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EASTER 2017:  
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Where does the phrase “He 
is risen. He is risen, indeed. 
Alleluia!” come from? 
The angels proclaimed the Easter 
greeting to the women who arrived 
at Jesus’ tomb (Matt. 28:6). The 
women were sent by the angels to 
speak the words to the disciples 
(Luke 24:9). The disciples also 
began to speak these words to one 

another (Luke 24:34). The followers of Jesus continue to this day to 
speak the Easter greeting, which is more than a report. It’s a 
proclamation of the Gospel. It proclaims the forgiveness of sins, life 
and salvation to all who are condemned by sin and death. In this way, 
we participate in that first announcement of Easter. We proclaim one to 
another that death has been swallowed up by the death of Jesus, and 
we shall live forever because Jesus is risen. 

What do the stripping of the altar on Good Friday and 
the replacing of the paraments for Easter symbolize? 
Jesus underwent great humiliation during His trial when His clothing 
was stripped from Him (Matt. 27:28). When Jesus died, His followers 
came and wrapped His body with linen cloths. When the women came 
to the tomb three days later, they expected to find His body there but 
only found His grave clothes. Jesus left the clothes of death behind 
Him. The stripping of the altar and the replacing of the paraments 
make us part of the wonderful events surrounding Jesus’ death and 
crucifixion. We are not observers but participants. The altar is fully 
clothed again on Easter, proclaiming to us the things the women saw 
when they went to the tomb of Jesus. 

Continued on next page 



 

 

What is the purpose of the Paschal candle at the Easter Vigil? 

The paschal candle is the largest candle in the church. This candle represents the pillar of cloud 
and fire that led the children of Israel through the wilderness and into the Promised Land. One of 
the most important moments of the Easter Vigil is the lighting of this candle. The people’s mini-
paschal candles are lit from the new flame. Jesus was crucified, buried and sealed in the tomb 
but rose again in glory. The light that dispels all darkness is renewed for us as Christ leads us 
into life eternal by His mighty resurrection. The darkness of Good Friday gives way to the light 
of the early Easter morning. We are led from darkness into new life in heaven through Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead. 

 

Why are many churches designed in the shape of a cross? 

The aisles at the front and center of our churches intersect to form the shape of the cross. In 
larger churches, side apses make this cross shape even more apparent. Those who have been 
marked with the sign of the holy cross both upon their foreheads and upon their hearts in Holy 
Baptism live their lives under and in the cross of Christ. Cross-marked lives are shaped as they 
come to the cross-shaped house as Jesus puts the mark of His cross on them again. Meaning, 
life and forgiveness are found in the place where the message of the cross is preached and the 
fruits of the cross are given out. 

 

What’s the difference between a crucifix and an empty cross? 

Baby Jesus appears in our manger at Christmas even though He is now risen from the dead. We 
know that Jesus is no longer in the manger, but His bodily presence there comforts us with what 
He did when He came to earth and was born for us. The body of Jesus on the cross proclaims 
the Christ who died but is now risen from the dead. Jesus is no longer on the cross, but the cross 
with Jesus’ body on it proclaims what Jesus has completed for our salvation. The cross, full or 
empty, proclaims the atonement of Christ for sin. In both cases, we are reminded of the one 
person who was crucified whose cross was not the end of the story. 

 

Where does the name Easter come from? 

German and English speakers call the day of Christ’s resurrection “Easter.” Christians in other 
countries refer to Easter by some form of the name for Passover. While the origin of the name of 
Easter is disputed, some believe that it comes from the German word for “resurrection” or the 
German word “east.” The women went to the tomb when the sun had risen. As we gather in our 
churches during the early morning light, the sun, rising in the east, proclaims Easter, the light of 
Christ who has risen from the dead. 

 

By: Pastor Christopher Seifferlein 
The Rev. Christopher Seifferlein is Pastor of Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Adell, Wis. 

This article was first published in the print The Lutheran Witness.  
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THE LORD’S SUPPER: “FOR ME?” 
Why do Christians receive the Lord’s Supper? To 
whom was it given? We would never in a million years 
dare to think we have earned or deserved something 
so precious as the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. We should never believe that we have become 
worthy enough to have it. The reason we take Christ’s 
Body and Blood in the Lord’s Supper is because 
Jesus told us to. He said, “This is my body, which is 
given for you” (Luke 22:19), and “This cup that is 
poured out for you is the new covenant in my 
blood” (Luke 22:20). 

The Controversy 

It seems plain to us now, but it wasn’t always this way. The words of Scripture are clear, but 
false teachers cloud and complicated these unmistakable words. During the time of the 
Reformation (16th century), the Roman Catholic church would give only the bread, that is, the 
body of Christ, to Christians. They would withhold the wine, the blood of Christ, from them. 
These are good intentions: They feared spilling the blood of Christ. They reasoned that since 
the bread is Christ’s body, therefore, His body must contain the blood also (This is called the 
teaching of “concomitance”). As a result of this, the Lutherans also condemned the “Corpus 
Cristi” (a procession with the consecrated bread to ward o� violence and natural disasters) 
because Christ did not give His Body and Blood for this reason. But good intentions and human 
understanding should never trump the Word of God. Even though this was implemented with the 
greatest intent, man-made laws—no matter how pious and holy they might seem—should never 
take precedence over God’s Word. (For a bright example of this, read Matthew 15. Here, Christ 
rebukes the Pharisees for putting their traditions over and above the 4th Commandment.) 

Instead of learning from man’s opinions, we should learn from Jesus. What do the words of 
Christ say? “Take, Eat,” “Drink of it all of you,” “this is for you.” This was a point of contention 
between the Lutherans and the Roman Catholics. The Lutherans held tightly to the words of 
Christ, while the Roman Catholics put reason and tradition above the Word of God! The 
Lutherans believe, teach, and confess, “the laity are given both kinds (body and blood) in the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper because this practice has the Lord’s command, Drink of it, all of 
you (Matthew 26:27). Christ has clearly commanded that all should drink from the 
cup” (Augsburg Confession: Article XXII, 1). We boldly say that “any custom introduced against 
God’s commandments is not to be allowed . . . . the division of the Sacrament does not agree 
with the ordinance of Christ” (Ibid., 9-12). 
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For You 

Take heart in this, dear saints: God’s Word is clear. His Word 
is intelligible and manifest. You don’t need specialized 
knowledge to comprehend the words that Christ spoke! You 
don’t need a way to “decode” the Bible. Read the Word. 
What does it say? Then, that is what God says. You can be 
confident that Christ has given you His very Body and Blood 
for your forgiveness. He has not chosen to give you a part of 
His body or a piece of Himself, but all of Himself. He has 
given you everything He has. The same body that was 

placed in a manger, that walked on water, and that was crucified upon a cross is the same body 
you receive into your mouth for your salvation. The same blood that dripped from His pores, that 
leaked from His pierced feet, and that was poured onto the earth is the same blood that you 
drink for your redemption. The same Word that God used to speak this world into existence is 
the same Word that says, “for you.” The Body and Blood of Christ are not for an elite class of 
Christians or Priests. 

Christ’s Body and Blood are given for penitent sinners to eat and drink. Dr. Luther says, “Fasting 
and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is truly worthy and 
well prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 
But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for 
the words “for you” require all hearts to believe” (Luther’s Small Catechism, The Sacrament of 
the Altar). Believe. Take. Eat. This is for you. 

By Pastor Roberto Rojas 
The Rev. Roberto Rojas is Pastor of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Winter Garden, FL. 

WHY WE ATTEND DIVINE SERVICE 
The necessity of attendance by Christians at the Divine Service is grounded in our need and in 
Christ’s gifts.  We face the continual struggle against sin in this fallen world in which weekly we 
need the assurance of forgiveness and strengthening in the faith.  Our Lord in turn gives His gifts 
of the Means of Grace (the Word, Holy Baptism, Holy Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper) which 
go on in the Divine Service in order to deliver forgiveness to us and strengthen us in the faith 
through His Holy Spirit.  Our Lord offers His gifts, and the natural response of faith is to receive 
those Means of Grace as Christ is present for us.  

Christians need to appreciate the uniqueness of God’s gifts that are present in the Divine 
Service.  There we encounter God in ways that we cannot encounter Him at any other time.  
There He gives forgiveness and assurance in ways that do not occur at any other time.  In the 
Holy Absolution, God speaks to us in the first person through His called servant and says, “I 
forgive you all your sins.”  In the reading and proclamation of the Word God addresses us 
through His called servant.  In the Lord’s Supper, Christ is present with us in His true body and 
blood for the forgiveness of sins and strengthening in the faith.  

Continued on next page 



 

 

Faith says “Yes!” to God’s gifts of the Means of Grace that go on in the Divine Service.  When we 
reject the gifts by not attending the Divine Service where they go on and Christ is present for us, 
this is not the action of faith and it indicates two things: 1. The individual does not take his/her sin 
seriously. 2. The individual does not take our Lord’s gifts of the Means of Grace seriously. 

If people cease to eat, they will eventually die.  It is the same with a person’s faith.  When 
people cease to be fed by God’s Means of Grace in the Divine Service they are putting their 
faith at great risk.   

For this very reason, God commands Christians to attend the Divine Service.  The Third 
Commandment expresses God’s will that Christians are to hold God’s Word sacred and gladly 
hear and learn it in the Divine Service.  Our Lord has commanded Christians to partake of His 
Supper with the words, “Do this in remembrance of me” (1Corinthians 11:24).  God knows our 
need and the gifts He has provided for us.  God commands us to attend the Divine Service and 
refusal to obey – refusal to say “yes” to God’s gifts - is sin.  No matter whether we approach 
attendance at the Divine Service from the Gospel and God’s gifts or whether we approach 
attendance from the Law and God’s command, the matter is clear: attendance at the Divine 
Service is not an “option” for the Christian.  

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).  
His words remind us that simply calling ourselves “Christians” does not make us Christians in 
God’s eyes.  Simply claiming to have “faith” does not mean faith as Christ defines it is present in 
us.  Faith as defined by Christ and the Scriptures is a faith that acknowledges its need and 
joyfully says “Yes!” to God’s gifts of the Means of Grace that go on in the Divine Service.  A 
consideration of our attendance habits at the Divine Service prompts us to reflect upon whether 
we are living the faith as Christ has established and defined it.  Such reflection is an open 
invitation to say “Yes!” to God’s gifts of the Means of Grace by more regularly and faithfully 
making use of them in the Divine Service.  

Scriptures 
God’s Word is very clear in its command and assumption that Christians will attend the Divine 
Service weekly: 

Exodus 20:8 Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer. 

Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. 

1Corinthians 11:24-25 “Do this in remembrance of me.” 

1 Timothy 4:13 Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and to 
teaching. 

Hebrews 10:25 Let us not give up meeting together, as is the habit of some, but let us encourage 
one another, and all the more, as you see the day drawing near. 
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Lutheran Confessions 
The confessions of our Church are very clear that Christians will regularly attend the Divine Service: 

The Third Commandment – Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  What does this mean?  
We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred 
and gladly hear and learn it. (Small Catechism I.5-6). 

God wants this commandment to be kept strictly and will punish all who despise his  Word and 
refuse to hear and learn it, especially at the times appointed (Large Catechism 1.95).  

 
What is meant is that those who want to be Christians should prepare themselves to receive this 
blessed sacrament frequently (Large Catechism V.39). 

Nevertheless, let is be understood that people who abstain and absent themselves from the 
sacrament over a long period of time are not to be considered Christians (Large Catechism V.42). 

In the first place, we have a clear text in the very words of Christ, “DO THIS in remembrance of me.”  
These are words that instruct and command us, urging all those who want to be Christians to 
partake of the sacrament.  Therefore, whoever wants to be a disciple of Christ – it is those to whom 
he is speaking here – must faithfully hold to this sacrament, not from compulsion, forced by humans, 
but to obey and please the Lord Christ (Large Catechism V.45). 

Thus you see that we are not granted liberty to despise the sacrament.  When a person, with 
nothing to hinder him, lets a long period of time elapse without ever desiring the sacrament, I call 
that despising it.  If you want such liberty, you may as well take the further liberty not to be a 
Christian; then you need not believe or pray, for the one is just as much Christ’s commandment as 
the other (Large Catechism V.49). 

All we are doing is to urge you to do what you ought to do, not for our sake but for your own.  He 
invites you and incites you, and if you want to show contempt for his sacrament, you must answer 
for it yourself (Large Catechism V.52). 

It is certainly true, as I have found in my own experience, and as everyone will find in his or her own 
case, that if a person stays away from the sacrament, day by day he or she will become more and 
more callous and cold and will eventually spurn it altogether (Large Catechism V.53). 

Surely it is a sin and a shame that, when he so tenderly and faithfully summons and exhorts  us for 
our highest and greatest good, we regard it with such disdain, neglecting it so long that we grow 
quite cold and callous and lose all desire and love for it (Large Catechism V.67). 

Thus you have on God’s part both the commandment and the promise of the Lord Christ.  
Meanwhile, on your part, you ought to be induced by your own need, which hangs around your 
neck and which is the very reason for this command, invitation, and promise (Large Catechism V.71). 

If you could see how many daggers, spears and arrows are aimed at you every moment, you would 
be glad to come to the sacrament as often as you can.  The only reason we go about so securely 
and heedlessly is that we neither imagine nor believe that we are in the flesh, in the wicked world, 
or under the kingdom of the devil (Large Catechism V.82). 

Also, excommunication is pronounced on the openly wicked and on those who despise the 
sacraments (Apology of the Augsburg Confession XI.4). 

By Pastor Mark Surburg 
The Rev. Mark Surburg is Pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Marion, IL. 
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Holy Week ~ 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday ~ April 13 Maundy Thursday 

Friday ~ April 14 Good Friday 
Saturday ~ April 15 Easter Vigil 

Sunday ~ April 16 Easter Sunday 
8:00 a.m. and 10:45 am 

Easter Egg Hunt ~ 9:30 a.m. 
Easter Breakfast ~ 9-11 a.m. 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
 One of my students just got glasses for the first time.  She really needed them; she couldn’t see the 
board from the front row.  The first day she had the glasses it was a joy to watch her.  She raised the glasses 
to see how things looked different under the glasses without looking through them.  She lowered the glasses 
to see how things looked different above the glasses without looking through them.  She turned her head to 
the right.  She turned her head to the left.  She volunteered in class when we were working from the board.  
She showed a confidence that hadn’t been apparent before.  Nothing had really changed.  Everything just 
looked different for her. 

 I wonder if that is how things were for the first disciples.  Nothing had changed in their world.  They still 
had meals to prepare.  People still were sick.  The sun came up every morning and set every evening.  Yet 
things looked different for them because they had seen their risen Lord.  The problems were in His hands.  
They knew peace being reconciled with God. 

 For us today, our world is the same as it is for those around us.  The car doesn’t start.  The washing ma-
chine breaks.  We don’t pass that major test.  We can’t find the keys.  We get sick.  Those we love die.  Yet 
things look different for us because we know God is in control, and we know He loves us and works for our 
good.  He proved it when Jesus died for us. 

 This past year two of my former students died.  The school where I began teaching is celebrating their 
60th anniversary, and as I wrote to them I thought of the first grade student who died of cancer.  These things 
happen in the world because of sin, but what joy and comfort we have in knowing that Jesus conquered sin, 
death, and the devil.  I know I will see my students again one day alive and healthy.  Things are different when 
you know Jesus.  He gives us the vision of eternity with God. 

Sharon Vonada 
Interim Principal, Academy 



 

 SEMINARIAN SPOTLIGHT: 
THE BLANKEN FAMILY 

Please keep our seminarian families in your prayers: 

Sam, Leah, Ben and Charlotte Sessa, 10970 Roxbury Plaza, Apt 322, Omaha, NE 68137  

Devin, Melissa, Penny and Devin, Jr. Murphy 909 13th St. N, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 

Alex and Annie Blanken, 5609 Old Dover Blvd., Apt 6, Ft Wayne, IN 46835 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

I am happy to write to you in confidence that we share 
the same faith. I hope to visit you soon this upcoming 
break after we move into a new apartment. We have 
found that living in a one bedroom apartment with a 
newborn is not very productive (especially since Evelyn 
has been fussy, possible teething?), so we are looking to 
move to a larger apartment. Evelyn needs her room and 
I need a space to work in quiet. 

However, besides this small inconvenience, we are at 
peace. Evelyn is happy and healthy. She has become 
much more talkative and her personality is starting to 
shine through. Annie and I are looking toward the day 
when she will begin to talk. I hope to share our joy with you soon when we visit. 

As far as our work, we are both busy, but we are still finding time to spend with one another. 
Last quarter, this was very difficult; but this quarter’s lighter workload has been beneficial for 
the both of us.  

As far as schoolwork, everything is well. I recently received my report card for the winter quar-
ter and was very pleased with the results. I want you to know that I think of you often when I am 
studying and wish to make all of you proud. As a student preparing for the ministry, I know that 
I have an obligation not only to the seminary, but to the greater whole of the church (in all time 
and places).  

Recently, my father and I went on Ancestry.com and traced our family history. We found out 
that there were about ten Lutheran pastors on my father’s side of the family that we were una-
ware of. So, I have been thinking: this faith which you and I share is a gift to us from our forefa-
thers. It is the faith we each individually believe, but also the faith that has been handed down 
to us through the church. When I think of this, I find myself comforted knowing that others have 
done this before me.  

If you have a minute sitting in the chairs before a Sunday service, flip through a hymnal and 
look at the dates when hymns are written on the bottom of the page. You will be refreshed 
knowing that your confession of faith goes back to the earliest days of the church. We are part 
of the one true apostolic church, throughout all time. This is an especially comforting thought 
knowing that when we commune at the altar, all of our Christian ancestors are there with us. 

I hope that this letter finds you all at peace in the comfort of our Lord’s cross. I hope to visit you 
soon so that I can tell you more in person about everything that is going on, but alas there is 
not enough space for everything. I miss you all very much. 

 

In the love of Christ, 

 

Alex 

alexander.blanken@ctsfw.edu 



Our two‐night camping trip at C. B. Smith Park was a success!  The weather was beau ful and 
we had a great turn‐out of girls and families.  Friday night was spent se ng up tents and enjoying free 

me.  We also had a nice fire with S’mores.  Saturday was packed with ac vi es – cooking breakfast; 
fishing; knot‐tying; fire safety/fire building; making fire starters; compass and orienteering; knife 
safety; crea ng edible fire out of pretzels, marshmallows and other goodies; older girls, Pioneers, 
teaching younger girls, cra s and outdoor skills; and cooking dinner…and those were just the 
organized ac vi es!! 

The girls also found me to go hiking, finding some surprisingly challenging places to climb up 
and slide down.  They also found a bee hive!  A er dark, we enjoyed another fire and got a taste of a 
cobbler dessert made in a Dutch oven.  Sunday morning, we had an easy breakfast followed by a 
Vespers service with a devo on and couple of hymns.  By the me we were finished, it was me to 
pack up.  Thankfully, most of the tents were dry and could be packed away without having to set them 
up again at home.  The stragglers went on a final hike together, and then we all headed home for the 
day, red but happy. 

Take a look at our bulle n board in the hallway just before you reach the women’s bathroom.  You will find 

informa on about American Heritage Girls as well as informa on specific to our Troop.  You are invited to take the 

bookmarks and informa on slips to share with families who have daughters you think might be interested in the 

program. 

Please spread the word about your troop.  If anyone is interested in more informa on, they can contact Jim or Debbie 
MacGregor at 785‐207‐3796 or send an email to ahg.fl1483@gmail.com or email Darla Schulte at 
darla_schulte@bellsouth.net. 

Our next big event is a service project scheduled for the end of the month.  We’re expec ng 
over 20 girls and family members to par cipate in the Million Meal Pack, sponsored by the Miami 
Dolphins.  

For Mother’s Day in May, the moms are looking forward to a brunch prepared and served by 
the girls and their dads!! 



Apr i l  2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Gloria Dei Academy 
Spring Break 
April 10—14 
No School 

1 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9am LWML Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
1pm-GriefShare 

2
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

3 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

4 
10:30am-Prayer Shawl 

5 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
6pm-Lenten Soup Supper 
7pm Divine Service 
8pm-Christianity 102 

6 
5pm-American Heritage 
Girls 

7 8 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
1pm-GriefShare 

9 
Palm Sunday 
Blood Drive 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

10 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

11 12 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 

13 
Manudy Thursday 
7pm Divine Service 

14 
Good Friday 
7pm Service 

15 
Easter Vigil  7pm Service 
8am-Men’s Breakfast  
& Bible Study 
9am LWML Breakfast  
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
1pm-GriefShare 

16
Easter Sunday 
8am-Divine Service 
8:30-11-Breakfast 
9:30am-Easter Egg Hunt 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

17 
School Closed 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

18 19 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 

20 
5pm-American Heritage 
Girls 

21 22 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
1pm-GriefShare 

23 
8am-Divine Service 
9:30am-Sunday School 
10:45am-Divine Service 

24 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
6:30pm-School Board 
Meeting 
7pm-”A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” Bible Study 

25 
6:30pm-Church Council 

26 
9:30am-Joyful Hearts—
Women’s Bible Study 
10:30am-4pm Thrift  
Shop Open 
7pm Divine Service 
8pm-Christianity 102 

27 28 29 
8am-Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
9:30am-1:30pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
1pm-GriefShare 



BIRTHDAYS 
April / May 2017 

Skyler Kern 4/1 

Lourdes Bray 4/5 

Jamie Coxe 4/5 

Nina Poulos 4/5 

Sean Hoyt 4/6 

Susan Grimmett 4/8 

Kathy Marriott 4/10 

Bruce Caruso 4/11 

Linda Malone 4/11 

Dale Devier 4/13 

Anthony Gallardo 4/14 

Donald Coxe, Jr. 4/15 

Debra Larsen 4/15 

Pastor Poulos 4/17 

Rebecca Jones 4/18 

Helen Hadden 4/19 

Ken Zugar 4/19 

Barry Vonada 4/26 

Edgar Carstens 4/29 

Sam Croup 5/1 

Marisella James 5/3 

Cheryl Smith 5/4 

Carol Chaddock 5/5 

Natalie Gifford 5/5 

Carol Jones 5/5 

Huy Pham 5/5 

*Jonah Lehman 5/9 

Nick Babzien 5/11 

Decker Lee 5/13 

Steven Caruso 5/16 

David Baruch 5/17 

Marilyn Mills 5/18 

Raymond Shore 5/20 

Lynne Donnelly 5/24 

Karolina Heller 5/28 

Dennis Adams 5/29 

John Flynn 5/29 

Benjamin Sessa 5/29 

Thomas Heckman 5/30 

Alexander Cusumano 5/31 

*Missionary Family

ANNIVERSARIES 
April / May 2017 

Doug and Doris Roberts 4/1 

Jose and Lori Urtecho 4/2 

Jeri and Marisella James 4/11 

Ron and Barbara Reitsma 4/12 

Russell and Lourdes Bray 4/15 

Alex and Marie Harbar 4/17 

Sean and Lea Hoyt 4/24 

Joe and Deborah Meighen 4/25 

Edgar and Elaine Carstens 5/1 

Raymond and Maria Shore 5/7 

*Rev. Adam and Christine Lehman     5/11

Roger and Jean Schlie 5/24 

Steven and Luanne Wallice 5/24 

Kurt and Debra Larsen 5/25 

Bob and Kathi Hauck 5/27 

*Missionary Family



A
P
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IL

2017

1. that God would bless the work 
of the Rev. Duane Meissner, the
first LCMS missionary to Belize, as
he plants Lutheran churches in
the country.

2. for the Meissner family. Ask
the Lord to give Meissner’s wife,
Elizabeth, and their children con-
tentment and joy in their lives in
Central America.

3. for the people of Seine Bight, the
village where Meissner is working.
Pray that they would work together
to solve community problems.

4. for Belizeans — and all people 
— who do not yet know Jesus Christ 
as their Lord and Savior. Pray that
the Holy Spirit would work in their
hearts to bring them to the knowl-
edge of the truth.

5. that the Lord would provide 
a permanent meeting place for 
Meissner’s emerging congregation.
Since last fall, they have been hold-
ing Bible studies and church services
at picnic tables and other outdoor
meeting areas in the village.

6. with thanksgiving for the work 
of the Belize Mission Society and other 

groups that have paved the way for 
the Gospel through their mission 
trips and mercy work.

7. for the health and safety of the 
Meissner family and all those who 
travel to Belize on mission trips.

8. with thanksgiving for devel-
opments in Meissner’s ministry. He
held his first official church service
in Seine Bight on Epiphany at the
urging of members of the women’s
Bible study.

9. that those who attend Bible 
studies and services would continue to 
bring new friends and family members 
each week. 

10. for those in Seine Bight who are 
impacted by sickness or infirmity, that
the Lord would grant them healing
or comfort according to His will.

11. for those in the village who 
continue to follow traditional religions.
Pray that the Lord would lead them
to faith in His Son, Jesus Christ, who
died on the cross and rose again to
save all people from their sins.

12. that interest in the Lutheran 
church would grow in nearby villages 
as well.

13. with thanksgiving that the 
Word of God does not return empty. 
Pray that it would take root in hearts
and minds in Belize.

14. that God would send more 
missionaries to serve alongside the 
Meissners. In this country of 350,000
people, the harvest is plentiful, but
the workers are few.

15. for the future of the Lutheran 
church in Belize. Pray that the Lord
would continue building His Church
in this place.

Pray For Us Calendar
These prayer requests were submitted by coworkers in the Lord’s mission. 
Congregations and individuals are invited to copy these pages for newsletters or other 
distribution. Download at lcms.org/prayforus or call 888-843-5267 to request a copy.

Remember God’s work in Belize as you pray:

BELIZE — APRIL 1-15  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) officially began work in Belize in 2015, when 
the first LCMS missionary was called to the country. However, the Belize Mission Society, an LCMS Recognized Service 
Organization, has been sending mission teams to the country since 2003 to hold vacation Bible schools, organize dental 
clinics and do other projects.

INVOLVEMENT IDEAS
• Want to learn more about mission work
in Belize? Read an article about the Rev.
Duane Meissner and his work planting
churches: engage.lcms.org/planting-
churches-in-belize-winter-2017.

• The LCMS and Alliance Defending 
Freedom have collaborated on a free 
resource that provides guidance on how
congregations, schools and ministries 
can protect against and prepare for 
religious liberty intrusions. Download 
Protecting Your Ministry at blogs.lcms.
org/2016/new-legal-guide.

• Visit lcms.org/armedforces to learn 
more about LCMS Ministry to the 
Armed Forces, including how you 
can get involved with supporting U.S.
servicemen and women.

• Find resources to help you bear 
witness to Christ as you speak about 
and support life, marriage and religious
freedom at lcms.org/freetobefaithful.

Primary school students pray before eating a 
free meal provided through the Belize Mission 
Society’s lunch program.

PHOTOS:  LCMS COMMUNICATIONS/ERIK M. LUNSFORD

Lovina listens as the Rev. Duane Meissner, 
career missionary to Belize, reads a devotion 
during a visit to her home.

http://engage.lcms.org/planting-churches-in-belize-winter-2017
http://engage.lcms.org/planting-churches-in-belize-winter-2017
http://blogs.lcms.org/2016/new-legal-guide
http://blogs.lcms.org/2016/new-legal-guide
http://lcms.org/armedforces
http://lcms.org/freetobefaithful


16. for all Christians in the United 
States and around the world this Easter 
Sunday, that through Jesus Christ’s
death and resurrection, they, too,
might be raised to the newness of life
by God’s life-giving Spirit.

17. for those who struggle with 
same-sex attraction. Help them — and
all of us — to find in God’s unfailing
love the grace to deny all desires that
are against His will.

18. that we might have the spirit 
of wisdom and compassion, so that
we may rightly speak God’s words
of judgment and mercy to all who
will hear.

19. for Christians who are being 
sued because of their religious beliefs.
Pray that the Lord would be with
them during their trials and guide our
country to find a balance that pro-
tects the rights of all.

20. with thanksgiving for the many 
freedoms we enjoy as citizens of the 
United States. Please pray that God
would preserve these freedoms here
and around the world.

21. for Christians around the world 
who are persecuted for their faith. 
Strengthen them with God’s Spirit
and make them bold to confess His
saving name.

22. for life, that all children
would be welcomed and loved in
America today.

23. for college students and military 
personnel, two groups who are pro-
foundly affected by the government’s
intrusion into the realm of the Church.
Keep them faithful to Jesus, their Lord
and Savior.

24. with thanksgiving for our 
military chaplains, who are under
increasing pressure to remain silent
about the faith, but who continue to
preach Christ.

25. for marriage, that husbands
and wives would find in Christ’s un-
failing love for His Bride, the Church,
and her devotion and submission to
Him the pattern for their married life.

26. for our LCMS congressmen and 
representatives, that they would be
courageous in their defense of the
truth and that they would faithfully
serve in the vocation in which God
has placed them.

27. for President Donald Trump, 
that he would lead the country with
wisdom and uphold the rights —
especially of freedom of religion —
afforded in the U.S. Constitution.

28. for religious liberty, that our
rights to live, worship and care for
others be upheld so that we may bear
witness to Christ in all we do.

29. for all the citizens of the United 
States, that we would once again
place value on the lives of all peo-
ple, on marriage between a man
and woman, and on the freedom
to worship.

30. for LCMS staffers in Washington, 
D.C., that they would remain faithful
to God’s Word, even when their jobs
conflict with their beliefs.

A
P

R
IL

2017

MISSIONARY & PERSONNEL BIRTHDAYS
Download the prayer cards of 
missionaries and other personnel from  
lcms.org/prayercards.

April 1  J.P. Cima, Southeast Asia;
Joshua Gale, Peru;
Jenn Wolf, Kenya

April 2  Rebecca Lopez, Brownsville, Texas

April 10  Angela Sharp, Uruguay;
Shauen Trump, Eastern and  
Southern Africa

April 12  Gail Grieser, Macau;
Eric Stinnett, Ethiopia

April 13  Benjamin Helge, Eurasia

April 16  Melissa DeGroot, Philadelphia, Pa.

April 18  Robert Ferrin, Hong Kong

April 19  Valerie Sue Stonebreaker, Togo

April 23  Kendra McNatt, Germany

April 26  Sarah Kanoy, Kenya

April 27  Gretchen Weesner Aguilar, Asia;
Jacqueline Duke, Peru;
Micah Wildauer, Togo

April 28  Markie Burch, Peru;
Matthew Fick, Taiwan

April 29  Elizabeth Meissner, Belize

MILITARY CHAPLAINS WITH BIRTHDAYS IN APRIL: 
Chaplain Douglas Ochner, Fort Gordon, Ga., 
and Chaplain Matthew Mortenson, Fort Hood, 
Texas. 

Remember God’s work through the “Free to be Faithful” initiative as you pray:

FREE TO BE FAITHFUL — APRIL 16–30  In 2012, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) launched “Free to 
be Faithful,” an initiative that educates and raises awareness about the increasing intrusions by the government and 
culture into the realm of the Church. The initiative focuses on three issues: the sanctity of life, traditional marriage and 
religious liberty. Join the LCMS this month and always in standing up for our Lutheran views in the public square.

The Rev. Wally Arp, 
senior pastor of  
St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, Oviedo, Fla., 
performs a wedding 
ceremony.
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Easter is a moveable feast. Easter isn't on the same calendar date every year in the way that 
Christmas is always celebrated on December 25. The date for Easter each year always falls on the 
first Sunday after the first full moon after the Spring equinox. And once you find the date of Easter, 
everything else finds its place—Good Friday and Maundy Thursday, Ash Wednesday and the 
Transfiguration, the Ascension of our Lord and Pentecost. 

All this is a long way of saying that Easter determines everything. Easter defines everything. It orders 
not only the entire church year, but it orders our very lives. It defines and gives meaning to our lives, as 
well to the things that happen in them. And since Easter defines everything, that means it changes 
everything too. It redefines who we are and where we stand with God and with one another. Easter 
makes all things new.  

Without Easter, Jesus would not be raised from the dead. Without Easter death would still reign, we 
would still be in our trespasses and sins, and our faith and hope would be in vain. But Jesus is raised 
from the dead. Easter changes everything. It makes all things new. Therefore, darkness is overcome 
with light, wrath with peace, fear with hope, angst with rest, sadness with joy, hatred with love, sin with 
righteousness, and death with life. Easter changes everything, redefines everything, determines 
everything. Easter makes all things new.  

Thus, Easter also changes our attitude about giving. For if God gave us His own Son into death so that 
we will live, how will He not give us everything else we need? He will, and He does. He provides for 
us. He even gives us the gifts that we give back to Him for service in the church. Easter demonstrates 
that we have a God who loves us, a God who provides for us, a God who presses us into His service, a 
God who has made us new in the death and resurrection of His Son. 

For when you give to the church, you pass along those things that God alone has given to you. You 
pass along the message to others that Easter changes everything and makes all things new, even as it 
has done this for you. This is not a burden, but pure joy. For God has given you a part in the 
administration of His kingdom. He provides for the needy through your hands. He ensures that the 
Gospel is preached and the Sacraments are given out through the work of your hands and in the gifts 
that you give. And He honors and blesses this work and generosity as it redounds to those around 
you.  

So when you sit down on the first day of the week to make your offering to the place where Easter is 
proclaimed and where the gifts of Easter are given out, remember: Easter changes everything. It 
makes all things new. More than that: Easter has changed you and made you new. Because Jesus 
who was crucified for our transgressions is raised for our justification.  

LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
http://www.lcms.org/stewardship-ministry 

WORD ON STEWARDSHIP 



An update from your missionaries serving 
our Lord in Spain 

Lehman Family Newsletter 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God 
our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

The Lord continues to bless your brothers 
and sisters in Christ in Spain. We are very 
close to having the property in Seville 
ready for worship.  The property currently 
has running water and the construction on 
the inside is completely finished.  The last 
little item is electricity.  We are currently 
awaiting electricians to finish replacing 
wires and then we will have lights.  We are 
very happy to know that soon we will be 
worshiping in our own space.   

The month of March has been a very busy 
month.  We have welcomed a new 
member to our Seville congregation.  He 
has been doing weekly catechism classes 
with Pastors Lehman and Garcia, and we 
rejoice to see the Holy Spirit working here 
in Spain.  We also were blessed to have 
missionaries (from Prague and Germany) 
staying in our house and a guest 
seminarian preacher.  The pastors and 
seminarians also enjoyed another Luther 
Academy conference taught by Dr. Arthur 
Just. And we enjoyed the fellowship and 
time together in the Word. 

The Divine Service in the home of 
members in Cartagena. 

Group gathering for Dr. Just’s 
conference, and our guest preacher 
(Seminarian Daniel Fickenscher) in 

Seville. 

 In our June 2015 Gloria Dei Congregational meeting, we formally adopted the 
Rev. Adam Lehman family as our missionaries to Spain. 



How to Contact 
and Support 

Pastor Lehman 
Blog:   

www.staticadventures.wordpress.
com 

Email:     
adam.lehman@lcmsintl.org 

Giving Page:    
www.lcms.org/lehman 

You may support my work with a 
tax-deductible gift on my Giving 
Page (listed above), or with a 

check payable to “The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod.” Be 

sure to include “Lehman-Spain” 
on the memo line, and send to:  

Mission Central,  
40718 Highway E-16  

Mapleton, Iowa, 51034 

******************************** 
To have your name added or 
removed from the newsletter 

mailing list, simply send an email 
to adam.lehman@lcmsintl.org and 

include either “ADD” or 
“REMOVE” in the subject line. 
********************************

The kids are well over half way done with their 
first full year of school.  We feel that each day 
is a little easier than the last.  The kids have 
hit their stride regarding homework and the 
language.  It is no longer a very difficult 
process to do homework each day.  We are 
so impressed with the two younger kids 
(Abigail and Jonah).  Abigail is now reading 
and speaking very well in Spanish.  Jonah has 
learned all his letters and sounds in Spanish 
and is starting to put it all together.  What a 
blessing for the two young ones to be able to 
learn English and Spanish at such a young 
age that they will easily be fluent in both 
languages for their whole lives! 

Each day we continue to learn something 
new.  We have begun the process for 
Hannah’s entry into middle school 
(Secundario).  Next year, she will switch 
schools and be there for the next six years. 
We are learning the correct way to proceed 
and where to turn in all the paperwork.  We 
are so grateful to our good friends who have 
been a huge help. Also, we are all fully 
approved for our new visas.  We are just 
waiting for March 28 when we can pick up our 
actual cards.  We are thankful that our last 
appointment went smoothly and quickly.  And 
we are happy to be approved to live in Spain 
for another two years. 

We would like to thank you all for your 
continued support and prayers.  Without your 
support, we could not be in Spain sharing the 
Gospel. It is such an encouragement to know 
we are being prayed for and also to receive 
the messages and emails with your support.  
You continue to be in our prayers daily.  May 
the Lord continue to bless you and bring you 
His peace. 

Your servants in Christ, 
The Lehman Family 
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As we know, the coming Easter holiday is one of special joy for all Christians however for those 
who  grieve or mourn loved ones, it can be one of pain, sorrow, isolation among  many other 
emotions that we must face in our daily lives.    We share some practical ideas for  blending 
mourning and  celebration during this Easter time. 

Be compassionate with yourself.  Don’t judge yourself or set your expectations too high.  Be kind 
to yourself. 

Savor the moment.  Take one day…one moment at a time.   

Mourners need the presence and support of people who love them.  Easter gives us the 
opportunity to be with family and our friends. 

Mourners need to remember the person who died.  You are encouraged to share memories. 

Be open to the possibility of happiness during Easter because of what God and Jesus did for 
each one of us.  And if and when you do feel glimpses of happiness,  do so without guilt.  You 
are still alive, and finding happiness means you are carrying on with God’s purpose for your life. 

Keep traditions that matter…simplify your holiday rituals instead of abandoning them altogether. 

Change whatever  you must, set some aside, at least for now. Involve the children in your 
decisions. 

Attend to your spirit…mourning is a spiritual journey of the heart and soul.  Easter and other 
holidays are a spiritual time of the year.  Together the two demand your spiritual time and 
attention. Express your faith to those around you and spend time meditating;  reading Scripture, 
attending worship. 

Understand the difference between grief and mourning.  Grief is the constellation of internal 
thoughts and feelings we have when someone loved dies.  Mourning is the outward expression 
of grief.  Everyone grieves when someone loved dies but if we are to heal, we must also  mourn. 

Communicate your needs and wishes; plan ahead of who in the family will do what. 

Take a brief vacation or weekend if you are not up to spending the holiday at home.   

Reach out to others for help or advice  and above all,  give thanks to our Triune God that one 
day we will see our loved one in Heaven. 

May God our Father, Jesus our Savior and  Redeemer  and the Holy Spirit,   the Comforter, 
indeed bring you His peace, His mercy, His comfort.  May you rest in His arms knowing that you 
are never alone.  Yes, with God, all things are possible and we will find joy at the end of that 
tunnel we sometimes feel that we are in. 

 

     The GriefShare Team 

 

(The above  ideas are taken from “Healing Your Holiday Grief” authored by  
Alan D. Wolfelt, PH.D) 

GRIEFSHARE 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  

Please join us on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month at 
9:00 a.m. for Breakfast/Bible Study in the chapel, 
All women of Gloria Dei are invited to come and  
Fellowship, enjoy some great food and study God’s word. 

The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) 
announced the LWML 2015-2017 Mission Goal of $2 

million was met and surpassed!  God is Good! 

Keep collecting those mites! If you need a mite box 
please pick one up at the purple table! 

For more information on LWML please go to www.lwml.org or  
www.flgalwml.com 

Women of Gloria Dei 
Mark your calendars for  

The Gold Coast Zone Rally  
Saturday, May 6, 2017 ~ 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.  

At Shepherd of the Coast Lutheran Church 
1901 E. Commercial Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

 

“Love is Helping Others” 
So now faith, hope, and love abide,  

these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
 1 Corinthians 13:13 

 
Gifts of the Heart will be for  

Piranitas of Peru Project  
This will benefit the children and the elderly in need. 

There will be a craft sale that will also benefit the Piranitas of Peru. 
Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. Cost is $5.00 per person 

 

For more information please see the signup sheet  
located on the bulletin board above the purple table in the hallway. 

All women are invited!  
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 BIBLE STUDIES 

Please join the women of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League  
 

1st and 3rd Saturdays  
at 9 a.m.—11 a.m  

for Breakfast/Bible study 
We will meet in the chapel.  

All women are invited! 

Joyful Hearts  
Women’s Bible Study 
Meets on Wednesday  

9:30 a.m. 
in the chapel. 

 
All women are welcome! 

PASTOR POULOS LEADS THE FOLLOWING BIBLE STUDIES 

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. "Bible Foundations!"   
Why we believe what we believe! 

Wednesday Nights, 8:00 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. "Christianity 102:” 

 The Lutheran Difference 

Monday Night Bible Study 
meets each Monday in the 
chapel at 7 p.m. 

They are studying “A Longer 
Look at the Lessons”   

Delve deeper into each 
week's three Scripture 
readings with “A Longer Look 
at the Lessons.” This Bible 
study is based on the 
lectionary in the Lutheran 
Service Book, and provides 
information about the 
readings and their contexts.   

For more information please 
contact Elaine Carstens 954-
587-8394 

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study   
Every Saturday 8 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall,  

Followed by Bible Study  
In Room 32 

Hot Breakfast $4.00   
For more info  

contact Bruce Caruso  
at 954-962-4186 

Is it work you’re looking for or a chance to serve God? Can they 
be one and the same? Join us as we consider Working for the 
Man Upstairs, the newest Men’s NetWork Bible study. See 
how our jobs—no matter what they might be—are a conduit 
through which God’s work 
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YOUR COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE FOR NEWS, INFORMATION & 
TRUTH...Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken and  produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL. You 
can listen to what you want when you want at  www.issuesetc.org and 
on the new Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 

www.LutheranPublicRadio.org 

www.worldvieweverlasting.com  

www.whatdoesthismean.org  



 

 

7601 SW 39th St. 
Davie, Florida 33328 

954-475-0683 

The owners of these businesses and 
professional services provide this monthly 

newsletter at no cost to Gloria Dei families. 

Please contact them and  
make use of their services or products. 




