
Hebrews Small Groups 

Week 5 

Hebrews 10:19-11:40 
 

Teaching: The Superiority of the Christian’s Walk of Faith 
The old covenant of the law was very clear about entry into the Holy of Holies. No one would ever dare to enter 

there except the High Priest, and only then one very specific day of the year, Yom Kippur, the Day of 

Atonement, and only after very specific preparations had been made. God’s holiness could not countenance sin; 

precise and careful sacrifices had to be made. Barriers were in place: the outer curtain of the courtyard, pure 

white linen, marked the holiness of the One inside off from the sinfulness of those outside; the priestly order 

ordained only one tribe’s entrance within, to serve on behalf of the rest. The veil between the Holy Place and 

the Holy of Holies served as the ultimate obstruction. Righteousness through the Law reigned. Only the death of 

the perfect sacrifice, Christ, once for all, could bring down the walls, tear the veil (top to bottom), and make 

open the way for us into the heavenly sanctuary, into the very presence of the Father. Unheard of… 

Unthinkable… Unimaginable! 

The author of Hebrews declares the invitation (vss. 19-25), three-fold: “Let us draw near… Let us hold fast… 

Let us consider one another,” and it all hinges on our boldness to enter into the heavenly Holiest Place because 

of the finished work of our Lord. We make our approach to the Tabernacle initially because we have been 

declared, as Peter put it, “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, 

that you may proclaim the excellencies of the One who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 

Peter 2:9). Not only do we have access to the Tabernacle’s inner court, and then to the Holy Place, but our 

entrance is made possible because the inner veil, the final barrier between God and God’s people, has been 

destroyed by God’s own work at the cross of Jesus. On the Day of Atonement, the High Priest could not enter 

the Holy of Holies unless he had the blood of the sacrifice; our entrance into God’s presence is not brought 

about by animal’s blood but because Jesus has shed his blood, once for all. The old covenant is replaced by a 

new and better way, and approach, access directly to the Father is granted. The High Priest could go in to God’s 

presence once a year, a mere visit; but we have an open invitation to dwell in the presence of God every 

moment of every day of our lives! 

Hear the invitation:  

“Let us draw near…” I remember the privilege of visiting with the Governor of the state of Colorado when I 

was a teenager. Ann and I, long before we were married, though we were an “item,” went to represent Up With 

People, as the governor made a proclamation about “Up With People Day” in our state. What a thrill it was to 

enter that august chamber in the capitol building and actually shake the hand of the leader of our state! I think 

we got about 45 seconds of the Governors very valuable time before being shown the door. 

The experience fades into inconsequential fog in light of the fact that I can enter, and stay (!!), in the very 

presence of God now and always. Of course, we are to prepare ourselves spiritually for fellowship with God. 

Considering our sin, seeking forgiveness with humility and repentance, coming with a pure heart and a clean 

conscience all demand our utter dependence on the work of Christ done for us at the cross. God views me 

through Christ’s righteousness, and that is the sole reason I can come boldly into the Father’s presence. At the 

same time, it is incredibly comforting and empowering to know that God wants me there, God wants to walk 

with me in the cool of the garden, God wants to be my God and for me to among his people. “Let us draw 

near…” means we can come with confidence, boldness, assurance even as a little child might come to his or her 

parent, and know that the welcome received is sincere and loving. 

The second part of the invitation is “let us hold fast…” Remember that those to whom this letter was directed 

were tempted to turn away from Jesus and back to the comfort, tradition and ritual which their Jewish faith 

offered them. They were invited to hold fast to their prior confession of their hope in Jesus. Hope goes beyond 

the knowledge of being allowed into God’s presence; it speaks of something further down the road, that there is 

something more to this journey we have enjoined. Our faith invites us to hold fast to the journey, “hang on for 

the ride,” if you will, because there is so much more to our faith walk than simply resting in that promised 

presence or waiting for that future fulfillment. We hold fast our confession of hope, and our resolve is 

strengthened to live out the relationship to which we have been invited and called. With our hope fixed on 

Christ, relying on the faithfulness of God, we will not waver. Instead of looking back (apparently an 



occupational hazard for the Jews who did it so often and so well), we live out every day in faith, looking to the 

coming of our Lord, in this day and the next as well as into eternity. 

The final element of the invitation is this: “Let us consider one another…” I love the old song, “In the Garden.” 

“I come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses; and the voice I hear, falling on my ear, the Son 

of God discloses. And He walks with me and He talks with me, and He tells me I am His own; and the joy we 

share as we tarry there, None other has ever known.” It reminds me of this wondrous invitation that God has 

given and fulfilled; it encourages me in knowing God’s great desire to fellowship, even with me. God does walk 

with me, talk with me, and tell me I am His. 

And yet, fellowship with God must never become selfish. As we draw nearer to God we begin to notice that we 

are drawing nearer to those who are God’s as well. We are drawn into assembly with one another. One of the 

later warnings to those who were in danger of retreat was that they were neglecting to gather together (10:25). 

Meeting together as the people of God provides us with encouragement, affirmation, nurture, and teaching, as 

well as correction when we are in danger of drifting off on a tangent. 

Take the invitation one step further and we discover that the “one another” extends beyond the borders of the 

body as well. We are “spurred on” toward love and good deeds. The outcome of our faith is love, and the effect 

of that love is the good we do for others, both within the body and beyond. Jesus tells us, “By this all people 

will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” So then, our love for one another 

becomes our witness to the world around us, so that they might discover the same welcome we have received 

into the Holy of Holies. 

The three great Christian virtues are evidenced here: faith (Heb. 10:22), hope (Heb. 10:23), and love (Heb. 

10:24). They are the fruit of our fellowship with God in His heavenly sanctuary. They are also the outcome of 

knowing Jesus Christ, our great High Priest who: Is a better messenger than prophets and angels; is a better 

leader than Moses and Joshua; is a better High Priest than Aaron and has a better priesthood than the Levites; 

has inaugurated a better order with a better covenant, in a better sanctuary, with a better sacrifice. Therefore, we 

should live a better life of: Faith (Hebrews 11), Hope (Hebrews 12), and Love (Hebrews 13). Returning to our 

outline, we have discovered the Superiority of Christ’s Person (chapters 1-7); and the Superiority of Christ’s 

Work (chapters 7-10:18), and now we will discover the Superiority of the Christian’s Walk of Faith (chapters 

10:19-13:25). 
 
 

Jesus Christ Is Our Great High Priest: Therefore, We Should Live a Better Life of: …Faith… 

 

1. Our section begins,  

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and 

living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great 

priest over the house of God… 

“Therefore” and “since” both point back to the details we have been given that make our way into the Holy 

of Holies possible. Summarize again, in your own words, the work of Christ that has brought down every 

barrier. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. This section, Hebrews 10:19 through the end of Hebrews, might be entitled: “So how should we then live?” 

Since, all the aforementioned is true, what does it mean for us? Considering 10:22-25, what conclusions 

might be drawn about how we are to live out our faith? 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Discuss the relationship between righteousness and faith as described in the following verses.  

  

Romans 1:16-17 Galatians 3:23-28 Hebrews 10:37-38 

For I am not ashamed of the 

gospel; it is the power of God 

for salvation to everyone who 

has faith, to the Jew first and 

also to the Greek. For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed 

through faith for faith; as it is 

written, “The one who is 

righteous will live by faith.” 

For yet “in a very little while,  

the one who is coming will 

come and will not delay; 

but my righteous one will live 

by faith.  

My soul takes no pleasure in 

anyone who shrinks back.” 

 

Now before faith came, we were 

imprisoned and guarded under 

the law until faith would be 

revealed. 
24 

Therefore the law 

was our disciplinarian until 

Christ came, so that we might 

be justified by faith. 
25 

But now 

that faith has come, we are no 

longer subject to a 

disciplinarian, 
26 

for in Christ 

Jesus you are all children of 

God through faith. 
27 

As many 

of you as were baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves 

with Christ. 
28 

There is no 

longer Jew or Greek, there is no 

longer slave or free, there is no 

longer male and female; for all 

of you are one in Christ Jesus. 

 

For,  

  “Yet a little while,  

and the coming one will 

come and will not 

delay;  

  but my righteous one shall 

live by faith,  

and if he shrinks back,  

  my soul has no pleasure in 

him.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Based on the previous verses, discuss the difference between Old Testament righteousness and New 

Testament righteousness. How is keeping the Ten Commandments still important even though we now live 

by faith? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What definitions and outcomes of faith can we draw from the following texts? (Hebrews 9:27-28; 10:19-26; 

11:1-3; 11:13-16) 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Our author provides numerous Old Testament examples of faith in “The Great Hall of Faith,” Hebrews 11. 

List characteristics and outcomes of the varying individuals cited. 

 

 

 

 

 



7. Don’t overlook the fact that, though not listed, every one of these individuals had a strike or two against them 

(lest we think that they are exemplary examples and we can’t live up to their standard). From your 

remembrance of their individual stories, briefly describe their weaknesses. What does it mean that these 

great examples of faith had weaknesses? 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Hebrews 11:39-40 summarizes “The Great Hall of Faith” with the words, “Yet all these, though they were 

commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, 
40 

since God had provided something better 

so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.” Summarize the faith of the Israelites. 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Consider again that “God had provided something better….” To what or whom is the author alluding? To 

what conclusion is the author trying to bring his readers (hint: remember their dilemma and how they were 

responding)? 

 

 

 

 

 

10. How would you define “faith” in your own words? 

 

 

 

 

 

11. The fourth warning (of 5) in the Letter to the Hebrews is recorded in 10:26-29. Summarize the warning in 

your own words. 

 

 

 

 

 

12. As a personal observation, how does this warning apply to your life? What does it suggest you should do 

about it? 

 


