might perish and the sacrament alone, without the mass, might be preserved in 
its honor and according to the ordinance of our dear Lord Jesus Christ. May God grant to all devout Christians 
such hearts that when they hear the word “mass,” they might be frightened and make the sign of the cross as 
though it were the devil’s abomination; on the other hand, when they hear the word “sacrament” or “Lord’s 
Supper,” they might dance for pure joy, indeed, in accordance with genuine spiritual joy, cry sweetly. For I am 
very fond of the precious, blessed Supper of my Lord Jesus Christ in which he gives me his body and blood to 
eat and to drink even bodily with my own mouth along with these exceedingly sweet and kind words: “Given 
for you, shed for you,” etc. I am the more hostile and angry about the mass, because the papists have thereby 
arrogated the holy sacrament to themselves alone, have taken it from [Christians] and robbed Christians of it, 
and have made a business of it and yet have woven both into one another so inseparably when they provide it 
for Christians at Easter time, that the common man is unable to distinguish between the mass and the sacra-
ment. ... Yet they are not one and the same thing. It is the mass when I sacrifice the sacrament to God for my 
sins and the sins of others as a work performed by human beings (whether they be evil or godly). This they 
have to acknowledge. It is the sacrament when I receive from the priest the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ under the bread and wine. (“A Letter of Dr. Martin Luther Concerning his Book on the Private Mass,” Lu-
ther’s Works, Vol. 38 [Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1971], pp. 226-27) 

I only desire to have the conscience free and to have all Christians make the sign of the cross against a faith 
which believes that the pope is right in his rule. For such a faith destroys faith in Christ and drowns the whole 
world in nothing but sin and destruction. The pope and you papists are the pious heirs of this sort of thing. You, 
who do no more than propagate such superstition, seduce the world, destroy Christian faith, and lead all souls 
to the devil when you should believe only in Christ and preach freedom from human laws so as to remain 
“ministers of the Spirit” and not “of the letter” [cf. II Cor. 3:6]. (“Answer to the Hyperchristian, Hyperspiritual, and 
Hyperlearned Book by Goat Emser in Leipzig,” Luther’s Works, Vol. 39 [Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1970], p. 
202)  

...Peter says, “You are Christ, the Son of the living God” [Matt. 16:16]. Now blessed is he who has this confession 
of Christ. Reason cannot come this far. This is made known by Christ Himself when He answers Peter and 
says, “Blessed are you, Simon, son of John. Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in 
Heaven.” And He says further, “You are Peter (that is, a rock) and upon this rock I will build My church and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it” [Matt. 16:17-18]. ...that rock is Christ and his Word. For Christ is known 
only through His Word. ... Upon that Word I then build. ... Therefore “rock” here means nothing else but the 
Christian evangelical truth, which Christ makes known to me here. By this I ground my conscience upon Christ 
and against this all other might is ineffectual, even the gates of hell. Without this rock and foundation no other 
can be laid. As Saint Paul says to the Corinthians, “No one can lay any other foundation apart from that which 
is laid, which is Christ Jesus” [1 Cor. 3:11]. ... Therefore Christ alone is the rock. Where any other foundation is 
laid, then make the sign of the cross over yourself, for surely the devil is there to lay it. For this passage cannot 
be interpreted in any way but only that it speaks of Christ. (Sermon for “The Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, the 
Holy Apostles,” Luther’s Festival Sermons [Dearborn, Michigan: Mark V Publications, 2005], Church Postils, 
Summer Section, pp. 89-91)  

Continued on next page 
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...clandestine betrothals...deprive God and parents of the obedience due them... Therefore, I am deter-
mined that no clandestine betrothal shall be approved, even if the father gives his consent, because that 
only confirms the work of the devil. From the beginning of the world, the only true way of doing this – 
among the Gentiles, the papacy, and among us – has been for the parents on both sides to come togeth-
er and give their children in marriage... Whatever is contrary to this is against God, who has forbidden it, 
and this method prevailed until the present day among both the Gentiles and the Jews. Afterward came 
the devil’s head at Rome with his other way of doing it, the devil’s way, which is this: because the son in-
tends to do something honorable, namely, get married, he can do this without the knowledge and consent 
of his parents, whether father or mother. That is such an evil thing that one can scarcely say it aloud. God 
says, “Honor your father.” The pope says, “That is not necessary if your intention is to do something hon-
orable.” Consider whether it is God or the pope who speaks properly. God says, “Honor.” The pope says, 
“No, but I say that you may well [do otherwise],” etc. There make the sign of the cross. (“Sermon for the 
Second Sunday after Epiphany” [1544], Luther’s Works, Vol. 58 [Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 
2010], pp. 83-84) 

In Haggai 2[:6-9] we read: “For thus says the Lord of hosts: once again, in a little while, I will shake the 
heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all nations, so that the consolation 
of the Gentiles (chemdath) shall come, and I will fill this house with splendor, says the Lord of hosts. The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. The splendor of this latter house shall be great-
er than the former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.” 
This is another of those passages which pains the Jews intensely. They...take up and crucify the expres-
sion “consolation of the Gentiles,” in Hebrew chemdath... They insist that this term does not refer to the 
Messiah, but that it designates the gold and silver of all the Gentiles. Grammatically, the word chemdath 
really means desire or pleasure; thus it would mean that the Gentiles have a desire for or take pleasure 
and delight in something. ... What do the Gentiles desire? Gold, silver, gems! ... Further, how does it hap-
pen that such very intelligent teachers and wise, holy prophets do not also apply the word 
“desire” (chemdath) to all the other desires of the Gentiles? For the Gentiles desire not only gold and silver 
but also pretty girls, and the women desire handsome young men. ... Why, then, do the Jews not interpret 
this verse of the prophet to mean that such desires of all the Gentiles also will shortly come to Jerusalem, 
so that the Jews alone might fill their bellies and feast on the world’s joys? For such a mode of life Mu-
hammad promises his Saracens. In that respect he is a genuine Jew, and the Jews are genuine Saracens 
according to this interpretation. ... Therefore, dear Christian, be on your guard against the Jews, who...are 
consigned by the wrath of God to the devil, who has not only robbed them of a proper understanding of 
Scripture, but also of ordinary human reason, shame, and sense, and only works mischief with Holy Scrip-
ture through them. ... For anyone who dares to juggle the awesome word of God so frivolously and 
shamefully as you see it done here...cannot have a good spirit dwelling in him. Therefore, wherever you 
see a genuine Jew, you may with a good conscience cross yourself and bluntly say: “There goes a devil 
incarnate.” (“On the Jews and Their Lies,” Luther’s Works, Vol. 47 [Philadelphia, Fortress Press, 1971], pp. 
209-14) Note: When Luther speaks of “a genuine Jew” and “a devil incarnate,” he is not saying that Jew-
ish people as a racial group are devils, but he is referring to the demonic “spirit” that he perceives to be 
dwelling within false teachers and false prophets (whether Jews or Gentiles) who “juggle the awesome 
word of God so frivolously and shamefully.” The fact that Luther also calls Muhammad “a genuine Jew” 
demonstrates that he is using this phrase as a description of someone who adheres to a certain kind of be-
lief system, and not as a description of someone who belongs to a particular ethnic group. At the conclu-
sion of the treatise from which this quotation is taken, Luther says (in regard to the Jews) that he wants his 
readers “to understand not only that their belief is false but that they are surely possessed by all devils.” 
He then immediately goes on to express this prayerful wish: “May Christ, our dear Lord, convert them mer-
cifully...” (p. 306). 

Continued on next page 
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ADDENDA: 

Among all the ancient writers there is indeed frequent mention of the sign of the cross. ...at the time of 
Tertullian and afterward the Christians with their fingers formed a transverse figure like a cross in the air, 
and in this way identified themselves. It was...a profession and reminder that they believed in Christ 
crucified, and that they were placing all their hope and confidence in Him. (Martin Chemnitz, 
Examination of the Council of Trent, Part IV [Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1986], p. 94) 

If you are tempted, hasten to sign yourself on the forehead against the devil, provided you make it with 
faith, not for men to see but knowing how to use it like a breastplate. Then the adversary, seeing the 
power that comes from the heart, will flee. This is what Moses imaged forth through the passover lamb 
that was sacrificed, when he sprinkled the thresholds and smeared the doorposts with its blood. He was 
pointing to the faith that we now have in the perfect Lamb. By signing our forehead and eyes with our 
hand, we repulse him who seeks to destroy us. (Hippolytus of Rome, “The Apostolic Tradition” [ca. 215 
A.D.], in Lucien Deiss, Springtime of the Liturgy [Collegeville, Minnesota: The Liturgical Press, 1979], p. 
153) 

There is a lot of information on the Internet about the practice of making the sign of the cross. Those who 
write about this practice from a distinctly Lutheran perspective include Adolph Spaeth, Paul H. D. Lang, 
Harold L. Senkbeil, John M. Dreyer, and Richard A. Krause (on the web site of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod). The Ukrainian Orthodoxy web site, the Signum Crucis web site, Byzantines.net, 
Virtualology.com, the Christianity Today web site, and Conservapedia offer some interesting historical 
background on the sign of the cross. The Defenders of the Catholic Faith web site provides many 
patristic citations on the subject. 
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SEMINARIAN SPOTLIGHT: 
THE SESSA FAMILY 

Dear Gloria Dei Family, 

 

The generosity that you’ve shown my family is just tremendous. 
Whether you realize this or not, God has shown us His love and 
provision through your actions. We are deeply grateful for your 
prayers, love, and fiscal support. 

As we approach our second Christmas away from friends and family in 
Florida, we are remembering fondly our time at Gloria Dei. The hanging of the greens, the two 
different sized trees, and spending the entire eve of Christmas at church. I especially miss the 
processional and waving the incense. I suppose part of life is learning to hold the things that we 
cherish with an open hand. 

We will be back in Florida next summer and we look forward to sharing the sacrament of the altar 
with all of you. 

Love, 
Sam, Leah, Ben & Charli 



 

 SEMINARIAN SPOTLIGHT: 
THE BLANKEN FAMILY 

Please keep our seminarian families in your prayers: 

Sam, Leah, Ben and Charlotte Sessa, 10970 Roxbury Plaza, Apt 322, Omaha, NE 68137  

Devin, Melissa, Penny and Devin, Jr. Murphy 909 13th St. N, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 

Alex and Annie Blanken, 5609 Old Dover Blvd., Apt 6, Ft Wayne, IN 46835 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Greetings from Fort Wayne! We have had so many changes in the past 
two months; it truly is amazing how the Lord has provided for us in ways 
we couldn’t have imagined. 

We were thrilled to share a video with you about our baby’s birth and 
introduce you to her. In case you missed the video, we welcomed our 
daughter, Evelyn Natalie Blanken, into our arms at 3:10pm on December 
3rd, 2016. She weighed 8 lbs., 5 oz. and was 20 and a half inches long. 
Both she and I were healthy and the delivery went quickly and smooth-
ly.  

Both sets of parents were there for her birth, and Walter & Idoris stayed 
for over a week in town, cooking meals for us and helping us adjust to 
those long nights with a newborn. Walter and Alex found a reasonable 
used car for Alex to take to and from the Seminary, also to pick up Eve-
lyn from daycare when he finishes classes sooner than I finish school days. 

Evelyn was baptized on December 11th by Pastor John Dreyer at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Pastor 
Dreyer is the Director of Admissions at the Seminary. He is a critical part of why we are here in Fort 
Wayne and he reached out to Alex to come visit back in July 2015. He even came down to visit us and 
Gloria Dei in November of 2015. Since we knew we wouldn’t make it to Florida for Christmas, we asked 
Pastor Dreyer if he would be willing to baptize her and he was honored.  

The week between Christmas and New Year’s was a challenge for us that we couldn’t have anticipat-
ed. I contracted pink eye in both eyes, then the stomach flu. Alex took care of Evelyn while I was conta-
gious, and thankfully, they both stayed healthy. We also experienced a dead battery in our mini SUV, 
and a flat tire on our “new” (used) car.  

In the midst of those challenges, some wonderful people emerged, visiting us at our apartment and 
keeping us company. The Seminary Women’s Assembly created a meal train and brought us meals for 
a week. A friend ran an errand for us when neither of us could leave the house. We were blessed in so 
many ways and provided for when we needed help. 

We also received an abundance of cards and packages in the mail—mostly from you; our Gloria Dei 
family. We truly appreciated hearing from you and wished we could have made it down to South Flori-
da for Christmas. Plane tickets were extremely pricey, and driving in winter weather with a newborn 
such a long distance didn’t seem reasonable, so we made the decision to visit in the summer. We can-
not wait to see you and for you to meet our little girl. 

We hope you are all enjoying the wonderful sunshine and greenery. Feel free to come visit if you get 
too warm in Florida; they tell us it is typical to get to -30 degrees here in the winter. We love and miss 
all of you and are thankful for your prayers, thoughtfulness and continued support.  

Your family in Christ, 

Alex, Annie & Evelyn 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism was celebrated 
on November 27, 2016 for Mila Faith Rubin, 

daughter of Justin and Allison Rubin. 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism was 
celebrated on December 11, 2016 for Evelyn 

Natalie Blanken, daughter of Alexander and 
Annie Blanken.  

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism was 
celebrated on December 18, 2016 for Jaxson 

Patrick Geromanos, son of John and 
Alexandria Geromanos. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism was celebrated on 
December 18, 2016 for Mikayla Ray Guerrero, daughter 

of Felix and Jaclyn Guerrero. 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism was 
celebrated on December 25, 2016 for 

Frederick James Fisler, III. 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism was 
celebrated on January 15, 201 for Lena Grace 

Lewis, daughter of Michael and Lakeisha 
Lewis. 



 

 

You may recall that our first camp‐out was in December.  It was great!  Each family took care of their 
own supper Friday, so there was no cooking that evening, but we did enjoy S’mores!!  Some of the girls had 
never had them before and really enjoyed themselves.  With campfires come songs and what be er songs to 
sing in December than Christmas songs?!  Before it got too late, we held a flag re rement ceremony for four 
United States flags.  Each girl and all family members par cipated.  It was a respec ul and memorable 
experience. 

Around 3am, we heard drops of rain on the tents and it con nued to rain most of the morning.  The 
Explorers cooked Breakfast Burritos under shelter and the rain did not dampen anyone’s appe te!  A er the 
Pioneers and Tenderhearts cleaned up, and as the rain con nued, we made some trail mix and then headed 
out on a hike.  We explored the tower and park trails, including the boardwalk, where we saw a couple of water 
snakes.  We eventually headed back to camp and decided that we would call off the remainder of the camp‐
out. Wet is one thing; wet and cool another!  We wanted to make sure the girls (and parents!) had a posi ve 
first camping experience.  J 

Our last get‐together was an Awards Ceremony and Christmas Party.  The girls who are new to AHG 
received their Joining Awards and everyone received badges their unit had been working on.  It will be fun to 
see all of the new badges on the girls’ vest when we meet again on the 19th of January! 

The leaders met on January 5th and planned the remainder of this school year.  We are planning 
ac vi es like a Daddy‐Daughter Dance, a fashion show (part of the My Style Badge), a Mother‐Daughter 
Brunch, and another camp‐out.  We’re also planning to march in the Orange Blossom Parade in Davie!  

Take a look at our bulle n board in the hallway just before you reach the women’s bathroom.  You will find 

informa on about American Heritage Girls as well as informa on specific to our Troop.  You are invited to take the 

bookmarks and informa on slips to share with families who have daughters you think might be interested in the 

program. 

Please spread the word about your troop.  If anyone is interested in more informa on, they can contact Jim or Debbie 
MacGregor at 785‐207‐3796 or send an email to ahg.fl1483@gmail.com or email Darla Schulte at 
darla_schulte@bellsouth.net. 



 

 

January  2017  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
11:00am-Divine Service 

2  
 

3 4  
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
 

5  
5pm-American Heritage 
Girls 

6 
 

7 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9am LWML Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 

8 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 
 

9 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

10 
 

11 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8pm-Christianity 102 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 

15 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 
 

16 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
6:30pm-School Board 
Meeting 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

17 
6:30pm-Church Council 

18 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8pm-Christianity 102 

19 
5pm-American Heritage 
Girls 

20 
 

21 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9am LWML Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
 

22 

Academy Sunday 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 
 

23 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 
 

24 
 
 

25 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8pm-Christianity 102 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
12:00pm LWML Movie 

29 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

30 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

31  
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8pm-Christianity 102 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
January 2017 / February 2017 

Taylor Conner 1/1 

Norman Sitter 1/2 

Trudy Jackson 1/4 

Everett Yost 1/5 

Mark Macha 1/6 

Myron Blair 1/6 

Jeri James 1/11 

Phyllis Pinter 1/11 

Chelsea Foster 1/11 

Jeanne Smith 1/12 

Jose Urtecho 1/12 

Martha Hollingsworth 1/13 

Toni Grillo 1/15 

Jackie Geromanos 1/17 

Collin Pappas 1/17 

Willis Devier 1/18 

Lori Gregory 1/20 

Jayden Rubin 1/20 

Michael Geisler 1/21 

Mattherw Gomulka Jr 1/22 

Jeff Pinter 1/22 

Susan Stumpf 1/24 

Lori Hines 1/24 

Marcia Agriesti 1/26 

Cody Urtecho 1/27 

Glen Josephs 1/28 

Alexandria Heller 1/31 

*Abigail Lehman 2/4 

*Rev. David Preus 2/4 

Wendy Yost 2/4 

Joy Reitsma 2/8 

Alexandra Elam 2/9 

Chloe Schmaus 2/10 

Arlene Francis 2/10 

James Poulos 2/11 

Ronnie Reitsma 2/12 

Maria Shore 2/13 

Katelyn Grimmett 2/13 

Jason Jackson Schulte 2/18 

 

*Missionary Family  

ANNIVERSARIES 
January 2017 / February 2017 

Jeff and Phyllis Pinter 1/3 

Fritz and Karin Schmidt 1/4 

Nicholas and Vera Babzien 2/6 

David and Jeanne Smith 2/12 

Pastor George and Ginger Poulos 2/12 

Dennis and Sharon Adams 2/16 

John and Jackie Geromanos 2/21 

Michael and Christina Biscoglio 2/22 

Bruce and Gayle Caruso 2/22 

 

 

*Missionary Family  
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1. for all those who are incarcerated 
during this holiday season, that they 
would make use of the opportunities 
available to them so that they might 
become more hopeful, productive 
and helpful both during their incar-
ceration and upon their release.

2. for the families and friends of in-
mates, that they might turn to Christ 
as their help and stay in time of need 
and that they might encourage their 
loved one to do the same.

3. for the children of prisoners, that
they might find good role models 
who will teach them about God’s 
love and set them on the right path 
for their lives.

4. with thanksgiving for those 
who write letters, visit, teach, donate 
Bibles and pray for prisoners and their 
families.

5. with thanksgiving for all those 
who help and give instruction, aid and 
gifts to children who have an incarcer-
ated parent.

6. for all those who work in prisons 
and jails, that the Lord might keep 
them safe every day as they perform 
the duties of their jobs.

7. for judges and all those in 
the court system, that they might 
make wise judgments with justice 
and mercy.

8. for incarcerated unbelievers, that
they would be brought to a repen-
tant faith so that they may expe-
rience the true freedom that only 
Christ can give as they serve out 
their sentences.

9. for all Christian prisoners, that
their light would so shine amongst 
the lost, lonely, depressed and 
despairing that others would seek 
what they have so they, too, can live 
in peace and hope.

10. for the victims of crimes, that
they would live in Christ’s love and 
forgiveness as they learn to love 
and forgive those who have hurt or 
harmed them.

11. for prison chaplains, that they
might be nourished in God’s Word dai-
ly so they can continue to give those 
gifts that lead to life and salvation.

12. for prison/jail volunteers, that
they might find joy in bringing God’s 
Word of hope and healing to those 
behind bars.

13. for all who commit crimes due 
to hunger, hopelessness or addiction, 
that they might receive their daily 
bread, freedom from sin and the 
hope of eternal life that only Christ 
can give.

14. for all parishioners, that
they might be welcoming to ex-
offenders seeking to worship the 
one, true God.

15. for those returning home from 
prison, that they might find the 
necessary food, clothing, shelter, 
transportation, relationships and 
fruitful employment to meet their 
daily needs and help them stay on 
the straight and narrow with the 
help of God.

Pray For Us Calendar
These prayer requests were submitted by coworkers in the Lord’s mission. 
Congregations and individuals are invited to copy these pages for newsletters or other 
distribution. Download at lcms.org/prayforus or call 888-843-5267 to request a copy.

Remember God’s work in the lives of the incarcerated as you pray:

PRISON AND JAIL MINISTRY — JANUARY 1–15  In keeping with God’s Word, pastors, deaconesses and laity in The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) have been visiting the incarcerated and encouraging those who serve them 
for more than 100 years. To educate and support these volunteers, the LCMS has co-sponsored synodwide prison/jail 
ministry conferences and helped to produce several devotionals for prisoners.

INVOLVEMENT IDEAS
• In a world bent down and suffering
under the darkness of death in all its 
forms, individual members of the LCMS 
are standing tall to talk about how they 
see the world through God-given, hope-
filled eyes of life. Read their stories at 
eyesoflife.org.

• Do you know someone in prison, or
are you interested in gaining insight into 
the day-to-day life of the incarcerated? 
Download Prisoner’s Reflections: 
Meditations for Prisoners, a free 
devotional book specifically for those 
behind bars: blogs.lcms.org/2016/
meditations-for-prisoners.

• LCMS Life Ministry’s Ultrasound 
Education Project brings the 
miracle and sanctity of human life 
into the middle-school and high-
school classroom through the use of 
ultrasound technology. Visit lcms.org/
life for information on how to order this 
free resource.

A chaplain from Humanitri, an LCMS 
Recognized Service Organization in St. Louis, 
prays with prisoners.

PHOTOS: HUMANITRI, ISTOCK, LCMS COMMUNICATIONS/ERIK M. LUNSFORD

http://eyesoflife.org
http://blogs.lcms.org/2016/meditations-for-prisoners
http://blogs.lcms.org/2016/meditations-for-prisoners
http://lcms.org/life
http://lcms.org/life


16.  for all people, that they would 
choose life in accord with God’s will 
and by the power of His Spirit.

17.  for parents at the birth of a child, 
that they would rejoice in their gift 
and look forward to the many bless-
ings that lie ahead as they live with 
You as their center.

18.  for all children, that they would 
be brought to the saving waters of 
Baptism and raised in the love, nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord.

19.  for LCMS Life Ministry, that it 
would continue to be our church’s 
voice and advocate for the sanctity of 
human life around the world.

20.  for all women who have aborted 
their children, that they would repent 
and not lose hope, but turn to the 
Lord of life and receive His healing 
balm for their hurting souls.

21.  for families that long for children, 
that God would give them patience 
and peace as they await His will.

22.  that God would bless the 
work of Lutherans For Life, an LCMS 
Recognized Service Organization, 
as it seeks to equip Lutherans to be 
Gospel-motivated voices for life.

23.  for the parents of a stillborn child, 
that they might put their trust in Your 
gracious mercy as they suffer through 
their sorrow and loss.

24.  for the elderly, that they would 
be godly examples to the young as 
they are patient in their tribulations, 
joyful in their hope, firm in their faith 
and humble in all they say and do.

25.  for the aged, that they would re-
ceive care, understanding and respect 
as their strength diminishes and their 
bodies fail.

26.  for those 
near death, that 
they would 
receive Your 
mercy and not 
let the fear of 
death overcome 
them or destroy 
their faith and 
hope in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord.

27.  for the National March for Life, 
taking place today in Washington, 
D.C. Please pray that all those who 
attend might be a powerful witness 
to the importance of standing up 
for those who cannot stand up for 
themselves.

28.  for the 2017 LCMS Life 
Conference, which is taking place now 
in Arlington, Va. Pray that those in 
attendance would be equipped to 
speak up for life, and ask the Lord to 
give them safe travels home.

29.  for our doctors and nurses, 
that they would make wise medical 
decisions for the patients under 
their care, upholding the sanctity 
of life even in the most difficult 
situations.

30.  for maternity homes and crisis-
pregnancy centers around the world, 
that God would provide the support 
they need to love and care for people 
in desperate circumstances.

31.  for the Synod’s two maternity 
homes: A Place of Refuge Ministries 
in Milwaukee and Redeeming Life 
Maternity Home in Sanford, Fla. Ask 
the Lord to richly bless the work of 
these two ministries as they share 
the love of God with women and 
children in need.
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MISSIONARY & PERSONNEL BIRTHDAYS
Download the prayer cards of 
missionaries and other personnel from  
lcms.org/prayercards.

Jan. 5  David Erber, Africa

Jan. 8  Monta (Boom) Denow, Asia;
  Tom Going, Japan

Jan. 12  Dennis Denow, Asia;
  David Lyon, Asia;
  Matthew Ruesch, Puerto Rico

Jan. 13 Martin Dicke, Papua New Guinea

Jan. 18  Charles Froh, Kenya

Jan. 21  Cullen Duke, Peru;
  Robin McCoy, Thailand

Jan. 24  Dale Kaster, Ghana

Jan. 27  Mary Garetson, Hong Kong;
  Steven Mahlburg, Macau

Jan. 29  Krista Trump, Africa

Jan. 30  Peter Burfeind, Toledo, Ohio

MILITARY CHAPLAINS WITH BIRTHDAYS IN JANUARY: 
Chaplain Richard Malmstrom, Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center, Md.; 
Chaplain Peter Mueller, Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds, Md.; Chaplain John Thomson, Guam; 
Chaplain Lynn Wilson, Rapid City, S.D.; 
Chaplain Jason Dart, Key West, Fla. 

LCMS LIFE MINISTRY — JANUARY 16–31  Through numerous domestic and international programs, The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod’s (LCMS) Life Ministry supports and encourages life “in the image of God.” The ministry also 
coordinates the Synod’s presence at many pro-life events and carries the banner that all life is sacred.

Remember God’s love for life as you pray:

Resident and expectant mother Tiffany Busse nuzzles her son, Ezekiel 
Vela, during playtime at A Place of Refuge in Milwaukee.



An update from your missionaries serving 
our Lord in Spain 

Lehman Family Newsletter 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Well, the Lord continues to bless my 
family and me as we seek to proclaim the 
good news of Jesus here in Spain! The 
folks here are a constant inspiration and 
example of the Christian life for us. 

We recently finished our Asamblea (our 
annual gathering of all the members of 
IELE throughout the country), and it was 
a great blessing to all who were in 
attendance. There was insightful teaching 
(provided by Dr. Arthur Just), wise 
decisions made by the Asamblea, faithful 
worship services, and singing that nearly 
took the roof off of the building! It was yet 
another opportunity to be reminded of 
how blessed I am to be serving the Lord’s 
people in this great country. 

As for the kiddos, they are all doing very 
well. School is going much more smoothly 
for each of them as they have really begun 
to grasp the Spanish language more fully. 
Indeed, I would dare to go so far as to say 
that Spain has become their home in every 
sense of the word! And for that we rejoice! 

A group photo from the Asamblea 

The kids singing before the Divine 
Service 

 In our June 2015 Gloria Dei Congregational meeting, we formally adopted the 
Rev. Adam Lehman family as our missionaries to Spain. 



How to Contact 
and Support 

Pastor Lehman 
Blog:   

www.staticadventures.wordpress.
com 

Email:        
adam.lehman@lcmsintl.org 

Giving Page:    
www.lcms.org/lehman 

You may support my work with a 
tax-deductible gift on my Giving 

Page (listed above), or with a 
check payable to “The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod.” Be sure 
to include “Lehman-Spain” on the 

memo line, and send to:  

Mission Central,  
40718 Highway E-16  

Mapleton, Iowa, 51034 

******************************** 
To have your name added or 
removed from the newsletter 

mailing list, simply send an email 
to adam.lehman@lcmsintl.org 

and include either “ADD” or 
“REMOVE” in the subject line. 

******************************** 

As we approach the one-year anniversary of 
moving to Spain (mid-December), we also 
want to take the opportunity to thank you for 
the support that we have been receiving from 
all of you. I wish that I were able to put into 
words the depth of my gratitude. We know 
that we are being prayed for and supported, 
and this is a great comfort as we continue to 
proclaim the Gospel at every opportunity that 
the Lord creates for us. I only wish that you 
could all come and see what the Lord is doing 
here in Spain!

Prayer Requests 
Even as I thank you for keeping us in your 
prayers, I ask that you continue to pray for us. 
And please know that we keep all of you in our 
prayers as well. 

I would also ask that you continue to pray for 
Pastor David and Shelee Warner, our fellow 
missionaries here in Spain. They have been a 
great blessing to my family and me, and we 
thank God for them. 

Please also continue pray for your brothers 
and sisters of IELE (the Iglesia Evangélica 
Luterana España). The Lord continues to 
teach me through these incredibly faithful 
brothers and sisters in Christ. The Body of 
Christ knows no boundaries or boarders. 
These are your brothers and sisters, united 
through the same Christ and the same Holy 
Baptism! 

I would ask that you also say a special prayer 
for the pastors and seminarians here in Spain. 
These faithful men are committed to sharing 
the pure Gospel with their homeland, and they 
continue to be an example of selflessness and 
humble service to our Lord. 

The Lord bless and keep all of you. 

Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Adam Lehman 



 

 

The Preus Family in the Dominican Republic 

Llegamos! 
We have arrived! Upon our arrival to Santiago de los Caballeros, Dominican Republic, we received a very 
generous reception from the missionary team. We are so happy to be here, and we know that God has wonder-
ful things in store for His Church. We look forward to staying in touch with you and sharing the progress of 
God's work in the Dominican Republic. We are excited to share with you the work being done on this mission 
field in Santiago. God bless all of you and keep you steadfast in His Word! 

 

From St. Louis to Santiago...  
We received Andreas's visa on October 30th just in time for our 
departure from St. Louis and arrival at the Cibao International 
Airport on November 3rd. Moving a family of nine through the 
airport was quite the struggle, but we were overjoyed at the gener-
ous welcome we received from the missionary team here in Santi-
ago. We have since settled into our new home (pictured), acquired 
a twelve passenger van ("una guagua") and bought an insurance 
policy for the next year. Each day we have been getting things 
done. We have duplicated our keys, gotten the electric garage door fixed, figured out the Dominican curren-
cy, learned how to buy and cook food, hired a plumber to fix our toilets, and we are still stumbling through 
every-day Spanish in order to get our electricity and house in good order. I have started formal Spanish les-
sons, but no sooner have I had the opportunity to preach several sermons in broken Spanish. Jenny, too, is 
working hard to keep the house, and she will begin her Spanish lessons after the New Year. We have a long 
way to go, but these baby steps, which are everything we are able to do, are critical in becoming effective 
missionaries.   

 

Tragedy and Triumph 
On November 10th at midnight, Erasmo, a member of our old-
est congregation in Palmar Arriba, suffered a massive heart 
attack and died at the age of forty. He left behind a grieving 
wife, Mildred, and their three daughters. Only a week into my 
missionary work, I had the opportunity to read 1 Thess. 4:13-
18 with a short sermon to follow. With about three hundred 
people in attendance, the funeral was a wonderful opportunity 
to preach the good news of Christ's death and resurrection to 
the community of Palmar. Erasmo knew that his Redeemer 
lives before he died. As Mildred is naturally very concerned 
about how she will make end's meet and put her daughters through school, we have a tremendous opportunity 
to proclaim the gospel of Christ and invite her to put her mind on spiritual things. Jesus says: "But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you" (Matthew 6:33). 
We know that God, who has given her the greater gift of salvation for the sake of Jesus, who bore her sins and 
those of her husband, and carried their sorrows, will easily give her the lesser gift of daily bread. May God 
comfort Mildred and her family during this time of grief! We are one church richly blessed by God, and we 
have so much to be thankful for!   

In our June 2015 Gloria Dei Congregational meeting, we formally adopted the 
Rev. David Preus family as our missionaries to the Dominican Republic. 



 

 

  

Torrential rain in Palmar 
Over the last few days and for the next week we are visiting the family of 
Mildred and her in-laws in order to bring the gospel of Christ's resurrec-
tion to this afflicted family in Palmar Arriba. On Sunday, I had quite the 
adventure. It has been raining almost nonstop for many days, and the 
river has flooded for the first time in seven years. Having just begun to 
drive, I came to the river, but since I was unable to cross due to flooding, 
I turned back and found another route to the mountain village of Palmar. 
Fortunately, I arrived in plenty of time to participate in a short Vespers 
service for the family. It is essential that I establish a relationship with 
this family as I will soon be installed as their pastor. Idjon, a dutiful serv-
ant of the church and our vicar living in Palmar, had a magnificent ser-
mon on Job emphasizing the comfort of the resurrection of the body and 
eternal life with Jesus. My way back to Santiago proved even more diffi-
cult than the way up. The torrential rains forced me to find the highest 
point of the road in order to cross the overflowing river. Relying on the 
locals for directions, I crossed over the rapids and found my way back 
home. (I am thankful for all of my hunting adventures in Montana, which taught me how to navigate moun-
tain roads.) Tomorrow is another day of work in Christ's vineyard as we continue our daily services for the 
grieving family. Nothing gives me greater joy than to bring the saving gospel of Jesus to Mildred and her 
family. God give them strength and hope! And may he grant me safe travels through this tropical mountain 
forest.  

 

Torrential rain in Palmar 
Over the last few days and for the next week we are visiting the family of 
Mildred and her in-laws in order to bring the gospel of Christ's resurrec-
tion to this afflicted family in Palmar Arriba. On Sunday, I had quite the 
adventure. It has been raining almost nonstop for many days, and the 
river has flooded for the first time in seven years. Having just begun to 
drive, I came to the river, but since I was unable to cross due to flooding, 
I turned back and found another route to the mountain village of Palmar. 
Fortunately, I arrived in plenty of time to participate in a short Vespers 
service for the family. It is essential that I establish a relationship with 
this family as I will soon be installed as their pastor. Idjon, a dutiful serv-
ant of the church and our vicar living in Palmar, had a magnificent ser-
mon on Job emphasizing the comfort of the resurrection of the body and 
eternal life with Jesus. My way back to Santiago proved even more diffi-
cult than the way up. The torrential rains forced me to find the highest 
point of the road in order to cross the overflowing river. Relying on the 
locals for directions, I crossed over the rapids and found my way back 
home. (I am thankful for all of my hunting adventures in Montana, which taught me how to navigate moun-
tain roads.) Tomorrow is another day of work in Christ's vineyard as we continue our daily services for the 
grieving family. Nothing gives me greater joy than to bring the saving gospel of Jesus to Mildred and her 
family. God give them strength and hope! And may he grant me safe travels through this tropical mountain 
forest.  

 

Reflections from home, by the Preus kids  
 
Question: 
What is the biggest highlight from this past week for you?  

Hans (13): "The drive home from the airport and seeing our house again.  
Also, getting more settled into our home. Oh, and my birthday.  
And getting my finger nipped by a lizard." 

Rebekah (11): "I do miss my friends a lot. But I do like getting my room  
set up and also look forward to going to school soon." 

Rolf (8): "Well, not much has changed. I still goof off and make jokes most of the time. And I caught a lizard but it de-
tached its tail and got away."  

Lena (7): "I had fun going to the swimming pool near our house. The music was really loud there. Right now the lan-
guage sounds like gibberish but I'm going to learn it soon." 

Søren (5): "My favorite thing is playing transformers. Also, going on the plane was fun." 

Leif (2): "The house. The tree."Mom: "Oh, you like our house and the lemon tree in the back yard?" Leif: "Sure." 

Andreas (3½  months): (Blowing raspberries) "Coo, coo. Ah." 

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to: The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, 
MO 63166-6861. Make check payable to The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Preus-Dominican” in the memo line. 
Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at http://www.lcms.org/preus. 

https://www.facebook.com/Preus.Dominican 



 

 

Celebrating New Years is a celebration of the past and the future. We take stock of the past with 
thanksgiving and sometimes even relief (that it’s over), and we look to the future in the hope and 
anticipation and perhaps even worry of what it holds.  

The point is that New Year’s celebrations remind us of who we are as opposed to who we would like to be; 
what we have done in comparison to what we want to do. It reminds us of our accomplishments, but mostly 
it reminds us of our failures. What we’ve lost. Who we’ve lost.  

New Years is our own version of Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol. And we all play Scrooge. We are 
visited by the ghosts of our pasts, presents, and futures. 

St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 
that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. As it is written, ‘He 
has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.’ He who supplies seed 
to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us will 
produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor 9:6–15). 

St. Paul tells us that the Lord of all will both supply and increase what you need to give to the church for its 
work in and for the world. He tells us that this work that God is doing in us will enrich and bless us in every 
way and through this it will produce thanksgiving to God. With this in mind, here is some practical advice to 
help you take stock of your giving of years past, which will help you to change what needs to be changed, 
improved, or done away with altogether. 

First, attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. If you’ve not been 
faithful in attending worship to hear the preaching of God’s Word, to receive forgiveness, and feast of the 
rich food of our Lord’s body and blood for the eternal benefit of your body and soul, then repent and come 
to receive the gifts God freely gives. God doesn’t want your money. He wants you—all of you (Matt 22:20–
22).  

Second, pray for the Lord’s help. Your right as a Christian is to speak with your Father, the King of all 
creation, freely through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Go to the throne of grace and ask for strength and 
wisdom to follow His bidding faithfully (John 15:1–16). 

Third, consider what the Church is and what the Church does. The Church is a mercy place. It inhales the 
mercy of the Father by the death, resurrection, and ascension of His Son through the preaching of the 
Gospel and the Sacraments. It exhales this mercy in love toward the neighbor. You are a member of the 
Church, of God’s family. Thus, you are not only a recipient of God’s mercy, but a bearer of that mercy for 
the life of the world. You spread that mercy in showing mercy through the generous giving of your income 
to support the work of the Church in and for the world, as the Israelites did in the Old Testament (Lev 27:1–
34). 

Fourth, take stock of your current giving in light of the New Testament’s teaching on supporting the work of 
the Church. Are you giving of your first fruits, taking it out of your paycheck first, or does God get what’s 
left over? Are you giving voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you giving proportionally and generously? The 
Old Testament required a tithe, ten percent. The New Testament gives freedom to be generous, to give 
more for the Church’s work. Are you relying on God’s promise to provide and increase what you need to 
do His work? If your answer is no to any of these, repent. If God gave you His only Son, will He not provide 
for you all things, even physical things? Trust Him, His Word, and heed it.  

So, don’t let your past define your future. Rather, commit for the year a generous proportion of your 
income, which is God’s gift to you for this body and life. 

 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
http://www.lcms.org/stewardship-ministry 

WORD ON STEWARDSHIP 
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GRIEFSHARE STARTS SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2017 

 

Each one of us knows a person who is dealing with the loss of someone close to them.   
It may be a friend, family member, neighbor or coworker who is hurting.  Or it could 
even be you. This death loss could have occurred recently or ten years ago.  
GRIEFSHARE   is a Christ-centered video seminar series that features some of the 
nation’s foremost Christian experts on grief and recovery topics as seen from a biblical 
perspective.   The video seminars are combined with support group discussion of the 
materials presented during the video. One also has the opportunity to participate in a 
quiet time on their own in their workbook reflecting upon the Word of God.  GriefShare 
is a place where many people have found that they can begin putting their lives back 
together again after a personal loss. Of necessity, all that is shared within the group 
remains confidential. 

Gloria Dei will repeat the 15 week program starting Saturday, February 11 at 1:00 p.m. 
in the Chapel.  We ask that newcomers come in at 12:30 p.m. to register.  The 
registration fee is $ 25.00 which covers the cost of the workbook, Tool Box and 
Resource Manual. 

We join about 60,000 churches worldwide who sponsor GriefShare not only for their 
own congregation members but the local community at large.   

Brochures and cards covering this support group are available in the Fellowship 
Hallway as well as in the Narthex. Please take a copy, read it and pass it along to 
another person.    We are reminded that even mature Christians with a solid faith need 
ongoing comfort and encouragement during the grieving period which can be lengthy 
and intense.  You will find encouragement, hope and friends who will walk the grief 
journey with you.  Questions?  Contact Linda Malone at 954-270-3321 or the church 
office. 

Do you know someone in another area who could be helped through GriefShare?  Or 
do you wish to attend but not at Gloria Dei?    If so, please go www.griefshare.org and 
link onto “Find a Group”, follow the directions and you will obtain information on 
churches who sponsor GriefShare.    The GriefShare website contains much grief 
recovery information, a self study as well as daily devotions to which anyone can 
subscribe. 

We thank those of you who have shared the GriefShare ministry in our community for it 
is “word of mouth” publicity that is our best advertisement.  Please keep our 
GriefShare ministry in your prayers.  Thank you and may God bless each of you. 

 

In His Service, The GriefShare Team; Judy, Millicent, Marian, Linda and Harry.  

GRIEFSHARE 



 

 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  

Merry Christmas! and Happy New Year! 
Our Christmas Brunch held on Saturday, December 3rd was a wonderful event.  34 ladies 

joined together to have some great food, lots of laughter and wonderful fellowship!  Our theme 
was “Christmas around the world” The countries that were spotlighted were Germany, Greece, 

Mexico, Italy, Norway, Jamaica, Nicaragua and the USA. We found out a lot about each 
country and even had some food from them. It really amazed me how we all have a lot of the 

same traditions, from eating special meals together to going to church to having nativity sets in 
our homes. Our devotion was “Are you Ready?” Were Joseph and Mary ready? Are we ready 

for Jesus? The only one that was ready was Jesus! 
Our Gifts from the Heart were collected for the seminarians and their families.  We collected 
over $700.00 in cash and cards for them. We are truly blessed that we are able to help them 

as they go through seminary. 

Women of Gloria Dei 
You are cordially invited to a wedding!  

“My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2” 
When: Saturday January 28th 

Time: 12:00 p.m. 
Where: Room 32 

 
Come and enjoy this hilarious movie, great fellowship and some 

wonderful wedding goodies Any questions please contact the 
church office 954-475-0683 

LWML Quarterly Renewal 
$5.00 per subscription for 4 magazines 

This is a great gift for your prayer partner! 
Please contact Gayle Caruso (954) 475-0683 to order. 

Orders must be in no later than February 19, 2017 

Keep collecting those mites! As 
of December 29th we have 
collected $ 934.00 for the 
national and district mission 

grants.  If you need a mite box 
please see the purple table in 

the hallway. 

Please join us on the 1st and 3rd Saturday  
of each month at 9:00 a.m. for  

Breakfast/Bible Study 
All women of Gloria Dei are invited 

to share in the fellowship, food 
and studying God’s word. 
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 BIBLE STUDIES 

Please join the women of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League  
 

1st and 3rd Saturdays  
at 9 a.m.—11 a.m  

for Breakfast/Bible study 
We will meet in the chapel.  

All women are invited! 

Joyful Hearts  
Women’s Bible Study 
Meets on Wednesday  

9:30 a.m. 
in the chapel. 

 
All women are welcome! 

PASTOR POULOS LEADS THE FOLLOWING BIBLE STUDIES 

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. "Bible Foundations!"   
Why we believe what we believe! 

Wednesday Nights, 8:00 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. "Christianity 102:” 

 The Lutheran Difference 

Monday Night Bible Study 
meets each Monday in the 
chapel at 7 p.m. 

They are studying “A Longer 
Look at the Lessons”   

Delve deeper into each 
week's three Scripture 
readings with “A Longer Look 
at the Lessons.” This Bible 
study is based on the 
lectionary in the Lutheran 
Service Book, and provides 
information about the 
readings and their contexts.   

For more information please 
contact Elaine Carstens 954-
587-8394 

Men’s Breakfast  
and Bible Study   

Every Saturday 8 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall,  

Followed by Bible Study  
In Room 32 

Hot Breakfast $4.00   
For more info  

contact Bruce Caruso  
at 954-962-4186 
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YOUR COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE FOR NEWS, INFORMATION & 
TRUTH...Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken and  produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL. You 
can listen to what you want when you want at  www.issuesetc.org and 
on the new Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 

www.LutheranPublicRadio.org 

www.worldvieweverlasting.com  

www.whatdoesthismean.org  



 

 

The owners of these businesses and 
professional services provide this monthly 

newsletter at no cost to Gloria Dei families. 

Please contact them and  
make use of their services or products. 



 

 

7601 SW 39th St. 
Davie, Florida 33328 




