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KNOW YOURSELF 

God fitted man for fellowship with Him, a fellowship the man enjoyed in the 
garden until his fall into sin and unbelief. His fall was a prideful attempt to be 
an autonomous, self sufficient being, aspiring to be his own god. God permitted 
his pitiful attempt at self-sufficiency. Now he was on his own, free to be his own 
god. In his coveted freedom, He was alienated from his heavenly Father. The 
rebel took his patrimony into his own hands and fled from the Father's love. He 
shattered the community created for his blessedness by the holy Trinity in the 
garden. His alienation left him with a pitiful god: himself (Gn 3:5). 

Only in the true God do we truly know ourselves. In our wickedness, we are 
tempted to seek ourselves only in ourselves. Our hearts are set upon the 
unholy trinity of me, myself, and I. Many a modern has gone off to "find myself" 
through self-absorption, only to find nothing at the end of his search. There is 
no self where there is no other. Experts in child development tell us that infants 
and young children only develop a coherent image of themselves as they 
experience others, by bumping up against mommy, daddy, and sister. 
Discovery of the other tells us who we are. Unfortunately, that is an experience 
we shall have until we draw our dying breath; to be learned ever and again. It 
is unfortunate because the fall necessitated the continual realization that we 
are not alone and that there are others out there from whom we have been 
alienated through the perverse delusion of our self-sufficiency. At best, on our 
own, we are capable of relationships of power, not true fellowship. Our view of 
our own divinity demands the obedience of the other, either God or other 
persons. True kindred feeling for the other and self-offering to the other cannot 
exist while we remain alienated from God. We will use the alienated and 
alienating power that we presume we have over other persons. That's the best 
we can do without God. 

Continued on next page 
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Our heavenly Father still wanders through the world now in tatters seeking His children, "Where are 
you?" He condescends to call the other. As He wanders in our wilderness, He is completely directed to 
the need of the fallen and sinful. He holds His power to serve at the sacrificial need of the other. Our 
own tone deafness to the inviting Word of God, has kept us in the solipsistic cage of our own alienation. 
The Lord has left us to our own devices. You are your own god. How did that work out for you then? 

How depraved we are that when we inspect our own hearts we do not see our own self-alienation. We 
are not our proper selves any longer because of our alienation from the other, especially the God who 
created us. God has abandoned us to ourselves and we can't see it. All we know is that things are not 
right. Our self-love ends in destroying relations with others. How often we have betrayed the other for 
the sake of ourselves. When we have freed ourselves of the other, all that is left is a puny and 
dissatisfied self. Only the incarnation of Christ, who took our nature on Himself, is able to fill to fullness 
the true promise of that human nature with which He has endowed us. Only in His perfect life of 
fellowship with His Father (Jn 10:30) has our solipsistic cage been shattered. Only when we know God in 
the incarnate Christ will we truly know ourselves.  

Rev. Dr. Scott R. Murray, Second Vice-President, The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
Pastor, Memorial Lutheran Church, Houston, Texas. 

Augustine of Hippo  
"God created man, made him in His own image, set him above the other animals, placed him in 
Paradise, enriched him with abundance of every kind and of safety. This God laid upon man neither 
many, nor great, nor difficult commandments, but, in order to make a wholesome obedience easy to him, 
gave him a single very brief and very light precept by which He reminded that creature whose service 
was to be free that He was Lord. Therefore, because the sin [of the fall] was a despising of the authority 
of God it was just that condemnation followed, and condemnation such that man, who by keeping the 
commandments should have been spiritual even in his flesh, became fleshly even in his spirit. Since in 
his pride he had sought to be his own satisfaction, God in His justice abandoned him to himself, not to 
live in the absolute independence he affected, but instead of the liberty he desired, to live dissatisfied 
with himself in a hard and miserable bondage to him to whom he had yielded himself by sinning. He 
was doomed in spite of himself to die in body as he had willingly become dead in spirit, condemned 
even to eternal death (had not the grace of God delivered him) because he had forsaken eternal life. 

"Whoever thinks such punishment either excessive or unjust shows his inability to measure the great 
iniquity of sinning where sin might so easily have been avoided. For as Abraham's obedience is with 
justice pronounced to be great, because the thing commanded, to kill his son, was very difficult, so in 
Paradise the disobedience was the greater, because the difficulty of that which was commanded was 
imperceptible. And as the obedience of the second Man was the more laudable because He became 
obedient even 'unto death' (Phil 2:8), so the disobedience of the first man was the more detestable 
because he became disobedient even unto death. For where the penalty annexed to disobedience is 
great, and the thing commanded by the Creator is easy, who can sufficiently estimate how great a 
wickedness it is, in a matter so easy, not to obey the authority of so great a power, even when that 
power deters with so terrible a penalty?" 

Augustine, The City of God, 14.15 

Continued from 
previous page 



 SEMINARIAN SPOTLIGHT: 
THE BLANKEN FAMILY 

Please keep our seminarian families in your prayers: 

*Sam, Leah, Ben and Charlotte Sessa, 9D Founders Way, St. Louis, MO 63105

*Devin, Melissa, Penny, Devin, Jr. and Jamie Murphy 15 Founders Way Unit B, St. Louis, MO 63105

*Alex, Annie and Evelyn Blanken, 2715 Northgate Blvd., Apt 6, Ft Wayne, IN 46835

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

I am overwhelmed with joy that Hebrew is now finally over! As a language, Hebrew functions 
quite differently from English. Besides that, Hebrew does not really have tenses (i.e. past, pre-
sent, future, etc.) in the same way that English does. However, I have grown to love the lan-
guage. It has opened up new doors for me and has created a greater hunger within me to read 
the Old Testament. Sometimes, the text itself creates intriguing thoughts. 

For example, St. Peter already deduced by the power of the Holy Spirit that the flood account 
corresponded to Baptism (1 Peter 3). Other church fathers drew similar conclusions. St. Augustine wrote in The City of God that 
the measurements of the ark corresponded to the measurements of a man, thus foreshadowing Christ. Moreover, he allego-
rized that as Noah and his family entered the ark through its side, we too enter the body of Christ by the baptismal waters 
which flowed from Christ's side. The Hebrew text also brings forth other tantalizing thoughts. For example, the ark ‘walked’ (
 ,upon the face of the waters (Genesis 7:18), foreshadowing that Christ would walk upon the waters (Matthew 14, Mark 6ָהלַך) 
John 6). It is wonderful how the Hebrew language opens the scriptures for us to find Christ within them! 

Hebrew aside, I am grateful to be on break and am looking forward to the upcoming school year. The following is my schedule 
for this upcoming year: 

Fall 2017 

Pentateuch I 
Church History III (Reformation History) 
Dogmatics II 
Ministry in Pluralistic Context 
C.F.W. Walther and His Times (Auditing)
Greek Readings
Field Education

Winter 2017 

Luther’s Theology in Survey 
Pauline Epistles 
Theologia I: Baptism 
Catechetics 
Calvin’s Institutes (Auditing) 
Greek Readings 
Field Education 

Spring 2018 

Pentateuch II 
Lutheran Confessions III 
Homiletics II 
Church History IV (Lutheranism in America) 
Exegesis in Gerhard’s Works (Auditing) 
Greek Readings 
Field Education 

Summer 2018 

Intro to the Age of Orthodoxy (2 Week Intensive) 

It truly was a blessing to visit with you early this summer. I miss you very much. After all, there is no place like home and 
Gloria Dei was my home for the longest time. I keep you all and Pastor Poulos in my prayers and look forward to seeing 
you in the future. There is so much that I have learned that I wish I could share with you. 

Please keep us in your prayers as this school year approaches. Soon Annie will be teaching again and I will be taking 
classes. It will be a new challenge this year because Evelyn is awake much longer than she was last year. I was able to 
get some work done last year during her naps, however that won’t be the case this upcoming year. But I will get to 
spend more time with her, which I am looking forward to very much! 

Evelyn is happy and healthy. You may have seen pictures of her in her helmet. Her head is starting to round out and we 
are starting to see a difference. She doesn’t mind it that much and it really has been a blessing so far! She is growing so 
fast. She can now use a sippy cup, which is the most adorable thing to watch. I will keep you updated as she grows and 
continues to learn and change. 

I send my love to you and hope that this letter finds you all well and at peace. I wish all the blessings of God for you 
through Christ Jesus. 

Your brother, 
Alex Blanken 



 

Please spread the word about your troop.  If anyone is interested in more informa on, they can contact Jim or Debbie 
MacGregor at 785‐207‐3796 or send an email to ahg.fl1483@gmail.com or email Darla Schulte at 
darla_schulte@bellsouth.net. 

A li le bit about earning badges… 

Each of the youngest girls, the Pathfinders, has her own book of ac vi es to work on with her parents 
and leaders.  These ac vi es help her to become more familiar with the AHG program, oath, creed, etc. The 
rest of the girls each purchase one book that can be used for all twelve grades!   

There are more than 90 badges organized in the six groups called Fron ers: Heritage, Family Living, Arts, 
Outdoor Skills, Personal Well‐Being, and Science & Technology. For example, just a few from the Family Living 
Fron er are: Cake Decora ng, Money Management, Pet Care, and Sewing.  In the Outdoor Skills Fron er, girls 
can learn about Archery, Camping, Fire Safety & Fire Building, Hiking, Horsemanship, and Outdoor Cooking. And 
many more!   

The program is Christ‐centered, so there is o en a Bible verse noted in the short introduc on to each 
badge. In any one year, each age group will work on four or five badges together, but the girls can also do them 
on their own (with the approval of their leader). Last year, one of our girls earned 11! 

Each badge has different requirements for each age group and the older the girl, the more challenging 
the requirements.  For example, in the Dawn of Our Country badge, from the Heritage Fron er, the 
Tenderhearts will talk about and do projects related to the Pilgrims, George Washington, and the Liberty Bell.  
The Explorers will learn more about why the Pilgrims le  England, the Mayflower Compact, Thomas Jefferson & 
Mon cello, and the Preamble to the Cons tu on.  The Pioneers and Patriots have the same requirements and 
they study the Bill of Rights – to include wri ng about it with a goose feather and ink! They also study the 
Con nental Congress, the signers of the Declara on of Independence, and the Ge ysburg Address.  This 
increasing challenge gives the girl opportuni es to build on skills and knowledge acquired in previous levels. 

The variety of badges allows the girls to explore so many subjects and they may find they have a special 
interest in or talent for something that they would have not known otherwise.  How exci ng! 
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Gloria Dei is Calling All Volunteers…  
for a church & academy WORK DAY  
Saturday, August 12th  8:30 AM – 12:30 PM  

Parents of our Kindergarten through 7th grade students: take 
this opportunity to get a jump start on the 15 P.A.C.E. hours you 
are required to serve for the 2017-2018 school year. Come for 
an hour or two, or come for all four hours -  whatever works for 
you.  
  

Parents of our Infant through VPK students:  Take 
this opportunity to meet some of our school and 
church families and get to know each other as we 
prepare to start the new school year.  

Please come and join your Gloria Dei family 
Any and all volunteers will be truly appreciated. 

See you there! 

Gloria Dei's Church and Academy "Carry All 2" Golf 
Cart that we use as a utility cart is now beyond 
repair.  This machine is in excess of 20 years of age 
and worn out.  We need a replacement as soon as 
possible.  The cart is used by our maintenance 
department to deliver repair parts and distribute 
supplies to all areas of the campus.  It needs to have 
a carry box on the back so we do not lose the 
contents.  We are seeking donations of equipment or monies to 
purchase a newer cart.  Please contact Barry Vonada if you can 
assist in any way.  Our goal to purchase a newer cart is 
$6,000.  All donations are welcome and tax deductible as gifts to 
Gloria Dei.  Thank you for whatever assistance you can give. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!! 
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Family Fun Night! 

Chili Cook-off and Bingo!  

Saturday September 23rd at 6 p.m. 

The ladies of the Lutheran Women in Mission would like 
to invite you to enjoy some great food (chili, salad, 
cornbread and dessert), fun (some rousing games of 
Bingo) and fellowship (get to know those you sit with 
every week!!) 

 

If you are interested in entering your chili please fill out 
an entry form (found at the welcome center in the 
narthex) 

 
There will be prizes for the first place winner and for the 

most creative chili. 
 
So we have an idea of how many to expect please stop 

by and sign up! 



 

Winston Churchill reportedly said that “we make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what 
we give.” According to Churchill then, our lives are defined less by what we have gotten, and more by 
what we give away.  

Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for us. He became man for us. He 
taught the truth of God’s Word. He healed those with many and various diseases. He died the death 
that we deserve because of sin. He gave of Himself in order to save us from sin, death, and hell. And 
so, it is that by giving completely of Himself, He got for Himself us, making us citizens of His eternal 
kingdom by grace.  

As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more from giving than we do from simply getting. For 
giving softens our hearts and frees us from the grip which the worries of this world and making a living 
has on us. For when we are singularly focused on making a living, we are singularly focused on what 
we get. That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives—our relationships with friends and 
family, with neighbors and coworkers, and with the Lord. It shifts our focus from asking the question—
How can I be a friend, family member, neighbor, and servant to others—to asking the question—what 
have they done for me lately. We become more selfish instead of selfless.  

But when we give, we do not have less, we have more because when we give we join in the bond of 
friendship and family, the bond of service to those around us out of love for them. And love is the 
fulfillment of the Law. It is the nature of God Himself, for God is Love. Thus we are reflecting the divine 
nature. As Jesus said “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).   

LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
http://www.lcms.org/stewardship-ministry 

WORD ON STEWARDSHIP 

HERE’S WHAT’S COOL IN SUNDAY SCHOOL! 

Our new summer session began on Sunday, June 
4th at 9:30 a.m. and will run each Sunday morning 

through August 27th. 

♦One year olds through First Grade
will meet in Room #32 

♦Second Grade through Fifth Grade
will meet in Room # 15 (upstairs) 

With a castle-themed environment, students will 
learn about God’s rules for holy living and loving in 
the Ten Commandments as we explore thirteen Old 
and New Testament Bible stories.  

Be sure to join us for games, crafts, and fun! 







Augus t  2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

1 2   
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 

3  4 5 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9am LWML Breakfast  & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 

6
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

7 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

8 
10:30am-Prayer Shawl 

9 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 

10 
7pm-K-7th Gd. Parent 
Orientation 

11 12 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
8:30am-Work Day 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 

13 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

14 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
6:30pm-School Board  
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

15
K-7th Grade First Day
of School
6:30pm-Church Council

16
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 

17 18 19 
8am-Men’s Breakfast  
& Bible Study 
9am LWML Breakfast  & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 

20
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

21 
Early Childhood First 
Day of School 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

22 23 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 

24 25 26 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
1pm-GriefShare

27 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

28 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

29 30 
:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 

31 



BIRTHDAYS 
August / September 2017 

*Noah Lehman 8/5 

Gary Von Alven 8/5 

Ava Schumas 8/6 

Adeline Uriano 8/6 

Ethan Josephs 8/11 

Barbara Reitsma 8/12 

Debbie Dell 8/13 

*Lena Preus 8/13 

Mikayla Guerrero 8/16 

Fran Fletcher 8/16 

John Woodrum 8/18 

Casey Gifford 8/19 

Alison Rubin 8/21 

Millie Paterson 8/22 

Alex Harbar, III 8/24 

Peggy Janzer 8/24 

Eleanor Steinberg-Ryan 8/24 

Adoline Northrup 8/24 

Bob Brave 8/26 

Emilie Malinowski 8/27 

Max Elam 8/27 

Charlotte Sessa 8/28 

Karem Munsey 8/28 

Chris Coxe 8/29 

Ronald Cusumano 8/29 

Rob MacGregor 9/1 

Gary Paynter 9/1 

Aletha Scirrotto 9/1 

Elaine Carstens 9/3 

John Heckman 9/4 

Cheryl Walters 9/4 

Jim Upson 9/5 

Kathy Woodrum 9/7 

Celeste Estrada 9/8 

James Gilchrist 9/8 

Samuel Kern 9/9 

Doris Roberts 9/11 

Jason Schulte 9/11 

Wilma Bishop 9/12 

Brock Kern 9/12 

Marcia Gomulka 9/13 

Darla Schulte 9/13 

Bob Hauck 9/14 

Meta Hollingsworth 9/14 

Chris Marhenke 9/14 

Craig Chaddock 9/16 

Brynn Livengood 9/16 

Mila Rubin 9/16 

Doug Roberts 9/19 

Emma Darcy 9/19 

Cindy Johnson 9/21 

Kurt Larsen 9/22 

Jamie MacGregor 9/22 

Karin Schmidt 9/22 

John Reese 9/22 

Deborah Elam 9/23 

Edwin Meyer 9/23 

Elsie Kohler 9/24 

Charles Parnell 9/25 

Leah Sessa 9/25 

Christina Biscoglio 9/25 

Sam Sessa 9/29 

*Rebekah Preus 9/30 

Presley Coxe 9/30 

*Missionary Family

ANNIVERSARIES 
August / September 2017 

Michael and Donna Clark 08/02 

Gary and Pat Von Alven 08/04 

Bob and Lori Hines 08/04 

Decker and Joan Lee 08/07 

Ronald and Jennifer Cusumano 08/10 

Sam and Donna Croup 08/12 

Jesse and Vernice Wright 08/12 

Robert and Elsie Kohler 08/13 

Ken and Nancy Hughes 08/14 

Harry and Anne Pope 08/15 

Stanley and Karen Stenzel-Nowicki 08/15 

Ainsworth and Millicent Patterson 08/19 

Michel and Cindy Conner 09/03 

Ken and Arlene Zugar 09/21 

Chris and Mirtha Marhenke 09/23 

Myron and Cherri Blair 09/25 

Roger and Wendy Turpin 09/26 

*David and Jennifer Preus 09/27 

*Missionary Family
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1. for the first class of seminary 
students who will enter the new 
seminary this fall, that they would be
able to acquire their student visas
and other documentation needed to
study in the Dominican Republic.

2. for seminary students and their 
families, that they would have a
smooth transition to life in a new
place away from family and friends.
Praise God for these dedicated
students who are willing to leave
home to obtain a solid theological
education.

3. that God would grant the 
seminary students determination and 
endurance, so that they might be
diligent in their studies and make
the most of their education.

4. for the women studying to be 
deaconesses, that the theological
coursework and intensive practical
experience would form them into
capable and effective deaconesses.

5. that God would grant strength to 
our deaconesses as they support the 
work of pastors by caring for the poor, 
the marginalized and the sick.

6. that all construction 
on the new seminary 
and mercy center would 
be finished on time for 
opening day.

7. that God would 
grant safety to the workers
who are finishing work on 
the new seminary building
and mercy center.

8. with thanksgiving 
for all the faithful and 
generous people who 
have prayed or given of their time or 
treasures to make this new seminary 
and mercy center a reality.

9. for the seminary professors, that
they would be well prepared to
impart wisdom and knowledge to
their students.

10. that the new Spanish-
language theological library at the 
seminary would be well used and a 
blessing to the students and faculty.

11. for the families of the 
professors, that they would adapt
easily and find joy in a new country
and culture.

12. for all the missionaries and 
leaders of the Dominican church, that 
they would discern God’s will so that 
they can build a firm foundation for 
the church for generations to come.

13. for Lutheran congregations in 
Latin America, that they would be
prepared to care for and support
their pastors physically, mentally
and spiritually.

14. for seminary students who are 
serving vicarages, that they would
learn much from their experience
and be better prepared for their
future ministry.

Pray For Us Calendar
These prayer requests were submitted by coworkers in the Lord’s mission. 
Congregations and individuals are invited to copy these pages for newsletters or other 
distribution. Download at lcms.org/prayforus or call 888-843-5267 to request a copy.

Remember God’s work in the Dominican Republic as you pray:

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC — AUGUST 1–31  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) officially began work 
in the Dominican Republic in 2004. Over the years, a group home was established to care for orphaned children with 
disabilities; congregations and mission plants were started; the first Dominican pastor was ordained, and several other 
men are currently studying for the ministry; and a deaconess-training program was launched. In addition, a new seminary 
and mercy center will open later this month to train students from around the Latin America region.

INVOLVEMENT IDEAS
• Learn more about the Synod’s
mission work in the Dominican 
Republic, as well as the missionaries
who are currently serving there, at 
lcms.org/dominicanrepublic.

• Do you want to read even more about 
what your Church is doing in the world?
Visit engage.lcms.org to check out the
most recent issue of Lutherans Engage 
the World.

• Did you know that Lutherans like you 
are sharing the Gospel and bearing 
Christ’s mercy in every corner of 
the world? Find a special national or 
international project that YOU can
champion at lcms.org/projectcatalog.

The Rev. Joel Fritsche (right), LCMS career 
missionary to the Dominican Republic, visits 
with two young church members at a home near 
his parish, Amigos de Cristo Iglesia Luterana 
in Las Americas (Friends of Christ Lutheran 
Church) in Santo Domingo.

Workers haul materials during construction of the Concordia 
Reformer Lutheran Seminary and Mercy Center in Santiago, 
Dominican Republic.

PHOTOS:  LCMS COMMUNICATIONS/ERIK M. LUNSFORD

http://lcms.org/dominicanrepublic
http://engage.lcms.org
http://lcms.org/projectcatalog


15. that God would raise up 
individuals and congregations to 
support our LCMS missionaries in the 
Dominican Republic.

16. that God would raise up faithful 
and capable men and women to serve 
as missionaries, both in Latin America 
and around the world.

17. with thanksgiving for faithful 
men and women who have given up 
the comforts of home and family to 
faithfully serve on the mission field.

18. that God would grant health 
and safety to all missionaries and 
their families.

19. that many in the Dominican 
Republic would hear God’s Word and 
believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Savior. Pray that they would make
the commitment to be in church
each Sunday to receive the Word
and Sacraments.

20. that the Dominican Christians 
would continue to study God’s Word 
and be strengthened to live faithfully 
and serve their neighbors in love.

21. with thanksgiving for the 
willingness of the Dominican people to 
hear and learn God’s Word. By God’s
grace, the LCMS has established
congregations and mission stations
around the country.

22. that the five Lutheran mission 
churches in the Dominican Republic 
would continue to grow and mature 
through regular worship and 
Bible study.

23. that God would raise up many 
Lutheran school teachers and school 
administrators — especially from 
among the Dominican churches — 
to meet the needs of the large number 
of eager students.

24. that the families of our Lutheran 
school children would also hear God’s 
Word and be brought to faith.

25. with thanksgiving for the large 
and ever-growing number of students 
seeking education in our Lutheran 
schools in the Dominican Republic.

26. that the construction of a 
worship facility and day school for the 
Lutheran church in Licey, Dominican 
Republic, would go smoothly and 
would be a blessing for many.

27. with thanksgiving for the 
many faithful Christians who regularly 
worship in our mission congregations. 

28. with thanksgiving for Hogares 
Luteranos El Buen Pastor (Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Home), which
provides a safe and nurturing
facility for six young people with
developmental disabilities.

29. that God would grant patience 
and endurance for the faithful workers 
who care for the group home’s six 
residents. Praise God that He has used
these wonderful young people to
teach the Dominican Lutheran church
about His love and mercy.

30. with thanksgiving that the six 
residents have become active members 
of the local Lutheran church, where they 
are eager to hear God’s Word and to 
serve in any way possible.

31. with thanksgiving for the 
willingness of faithful and gentle 
caregivers who serve the residents of 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Home.
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MISSIONARY & PERSONNEL BIRTHDAYS
Download the prayer cards of 
missionaries and other personnel from  
lcms.org/prayercards.

Aug. 1 Josh Lange, Asia

Aug. 2 Beth Ritzman, Papua New Guinea

Aug. 3 Roger James, South Asia

Aug. 4 Britt Odemba, Kenya

Aug. 7 Gary Schulte, West and Central Africa

Aug. 8 Micah Glenn, Ferguson, Mo.;
Richard Schuller, Puerto Rico

Aug. 9 Joyce Erber, Ghana

Aug. 11  Cynthia Schumacher, Ghana

Aug. 12 James Krey, Dominican Republic

Aug. 14  Rebecca Schaff, Minneapolis, Minn.

Aug. 15  Edmund Auger, Latin America;
Mark Rabe, Ethiopia

Aug. 16  Kelsey Schlund, Mexico

Aug. 17  Jen-Yi (Irene) Paul, Taiwan

Aug. 18  Julie Lutz, Papua New Guinea

Aug. 20  Jonathan Clausing, Kenya;
Sarah Harms, Czech Republic

Aug. 21  Dee Dee Wasmund, South Korea

Aug. 22  Robin Wildauer, Togo

Aug. 27  Lenita Campbell, Gary, Ind.;
Maggie Oliver, Taiwan;
Elizabeth Warren, Dominican Republic

Aug. 28  Douglas Thompson, Sierra Leone

Aug. 29  Michael Ritzman, Papua New Guinea

MILITARY CHAPLAINS WITH BIRTHDAYS IN AUGUST: 
Chaplain Glen Wurdeman, Fort Carson, Colo.; 
Chaplain Aaron Bell, Camp Pendleton, Calif.; 
Chaplain Gregory Todd, Washington, D.C. 

Starling Mendez is baptized by missionary pastor Rev. Joel Fritsche at Amigos de Cristo 
Iglesia Luterana in Las Americas (Friends of Christ Lutheran Church) in Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic.
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Being a part of a GriefShare grief recovery support group…. 

     “I’ve never been to a support group like this before.  I don’t know what to expect.” Most people quickly 
feel comfortable and accepted in their GriefShare group.  They discover there are others who have the 
same kind of feelings they do and who understand the hurt they feel and the loss they have experienced. 
Here is an overview of the GriefShare experience: 

You’ll probably feel a li le nervous about going to GriefShare the first me.  Those feelings  go away  
quickly for most people, usually during the first session they a end. GriefShare is a warm, caring 
environment designed to help you.  What we discuss stays confiden al….it is a safe haven for you. 

You’ll discover there are people who understand your hurts, emo ons, and painful experiences!  When 
someone you love dies, it’s common to feel isolated.  In GriefShare, you’ll find that you are not alone, that 
there are others who understand what you are going through. 

You’ll learn helpful, prac cal informa on that will help you recover from the pain of grief and loss.  The 
GriefShare DVD videos feature top experts on grief recovery subjects and case studies of people just like 
you, who have been through the grief experience. 

You’ll have the chance to talk about your experiences.  It can be very healing to tell others what you are 
going through.  The support group sessions include a me to talk about what you have seen on the DVDs.  
And while you have the opportunity to tell your story, there’s never pressure for you to do so.  And all 
that is shared,  stays  confiden al within the group. 

You’ll have a study guide for personal study  and to write down things you’ve learned. The study guide 
provides opportuni es to jot down  DVD comments, further study about the grief process and personal 
reflec ons about your grief. The weekly journaling ques ons help you sort through your emo ons.    You 
can tear out and carry with you the perforated “Care Cards” for words of encouragement during the 
lowest points of your day.  You’ll also receive a “tool” for your “Tool Box” which es in with the Care Card. 

You’ll begin to gain acceptance in your loss.  It’s some mes hard to move on in life when you are s ll dealing 
with the grief and emp ness that happens a er a loved one dies.  You’ll learn how to go through a 
healthy season of grieving, then begin transi oning to emo onal and spiritual wholeness.  We call this 
“your journey from mourning to joy.”  A “new normal” life is found. 

You’ll become part of a “family”.   GriefShare group members o en tell us that they feel like their group has 
become a family,  that they made new friends and are around people they can relate to. 

You’ll discover hope for the future.  While things may look bleak now or have been bleak in the past, you’ll 
learn ways to restore your hope and rebuild your life.  Many GriefShare alumni tell us the program helped 
them move from deep grief to peace and a sense of joy again. 

GriefShare at Gloria Dei will meet in the Chapel for Orienta on on Saturday,  August 26 at 1:00pm with 
welcome me and registra on  at 12:30 pm.  Registra on fee is $ 25.00 which covers the cost of the 
study guide, Resource Manual, and your Tool Box. Scholarships are available.  For more informa on,  give 
us a call:  Judy Herman, Millicent Pa erson, Linda Malone, or Marian Fowler……In His Service, the 
GriefShare Team…or pick up a brochure at the Informa on Desk or in the Fellowship Hallway… 

GRIEFSHARE 



 

 

The Preus Family in the Dominican Republic

In our June 2015 Gloria Dei Congregational meeting, we formally adopted the 
Rev. David Preus family as our missionaries to the Dominican Republic. 

Gracias a Dios! 

Dear Christian friends and partners in mission: Gracias a Dios! Thank God! When you ask a Dominican how he is 
doing, his usual response is: "I'm doing very well. Thanks be to God!" We, too, are doing very well and, in the words 
of St. Paul to the Church in Philippi, "I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine 
for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now" (Philippians 1:3-5). I ask your forgiveness for delaying this newsletter. Much has been going in our lives over 
the past couple of months, and it is now my pleasure to share some of it with you.  

The Past Few Months... 
Since Easter I have been pouring most of my energy into what could very well be two fulltime jobs-
parish and seminary.  

 In the parish, Vicar Idjon and I have been making evangelism calls and teaching the catechism to 
new members. These efforts could very well, and we pray they do, result in the formation of new 
congregations. This is always the ultimate goal. And how does it work?  

 We are operating with I call the "cathedral concept." We have designated six or seven homes of 
members and prospective members who are willing to host the pastor for a brief service of God's 
Word. They invite their family members and neighbors to attend. Pastor and Vicar take turns 
preaching brief sermons on simple texts such as Matthew 11:28, John 3:16, Galatians 4:4-5, or 1 
John 4:10. We use these small services as opportunities to preach the gospel simply and clearly, 
offer prayers of intercession for the families, and invite folks to join our Matins Service at 8:00am 
on Sundays and the Divine Service at 7:30pm on Wednesdays. After folks have visited our church 
once or twice, we invite them to join our catechism study on Wednesday at 6:30pm. We presently have two older men in our class, 
we are anticipating the participation of another lady, and we are trying to accommodate the work schedules of three young men. 
Meanwhile, we have an average attendance of between 35 and 50 people in Wednesday's Divine Service and between 10 and 15 
in the Sunday Matins Service. 

 Each Friday at 4pm, I teach classes to the future deaconesses of the Dominican Republic. We recently finished a class on the 
History of the Church, and we are currently studying the Old Testament. Our deaconesses will serve the church primarily in the 
capacity of strengthening the families of our community and helping them with various physical needs. Much of this is a 
continuation of what they have already been doing as they inform Pastor and Vicar what special petitions we may include in our 
prayers. Such reports also assist us in learning "who's who" in the community and provide an opportunity for more pastoral visits. 
The key to sustaining a church plant, we have found, is consistent pastoral presence and clear gospel proclamation. 

 We have managed to be consistent with our visits and parish work even as Vicar Idjon has been striving to finish his seminary 
studies before the end of summer. We anticipate his ordination this coming October. To top all of that off, we have been using our 
"days off" to break ground on his new house in Palmar, which we hope to have built within the next year. May God continue to 
open the ears of the people of Palmar to hear the precious gospel of the forgiveness of sins for Jesus' sake and eternal life in His 
name! 

My position on the seminary faculty includes the office of seminary chaplain. I will be in 
charge of daily chapel, fieldwork, including evangelism activities, and vicarages. Over the 
past month I have been contacting our future students and their pastors to help them 
prepare for their transition to the Dominican Republic. In addition to these administrative 
duties and many meetings with the seminary faculty and staff, I have been occupied with 
preparing three classes: "Maestro" (Teaching), in which students are taught the skills of 
thinking and organizing the contents of Scripture for the purpose of teaching theology; 
Dogmatics I, which covers roughly five areas of theology, including introduction to theology, 
Scripture, God, sin, and grace; and Church History I, which covers the theology of the church 
fathers through the first millennium of the church. These and countless other "to-do's" have 

us pressed for action and many last minute decisions. Our building still needs some final 
touches, and we remain deep in the student visa process. Please pray for the faculty, staff, and 
students of our seminary as we move forward with this enormous endeavor. The academic 

year of our seminary, officially named Centro de Misericordia y Seminario Luterano el Reformador, is due to commence on 
September 11. We look forward to dedicating our new Lutheran seminary to the glory of Christ, the extension of His kingdom, and 
the salvation of many souls throughout Latin America!  

Vicar Idjon Fritz

Aerial view of the seminary / 
church / mercy-training center 



 

What do you think of Jesus? 
The images of baby Jesus resting in the arms of Mary and of Jesus suffering and dying on the cross are 
the most common images of our Christian religion. As Lutherans we know very well what these images 
mean because we have been taught to confess Christ according the second article of the Apostles' Creed 
and Luther's explanation in the Small Catechism. 

 But imagine that all you knew about Jesus were what these images portrayed and you had no real 
explanation of what they meant. What would the sight of a helpless baby and a cadaver resting in the arms 
of a grieving mother communicate to people who didn't know anything else the Bible taught? Unfortunately, your average Dominican 
does not no much about Jesus. The Jesus these images conjure in their minds is an object of pity. They can relate to Him in the sense 
that they, too, are weak and must suffer the same fate. For many Dominicans, Jesus "makes atonement" on some level of human 
emotion. He provides them with an outlet-an instrument of catharsis-for dealing with mortality, but He doesn't truly serve as their 
mediator. He is not their patron. Quite the contrary, such images give them the impression that they are His patrons as they offer Him 
their deepest sympathies.  

 If the cross strikes us as a pitiful picture, that's because it is. But Jesus is not the one who needs our pity. What does Jesus say to the 
women in Luke 23 standing on the side of the road weeping as he passes by bearing His cross? He rebukes them: "Daughters of 
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children." That is to say: "Repent. Feel sorry, yes, but feel your own 
sins. It is your sins that cause my pain and my cross." That is what breaks our heart to pieces when we look upon the terrible suffering of 
that innocent man. We are the ones who need His pity. I am the man lost and condemned. I am the one who needs to be redeemed from 
sin, death, and the power of the devil. 

 But repentance calls for more than sorrow over sin. It tells us to take a second look at the Lord God in the manger and 
on the cross with the understanding that He is He is having pity on me. He is compassionate. He is willing to carry our 
sins because He loves us. From His birth to His cross to His resurrection from the dead, He did everything willingly. 
Nobody forced Him to do anything. "No one takes [my life] from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again." (John 10:18). Jesus had a purpose. When we look at 
the cross, we see "Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God" (Hebrews 12:2). 

 Where Christ is powerless, the saints take His place as mediators between God and man.But the biblical Jesus, 
crucified, risen, and seated at the right hand of the Father, gives us the full picture. Jesus, true God and true man, is 

powerful to mediate for us. 

 "For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, 
which is the testimony given at the proper time" (1 Tim. 2:5-6). 

Even in his weakness, Jesus is strong to save us. The old Spanish translation of Luther's meaning to the second article of the Creed 
captures this concept well: "He has rescued and conquered me, "me ha rescatado y conquistado," in order that I might be his own. But 
how did he do this? Not with gold and silver as the Spanish conquistadors had done five hundred years ago, but with his holy precious 
blood. In His death, Jesus was winning. He was conquering us with divine love. He was forgiving those who killed him. Forgiving us. And 
that is the message God has sent us to bring to the people of the Dominican Republic. Essential to evangelism is filling in these images 
with the biblical teaching concerning Jesus. Look to the Christ Child. Look to the cross. When you do, notice that He is looking back at 
you and loving you. He is pleading for you. He is forgiving you. He is making you His own. He is giving you eternal life. That is the good 
news we are privileged to preach in the Dominican Republic! 

Reflections from home, by Jennifer 

Since you last heard from us we have finished our academic homeschool year and 
summer is in full swing. Overall, it was a productive school year, with a good bit of 
"book learning" and even more of "life learning" with our move here back in early 
November and all the settling in that has followed that transition. David and I have 
toured many Dominican schools and will continue to do so this next year in hopes of 
finding a good fit for our children in which to immerse for language learning. I have 
recently started up a "Play at the Preus's" monthly event, in which women and 
children are invited to our home one Saturday morning a month for social time for the 
ladies, play for the kids, and a light breakfast. 

A Gathering at Pastor Fritzler’s house, 
David’s seminary colleague 

Continued on next page 



As I write this, the children and I are enjoying a month back in the states at Jenny's 
hometown, taking advantage of library programs and pool memberships, as well as a 
good old-fashioned July 4th celebration! Most importantly, we have been concerned about 
our beloved Grandma Reagles (Jenny's mom) who's health took a bad turn recently as the 
result of a bacterial blood infection. Treatment for her escalated to admission to Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester where much testing and treatment was administered, and potential 
drastic surgeries were discussed. By the grace of God, she now seems to be healing with-
out additional serious intervention, and so we are optimistic that she will continue to heal 
under the doctor's care while at home. Gracias a Dios!!! We consider it a blessing to have 
been in Minnesota when this health decline took place so that I was able to follow her situ-
ation closely and lend support to dad and siblings during the difficult time. We continue to 
pray for her full recovery!  As we wrap up our stay here, we look ahead to attending the 
missionary retreat in Punta Cana with other Latin American missionaries and their families 
in early August, after our return from America back to Santiago, DR.  

Picture of us following mom’s 
release from Mayo Clinic 

Vaya con Dios! 
Until the next edition of the Preus Family in the Dominican Republic, go with God! The one who sustains all things by His Word 
became flesh in order to reveal the glory of His grace. And our gracious Lord Jesus remains with us. May God comfort you with 
this Word every day and may He send you safe travels during this summer, good company, and precious time with loved ones. 
We thank you all for your generous support and prayers. You are God's answer to our prayers for daily bread. Thank you! 

In Christ our Powerful Savior, 
Pastor David Preus and family 

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to: The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861. Make 
check payable to The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Preus-Dominican” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the 
LCMS website at http://www.lcms.org/preus. 

https://www.facebook.com/Preus.Dominican 

To the faithful at Gloria Dei, 

Thank you for your very generous gift to Issues, Etc. and 
for you faithful service in Florida. 

Wir sind alle Bettler  

Todd Wilken 

www.issuesetc.org 
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Lutheran Women in Mission! 
In the Mustard Seed Daily Devotion “What Would We Do Without 
Friends?” the author, Marcia Gomulka use Proverbs 27:9, Perfume 

and incense bring joy to the heart, and the pleasantness of a friend springs from their 
heartfelt advise, to compare the aroma of perfume to the sweet advice of a good friend, 
a friend with whom we can share anything. One who listens and loves us enough to give 
sound advice. That’s the kind of friend God instructs us to be: one who nurtures lasting 
friendships with love and prayers and gives God-pleasing advice, a friend whose pres-
ence is as sweet as the aroma of lilacs in the spring. Love must be sincere. Be devoted 
to one another in love (Romans 12:9a-10a) Have you remembered to thank my friends 
for their sound advice? The devotion ends with this prayer: Thank you, Lord, for the 
wonderful friends You have placed in my life. I am blessed by the joy they bring to me. I 
pray in the name of my loving Savior and Best Friend, Jesus. Amen. Come an join your 
sisters in Christ in Bible Study, fellowship and fun. You might be surprised how your re-
lationships grow! 

Here are some upcoming events! 

September: 23  Family Fun night ~ Chili cook-off and Bingo!! 

29-Oct 1 District Retreat at Villas by the Sea, Jekyll Island, GA
Registration open until August 31st 

October: 28 Zone Rally at Gloria Dei  

November: 12   Soup and Bake Sale 

December: 2 Christmas Brunch “God’s Gifts”  

17 Christmas Cookie Sale 

Please keep collecting your mites and praying for our national and 
district mission grants. If you need a mite box please stop by the 
purple table in the hallway and pick one up!  

For more information on LWML please go to WWW.LWML.Org or 
 for the district website WWW.FLGALWML.com 
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 BIBLE STUDIES 

Please join the women of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League  

1st and 3rd Saturdays  
at 9 a.m.—11 a.m  

for Breakfast/Bible study 
We will meet in the chapel.  

All women are invited! 

Joyful Hearts  
Women’s Bible Study 
Meets on Wednesday  

9:30 a.m. 
in the chapel. 

All women are welcome! 

PASTOR POULOS LEADS THE FOLLOWING BIBLE STUDIES 

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. "Bible Foundations!"   
Why we believe what we believe! 

Wednesday evening bible study will resume in September. 

Monday Night Bible Study 
meets each Monday in the 
chapel at 7 p.m. 

They are studying “A Longer 
Look at the Lessons”   

Delve deeper into each 
week's three Scripture 
readings with “A Longer Look 
at the Lessons.” This Bible 
study is based on the 
lectionary in the Lutheran 
Service Book, and provides 
information about the 
readings and their contexts.   

For more information please 
contact Elaine Carstens 954-
587-8394

Men’s Breakfast and 
Bible Study   

Every Saturday 8 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall,  

Followed by Bible 
Study In Room 32 

Hot Breakfast $4.00   
For more info  

contact Bruce Caruso  
at 954-962-4186 

Luke's carefully written Gospel, compiled 
from both oral and written accounts, 
points to God's gracious salvation 
through His Son, Jesus Christ.  The 
peace that Christ has brought to the 
world enables us to break out in a liturgy 
of praise.  The salvation story did not 
end with Christ's ascension, however; 
Christ's Church is called to go to "all na-
tions"-men, women, children, the poor, 
the sick, and the disenfranchised-
proclaiming the victory found only in Je-
sus Christ.  Luke speaks to us about 

God's plan for bringing salvation to both 
Jew and Gentile; believers' unceasing 
joy upon hearing the Good News; the 
work of the Holy Spirit in Jesus' life and 
in our own; the enduring value and im-
portance of prayer. 

All men welcome! 
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YOUR COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE FOR NEWS, INFORMATION & 
TRUTH...Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken and  produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL. You 
can listen to what you want when you want at  www.issuesetc.org and 
on the new Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 

www.LutheranPublicRadio.org 

www.worldvieweverlasting.com 

www.whatdoesthismean.org 



7601 SW 39th St. 
Davie, Florida 33328 

954-475-0683

The owners of these businesses and 
professional services provide this monthly 

newsletter at no cost to Gloria Dei families. 

Please contact them and  
make use of their services or products. 




