
December 2017 | Volume 24 | Issue 11 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church and Academy  |  Davie, Florida 

Holiday Schedule 

School News 

American 
Heritage Girls 

Lutheran Women 
In Mission 

Calendar 

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 

Mission News 

GriefShare 

Bible Studies 

TABLE OF 
CONTENTS 

03 

05 

06 

16 

13 

08 

THE ADVENT SEASON 
The church year in the West begins with 
with a preparatory season called 
“Advent.”  The word “advent” comes from 
the Latin word adventus, meaning 
“appearing” or “coming,” referring to the 
appearing of a great king or even a god.  In 
Christian usage, it refers to the appearing 
of Jesus Christ in two ways - His first 
appearing as the Child born of the Virgin 
Mary and His second appearing in glory on 
the Last Day to judge the living and the 
dead.  You see, Advent isn’t only about 
getting ready for Christmas; it’s also about 
getting ready for Jesus’ final appearing in 
glory only the Last Day. 

We live in the last days, between Christ’s first and second appearances.  He is 
always present with us, and always has been since the beginning.  His 
presence is made audible and visible to us by the Spirit through the preached 
Word and the Sacraments.  Only briefly did the Son of God show His face 
some 2000 years ago.  Only at the end will we see His face again when He 
appears in glory.  Until then, we watch and wait for His second advent even as 
we celebrate His first. 

 St. Bernard wrote this concerning the coming of Christ:  “In the first coming, 
Christ comes in the flesh and in weakness; in the second, He comes in Spirit 
and power; in the third, He comes in glory and majesty; and the second 
coming is the means whereby we pass from the first to the third.” 

The season of Advent has its origins in France and Spain in the 4th and 5th 
centuries.  As early as 380, the Council of Saragossa urged faithful Christians 
to attend church every day from December 17 through Epiphany (January 
6).  Early calendars in both the East and the West indicated a 40 day period of 
fasting, beginning on November 14.  The liturgical principle is “fast before 
feast,” following the pattern of Lent and Easter.  Before a major feast there is a 
period of fasting - solemn, repentant preparation.  This stands in sharp contrast 
to our consumerist culture that feasts first and then diets afterward, resolving 
to “do better” in the new year.  Joyful feasting and disciplined fasting go hand 
in hand.  

Continued on next page 
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Advent has four distinct Sundays themed by the readings from the holy Gospel:  

 The 1st Sunday in Advent focuses on Christ’s appearing in glory with the image of His triumphal ride into Jeru-
salem as the messianic King.  

 The 2nd Sunday brings John the Baptizer’s prophetic voice calling Israel out to the wilderness to “prepare the 
way of the Lord.”  

 The 3rd Sunday again focuses on John the Baptizer, this time on the content of his preaching of repentance 
and his greatness as the forerunner of the Messiah.  

 The 4th Sunday emphasizes Jesus’ immaculate conception by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin 
Mary.  During the final week of Advent, it is customary to pray the “O Antiphons” from December 17 to Decem-
ber 23, a series of ancient prayers addressed to Christ in terms of Old Testament prophesy. 

 Advent is a season of quiet anticipation and expectation.  The One who once came in humility by way of Bethlehem’s 
manger, David’s donkey, and Calvary’s cross, who now comes to us hiddenly in His holy Word and the blessed Sacra-
ment of His body and blood, will soon come visibly in blazing glory to raise the dead and give eternal life to all who 
call on His Name. The tone of Advent is joyful anticipation, a mixture of holy fear and expectant joy, like that of a moth-
er-to-be awaiting the arrival of her first baby. 

 Advent is a time of sober patience.  Sadly, our instant gratification culture seems to have had more influence on the 
Church than the Church has had on the surrounding culture.  Advent has been gobbled up by the frenzy of the “winter 
holidays,” which now begin after Halloween!  By the time Christmas arrives, most are too weary to worship and too 
burned out from decking the halls to celebrate the birth of the world’s Savior with any degree of joy much less ener-
gy.  Remember, Christmas is a twelve day feast, beginning on December 25th.  In celebrating Advent in all its somber, 
sober watchfulness, we Christians can give a priceless gift to each other and to the world by showing the patient hope 
we have in Jesus’ coming. 

 The season has its own peculiar customs and traditions.  One cherished tradition is the Advent wreath.  This evergreen 
wreath with four candles is a tradition from northern Europe.  Each candle stands for one of the four Sundays in Ad-
vent.  The closed circle is a symbol of God’s eternality.  Like the circle, our Lord is without beginning and without 
end.  The evergreen branches represent the eternal life that is ours through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
a life that transcends death itself.  Just as the evergreen remains alive and fresh even in the dead of winter, so Jesus 
fills us with new life even in death.  “I am the Resurrection and the Life.  He who believes in me will live even though he 
dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die”  (John 11:25-26).   

 The candles remind us of Jesus Christ, who is the Light of the world, the Light no darkness can overcome.  They also 
represent all baptized believers in Jesus who reflect His light into the darkness of this world and proclaim Him who 
called them out of darkness into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9-10).  Each successive week in Advent, another candle 
is lit.  Sometimes smaller candles or little red berries are added to count off the days between Sundays.  At Christmas 
Eve, the Advent wreath is replaced with a single white Christ candle, signifying the appearing of Christ in the world.  

 As the candles on the Advent wreath burn ever more brightly with the approach of Christmas, we are reminded of how 
near is the coming of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Good news indeed!  He comes to judge the world in His righteousness, 
and the verdict will be “innocent” in His atoning death.  Your faith in Him will not be in vain.  He comes to save! 

 Other Advent customs include the Advent calendar with its little doors or pockets each concealing a gift or Scripture 
verse and counting the days to Christmas, and the “Jesse Tree,” depicting the family tree of Jesus as the promised 
Branch from the stem of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1).  Advent calendars and Jesse Trees make fun family projects during the sea-
son of Advent. 

 The intent of Advent is not to “take the fun” out of Christmas but to restore the joy and celebration to Christmas by 
having a period of prayerful preparation and to put the holy back into the December "holidays."  As we celebrate 
Christ’s first coming by way of the Virgin and the manger, and as we delight in His sacramental coming to us in the 
Word and Supper, we await His coming in glory at a day and an hour no one knows. 

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come 
And night shall be no more 
They need no light, no lamp, nor sun 
For Christ will be their All! 

Written by: 

Rev. William Cwirla is Pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Hacienda Heights, CA.  

Continued from previous page 



H  S  

D  E  T  

Dec. 3 (Sun) First Sunday in Advent 8:00 A.M. 

10:45 A.M. 

Dec. 6 (Wed.) Advent Service 7:00 . . 

Dec. 10 (Sun) Second Sunday in Advent 8:00 A.M. 

10:45 A.M. 

Dec. 13 (Wed.) CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 7:00 . . 
     Early Childhood 

Dec. 17 (Sun) Third Sunday in Advent 8:00 A.M. 

10:45 A.M.

Dec. 20 (Wed.) CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 7:00 . . 
K-7TH GRADE

Dec. 24 (Sun) Fourth Sunday in Advent 10:45 A.M.

(One Sunday Divine Service) 

Dec. 24 (Sun.) C  E
     C  S  7:00 . .  

11:00 . . 

Dec. 25 (Mon.) C  D 11:00 A.M. 
Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Dec. 31 First Sunday Of Christmas 10:45 A.M.

(One Sunday Divine Service)
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PLEASE HELP US DECORATE OUR SANCTUARY! 

 It is time to decorate our church sanctuary with Christmas Poinsettia plants. 
If you would like to purchase a Christmas Poinsettia plant, Please use the 
enclosed envelope. Poinsettias are $10.00 each. 

The plants can be picked up following the Christmas Day Worship or anytime 
during that week.  

The Two Giving Trees: 
One tree is for overseas military and veterans.  Soldiers Angels are asking for beef jerky, 
granola bars, krispy bars, wrapped candy, breakfast bars, small packs of cookies, Instant 
Oatmeal (in packets), crackers packets such as peanut butter or cheese, Pop Tarts. Travel 
sizes of shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, mouth wash and toothpaste, Tooth 
brushes, Decks of cards. These items will be shipped out or given to the hospitalized 
veterans.  We will be delivering these items the week of December 18th. 

The other tree is for the children of fallen police officers. The Blue Knights Organization, collects and distributes the 
toys to the children. They are looking for unwrapped, new toys for boys and girls between the ages of 2 years to 17 
year olds. Items like board games, Drawing Kits, Crafting Kits, Books, Dolls , etc. We will be collecting the toys until 
Friday December 15th  

Did You Know! 

Gloria Dei has gift cards for sale. 

Please pick up an order form on the welcome center. Turn in your completed 
Scrip order form with your payment to the Church office by noon on Monday 
and your cards will be available for pick up by noon on Friday. We also have a 
few cards on hand for same day purchasing. So before you start out for some 
shopping ~ Come see us! All proceeds benefit Gloria Dei Academy. 

The AHG Explorer unit is learning that missions can be accom-
plished right here and right now in their local communities. They 
are collecting diapers as part of their Mission Minded Badge and 
you can help. They are looking for diapers size 4 and up with a 
goal to collect 1000 diapers. The AHG Explorer unit will be visit-
ing the Florida Baptist Children's Home to deliver the diapers 
personally as part of their service requirements to earn this 
badge.  To help them reach their goal please place all donated 
diapers in the container located in the narthex. 



This month the students in VPK– 7th grade went to watch the movie The Star.  
We were so excited as our older students each received a VPK buddy for the 
day.  They rode the bus together and sat with each other at the theater.  One of 
the VPK students shared after the movie that they didn’t know that that was how 
Jesus was born. What a wonderful gift to give a child at Christmas!  The gift of a 
Savior!! We wish everyone a blessed Advent and Christmas season as we  
remember the birth of a Savior and await His return. 



 

Please spread the word about your troop.  If anyone is interested in more informa on, they can contact Jim or Debbie 
MacGregor at 785‐207‐3796 or send an email to ahg.fl1483@gmail.com or email Darla Schulte at 
darla_schulte@bellsouth.net. 

Lots of wonderful things are happening for and with our girls!  Recently, we hosted an Exile Night where 
some of the girls watched videos and read stories about persecuted Christians in other countries and the 
challenges they face – being forced to leave their homes and communities, limited food and water, prison 
time, or worse!  The girls wrote encouraging letters, each containing a Bible verse or two, to eight Christians 
who have been imprisoned because of their faith.  The pictures and addresses of the recipients of these 
notes are on the AHG bulletin board.   

Thanksgiving Eve was our second annual Spaghetti Dinner Fund Raiser right here at the church.  
The girls, with some parental guidance and help, prepared spaghetti with sauce, salad, bread, and 
lots of desserts!  We want to thank the church for its unwavering support.  The money raised will 
help pay for badges and awards the girls earn throughout the year. 

Sign-making at Paint the Grain Studio was lots of fun.  We all learned some new decorating techniques and 
enjoyed some time working, relaxing, and laughing together. 

On November 11th, we passed out flags and bulletins to people attending the Davie Veteran’s Day Ceremony. 
The certificate the girls received is on the bulletin board. 



 

Christmas is coming. It is a joyous time of feasting. The Church feasts upon the Word of God in sermon, 
song, and sacrament.  

We hear the proclamation of the message of the angels: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10–11).  

We mingle our voices with theirs as we sing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom he is pleased” (Luke 2:14)!  

We receive the proclaimed Savior, Christ the Lord, not wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 
manger, but wrapped in bread and wine placed into our mouths for the forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation.  

We feast in great joy indeed because of this great blessing from our Lord and God.  

God’s people in ancient Israel also feasted with great joy. The Lord showered His abundant blessing 
on His people. And He commanded them to feast upon it (Deut. 16). The people were to go to the 
place appointed, where the Lord would make His name dwell, and give offerings, each man as he was 
able, according to the blessing of the Lord that He had given them (Deut. 16:10, 15, 17).  

And there the Lord would bless them with joy as they feasted upon what the Lord had provided. They 
ate of the choice parts of their offerings. They enjoyed the company of all the people of God as they 
together heard His promises of blessing, sang of His bountiful goodness, and partook of what He 
gave.  

We feast on the Word who became flesh to dwell among us, not just during Christmas, but throughout 
all the year.  

We feast not just on the salvation He has wrought for us in His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, but we feast 
also on all the temporal blessings that God gives out of His fatherly divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in us.  

We enjoy the rich bounty that God provides, not only in Word and Sacrament, but also in house and 
home, property and income, family and friends.  

Let us then, as did our brothers in the faith from ancient Israel, give as we are able, according to the 
blessing of the Lord our God that He has given us.  

Let us, like them, give generously of the first fruits of our income, which He gives, so that all may know 
and enjoy the salvation He gives and the joy we have in the Savior born in the city of David, who is 
Christ the Lord.   

LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
http://www.lcms.org/stewardship-ministry 

WORD ON STEWARDSHIP 

Please keep our seminarian families in your prayers: 

*Sam, Leah, Ben and Charlotte Sessa, 9D Founders Way, St. Louis, MO 63105

*Devin, Melissa, Penny, Devin, Jr. and Jamie Murphy 15 Founders Way Unit B, St. Louis, MO 63105

*Alex, Annie and Evelyn Blanken, 2715 Northgate Blvd., Apt 6, Ft Wayne, IN 46835
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Lutheran Women in Mission! 

Our annual Christmas Brunch was held on Saturday, December 2 with 31 
ladies in attendance.  “God’s Gifts” was our theme this year. We started off 
our Brunch with an ice breaker game. We sure found out a lot about each 
other like who has taken dance lessons and who uses an advent wreath! We  
then had our prayer partner reveal! It was so exciting to find out who has 
been praying for you during the year. Did you know that our ladies are great 
cooks? Well they are and we were able to enjoy all the good food they 
brought to share.  Our Gifts from the Heart were for our seminarian 
families. Along with some wonderful videos from each family we colored some 

beautiful cards that will be sent to them along with our prayers and support. Our program was 
“The Blessing of Christmas Today”. The Christmas story was read from the Gospel of Luke, we 
enjoyed singing some wonderful hymns and participated in a litinay where we responded “Blessing 
and Praise to You, O Lord!”  I always love when we read the Christmas story from the Bible how 
we can focus on the real meaning of Christmas. God’s Greatest Gift to us! Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

A Big thank you to our board members who are always willing and able to help, Marcia Gomulka, 
Millie Patterson, Marian Fowler, Darla Schulte, Karin Schmidt JoAnn Schweiger and Cheryl 
Smith. You are such a blessing! 

We pray that you have a blessed Christmas Season and a Happy New Year. 

Stop in Sunday Dec. 17 at the L.W.M.L 
(Lutheran Women in Mission) 

Christmas Cookie and Treat Sale! 
Following the service head into the 

 Fellowship Hall where you will be able to  
purchase a dozen homade cookies for only $6.00. 

If you love cookies or need a tasty gift for someone special WE CAN HELP 

Please keep collecting your mites and praying for our national and 
district mission grants. If you need a mite box please stop by the 
purple table in the hallway and pick one up!  

For more information on LWML please go to WWW.LWML.Org or 
 for the district website WWW.FLGALWML.com 



December  2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9am LWML Breakfast  & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift Shop 
Open 

3
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

4 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

5 6 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8m-Bible Study 

7 
5pm-American Heritage 
Girls 

8 9 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
1pm-GriefShare 

10 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

11 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

12
10:30am-Prayer Shawl 

13
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Early Childhood 
Christmas Service 

14 15 16 
8am-Men’s Breakfast  
& Bible Study 
9am LWML Breakfast  & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 

17
Blood Drive 
LWML Cookie and Treat 
Sale 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

18 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
6:30pm-School Board  
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

19 
6:30pm-Church Council 

20 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Kind.—7th Grade 
Christmas Service 

21 
5pm-American Heritage 
Girls 

22 23 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 

24 
10:45am-Divine Service 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 
7pm & 11pm 

25 
Christmas Day 
11am Divine Service 

26 27 28 29 30 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 

Sun. Dec. 31 
One Divine 
Service at 
10:45am 



BIRTHDAYS 
December 2017 / January 2018 

John Geromanos 12/1 

Colleen Gilchrist 12/1 

Harry Pope 12/2 

Evelyn Blanken 12/3 

Kyle Brehm 12/3 

Kelsey Walters 12/3 

Charlotte Devier 12/4 

Matthew Wallice 12/6 

Keah Wright 12/6 

Angelina Moe 12/7 

Todd Moe 12/8 

Kelly Kern 12/9 

Robert Cabral 12/10 

David Malone 12/15 

Carolyn Coxe 12/16 

Dionne Josephs 12/16 

*Rolf Preus 12/17 

Diana Paynter 12/19 

Alex Harbar 12/19 

Jack Walters 12/22 

Doris Wilson 12/28 

Julie Leroy 12/31 

Lauren Diehl 12/31 

Taylor Conner 1/1 

Trudy Jackson 1/4 

Everett Yost 1/5 

Mark Macha 1/6 

Myron Blair 1/6 

Jeri James 1/11 

Phyllis Pinter 1/11 

Jeanne Smith 1/12 

Jose Urtecho 1/12 

Martha Hollingsworth 1/13 

Toni Grillo 1/15 

Jackie Geromanos 1/17 

Collin Pappas 1/17 

Willis Devier 1/18 

Jayden Rubin 1/20 

Michael Geisler 1/21 

Mattherw Gomulka Jr 1/22 

Jeff Pinter 1/22 

Susan Stumpf 1/24 

Lori Hines 1/24 

Marcia Agriesti 1/26 

Cody Urtecho 1/27 

Glen Josephs 1/28 

Juliette Moe 1/29 

*Missionary Family

ANNIVERSARIES 
December 2017 / January 2018 

Quinn and Susan Stumpf 12/02 

William and Margaret Janzer 12/04 

Justin and Allison Rubin 12/19 

Jim and Debbie MacGregor 12/22 

Greg and Susan Grimmett 12/27 

Craig and Carol Chaddock 12/29 

Ed and Caroline Darcy 12/30 

Jeff and Phyllis Pinter 1/3 

Fritz and Karin Schmidt 1/4 

Daniel and Vanina Brehm 1/4 

*Missionary Family
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1. For hearts that imitate the 
generosity and graciousness of Jesus.
Pray that God’s people would be
eager to show forth the love of
God through their good works
for neighbor.

2. That the Lord would preserve His 
Word and Sacraments in our midst, so
that we may be kept strong in the
one, true faith until Christ’s return.

3. That the people of God would 
be faithful in their attendance of 
the Divine Service, where God

strengthens our faith toward 
Him and our steadfast love for 
one another.

4. That all the people would fear 
God and find hope in His gracious 
forgiveness through Christ.

5. For all who do not believe in 
Jesus, that they might hear the Gospel 
and believe.

6. For all Christians, that we might 
repent of our sins and prepare for 
Christ’s return.

7. For steadfast faith as the world 
writhes and groans in anticipation of 
the day of judgment. 

8. For the ministers of the Word,
that they would be faithful to
their calling.

9. for the Church’s missionaries, 
that through them the Word would
go forth into the world with power.

10. For our government, that we
might live peaceable and quiet lives.

11. For parents, that they would
see their role in raising children as
a holy calling from God in these
last days.

12. For patience, as we wait 
for Christ’s coming, that we might
believe God is not slow in keeping
promises, but patient.

13. For those who mourn the loss 
of loved ones, that the promise of the
resurrection may be their hope.

14. For those who are dying, that
they may entrust their whole lives
unto God who keeps them.

15. For the coming of Christ.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Pray For Us Calendar
Congregations and individuals are invited to copy these pages for newsletters or other 
distribution. Download at lcms.org/prayforus or call 888-843-5267 to request a copy.

The Church waits for the Second Coming in repentance, hope and faith. For the following, we pray “Lord, have mercy.”

ADVENT: THE SECOND COMING  — DECEMBER 1–15  Advent means coming. We anticipate the promised return of 
Christ as the judge of the world. We look with hope to the day of the resurrection of all flesh, when those who believe in 
Christ will rise to everlasting life.

INVOLVEMENT IDEAS
• Listen to Worldwide KFUO when you
travel, anytime, anywhere by visiting 
kfuo.org.

• Find the local LCMS congregation
where you are going on vacation so you
can worship there by visiting lcms.org 
and using the Church locator. 

• Give a gift of support to a missionary.
Visit lcms.org/missionarysupport.

IMAGES: LCMS COMMUNICATIONS/ERIK M. LUNSFORD

http://kfuo.org
http://lcms.org
http://lcms.org/missionarysupport


16. For faithful reading of the Old 
Testament, that all who read may see
Jesus as the promised Savior.

17. For opportunities to proclaim 
the Gospel in this season. When the
world is open to hearing the story of
Christmas, may we be unashamed in
our witness.

18. That all Christians might see the 
needs of their neighbor and love with 
the love of Christ.

19. For those who only attend 
worship at Christmas, that the Spirit

would work faith through the hearing 
of the Word.

20. That we may believe the truth 
of the two natures in Christ.

21. For St. Thomas, apostle. That
with him we might believe and
confess that Jesus is Lord and God.

22. For faithful readings of the
New Testament. That all the words
of the apostles and evangelists may
result in faith in Jesus Christ, the
Son of God.

23. For pastors who serve as 
Christ’s under-shepherds in our midst. 
That they might proclaim the truth of
the Good News of Christmas.

24. Rejoice that Jesus is Immanuel. 
God is with us to save us.

25. Rejoice in the incarnation 
of Jesus Christ. The Word became
flesh and dwelt among us. We have
seen His glory — glory as the only-
begotten of God.

26. Thank God for St. Stephen, the 
first Christian Martyr. That we might
also serve God with our lives —
thoughts, words and deeds.

27. That God would grant us faith 
to believe that He comes to us in the 
Means of Grace. 

28. For all those who face 
depression and desperation at this time 
of year. That God’s gift of love in Christ
would gladden their hearts.

29. For all those who travel. That
God would grant them safety.

30. That all would know and believe 
in the suffering, death and resurrection 
of Jesus for the world’s salvation.

31. That the Lord would abundantly 
bless the efforts of the LCMS and its 
partners in the coming years. That the
Gospel is the primary focus of all that
is done and proclaimed.
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MISSIONARY & PERSONNEL BIRTHDAYS
Download the prayer cards of 
missionaries and other personnel from  
lcms.org/prayercards.

Dec. 3  John Wolf, Kenya

Dec. 6  Alan Ludwig, Russia

Dec. 9  Anita Clausing, Kenya

Dec. 10  Eva Rickman, Asia

Dec. 11 Martha Mahlburg, Sri Lanka

Dec. 14  Ted Krey, Latin America and  
the Caribbean

Dec. 15  Eddie Hosch III, Peru

Dec. 18  P.A. Richard-Wokoma, Africa

Dec. 20 Brian Gauthier, Panama

Dec. 24  Thomas Aadland, Kenya

Dec. 28  Peter Kolb, Thailand

Dec. 29  Carol Halter, Hong Kong;
Noel Schaff, Taiwan

Dec. 31    Megan Mantey, Uganda;
Charles St-Onge, Latin America  
and the Caribbean

MILITARY CHAPLAINS WITH BIRTHDAYS IN DECEMBER: 
Chaplain Joseph Watson, Vance AFB, Okla.; 
Chaplain Philip Houser, Adjutant General 
Office, Neb.; Chaplain Ronald Cox, New Era, 
Mich.; Chaplain Patrick Poock, Travis AFB, 
Calif.

The Church gathers to thank God and ask for faith to trust in His gift of a Savior. For the following, 
we pray “Lord, have mercy.”

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS  — DECEMBER 16–31  During Advent we rejoice that God sent His Son to be the redeemer of the 
world. We gather with all Christians to celebrate this gracious gift from our heavenly Father. We trust in Christ alone as 
our Savior. 



 

The Preus Family in the Dominican Republic

In our June 2015 Gloria Dei Congregational meeting, we formally adopted the 
Rev. David Preus family as our missionaries to the Dominican Republic. 

¡Como pasa el tiempo!  

Dear friends and partners in Christ's mission. Greetings from the Dominican Republic! How time flies! ("Como pasa el 
tiempo!") November 4 marked one year of mission life in the Dominican Republic. As we look ahead to another year of 
grace, we are happy to reflect on the wonderful things God has accomplished, especially in the last few months. From 
the Preus family to each of you, we hope you all had a nice fall with a glorious celebration of the Reformation's 500th 
anniversary. We wish you a blessed Thanksgiving as you enjoy this fall edition of our "monthly" newsletter.  

“Blessed are the Saints” 
Dear friends in Christ: 

The following portion of my sermon for All Saints Day was aired on our weekly broadcast on 
Dominican television. I have translated it into English with a prayer that it brings comfort to my 
fellow saints in the homeland. It follows: 

Last Wednesday we celebrated All Saints' Day by meditating on Matthew 5: 1-12. In the 
Beatitudes, Jesus calls the saints "blessed." "Blessed are the poor in spirit." "Blessed are those 
who mourn." "Blessed are the meek." And so forth. All the saints are blessed. But what does it 
mean to be blessed? When Jesus calls the saints of God blessed, he is not talking about some 
quality in them such as the color of their hair or the strength of their arms. He is not talking 
about something that they do or produce. He is not describing some kind of emotion or feeling. 
He is simply defining what they are-because that's what He says they are. They are saints. 
Innocent. Perfect. Righteous. Forgiven. As Psalm 32 says, "Blessed is he whose transgression 
has been forgiven, and whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not 
impute iniquity" (Psalm 32).   

The title of "saint" is not reserved for those pious men and women whose merits have surpassed ours. Only the merit of Jesus, which 
God imputes to us through faith, can make us holy. Only those of us who have been baptized, who have been blessed with the 
abundant grace of God, who are covered with a robe washed in Christ's blood, can call ourselves saints. To be a saint is to be 
sanctified by God. To "sanctify" means literally to "set apart." But God does not set his people apart by taking him out of the world. 
The saints are not only those who have passed from this life to eternal life. The saints are also those Christians who remain in faith 
and love here on earth. Saint Peter describes them as "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people acquired by God" (1 
Peter 2:9).  

Each Christian is a priest. As the priests of the Old Testament offered 
sacred sacrifices to God, so do we. But our sacrifices are not sacred 
and acceptable in themselves; what makes them acceptable is that 
God accepts them and blesses them. He accepts them for the love of 
his Son Jesus Christ who lived an obedient life in our place, enduring 
the insults and blasphemies of men and hanging naked and 
ashamed on a cross. And just as God did not leave his beloved Son 
in his grave, but raised him to eternal glory, so he will raise us from 
the dead. He will crown his saints with every heavenly blessing He 
has to give. Every holy thing that Jesus did, He did for us. Therefore, 
because you have been baptized into His name, God does not 
expose your sin or your shame. In fact, he does not even see it. 
Instead, he sees you covered with the blood of His Son. He sees that 
you are righteous, innocent, pure and without any stain. He sees that 
you are a saint!  

 Blessed are you! Blessed are all the saints on earth! In the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 

Pastor Preus reading scripture 
during the ordination of our new 

associate pastor.  

In this block are a few pictures of David with his new 
associate Pastor Idjon Fritz. 
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 Month to Month... 
Lots of time has passed since we've last communicated through newsletter. We've been up to a lot 
in the past few months. Here's a recap of events: 

August 

Towards the end of July, a lapsed member approached me requesting that I baptize the children of 
his friends. I told him that nothing would give me greater pleasure than to sit down with him and 
them together, explain to them the Christian faith, and receive them into the holy Christian Church 
through holy baptism. By the following week, I had several more requests from four different 
families. I spent as much time as I was able teaching them about the spiritual benefits of baptism, 
encouraging them to receive me as their pastor, and embrace the teachings of our church-before 
they were baptized. All the while, the lapsed member, who had been introducing me to his friends, returned to church and began attending 
regularly. On August 20, I baptized 11 people. During the same divine service, we dedicated the seminary building, celebrated the 
graduation of Vicar Idjon and four deaconess students. Meanwhile, we welcomed the arrival of our new seminary students from Mexico, 
Guatemala, Venezuela, Peru, Chile, and the Dominican Republic and got them settled into their new homes (married students) and the 
"dormitory on the hill" (unmarried students). What a privilege it has been to get to know these young men and their families. All of them are 
committed Lutherans eager to serve the church in their homelands, and I pray that they are learning as much from me as I am from them. 
In the middle of all this action, my duties mounting like never before, we carried on with church services and visits as usual. And yet, as 
August drew to a close, the biggest challenge was still to come. In the next month we would officially open classes at our new seminary. 

September 

Ever since seminary classes began on Monday, September 11, I have been burning the candle at 
both ends, working as hard as possible, while trying to balance teaching and pastoral duties. 
Besides leading readings of Luther on Tuesdays and the Psalms on Thursdays, I teach Confessions 
on Wednesday mornings and Church History on Fridays. In Confessions, we are studying the history 
and theology of the Augsburg Confession, the primary confession of the Lutheran Church. In Church 
History we are covering the first thousand years AD, focusing on the church fathers' efforts to 
preserve the Bible's doctrine from heresy. Preparing and teaching these lofty subjects requires some 
extra determination and mental exertion on my part, especially as I need to convert all of my 
thoughts into the Spanish language. I thank my students for their patience and assistance, and I 
trust that they are learning despite the challenges. Due to mounting administrative, teaching, and 
pastoral duties, the pastors of Santiago agreed to establish a preaching rotation, so that each pastor 
would no longer have to write more than two sermons per week. (We also have seminary chapel 

each morning.) Meanwhile, visitations in Palmar continued, especially among the newly baptized; however, they were interrupted due to 
hurricane warnings, heavy rains, and flooding which impeded access to Palmar on several occasions. As trying and difficult a period as 
September was, having been pushed to limits I didn't know existed, I am overjoyed to know that our Lord's work is being done. Starting a 
Lutheran seminary such as this is something that happens once in a century, and purely through God's good will, and nobody said it was 
going to be easy. By God's grace, and with the help of brother pastors banding together, we made it to October. 

October 

October 1 was the big day we had been preparing for for months. This particular Sunday fell on 
the weekend of our fall "foro," a bi-annual conference with partners from all over the world in 
attendance. On this day, my good friend, Idjon Fritz, was ordained as pastor (see pictures in block 
above). Our four deaconess students, too, were consecrated for service in our church and 
community. Five professors were installed in their respective faculty and administrative positions-
Pastor Joel Fritche, director; Pastor Sergio Fritzler, faculty dean; Pastor Roberto Bustamante, 
academic dean; Pastor Sergio Maita, dean of students; and Pastor David Preus, seminary 
chaplain. Members from each of our four congregations in the Dominican Republic, as well as 
eight of our fulltime students, including our Dominican vicar, Yban Navarro, were in attendance to 
celebrate this big day. I cannot tell you how happy I am to have Idjon serving at my side. We work 
well together, and his love for the gospel and desire to bring the message of Christ to our 
community and build up our church in Palmar is truly contagious. I am very optimistic about our 
church in Palmar, which was planted just ten years ago. Now, as this first trimester comes to an end, seminary professors must see to 
grading quizzes and tests, not to mention, prepare for the next trimester, which begins in December. What keeps me going? I always 
look forward to Friday, which begins with Divine Service, followed by class, and then lunch with the students.  After lunch, I take an hour 
break in my office with a reading from Luther, and then press on with visits, which continue until 4pm when Pastor Idjon and I have our 
weekly Bible study with the deaconesses followed by more studies in members' homes until the sun goes down. Weekends are full of 
church services and precious time with family. I will let Jenny fill you in on what's happening on the home front, but suffice it to say that I 
am very proud of the way she has kept our home and family during our first year on the mission field. God is good. The gospel is being 
preached. God's people are being built up. New Christians are being added to Christ's kingdom. Christ's mission continues in the 
Dominican Republic.   

The Seminary students and faculty 
for 2017/2018 

Seminaristas listening intently 
during a seminary class!  

View of the seminary / church 
building 
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Reflections from home… by Jenny 
Having just celebrated our 1-year anniversary of arrival on this island, I can contentedly say 
we have come a long way toward establishing our "normal life" here in Santiago! 
Understandably, a move with a large family to a foreign country is full of many hurdles and 
challenges (...like preparing for two Cat5 hurricanes within two weeks of one another!) and 
while my attitude toward "planning my life" has always been to allow God to make the big 
decisions, this transition as mother and wife on the mission field has quite honestly tested 
this mid-western all-American girl!  BUT by God's grace and through patience with 
ourselves and one other, we are finding our way. The most common question people have 
for us has to do with how our Spanish is coming along. David's is great, which is a good 
thing since there wasn't much orientation time for him before he was preaching, making 
pastoral visits, and now teaching seminary classes to native Spanish speakers. As is his 
habit, though, he continues to hold himself to high standards for continued improvement 
with vocabulary and diction, while most importantly ensuring that the clear Scriptural 
message he preaches and teaches is correct and clear, no matter the language spoken. Language and culture may change, but God's 
word remains the same, and I am so thankful that my husband's uncompromising Lutheran orthodoxy is ringing bright and true among 
the people here. 

     Regarding language, I am making progress, albeit slowly and steadily. I have just completed 
independent study of Pimsleur Level II, and also get regular speaking practice with our 
housekeeper, Fidelina, as well as during church activities with our Spanish-speaking missionaries 
and seminarians. Driving around town and performing basic excursions is still a bit intimidating 
and always an energetic undertaking for me, but I am much more confident going to the grocery 
store on my own, taking the kids to the dentist or doctor's visit, or going on an afternoon outing. 

      We are now three months into our 
homeschool academic year. After many visits 
this past spring to local schools and researching 
the application process, we discovered the 
logistics of getting the kids enrolled and 

transported daily to a Dominican school would not be possible for this academic year, 
and so opted to continue their studies at home while bringing in a Spanish tutor every 
weekday morning for 1 hour daily. They also participate in our mission hand bell choir 
which meets for practice every Tuesday afternoon, and on Thursday afternoons they 
attend Jueves tardes creativas clase de Espanol at our regional office, during which 
they play games and do crafts with their Spanish teachers and missionary-classmates. 

     In addition to keeping these "home-fires" burning, our family has enjoyed some of the 
landmark events that have taken place here with the mission, such as the opening 
service and dedication of the seminary, the graduation and ordination of David's new 
associate pastor, Idjon Fritz, as well as hosting incoming seminary students and their 
families from Mexico, Venezuala, Chile, Guatamala, Peru, and Santiago, DR.   

Your continued prayers and support is such an encouragement to us and we thank God for each one of you as part of God's daily 
provision and undeserved mercy to us.   

Hurricane Maria, just two weeks after Hurricane Irma passed 
our region. Both passed over the island's north coast, and 
while our water supply was effected for months afterward, 

we were spared other significant damage.  

Vaya con Dios! 
Thank you for following our fall newsletter. We are very excited about the work our Lord is doing in the Dominican Republic and 
across Latin America. Our congregations are growing in grace and truth, and our new seminary is nearing its first successful tri-
mester. We are confident that this labor will yield good fruit, and God will provide Lutheran pastors and congregations for his 
church. We sincerely appreciate everything you do to support this missionary effort, and we hope you have a joyful and peaceful 
Thanksgiving. God with God! Vaya con Dios! 

Love in Christ, 
Pastor David Preus and family 

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to: The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861. Make 
check payable to The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Preus-Dominican” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the 
LCMS website at http://www.lcms.org/preus. 

https://www.facebook.com/Preus.Dominican 

The older four children with their missionary 
friends during bell practice, directed 
by Deaconess Cheryl Naumann.   

This a picture was taken by one of our team's 
communication people at our church in Palmar, during the 
seminary dedication and  Vicar Idjon's ordination service   



 

 

BUILDING MEMORIES AT CHRISTMAS 

In just a moment’s me, memories of past holidays can come flooding into the mind.  Just hearing a Christmas carol in the 
shopping mall or pu ng special ornaments on the tree can bring floods of tears.  It seems that remembrances of happy 
Christmases from the past flash through a person’s thoughts as he or she tries to rest or sleep. The tears that come are healing 
tears, but the survivor does not look at them that way.  He or she only wants to escape the days of memories ahead. 

Is this what you are experiencing these days?  Last month we shared with you ways to “cope” with the holidays.  But we have 
a ques on to ask:  Why not consider building memories this Christmas to honor and celebrate your loved one’s life on this 
earth?  We share with you an ar cle published by Church Ini a ve who publishes our GriefShare materials.  It will give you 
some ideas. 

It is our prayer that you will indeed have a Blessed Christmas and know that we are never alone….the li le baby who was born 
in a stable, was pre y much homeless all his life, who grew up and then died on the cross for you and me….He walks with us 
every step of our life including our grief journey…..and yes, when we cannot walk by ourselves, He indeed picks us up and 
carries us.  What an Awesome God we have!!!! 

May His peace, comfort, mercy and healing be with all those who grieve or mourn for loved ones…..He indeed is our Healer!!! 

Your GriefShare Team…..Judy, Millicent, Linda, Marilyn and Marian 

GRIEFSHARE 

1. Buy a small, live tree to place in the yard a er Christmas. The tree will be there for years to come and may be decorated 
with lights each year.  

2. Candles help bring warmth into a home at Christmas me. The light is a symbol of Jesus’ birth. Luminaries in the yard bring 
a sense of peace, par cularly on Christmas Eve. Children can help prepare and set them out.  

3. It helps at Christmas me to find something simple to place in your home to remember your loved one. Perhaps a small 
vase with a single rose or an electric candle placed in your window. O en a poinse a plant or a Christmas cactus provide 
memories if you replant them later.  
Children need to have something to help provide them with a memory of that special person they lost. Whether it is the 
loss of a sibling, parent, grandparent, friend, etc., allow the children to help pick out something so the whole family will 
remember their loved one. Buying a special ornament for the tree is a memory builder for upcoming Christmases. The 
children may even wish to make an ornament for the tree. You can be sure that whatever is done to remember the loved 
one will be treasured and remembered for many years.  

4. Be sure to keep some of your family tradi ons, especially if you have children at home. They need to have warm, familiar 
feelings at Christmas. Pick two or three tradi ons that will not overwork you. If a friend or rela ve can help put up the 
tree and decorate, this is helpful. If possible, have a friend or rela ve take the children to a Christmas pageant, a concert, 
a night out looking at Christmas lights  or a good Christ‐mas movie. If you feel comfortable, then take them yourself.  

5. If you decide to hang stockings as you usually do, include the missing family member’s stocking. Perhaps you or the 
children will want to put a li le gi  or note in the stocking.  

6. With children, par cularly young ones, try to schedule only ac vi es that will help them celebrate the true meaning of 
Christmas. Because adults find it difficult to face the upcoming holiday, they will try to keep busy and thus schedule too 
much. This is the me when parents and children get very red. Lots of rest is important at these mes, par cularly for 
the parent s . It is important to make major decisions early in the day. At evening me, when everyone is fa gued, minor 
decisions can become major hassles.  

7. A visit to the cemetery before Christmas is good, even for the children. If they have been involved in the death and 
grieving, then include them when you decorate the grave with flowers or a small tree. Take me to talk about the loved 
one while you are there.  

Please take me to visit a GriefShare grief recovery support group. At GriefShare you will have the opportunity to connect 
with people who be er understand the emo ons, fears  and stresses you are facing this holiday season. You will also learn 
how to move forward on your grief journey in a way that is healthy.  

by Judy Hawk  



17 

 BIBLE STUDIES 

Please join the women of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League  

1st and 3rd Saturdays  
at 9 a.m.—11 a.m  

for Breakfast/Bible study 
We will meet in the chapel.  

All women are invited! 

Joyful Hearts  
Women’s Bible 

Study 
Meets on 

Wednesday  
9:30 a.m. 

in the chapel. 

PASTOR POULOS LEADS THE FOLLOWING BIBLE STUDIES 

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. "Bible Foundations!"   
Why we believe what we believe! 

Wednesday evenings, 8 p.m. Ephesians: “God’s Eternal 
Plan Revealed” 

Monday Night Bible Study 
meets each Monday in the 
chapel at 7 p.m. 

They are studying Part 1 of A 
Man Named Martin: The Man. 

Everyone is welcome! 

For more information please 
contact Elaine Carstens 954-
587-8394

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study   
Every Saturday 8 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall,  

Followed by Bible Study In Room 32 
Hot Breakfast $4.00   

For more info  
contact Bruce Caruso  

at 954-962-4186 

Luke's carefully written Gospel, compiled 
from both oral and written accounts, 
points to God's gracious salvation 
through His Son, Jesus Christ.  The 
peace that Christ has brought to the 
world enables us to break out in a liturgy 
of praise.  The salvation story did not 
end with Christ's ascension, however; 
Christ's Church is called to go to "all na-
tions"-men, women, children, the poor, 
the sick, and the disenfranchised-
proclaiming the victory found only in Je-
sus Christ.  Luke speaks to us about 

God's plan for bringing salvation to both 
Jew and Gentile; believers' unceasing 
joy upon hearing the Good News; the 
work of the Holy Spirit in Jesus' life and 
in our own; the enduring value and im-
portance of prayer. 

All men welcome! 
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YOUR COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE FOR NEWS, INFORMATION & 
TRUTH...Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken and  produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL. You 
can listen to what you want when you want at  www.issuesetc.org and 
on the new Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 

www.LutheranPublicRadio.org 

www.worldvieweverlasting.com 

www.whatdoesthismean.org 



7601 SW 39th St. 
Davie, Florida 33328 

954-475-0683

The owners of these businesses and 
professional services provide this monthly 

newsletter at no cost to Gloria Dei families. 

Please contact them and  
make use of their services or products. 




