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GK FACTS

Global Kids “turns young people’s hopes into action,” wrote Global Kids alumna Celena Green 

in her college application essay. That was 1990, just one year after the Global Kids program 

was launched. 

Now, a quarter-century later, we honor the thousands of young people who have partici-

pated in Global Kids. Twenty-Five Years of Turning Hope into Action* captures the stories of 

just 25 of our alumni. They have generously shared their stories about their experiences and 

the impact Global Kids has had on their lives. 

Celena’s phrase embodied the spirit and dreams of the high school students and staff  

members who formed the nucleus of the small Global Kids program I developed in 1988-

1989 while working at the Foreign Policy Association. The teenagers were eager to learn 

about current affairs and world cultures. Seeking ways to improve their life chances, they 

also wanted to participate in efforts to end violence, create safe and effective schools, and 

build bridges between people of different backgrounds and opinions at home and abroad. 

My previous experience teaching history and social studies had proven to me that students 

would respond enthusiastically to a curriculum connecting the past with current events.  

Opportunities to inspire and engage others to take action would help develop the critical  

academic, communication, and leadership skills needed to succeed in life and the 21st  

century workplace. These activities would also increase their understanding of the political 

process and their role in a democracy. The recognition of the importance of knowledge and 

the ability to impart it would motivate students to take education seriously. 

Carole Artigiani, Founder and President Emerita

INTRODUCTION

Global Kids Headquarters

137 East 25th Street, 2nd Floor

New York, NY 10010

phone: 212-226-0130

fax: 212-226-0137

Global Kids DC Office

1825 K Street NW, Suite 215

Washington, DC 20006

phone: 202-263-4534

www.globalkids.org

donate.globalkids.org

email: info@globalkids.org

SERVES 1,600 YOUTH  
IN THE CLASSROOM  
EACH WEEK

ENGAGES 860 YOUTH IN 
WEEKLY AFTERSCHOOL 
PROGRAMS 

WORKS IN 23 SCHOOLS IN 
NYC AND DC

TRAINS OVER 1,800  
EDUCATORS EACH YEAR

OVER 90% OF GK HIGH 
SCHOOL SENIORS 
GRADUATE EACH YEAR

OVER 95% OF 
GRADUATES ENROLL 
IN COLLEGE

Forward-thinking. Empowering. Pioneering.

Global Kids has been all this for the past 25 years. I’ve wit-

nessed its life-changing power during my 17 years at the 

organization. The world has transformed rapidly and today 

there is greater understanding that all young people need to 

develop global competency. And thus, Global Kids remains 

one thing in particular: highly relevant.

Weekly, we serve over 2,400 youth in New York City and 

Washington, DC, and enrich the lives of thousands more each 

year through special trainings, peer education, and online 

programs around the world. Our youth tackle critical issues 

before those issues are part of the public consciousness. They 

lead campaigns for social change that mobilize peers and 

bring hope for a better future. They travel the world, not as 

tourists, but as partners who work in solidarity with others 

who have been marginalized. They learn that despite their 

own marginalization, they themselves have agency, ability, 

and acumen. 

No one does this work like Global Kids, and the proof is 

tangible when meeting our youth and alumni. We have built 

our capacity for scalability, and will develop thousands more 

Global Kids over the next 25 years who will bring beauty, hope 

and peace to our world. 

Forward-thinking. Empowering. Pioneering.

Onward we go!

Evie Hantzopoulos
Executive Director
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I intended to reach all youth, especially those 

living in traditionally marginalized, under-

resourced communities. In the early years of 

Global Kids, New York City was enveloped in 

a crime wave and rising social and econom-

ic inequality. Drugs were abundant and HIV/

AIDS was becoming epidemic. Many believed 

that young people were angry, bored, pessi-

mistic, and alienated. In the eyes of many, they 

were predators. 

Yet, I was convinced that these youth had as-

sets and experiences that were increasingly 

valuable in an interconnected global society. 

They were from all over the world and experi-

enced in dealing with people of diverse back-

grounds. Many spoke both English and their 

native languages. They needed help in navi-

gating the challenges of the teenage years. 

I was confident that this innovative program 

could do that and more. 

With this in mind, I approached NYNEX (the 

erstwhile telephone company) and the NYC 

Board of Education with my idea. Together 

they provided seed funding to test Global Kids 

in eight schools. This allowed me to hire a 

handful of enthusiastic people who shared my 

vision and had experience working with youth 

and educators. They were “global thinkers” 

who had traveled, studied international affairs, 

and worked in theatre and video production. 

Our team was ethnically diverse, mirroring the 

students in the NYC schools.

From the start, we worked in classrooms and 

after school. We conducted professional de-

velopment trainings for teachers and admin-

istrators. We held meetings at the Foreign Pol-

icy Association offices for students from many 

schools. Soon after, we became independent. 

We created a board of directors, one that has 

always included at least two student members. 

We established our own headquarters and, 

in 2010, launched a Global Kids program in 

Washington, DC.

Four simple expectations have guided par-

ticipation in our programs. “Safe Space” urges 

Global Kids to listen and respond with respect 

to those with whom they disagree. “One Mic” 

asks that only one person speak at a time. 

“Participation” is a requisite for jointly explor-

ing themes of our activities. “Think Globally” 

asks that participants consider similarities and 

differences in the way people experience and 

address issues of concern. 

While remaining flexible enough to respond to 

the changing concerns of our students, Global 

Kids has developed a curriculum that broadens 

knowledge of world affairs and the democratic 

process. Issues have evolved and changed, al-

though some – human rights, climate change, 

civic engagement, and access to education – 

have been central to Global Kids discussions. 

Others we consider essential include school 

achievement and college attendance, media 

literacy, peace education, and voter participa-

tion. Immersed in these themes, our students 

have become effective participants, educators, 

and advocates.

Wherever we work, we offer interactive work-

shops and opportunities for dialogue and  

discussion. Summer institutes, in partnership 

with the Council on Foreign Relations in New 

York and with several institutions in Washing-

ton, DC, feature intensive seminars with some 

of the world’s most notable scholars. Guest 

speakers, including our own alumni, provide 

dynamic models of inspiration and expertise. 

We have paired such topics as apartheid in 

South Africa and de facto segregation in NYC 

schools; gun trafficking worldwide and gun 

violence in the US; and problems of bias and 

ethnic conflict in the Balkans and in American 

classrooms. By exposing students to diverse 

points of view, participants develop critical 

thinking skills. With informed opinions, they 

have created effective strategies for action. 

These include launching their own projects, 

advocating before elected officials, and edu-

cating others. 

Our results are striking. Global Kids participants 

achieve four-year graduation rates at well over 

90% each year, and the vast majority go on to 

college, including those once deemed “at risk 

of dropping out of school.”

Global Kids youth leaders have traveled to 

scores of US cities and over 25 countries. They 

have collaborated with their peers around the 

world. In Germany and Denmark, for example, 

they have worked to improve relations be-

tween native residents and new immigrants. 

In the Balkans, their collaboration developed 

skills for conflict resolution. In Haiti, youth 

interested in film production have enhanced 

leadership and media skills. And, in the United 

States, they continue to strive for expanded 

access to citizenship and quality education. 

Numerous partnerships** have augmented 

our curriculum offerings. For their support, we 

are deeply grateful.

Global Kids pioneered in training youth to 

take advantage of emerging technologies. We 

are renowned for our youth-produced “seri-

ous games,” communities in virtual worlds, 

animated videos, and online dialogues. These 

products have focused on pressing issues like 

genocide, human trafficking, child soldiers, 

and climate change. In the process, Global 

Kids youth leaders have developed highly so-

phisticated research and technical skills. Many 

are choosing to pursue careers attributable to 

what they learned at Global Kids. 

Global Kids has led the nation in demonstrat-

ing the value of global awareness and demo-

cratic participation. Our model – interactive, 

experiential, and youth-driven – continues 

to cultivate a new generation of young people 

with the values of global citizenship and the 

knowledge and skills to assume leadership in 

the 21st century. 

Global Kids has been a team effort from the 

beginning. Like the youth with whom we 

worked, I was not fully aware of my own  

capabilities. My confidence sometimes failed 

me. To buoy my spirits, I looked to our dedi-

cated staff, board of directors, and, especially, 

the young people themselves. I thank them 

for their limitless energy, ideas, and wisdom. 

They have carried me through these 25 years. I 

love and respect them all. 

Twenty-five years ago I had no idea where 

Global Kids would take us. 

With the help and support of generous donors, 

countless youth, devoted board members, and 

scores of coworkers, especially my long-time 

colleague and successor, Evie Hantzopoulos, 

we have made real the vision of Global Kids. 

Because of them, Global Kids has become the 

thriving organization it is today. I am forever 

grateful for their belief in Global Kids and for 

their faith in me. Thank you.  n

*“Twenty-Five Years of Turning Hope into Action” 

includes oral histories, videos, and this book. All 

will be archived for future research on the history of 

Global Kids. 

**These have included government, international 

institutions and NGO’s, colleges and universities, 

community-based organizations, think tanks, librar-

ies, foundations, corporations, museums, a theatre 

company, and more.

I thank Caroline Harting for her dedication and 

hard work as my colleague and co-director of 

this project. 
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1989-1990

In high school, I wasn’t into anything outside 

of family. I would walk by people watching the 

news, and I had no interest in it whatsoever. I 

didn’t feel it related to me. 

One day in 1989, my history teacher an-

nounced that we could volunteer to go on an 

after-school trip. It turned out to be a confer-

ence featuring the U.S. ambassador to South 

Africa. A woman came up and introduced 

herself as Carole. A few weeks later, she called 

and asked, “Would you like to continue to go to 

programs like the one where we met?” I said, “Is 

it free?” because my family didn’t have much 

money. Fortunately, it was.

Carole was just launching Global Kids. She 

started organizing events and inviting me. At 

all the programs, young people were invited 

to talk. It was interesting that someone wanted 

to hear my opinion. I soon realized that when 

somebody asks you for your opinion, you have 

to understand what you have an opinion about. 

That motivates you. It becomes a learning ex-

perience. It was so different from my high 

school where the teachers were just trying to 

control the room rather than get the students 

interested in what they were talking about. 

Every year, Global Kids developed conferences. 

Adults spoke to young people in workshops, 

but then the youth would discuss and ques-

tion what they had learned. The staff would 

bring in hundreds of students from schools 

around the city. 

Afterwards, the young people would talk and 

hang out. I always learned things that I wanted 

to teach other people, and they had things they 

could teach me. 

After high school graduation, Carole started to 

get me more involved in Global Kids activities. 

I was an intern and later, I was invited to be on 

the Board of Directors. 

To this day, the Global Kids’ mission means a 

multitude of things. It’s about education. It’s 

about voicing your opinions. It’s about listen-

ing to other people’s opinions. It’s about getting 

involved with what is going on around you. It’s 

hands-on experience that helps you learn to 

become an adult.

Carole opened my eyes to different stories that 

made me realize that humanity is about relat-

ing to other human beings and not closing 

them out.

Without Global Kids, I would probably have fin-

ished college, but probably not in the way that 

allowed me to socialize and interact. And now, 

I have news apps all over my Kindle. I get bored 

if I don’t know what’s going on in the world. n

Born in Hong Kong, moved to Queens at age 7
Queens College, B.A., 1994 and Polytechnic University, M.A., 2001, M.B.A., 2013

First Chair of Global Kids Board of Directors
Director and Vice President, TCI College of Technology, Dept. of Career Services, 2001-2012

Foreign Languages: Cantonese, Fuzhounese

TUNG CHENG

“GLOBAL KIDS’ MISSION MEANS A MULTITUDE OF THINGS. IT’S ABOUT 
EDUCATION. IT’S ABOUT VOICING YOUR OPINIONS. IT’S HANDS-ON 

EXPERIENCE THAT HELPS YOU LEARN TO BECOME AN ADULT.”



University of Somewhere
Assistant president of somewhere

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euis-

mod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam 

erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 

quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscip

Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in 

vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel il-

lum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros 

et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit 

praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis do-

lore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor 

sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 

dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.

Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 

exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl 

ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis 

autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in 

vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel il-

lum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros 

et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit 

praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis do-

lore te feugait nulla facilisi.

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend 

option congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod 

mazim placerat facer possim assum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, 

sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 

wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud ex-

erci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 

aliquip ex ea commodo.

Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in 

vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel il-

lum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis.  vel illum 

dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis.

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend 

option congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod 

mazim placerat facer possim assum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, 

sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 

laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut 

wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud ex-

erci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 

aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.

Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in 

vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel il-

lum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis.Nam liber 

tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend option con-

gue nihil imperdiet doming id quod mazim 

placerat facer possim assum. Lorem ipsum 

dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, 

sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 

ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 

exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl 

ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Aliquip 

ex ea commodo consequat. Aliquip ex ea com-

modo consequat. n

JOHN SOMEBODY

1988-1989

   GLOBAL KIDS  12    GLOBAL KIDS  13

Raised in Queens
Brooklyn College, B.A., 1998

Director of Development, Global Kids, 1998 – 2001
Program Manager, Zimbabwe National Council of YMCAs, 2001-2003

Program Director, International Training & Internship Programs, 
YMCA of NY, 2006-2008

Currently directs leadership programs for women in Africa at an international NGO

I went to a very intensive academic high 

school, one where you focused on an enor-

mous amount of work but not necessarily work 

that was enriching, at least not for me, so I was 

looking for something more. 

I was excited when I learned about Global Kids 

because it was youth-run and it was people ac-

tually doing something to make a difference, 

not just sitting in their classroom reading ar-

ticles. I had done so much book work and I was 

asking myself,   “What does all of this mean in 

the world? How does this become a career?” 

In a Global Kids workshop you learn but you 

don’t know that you’re learning. You’d start off 

with something that feels like a game and then 

that game evolves into a discussion. One work-

shop occurred around the time Nelson Man-

dela made a visit to New York, and so there was 

a lot of conversation around South Africa but 

also about how we experience segregation or 

discrimination in the United States.

At the time there was a lot of racial tension in 

New York City and also a very negative percep-

tion of teenagers, particularly black teenagers. 

There was a high incidence of school dropout, 

gang violence, high rates of teen pregnancy. 

You realized that there are a lot of places in the 

world where you’re judged or characterized 

unfairly. We talked about when people don’t 

understand you, how do you engage them 

anyway, so that by your engagement, you teach 

them to think differently? 

I was part of the Citywide Leadership Program. 

We met weekly in Manhattan with students 

from all over New York City. I was on a sort of 

academic fast track, always around a particular 

type of student, the fast learner or the goody-

goody. Being in Citywide was one of my first 

times meeting students from different cultural 

backgrounds and also from different academic 

backgrounds. At Global Kids everyone has an 

equal chance to make a contribution. You don’t 

have to have a minimum GPA to get in or take 

on a leadership role. And even though at Global 

Kids we dealt with different international issues, 

the first thing that you learn about is how to 

deal with another human being, to really listen 

and understand. 

CELENA GREEN

1990-1991

“ONE THING ABOUT GLOBAL KIDS THAT IS DIFFERENT FROM SCHOOL 
LEARNING IS THE EXPOSURE TO PEOPLE IN WORLD AFFAIRS. YOU’RE 

MEETING WRITERS, DIPLOMATS AND WORLD LEADERS.”
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 “QUOTE GOES HERE PULLED FROM TEXT. COPY GOES HERE FROM 
THE TEXT RIGHT HERE AROUND SIXTEEN WORDS.”

It’s one thing when you feel victimized but 

sometimes you are the one who has prejudices 

and you explore some of the ways that you’re 

doing the very thing that you’re condemning. 

One of the very first leadership skills you learn 

at Global Kids is being a better person yourself.

One thing about Global Kids that is different 

from school learning is the exposure to people 

in world affairs. You’re meeting diplomats or 

world leaders or writers, authors, people who 

lived through different traumatic world experi-

ences. You might be talking to someone who 

is a refugee and can tell you firsthand about a 

particular conflict. You can talk about different 

foreign policy issues with people in U.S. gov-

ernment. As a teen, you think once you get 

into power, you’re going to just take over and 

change things. Then you hear of the challenges 

you face even when you get into a position of 

authority. It makes you a better citizen to under-

stand how things really work and why things are 

the way they are.

I was a Global Kids student board member from 

1993 to 1996. When Carole asked me to join the 

board I felt very privileged and honored, but 

I didn’t fully understand what a board was. It 

turned out I really enjoyed the board meetings 

and seeing another aspect of the organization.  

I had other experiences working with Global 

Kids as well. I was a program assistant begin-

ning in 1996 and became the Director of Devel-

opment from 1998 - 2001. I took all of that expe-

rience with me so that when I had different jobs 

at other nonprofits, it helped me understand the 

nonprofit world more holistically.

Currently I run leadership and empowerment 

programs serving women in Africa for an inter-

national NGO. Global Kids really made a differ-

ence in the way I approach the work. Global Kids 

believes that people have the power to change 

their own situations and I believe that the wom-

en themselves have the power and the best so-

lutions to change the challenges that they face.

If I had not gone to Global Kids I think it would 

have taken me a long time to find what I want-

ed to do and to gain the confidence and the 

skills to get to where I am now. I think Global 

Kids, even as an alumna, was more valuable to 

my career search than the career offices at my 

school because Global Kids knew the different 

human rights organizations and had the con-

nections to refer me in the right direction. 

Global Kids also helped me to see there are  

different paths and if you have critical thinking, 

if you have a way of working with people, if you 

have the right values, then opportunities will 

open up and you’ll always find a way to make a 

difference. n

Global Kids 1990-1995
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 “QUOTE GOES HERE PULLED FROM TEXT. COPY GOES HERE FROM 
THE TEXT RIGHT HERE AROUND SIXTEEN WORDS.”

Born in Guyana, moved to Brooklyn at age 12
Fordham University, B.A., 1998

University of Kwazulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa, M.A., 2011
University of Geneva, Certificates in Humanitarian Action, 2014 (expected)

Foreign Language: French

I learned about Global Kids in 9th grade. It was 

a difficult time for me. I had just arrived from 

Guyana and was adjusting to New York City. I 

didn’t fit in with the kids in my school. I was 

looked at as the teacher’s pet, which was con-

sidered a negative. At the Global Kids presenta-

tion, they mentioned that they had workshops 

and activities and partnerships with organiza-

tions like the U.N. It seemed like an opportunity 

for me to learn new things and to learn about 

global issues and to make friends with like-

minded kids of my age. For me, Global Kids 

proved to be a kind of an escape. It was like an 

oasis in the desert. 

I was a shy kid and very reserved but at Global 

Kids, public speaking was something that we 

had to do. If you had something to say, you 

had better speak up. There were processes 

where we built our self-confidence, mostly 

through working in small groups during work-

shops. I was able to be a little more confident 

each time I had to do it. Global Kids provided 

a platform to improve our public speaking, to 

improve our communications skills. We were 

taught how to be activists and to stand up for 

what you believe in. 

Occasionally we would go on retreats that 

were an opportunity for bonding and also a 

way to get away from the madness in the city. 

This was during a time when the vision for 

Global Kids was still being molded. On one 

retreat we designed the Global Kids logo. We 

worked together to develop it. Global Kids gave 

us so much power to do these kinds of things 

and made us feel like we made a difference. 

We were contributing towards building some-

thing great. We really bought into that vision. 

We were living it. 

I studied international economics at Fordham. 

Global Kids exposed me to the issues that I was 

interested in career-wise. Because I came from 

Guyana, I was very keen on understanding 

more about poverty in poorer countries. 

After Fordham I went to South Africa. I started 

out working as a development economist, con-

sulting with local and provincial government, 

developing strategic plans, economic develop-

ment plans, doing research at the university. 

Now I am going to the University of Geneva 

to do an advanced certificate in project design, 

strategic planning and design, for humanitar-

ian action and emergency relief (Certificates of 

Advanced Studies in Humanitarian Action). 

When I think about my days in Global Kids, a 

time the group was still taking form, I think, 

“Go, Carole.” Her vision really took shape and 

unfolded in each of our lives. n 

1991-1993

KERI AROKIUM

“I WAS SHY BUT AT GLOBAL KIDS, PUBLIC SPEAKING WAS SOMETHING 
THAT WE HAD TO DO. IF YOU HAD SOMETHING TO SAY, YOU HAD 

BETTER SPEAK UP.”
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“GLOBAL KIDS WAS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUTH FROM DIFFERENT 
PARTS OF THE CITY WITH DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS TO LEARN FROM 

ONE ANOTHER AND TO SHARE OUR MUTUAL FEARS AND HOPES.”

1990-1994

Raised in Manhattan

Rice University, B.A., 2001 

Rutgers University, M.L.I.S., 2013

Currently Data Architect at Edanz English Editing for Scientists, Beijing, China

Foreign Language: Mandarin Chinese

I started attending Global Kids meetings when 

I was 12. They took me in even though I must 

have been at least three years younger than the 

next youngest member. No one treated me like 

I was a child. I was accepted despite all my dif-

ferences. There’s a photo from the Global Kids 

Conference at Riverside Church in 1990 where 

I might be the only Caucasian member in the 

entire group. I was the only one who went to 

private school. I was the only one from Green-

wich Village. 

That conference at Riverside Church was a 

galvanizing experience. It was full of energy. 

Participants felt they could speak their minds. 

It was our space. In Global Kids, unlike some 

other youth groups, we had the feeling that we 

were the ones in charge, that we were the ones 

who decided what we would say and what we 

would do. The facilitators empowered us to do 

that rather than give us activities that only re-

quired filling in the blanks. 

When I joined Global Kids in the early 1990s, 

it was a different time in New York City. There 

was the crack epidemic. There was HIV. There 

was more gang activity. The city felt like a more 

dangerous place, and Global Kids was an op-

portunity for youth from different parts of the 

city with different backgrounds, different per-

spectives, to come together and learn from one 

another about what was happening in New 

York, to share our mutual anxieties, our mutual 

fears and our mutual hopes. 

I think the real role that Global Kids plays is that 

not only is it about helping youth who come 

from disadvantaged backgrounds, it’s about 

involving everyone from all walks of life, not 

just in New York City, but in the world. It’s the 

old cliché that if you’re not part of the solu-

tion, you’re part of the problem. You don’t solve 

problems in the less advantaged parts of society 

by simply filling voids and filling gaps. You also 

need to be building connections between every 

part of society. You need people of all walks of 

life to understand one another. 

Global Kids still influences who I am, working 

in education, working with younger people, 

working on bridging gaps between different 

societies or different parts of society. n

DAVE LYONS
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Before Global Kids I was an introvert. It’s hard 

to believe that now, but I would go from school 

straight home, do my homework, and spend 

time with my family and the people who lived 

on my street. There were a few doctors, a few 

lawyers, a few Ph.D.s but, of course, they were 

all older.

My freshman year of high school, my Eng-

lish teacher asked to meet with my parents. 

She thought that I could go far in life because 

I was smart, but I wasn’t social. She told them I 

shouldn’t only care about books and studying. 

That didn’t really change until the end of the 

school year when a girl in my chemistry class 

told me about Global Kids. Our school didn’t 

have a Global Kids on campus, so the meeting 

she went to was a citywide meeting on Fridays 

at NYU. That first Friday I walked in and I fell 

in love, not just with Carole and her beautiful 

eyes and personality, but also the staff. I really 

felt they cared about what I had to say. 

It was not difficult for me to talk to adults but I 

didn’t feel like I had a voice among my peers. 

At Global Kids I formed circles with people my 

own age and I heard their stories of being ig-

nored by adults, of not having a voice in school, 

their neighborhoods, their communities. All of 

that was foreign to me. I thought when I saw 

youth not speaking up it was because they 

didn’t care. I learned that there were people 

who deeply cared about issues but didn’t have 

an avenue to express themselves. 

Global Kids exposed me to people who were 

not only from different ethnic and racial back-

grounds, but different economic, social and 

cultural backgrounds, and that was important 

to me. No one teaches you how to speak to 

someone your own age who is angry, who is 

hurt, who feels ignored, who sees a friend shot, 

and then has to get up and go to school. Global 

Kids taught me that.

I went to Middlebury for college. I made inter-

national human rights a part of my thesis, and it 

really was due to Global Kids whispering in my 

ear not to abandon global issues. 

After Middlebury, I attended Boston College 

Law School. I had always known I wanted to 

be a lawyer but I’m certain that some of the in-

ternational human rights issues that we took 

1992-1995

Raised in Brooklyn
Middlebury College, B.A., 1999

Boston College Law School, J.D., 2002
Assistant District Attorney, New York County, 2003 - 2008

Northwestern University, M.A., 2011, Ph.D., 2015 (expected)
Foreign Language: Spanish

“IF I HAD NEVER ACTUALLY WALKED INTO GLOBAL KIDS, I DOUBT THAT 
I WOULD LOVE HUMANITY AS MUCH AS I DO.”

DWAYNE NASH
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up in Global Kids made me interested in in-

ternational law. Becoming aware of Tibet, for  

example, and the atrocities there, or, in 1997, 

while everyone was talking about Bill Clinton’s 

affair with Monica Lewinsky, we at Global Kids 

were talking about the oppression of women in 

Afghanistan. 

That’s probably why, during law school, I took 

advantage of an opportunity to participate in 

the international prosecution of Slobodan Mi-

losevic at The Hague.

When I got the offer to go, I didn’t have the 

funds. I needed money for a plane ticket, to rent 

an apartment, for food. I got a salary but it didn’t 

kick in right away. I wrote to Global Kids and 

people there sent checks, money orders. Peo-

ple on the board gave money. Before I knew it, 

I had more than enough to cover my costs. My 

Global Kids family stepped in.

I participated in other kinds of outreach in law 

school. I’m fluent in Spanish, so I worked with 

Spanish-speaking immigrants in Rhode Island 

and Boston. I worked for free with indigent 

people, particularly immigrants. I’d help them 

avoid deportation or get asylum or refugee sta-

tus. I gave free legal support to indigent criminal 

defendants in Dorchester Community Court, 

a really poor community in Boston, predomi-

nantly black and Latino and Cape Verdean. I 

watched the system treat them like they were 

not people, just a docket number to be cleared 

from a judge’s calendar. 

In 2003, I was appointed an assistant district 

attorney for Manhattan. It was important to 

me that I not just prosecute people and send 

them away. I always tried to think how things 

felt from the defendant’s point of view. I never 

abandoned my notion of civil rights and civil 

liberties. Every committee that I could serve on 

to work with the community I did. Every com-

mittee that dealt with diversity, I served on. I 

tried to get more district attorneys of color in.

After six years of seeing so many people of col-

or, indigent people and more and more women 

of color funneled into the criminal justice sys-

tem, I decided I wanted to understand and ex-

amine the intersection between race and law, 

particularly the negative consequences of stop 

and frisk. So I decided to go to grad school. 

By June 2015 I hope to graduate with my doc-

torate degree in African-American studies from 

Northwestern. I’m working on the history of 

racial profiling as it relates to law enforcement 

in New York. Particularly, I’m looking at the ori-

gins and the social impact of New York’s stop 

and frisk law. 

If I had never actually walked into Global Kids, 

I doubt that I would love humanity as much as 

I do. I doubt that I would be involved in social 

justice at my current extent. n

Global Kids 1996-2002
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Raised in Brooklyn
DePauw University, B.A., 2001

John Jay College of Criminal Justice, M.P.A., 2009 
Hunter College School of Social Work, M.S.W., 2011

Currently Psychotherapist, Mt. Sinai Adolescent Health Center

I was raised in public housing in Crown Heights. 

My family did the best they could to provide for 

us, but we were poor and my mom struggled 

with chronic illness. My dad was involved in my 

life, but it didn’t work out between my parents 

romantically. My mother fell in love with another 

woman shortly after my birth, so growing up I 

had two mothers. The community had a really 

hard time with their relationship so once in a 

while, the glass would be smashed on their car. 

At 16, I had already developed a love of his-

tory, social studies and politics when I found 

out about Global Kids. Global Kids offered me 

an opportunity to use my passion for current 

events to create social change. 

In the summer of 1996, Global Kids and Glob-

al Action Project worked with Protestant and 

Catholic youth involved in a longstanding con-

flict in Northern Ireland. During my stay, I lived 

with a Catholic family and another Global Kids 

student, Siva Persad, who’s Trinidadian, lived 

with a Protestant family. I often thought, “Wait, 

I’m a Black person in New York and now I’m 

a Catholic in Northern Ireland?” It seemed like 

a double whammy. When I saw Siva he would 

say, “Living on the Protestant side is great. 

That’s where the privilege is.” It was interesting 

to learn what it meant to be a second-class citi-

zen in a way that had nothing to do with skin 

color. It taught me how to empathize with peo-

ple who don’t look like me, who have a different 

kind of struggle. 

Global Kids trainers were genuinely interested 

in who we were and in being positive adult role 

models. Global Kids provided me with addition-

al parents, as well as the structure and purpose 

I needed to protect against the problems affect-

ing the community where I lived, like risky sex-

ual behavior and substance abuse. They were a 

part of my family in a way that was powerful.

Through Global Kids, I learned about the Posse 

Scholarship. The trainers told me that my inter-

ests and my hunger for social change made me 

a good candidate. They were there cheerlead-

ing, encouraging, every step of the way. I got 

the scholarship and went to DePauw Univer-

sity. I became a leader in developing programs 

that made freshman year more inclusive for 

people of color, for first generation college stu-

dents, and for LGBT students. 

A lot of young people don’t know how to get 

what they need in terms of questioning power 

and authority, asking for change to happen and 

being at the table. Global Kids always invited us, 

and now I don’t think about not being there. I’ll 

be there. n

1995-1997

ANISAH MILEY

“GLOBAL KIDS TRAINERS WERE GENUINELY INTERESTED IN WHO WE 
WERE AND IN BEING POSITIVE ADULT ROLE MODELS. THEY WERE A PART 

OF MY FAMILY IN A WAY THAT WAS POWERFUL.”
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Raised in Staten Island
Ramapo College, B.A., 2002

Global Kids Trainer, 2003-2006 
Staten Island Director, New York Urban League 2006-2012

Currently Senior Trainer at Global Kids and Adjunct Professor, College of Staten Island
Foreign Languages: Yoruba, Sign Language

In 1996 I was a freshman in high school on the 

North Shore of Staten Island. My brother had 

been recruited by Indiana University to play 

football so I started to wonder how I was go-

ing to get a scholarship. I really wasn’t athletic. 

Global Kids came to my class. They invited stu-

dents to go to a conference they were hosting. 

All I cared about was that I was going to get a 

chance to miss school for the day. Little did I 

know that this conference would be life chang-

ing, that it would alter everything I wanted to do 

as an adult. To see young people leading work-

shops on serious topics like war, and to do it in 

a way that was fun? I wanted more. 

I started attending Global Kids meetings two 

afternoons a week at my school and also the 

Citywide leadership meetings on Friday in Man-

hattan. At that time, nobody really believed that 

young people wanted to talk about politics and 

foreign policy or sustainability. Global Kids did.

The most important guideline that Global Kids 

has is called Safe Space. You can’t attack people 

because of what they say or their beliefs. What 

you can do is challenge their opinions. If you 

don’t do it in this way, then you’re not going to 

be invited back into the space. To open up your 

mind and challenge the ideas that you’ve been 

taught was groundbreaking. 

I remember a workshop on homophobia in the 

mid 1990s. When you’re talking about such a 

subject matter you’ve got to talk about religion, 

race, culture, class — all those things clashing at 

once. We were able to talk about such serious 

topics but still feel respected, not feel attacked, 

and still respect everybody else. You may not 

have liked what you were hearing but you re-

spected it. I think everybody left that workshop 

feeling that whenever they talked, their voice 

would be heard.

In 1997, we formed a team to go to Croatia. 

We went to do workshops on democracy, bias 

awareness, cultural diversity, and peace build-

ing with the Bosnian youth in the refugee 

camps and the Croatian locals. We had to go 

through the process of being trained as facili-

tators, to learn about the history of Croatia and 

the Balkan region. We had to learn about the 

Dayton Peace Accords. 

1994-1998

RANTI OGUNLEYE

“GLOBAL KIDS MAKES YOU BOLD. YOU FEEL LIKE ‘NO’ IS NOT AN OPTION. 
YOU HAVE HOPE. IT MAKES YOU FEEL THAT YOU CAN CHANGE THINGS.”
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The war had just ended so it was still really raw 

in the minds of people. For young people to 

speak about the war from their own point of 

view was powerful for them because I don’t 

think they had a medium or a space available 

where they felt like somebody was listening 

to them. It was important for them to tell their 

stories. It was amazing to feel like these young 

people felt empowered by the workshops  

we gave.

I thought in my country I dealt with stuff like 

racism and discrimination. I didn’t know that 

around the world people were dealing with the 

same issues. I came back renewed. I saw that 

even though the world felt so large, it was actu-

ally smaller than what I thought because peo-

ple wanted the same things that I wanted — a 

country where young people feel their voices 

are heard.

In my senior year, I started to apply to colleges 

and scholarship programs. Carole had devel-

oped a Global Kids scholarship with Ramapo 

College and I got a full scholarship. I mean, 

who does that? Who not only gives you all 

these amazing opportunities to travel across 

the world to work with the U.N. and refugees 

but then puts in time and energy to make the 

connections to get her students into school?

I graduated in 2002 and was hired as a trainer at 

Global Kids. I got to work in schools in Brook-

lyn. I felt like a superhero. I felt like, “We’re com-

ing here to empower you and now you guys 

are going to be superheroes, too.”

In 2006, I got an opportunity to become a di-

rector of the Staten Island branch of the New 

York Urban League. When I started, I suddenly 

confronted a fear: How do I do this? What skills 

do I have? But I realized I had already done it at 

Global Kids. I’ve worked in the community. I’ve 

developed workshops for hundreds of people. 

So that fear turned back into hope.

Then in 2010, I was offered the chance to teach 

at the College of Staten Island as an adjunct 

professor. Now I’m on my fourth year teaching 

at the college level. 

The work Global Kids does changes the whole 

community. You can’t go through the things that 

Global Kids puts you through and be the same 

person. You used to hear things through one 

voice, now you hear it through multiple voices. 

Global Kids makes you bold. You feel like “No”  

is not an option. You have hope. You see a lot 

of young people without hope because they 

feel like nobody listens. Global Kids does the  

opposite. It makes you feel that you can  

change things. n

Global Kids 2002-2008
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1998-1999

Born in Jamaica, moved to Brooklyn as a toddler 
Ramapo College, B.A., 2003

Seton Hall University, M.A., 2007
University of Michigan Law School, J.D., 2010
Associate, Sherman & Sterling LLP, 2011-2013

Currently practicing Human Rights Law, Nairobi, Kenya

I come from a working-class immigrant family. 

My mom instilled in me an awareness of our so-

cial and political circumstances. At Global Kids, I 

was excited to be around students interested in 

the world around them. I loved the platform, the 

venue to discuss global issues, being involved in 

projects that had an impact.

Global Kids does a great job of channeling the 

qualities that are inherent in teenagers but of-

ten criticized: their energy, their natural rebel-

liousness, their passion. Teenagers have a sense 

of fairness and justice. Often, they’re rebelling 

against the status quo, which tends to be unfair 

or unjust. It makes sense to help young people 

be a force for good because, let’s face it, as you 

get older, you’re more resigned to the status quo.

At Global Kids, the students understood that we 

were driving the process. Trainers facilitated it, 

but we led the conversations. We drove the ac-

tion plans. We were raising awareness.

I remember one incident that characterized my 

adolescent passion. At a roundtable, we were 

discussing the Amadou Diallo case. I was very 

upset and I referred to the killing of Black men 

by the police as genocide. Michelle Luc, one of 

the trainers, very tactfully corrected me and de-

fined what genocide actually is, explaining, “I 

understand your frustration, but this technically 

doesn’t meet the definition.” She wasn’t trying 

to deny how I felt, but pointed out that we had 

a responsibility to understand and be educated 

about what we were saying. 

Global Kids helped us apply international issues 

to our own lives. For example, we read the Uni-

versal Declaration of Human Rights. I focused 

on the right to education. Having grown up in 

New York City public schools, my education 

was abysmal compared to some of my peers. 

At Global Kids, we could talk about girls in In-

dia being denied an education and relate that to 

how we, for the most part poor Black and Latino 

students, were being deprived of a quality edu-

cation. When I became a teacher for Teach for 

America, I took that with me.

I was able, through Global Kids, to attain a full 

scholarship to Ramapo College. A number of us 

received the same scholarship. We were very ac-

tive on campus. We put together a human rights 

conference. Michelle Luc came up and helped 

to train us so that we could put on workshops. I 

think it enriched the Ramapo community.

Students leave Global Kids carrying a sense of 

social responsibility. We are global citizens. We 

have rights and we are obligated to not only ob-

serve those in our own lives but also see to it that 

others have access to the same rights. n

ZANA MURDOCK

“STUDENTS LEAVE GLOBAL KIDS WITH A SENSE OF SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY. WE CARRY THAT WITH US. WE ARE 

GLOBAL CITIZENS.”
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Raised in Brooklyn
Rutgers University, B.A., 2004 
Global Kids Trainer, 2004-2005

Columbia University, Graduate School of Journalism, M.S., 2007
Currently Digital Producer for CNN
Foreign Language: Haitian Creole

I was born and raised in Flatbush to Haitian 

parents. My neighborhood was predominantly 

African-Caribbean. Starting in middle school, 

I was sent to a mostly Caucasian and Asian 

school in Bay Ridge. I was never part of either 

community because I spent so much of my 

time just traveling there and back. 

I was trying to find myself in high school. Even 

though I had no athletic ability whatsoever, I 

joined the football team because I figured that 

was a good sport to gain popularity. I was not 

very good. 

At the same time, two Global Kids trainers were 

attending my Global Studies class every week. 

They would take what we were learning and 

make it interactive. I was sold. I was sold on the 

fact that even though we were talking about 

complex issues, it was fun, it was interesting. 

Adults actually wanted to listen to what I had 

to say. 

I joined other Global Kids programs, and at 

one point I was at Global Kids every day of the 

week. There were so many activities: a pro-

gram on labor issues— sweatshop labor, child 

labor laws, you name it. There was a homeless-

ness project where we created a book. We had 

the Global Action Project where we used video 

to illustrate issues affecting young people and 

to provide a different angle than the media  

was offering. 

Visiting the Council on Foreign Relations was 

interesting because it was definitely a different 

level than I was used to. We were given ma-

terial to read beforehand and we’d write our 

notes and have discussions. It was very weird 

because I was a kid from Flatbush, not a good 

neighborhood at that time. I came in and met 

with people who maybe had doctorates or 

knew all there is about a particular topic, and 

I connected with them. It helped me see that I 

can talk to anyone.  

Global Kids opens a door that you never 

thought you would go through growing up in 

a community that lacks resources. My father 

worked in a factory. My mother was a home 

health care attendant. I didn’t have anyone 

who could say, “Hey, I’m going to pull you up.” 

It took Global Kids to pull me up. Global Kids 

changed my life because they challenged me, 

gave me more than I expected or believed I 

should receive. Some families have resources 

and they’re passed down through generations. 

Global Kids has this resource and just gave it 

to me. n

1996-2000

LEINZ VALES

“GLOBAL KIDS OPENS A DOOR THAT YOU NEVER THOUGHT YOU WOULD 
GO THROUGH. IT CHANGED MY LIFE BECAUSE THEY CHALLENGED ME, 

GAVE ME MORE THAN I EXPECTED I SHOULD RECEIVE.” 
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Born in Manhattan. Raised in Turkey, Egypt and New York
Columbia University, B.A., 2004, M.B.A., 2011 

Currently Associate at the Brunswick Group 
Member, Global Kids Young Professionals Committee (YPC)

Foreign Languages: Urdu, Spanish, Arabic 

I lived in Turkey and Egypt as a child and then 

came back to the States for high school.

My father is a member of the Council on For-

eign Relations and I’m a huge foreign policy 

nerd. Global Kids has monthly round tables at 

the Council and he mentioned, “There’s this 

group of teenagers who go to the Council to 

learn about the world and I think you should 

attend.” So I went. George Stephanopoulos 

was moderating. The kids were all about my 

age, 16. Some of them were from challenging 

situations, but everyone was so inquisitive and 

thoughtful. I signed up immediately.

The best education I’ve received has been 

through living in different places and experi-

encing different cultures and meeting people 

of all walks of life. Coming back to the States, 

despite going to “good” schools, the ignorance 

I encountered really got to me. I came from 

Egypt and the first question I was asked was, 

“Did you live in a pyramid?” 

At Global Kids, these kids didn’t judge where 

you grew up and didn’t judge where you were 

from. They saw a bright future ahead of them, 

and all of them, in their own way, felt that they 

could shape it. Global Kids instills a belief in 

yourself and the belief that, despite the cynics 

out there, despite all the horrible stuff you see 

day in and day out across the globe, you have 

the power to change things. 

To have an impact in a meaningful way, it’s im-

perative to understand how politics, economics, 

civil discourse and basic humanitarian princi-

ples intersect and shape the world we live in. 

One often hears about seemingly separate is-

sues happening in different parts of the world. 

Global Kids provides you with a toolkit to un-

derstand how these seemingly disparate pieces 

fit together. You then have the skills to go off 

and form your own opinion about it. No one at 

Global Kids pushes you to have a certain opin-

ion. They don’t care what side of the debate 

you fall on. They just want to make sure your 

opinion is informed.

The contours of the globe are changing. It’s a 

world where increasingly different spheres of 

the globe shape policy, business, government. 

If you’re not informed, then you’re missing out. 

You’re losing the game. Global Kids makes you 

a part of that discussion. n

1998-2000

MUSTAFA SHAFI RIFFAT

“THE CONTOURS OF THE GLOBE ARE CHANGING. IF YOU’RE NOT 
INFORMED, THEN YOU’RE MISSING OUT. GLOBAL KIDS MAKES 

YOU A PART OF THAT DISCUSSION.”
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Born in Venezuela, moved to Queens at age 14
Ramapo College, B.A., 2005

Currently Lead Case Manager at New York Presbyterian Hospital
Foreign Language: Spanish

I came to the US with my mother and older 

sister. It turned out my local high school was 

not the best. It was dangerous and there were 

about five thousand students. After my first 

semester, I decided on my own to switch 

schools, partly because I didn’t feel safe. I don’t 

ever recall a time when parents were together. 

My mom remarried and had her own family. 

My dad remarried and had his own family, so I 

learned to rely on myself.  

I was always hungry to learn more. I felt if I 

didn’t push myself to the limit, I would not get 

to the places I needed to be. I ended up at the 

International High School in Queens.

Global Kids had an after-school program there. 

Then I started going to the Global Kids offices. 

It was always a blessing. Being someone who 

spoke with a heavy accent was not an issue. 

Being someone who had different ideas was 

not an issue. Coming from a third world coun-

try was not an issue. They embraced you as 

family, the family I didn’t have growing up, the 

family that I was wanting since I was a child.

In high school, I did extremely well. When I was 

ready to apply to college, my guidance coun-

selor told me that because I was undocumented 

and wouldn’t get financial assistance, I should 

concentrate only on community colleges.  

Being a Global Kid kicked in and I thought, 

“Why should I? I deserve an opportunity to go 

to a four-year school, or at least try.” And so I 

applied to a lot of schools.

Every week my guidance counselor was get-

ting acceptance letters for me. Unfortunately, 

most of the schools didn’t offer much money. 

When I was ready to give up, I got a letter 

from Ramapo. They gave me a full scholarship  

because I was a Global Kids member. I felt for 

the first time that somebody disregarded my 

status and saw me for who I was. They as-

sumed that since I was in Global Kids, I would 

take a leadership role on campus. I became 

president of the Latino organization, president 

of the culture club and vice president of my 

class council. 

Now I’m a case manager at New York-Pres-

byterian Hospital and I have my green card. I 

work mostly with the low income and immi-

grant community. When I tell a patient, “You 

don’t qualify for insurance,” I also say, “Let’s find 

a doctor who can charge you a low cost, let’s try 

to find other options.”

I always say Global Kids was the mother I didn’t 

have. It was the mentor that I was searching 

for and it gave me the opportunity to get an 

education. n

1998-2001

EDWIN ZAMBRANO-ACOSTA

“GLOBAL KIDS WAS THE MOTHER I DIDN’T HAVE. IT WAS THE MENTOR  
THAT I WAS SEARCHING FOR AND IT GAVE ME THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO GET AN EDUCATION.”
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Raised in the Bronx, Puerto Rico and Florida
Hunter College, B.A. (expected)

Currently Campaigns Manager, V-Day, an organization to end  
violence against women

Foreign Language: Spanish

I went to the Beacon School in Manhattan, a 

very progressive school. They require students 

to do many hours of community service. My 

sophomore year, I was placed at an organiza-

tion and the first week they had me in a win-

dowless room stuffing envelopes. I went to my 

advisor and said, “I will go crazy if you make me 

do this.” I had always been interested in media 

so he sent me to Global Kids.

At Global Kids, I was assigned to “Youth Pulse,” 

their radio program through WBAI. It was pro-

duced and hosted by Global Kids students from 

different parts of the city. It was a live, monthly 

show designed to focus on health issues, but 

we ended up discussing whatever we thought 

was pertinent at the time.

Our time slot was Fridays at 1:00pm. No youth 

were listening. One, it’s WBAI and I don’t know 

many youth who listen to WBAI. And two, it’s 

the middle of the afternoon when everyone’s at 

school. So we often took calls from people who 

weren’t particularly keen on the idea of youth 

having opinions. It forced us to express our-

selves in a way that showed people we knew 

what we were talking about. Concepts that 

other students might have a hard time grasp-

ing came naturally to us. Our training at Global 

Kids emphasized critical thinking that helped 

us understand the complexities of a law or  

social issue. It was a constant battle for us to 

prove ourselves and say, “We researched this 

show for a month. We aren’t experts but we are 

facilitating a conversation.”

I remember the calls we got during the show 

on police misconduct. It was on the heels of the 

Amadou Diallo case. A lot of people were com-

bative, saying, “You don’t understand. Police are 

here to help.” We were predominantly youth of 

color coming from disenfranchised neighbor-

hoods. Many of us had a different experience 

with police than people who may be listening 

to WBAI on a Friday afternoon.

We were trying to get adults to understand that 

you can have a conversation and disagree and 

not be combative. The fact that we, as youth, 

had to be the ones to enforce that was interest-

ing and bizarre.

I had learned to compose my opinions at the 

Global Kids Power of Citizenry Leadership Pro-

gram meetings. We did workshops on issues 

with kids from different backgrounds and ex-

periences. The Safe Space guideline at Global 

1999-2002

JOLIZ CEDENO

“CONCEPTS THAT OTHER STUDENTS MIGHT HAVE A HARD TIME GRASPING 
CAME NATURALLY TO US BECAUSE GLOBAL KIDS HELPED YOU UNDER-

STAND THE COMPLEXITIES OF A LAW OR SOCIAL ISSUE.”
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Kids allowed us to have discussions with peo-

ple who had different opinions, but realize that 

while you’re both passionate about a subject, it 

doesn’t mean either of you is wrong.

I joined the conference planning team for the 

Global Kids Annual Youth Conference. One of 

the things that I feel is unique to Global Kids 

conferences is that they really are led by youth. 

Now, as an educator and an activist, I go to con-

ferences deemed “youth conferences” where 

there are no youth in sight. At Global Kids, there 

is a ton of guidance from the Global Kids staff, 

but the young people come up with the work-

shop topics. They are the stars of the show.

The annual conferences cater to over 600 

youth and educators from around the city. The 

fervor and energy that we had were completely 

unmatched — people performing with exuber-

ance, facilitating workshops and emitting pas-

sion for the idea that if we all do the work, we 

can really make a change. 

Through Global Kids, we felt that if you were 

really passionate about an issue, you could do 

something about it. If you went to a trainer and 

said, “I want to organize a protest. I want to start 

this campaign,” you were fully supported. Staff 

members would ask, “Have you thought about 

reaching out to this congressperson? Have you 

thought about partnering with this organiza-

tion?” It became a place for people to not only 

learn about these social issues, but also how to 

access what’s available in order to enact change.

After graduating from high school, I interned at 

Global Kids for the development team, helping 

put together one of the benefits. I interned for 

the Online Leadership Program and for the Di-

rector of Training to create a college prep pro-

gram for a local high school. After a few years 

working elsewhere, I was hired at Global Kids as 

a Program Assistant. My main focus was on the 

annual conference. Then I became the Online 

Leadership Program Associate. Through that I 

encountered the organization V-Day, which is 

dedicated to ending violence against women. 

I work there now managing V-Girls, the youth 

component.

For many students in Global Kids, there were 

times when, thinking about our backgrounds 

or where we come from, you might wonder, 

“Do I belong here?” Global Kids gave me the 

confidence to understand that I belong here 

and you should respect me because I am a per-

son, because I am a human being who is part 

of this world. n

Global Kids 2006-2009
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Raised in Brooklyn
Cornell University B.A., 2007

Cornell Presidential Research Scholar
Johns Hopkins University, M.S., 2011

Currently Health Insurance Specialist, Department of Health and Human Services

Neither of my parents got to go to school in a 

traditional sense. They were working, support-

ing their families. My mom finished school 

while she was pregnant. Just seeing how hard 

my mom worked, and how important educa-

tion was to my family, has always been in-

grained in me. Education is your key to lifting 

yourself up. I always loved school, even when 

I was little. I loved getting books for Christmas. 

I had a passion for learning and knowing how 

things work.

In high school, my math class was so over-

crowded that if you didn’t get there in the first 

ten minutes, you would spend most of the pe-

riod trying to find an extra seat. The teachers 

didn’t expect much from the students.

I knew kids in well-to-do areas were be-

ing challenged. I knew we should be learning 

more. A lot of the kids made you feel bad for 

wanting to do better, for raising your hand and 

asking, “Can you challenge us more?” I used to 

think, “This is a difficult situation, how do I see 

the light?” Global Kids provided that light.

At my school, Global Kids had a program that 

was specifically for women, and that was spe-

cial. It was a safe space for young women to 

come together and talk about issues that you 

don’t necessarily get to talk about in the class-

room. Global Kids helped me and other young 

women find their voice. Young women who 

might not have spoken up in the classroom 

were suddenly presented with this awesome 

opportunity to share their perspective. Global 

Kids showed you there was someone who 

thought, “You guys do matter. You’re not just 

some throwaway kids in this inner-city school. 

You can effect change.”

When I went to the Citywide program at Global 

Kids’ office, we talked about child labor laws and 

how Nike’s overseas factories employed chil-

dren and underpaid all of its workers. I think I 

didn’t wear Nikes for many, many years after I 

learned that it costs less than $5 to make a pair 

of shoes. They were marking them up to $100, 

$200 and selling them to people here, while the 

factory workers couldn’t support their families. 

This showed me how my role as a consumer, 

even with my little allowance, could either 

contribute to that problem or help to alleviate it. 

That was empowering.

You think that these issues don’t have any bear-

ing on you. You’d see things on the news and it 

wouldn’t relate to you. It might even be some-

thing like, “I live in Brooklyn. What’s going on 

in Manhattan doesn’t relate to me.” Global Kids 

helped to connect those dots.

2000-2003

MELISSA WILLIAMS

“THEY DON’T FORCE THEIR OWN AGENDA. THEY WANT YOU TO BECOME 
A THINKER, TO BECOME MORE ENLIGHTENED ON YOUR OWN TERMS.”
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One thing I liked about Global Kids was that it 

was okay to change your mind. You could feel, 

“I learned something new. I learned someone 

else’s position, and maybe I wasn’t right about 

something I had believed for so long. Maybe 

this is a new way to think about it.”

They don’t force their own agenda. They want 

you to become a thinker, to become more en-

lightened on your own terms. They say, “Here’s 

the information, here’s the other side, here’s 

what the media presented, here’s the full back 

story and you come to your own conclusions.”

I ended up going to Cornell. My experience in 

Global Kids helped prepare me for difficult con-

versations I had at college. I went to school with 

many students who had gone to prep schools 

and automatically assumed that I only got in 

because of affirmative action or a track scholar-

ship. People would ask me if I was on the track 

team and I would say, “No, I got here on a merit 

scholarship. I was accepted to the Cornell Pres-

idential Research Program.”

My training helped me not to become angry 

and just write people off. It helped me to say, 

“Let me ask you a question to see why you’re 

thinking that, and then help you arrive at a 

different conclusion.” Global Kids helped me 

to have conversations with folks. I think a lot 

of people are scared to move out of their own 

little pockets of people who look and feel like 

they do, which means you miss a lot of oppor-

tunities for growth, personally, professionally, 

and spiritually.

I had wanted to be a doctor since the second 

grade, but at Cornell, I majored in Human Bi-

ology, Health, and Society. I was able to look at 

things from many different perspectives to see 

what influenced health. I didn’t want to work on 

the individual level. I wanted to do something 

that impacts communities, cities, and countries. 

When you have sick people in a community, you 

have to think about the structural issues coming 

into play. This is how I ended up at Johns Hop-

kins getting my Masters degree in Health Policy 

and Management, with a minor in Health Dis-

parities. It’s helped me tailor different solutions 

for different communities. I want everyone to 

come to a complete place of health. 

I’ve met some current Global Kids students —

they are well-spoken and well-versed about 

many issues. They can move in a crowd of dip-

lomats and hold their own. It’s so important, 

especially if you want to have people who look 

like me on the national stage. n

Global Kids 2009-2013
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Born in Colombia, moved to Queens at age 7
Cornell University, B.S. and B.A., 2009

AmeriCorps VISTA Resident Service Coordinator, Albuquerque, N.M., 2009
Coro Fellowship in Public Affairs, San Francisco, 2011-2012 

Currently Development Director at United We Dream  
Foreign Language: Spanish

Once I started high school I knew that I was 

undocumented. My best friend at the time 

was also. We were trying to figure out how we 

were going to get to college. We were both very 

good students and worked hard but it was just a 

space that we didn’t know how to navigate. We 

were definitely trying to find people that could 

support us in that process.

We had a career day at school. That’s where I 

met Carly Fox,  a trainer with Global Kids. She 

showed me a pamphlet about the Dream Act. 

That was the first time that I heard about it. I re-

alized I would be eligible for it so I started going 

to Global Kids meetings. 

What I remember from the first meetings was 

that we realized that a lot of us were undocu-

mented. Everyone decided that we wanted to 

be proactive about trying to pass the Dream 

Act. I collected about a thousand signatures 

through my high school. I requested to have 

a town hall meeting. We at Global Kids were 

informing the community within our schools 

about the Dream Act.

Global Kids was really the first space where I 

received support to be comfortable and open 

about being undocumented and to take that 

identity and use it as a way to empower myself.

I started going to Washington, DC to lobby. 

We had people coming in to teach us about 

the policy process, to teach us about media, to 

teach us creative ways to tell our stories. 

 As a senior in high school, I was applying to 

college. I was the valedictorian of my class. For 

undocumented youth in many places, you’re 

not eligible for any financial aid, you’re not eli-

gible for most scholarships. I researched schol-

arships that did not require legal status. I ap-

plied to all of them. I received three, which was 

enough to cover tuition at CUNY. 

During my freshman year, I was offered a schol-

arship that gave me the opportunity to apply 

to any school of my choice. My former trainer 

Carly Fox was doing her Master’s at Cornell. She 

said, “You should come up to Cornell and check 

it out.” I ended up applying and got in.

Even though I am now documented, I never 

stopped doing Dream Act work, even while I was 

at Cornell. I just felt that was really my calling. 

Before Global Kids, I didn’t know you could 

be an advocate or be a trainer about policy for 

young people. Global Kids opened my mind to 

the possibility of professions dealing with is-

sues that I was passionate about and that were 

about serving others. n

2003-2004

ALEJANDRA RUIZ

“GLOBAL KIDS OPENED MY MIND TO THE POSSIBILITY OF  
PROFESSIONS DEALING WITH ISSUES THAT I WAS PASSIONATE ABOUT 

AND THAT WERE ABOUT SERVING OTHERS.”
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Raised in Queens
Georgetown University, School of Foreign Service, B.S., 2011

Fellow, Princeton in Africa, 2011-2012
Currently, Program Associate at Community Resource Exchange through Public Allies 

Foreign Language: French 

Before Global Kids, my life was more narrowly 

focused on my community, but not so much 

on the world beyond. In my neighborhood, 

there were vices: school dropouts, teenage 

pregnancy, and violence. I wasn’t very outspo-

ken, but I was always involved when it came to 

academics. Education was my saving grace.

I went to the Academy of American Studies, a 

school largely concerned with American his-

tory, so I was happy when I found Global Kids 

in the 10th grade so I could learn about interna-

tional affairs.   

Every year Global Kids has an annual confer-

ence and there’s a theme. At the conference 

on global health, I designed and ran a work-

shop on access to clean drinking water that 

I had developed with another Global Kids  

student. I tend to be timid and introverted, 

so being a facilitator and speaking publicly  

definitely pushed me out of my comfort zone, 

but we had workshops leading up to the con-

ference to prepare us. 

During high school, two Global Kids peers and 

I started our own nonprofit called Spread the 

Peace. We came up with this whole curriculum 

and wanted to take it to different high schools. 

We presented it at a youth conference at the 

U.N. and won first prize. Global Kids gave us the 

knowledge to want to do something like that.

Being in Global Kids convinced me that I want-

ed to study international affairs. I ended up 

studying at Georgetown’s School of Foreign 

Service. The essay on the application required 

us to write about an international issue that we 

were passionate about. At Global Kids, we had 

talked a lot about Darfur. I wrote an essay about 

Darfur, incorporating facts about the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, which I had also 

learned about at Global Kids.

At Georgetown, I got to study abroad in Cape 

Town. Once I graduated, I returned to South Af-

rica on a fellowship. I worked in Johannesburg 

with an organization that empowered high-

achieving, low-income South African students 

to get into the best high schools. I tapped my 

Global Kids experiences to develop a program 

for the South African context.

Currently, I work at the Community Resource 

Exchange, a nonprofit consulting firm that  

advises other New York City based nonprofits. 

Global Kids motivated me to stay within the 

nonprofit sector. 

Global Kids made it clear that you have to be 

passionate about what you’re doing. Money is 

important, but ultimately, it’s about making an 

impact and personal fulfillment. For me, that 

comes from other people being fulfilled and 

feeling empowered. n

2003-2006

YASSI JESSICA TAMDJI

“GLOBAL KIDS MADE IT CLEAR THAT YOU HAVE TO BE PASSIONATE 
ABOUT WHAT YOU’RE DOING. IT’S ABOUT MAKING AN IMPACT AND 

PERSONAL FULFILLMENT.” 
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My family is from Pakistan, but I was born and 

raised in New York City. 

In high school, one of my teachers asked some 

of the older students to take me along to the 

Global Kids citywide program that met every 

Friday in Manhattan. There were kids from all 

over New York City. We had different ideas and 

perspectives, but one guideline we learned was 

One Mic, meaning, one person speaking at a 

time. If I was talking or if another person was 

talking, then the rest of the group would listen. 

It’s important to know when to say what you 

need to say, but also know when to listen. 

This is one way Global Kids gets people com-

fortable enough to share their stories, because 

that can be difficult when you think no one is 

going to respect your ideas or no one is going 

to care. Before Global Kids, I had a fear about 

what would happen if I opened my mouth. 

Would I get myself in trouble? Would I get my 

family in trouble? Global Kids says that what 

you have to say is unique and it can contribute 

to our discussion.

Through some writing workshops, I was ulti-

mately able to unleash a lot of the anger and 

frustration that I had in my life, much of it about 

9/11. My brother Sulman was a first responder. 

He did not make it back. 

Having to deal with his death as a 10-year-

old was really difficult. Having to deal with my 

Muslim identity and my Pakistani identity was 

very complicated. I faced a lot of problems that 

people my age, or people with complexions 

unlike mine, didn’t have to. 

I started writing poems very young, but it 

wasn’t anything serious. I just enjoyed putting 

words together. But Global Kids helped me feel 

confident to write and share my story. One of 

the powers of poetry and spoken word is that 

you’re taking something that’s intangible and 

putting it into words. You’re able to use an ex-

perience that’s negative and maybe help others 

with their experience. Global Kids combined 

what I was already doing—becoming more of 

an extrovert through these workshops—and 

channeled it into an art form.

I was valedictorian at my high school. Through 

Global Kids, I was able to get the Posse Foun-

dation scholarship to Brandeis. At Brandeis, 

there were people of privilege, people who had 

more money than I probably would ever see, 

but Global Kids taught me that what I have to 

say is important. My experience, my family be-

ing from Pakistan, my immigrant experience in 

America, the racism and prejudice that I had to 

face, that’s important, and I can contribute and 

I can compete. Global Kids showed me I fit in. n

Raised in Queens
Brandeis University, B.S., 2012 / Science Posse Scholar

Currently, Research Technician studying cell metabolism, Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center

Foreign Languages: Urdu, Hindi

2004-2008

USMAN HAMEEDI

“IT’S IMPORTANT TO KNOW WHEN TO SAY WHAT YOU NEED TO SAY, BUT 
ALSO KNOW WHEN TO LISTEN. THIS IS ONE WAY GLOBAL KIDS GETS 

PEOPLE COMFORTABLE ENOUGH TO SHARE THEIR STORIES.”
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Raised in Queens 
New York University, B.S., 2012 / G.E. Greatest Generation Scholar

Member, Global Kids Young Professional Committee (YPC) 
Currently Industry Research Analyst for IBISWorld

Foreign Languages: Spanish, Arabic

I got to experience Global Kids in 10th grade 

through my high school, the Academy of 

American Studies, which was a great school. 

But before I went there, I went to a large New 

York City public high school. If you were not 

a standard, normal person there, you were in 

trouble. I wouldn’t raise my hand to answer a 

question. I thought, “Why do I want to be the 

class nerd and have the problems that that 

entails?” But once I found Global Kids, that 

wasn’t an issue. Global Kids says, “There’s 

nothing wrong with being smart or engaged. 

Own up to what you are and be as much as you 

can be.”

It’s a magic formula. I think the kids themselves 

were curious, and Global Kids knew how to 

capitalize on it and say, “This is a great thing for 

your future, you’re going to want to be a part of 

this. And you’re going to get something out of 

it besides just future value. You’re going to get 

something personally, deep inside yourself.”

The staff knew how to design workshops 

that got people to think about problems from 

different angles. And for a kid who’s 15 or 16 

years old who’s really trying to discover who he 

is, it’s useful to know that he’s part of a global 

community and not one community only.

The Summer Institute at the Council on Foreign 

Relations was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 

that kids normally wouldn’t get. It introduced 

us to global thinkers and individuals who have 

served in public office at the highest levels. 

The ability to ask these experts direct questions 

and get a response has stayed with me forever. 

A variety of leaders from around the world 

talked to us about issues like child soldiers, 

HIV, espionage, and conflicts that are really 

at the heart of who I am, like the Palestinian- 

Israeli conflict.

The Council was a world filled with intelligence, 

reason and logic. It awoke a fire in me. I’ve 

always been a competitive person. I represented 

New York State in swimming when I was in 

high school. I have that athlete mentality, so I 

just needed a target. I got that from Global Kids 

at the Council on Foreign Relations, and that 

has propelled me to go forward academically, 

as well as in other areas.

Global Kids empowered us and broke our fear of 

questioning the experts. They did this through 

making us do our homework so that we knew 

our topics. They did it through ice-breakers and 

through social gatherings. We drew strength 

from our classmates and from the Global Kids 

staff who said, “You are doing great work and 

you can contribute to the conversation.” n

2006-2008

OMAR KHEDR

“GLOBAL KIDS SAYS, ‘THERE’S NOTHING WRONG WITH BEING SMART 
OR ENGAGED—BE AS MUCH AS YOU CAN BE.’ ”
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Raised in Brooklyn
Tufts University, B.A., 2013

NCAA All American in Track and Field, 2013
Foreign Languages: Haitian Creole, French, Spanish

As a freshman in high school, I was placed in 

the High School for Global Citizenship, which 

was created with the help of Global Kids. As 

a result, I joined several of the Global Kids af-

ter-school programs and stayed throughout  

high school. 

The Global Kids mission was integrated into 

our school. Students not only got the general 

high school education, but also an awareness 

of issues happening in our community and in 

the world.

I was born in Brooklyn but spent the first ten 

years of my life in Haiti, so I was coming 

from the Haitian schooling system where, 

if the teacher says, “Jump,” you ask, “How 

high?” But the High School for Global Citizen-

ship, a lot of lesson-planning resulted from 

the students’ input. Participation was en-

couraged, which was something I had never  

experienced.   

At Global Kids, there’s a focus on getting stu-

dents to meet academic goals, but also teach-

ing them public speaking and leadership skills. 

Students are not sitting in a corner shouting out 

answers. You work in pairs and larger groups. 

You do a lot of role play. You have to express 

your opinion about an issue. Then you get in 

front of everyone and make a presentation. 

Global Kids made this process seem normal for 

us, which gave us confidence in any situation 

we encountered.

Being in Global Kids for four years and being 

passionate about all local and global issues, I 

knew that I wanted to study either political sci-

ence or international relations in college. Tufts 

had a good reputation for international rela-

tions, so I applied. I was accepted and I received 

scholarships and grants from New Visions 

and Tufts, covering my full tuition. I ended up 

studying both political science and interna-

tional relations.

Once I got to campus, it felt like I was in a dif-

ferent country. Many students were from a dif-

ferent socioeconomic background than I was. 

The first year was difficult. Being part of Global 

Kids definitely helped me stay in college, not 

only because I was always updating my Global 

Kids trainers about my time at Tufts, but also 

because of all the skills that I had acquired. I was 

dissecting the information and being confi-

dent in knowing that this is new to me but with 

practice, in a few years, I’ll get the hang of it. 

When I got to college it didn’t matter what we 

were talking about. If it came down to an is-

sue I knew before, great. But if it didn’t, it was 

still fine, because I had enough practice that I 

would listen and then I could stand in front of a 

classroom and voice my opinion. n

2005-2009

SABIENNE BRUTUS

“GLOBAL KIDS DEFINITELY HELPED ME STAY IN COLLEGE. I WAS 
CONFIDENT IN KNOWING THAT THIS IS NEW TO ME BUT WITH 

PRACTICE, I’LL GET THE HANG OF IT.”
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Born in Bangladesh, moved to Queens at age 13
New York University, B.A., 2013

Founder, Impulse 4 Humanity, Bangladesh
Currently Global Kids Trainer in Long Island City High School

Foreign Languages: Bengali, Hindi, Urdu

I went to a zoned school near where I lived. 

They only cared about people passing classes, 

graduating, and making sure their statistics 

were good. One day in my freshman year, I 

heard an announcement about Global Kids. 

My cousin went to the same school and we 

thought, “We are global. We are from Bangla-

desh. Maybe we could meet other people who 

are global.”

Compared to school, where there was a lot 

of bullying, I felt really welcome when I first 

walked into a Global Kids meeting. They were 

interested in my life. That is very comforting 

because not that many people are interested 

in your life or your struggles. Everyone feels 

welcome. Everyone participates. Even the quiet 

people tend to find their voices there.

Because of Global Kids, I felt more comfortable to 

share in class, even with the accent I had. I was 

always good in history and math, but I would 

never participate. I was part of the quiet group 

in school when I started and slowly I turned into 

someone who was part of every group.

I took part in GK’s Human Rights Activist Proj-

ect. I was chosen to go with six other Global 

Kids students on a trip to Mexico. There was an 

International HIV/AIDS Conference and also a 

march against discrimination and homopho-

bia. My friends and I were from many differ-

ent faiths: Islam, Christianity, Judaism. Not 

everyone was comfortable participating in the 

march. I struggled the whole trip over whether 

to support the march, because on the one hand, 

it’s a human rights issue and on the other, it’s a 

religious belief. One of my friends on that trip 

in fact came out. I thought, “I’m a hypocrite if 

I support human rights and then don’t support 

gay rights because that’s human rights.” 

Global Kids did not force me to be part of any- 

thing. My opinions were shaped through dis-

cussions with people holding different points 

of view.

Coming from Bangladesh, you’re expected to 

be a doctor or engineer. But Global Kids chal-

lenged me to find other options. My sopho-

more year I did the Summer Institute at the 

Council on Foreign Relations. I discovered a 

lot of career options. Before, maybe you were 

thinking, “Oh, I want to be a doctor.” Now, 

you’re thinking, “Foreign policy looks like 

something I might be interested in. Human 

rights work looks interesting.”

I created an organization based on the Human 

Rights Activist Project called Impulse 4 Hu-

manity. It’s for early childhood education, and 

it’s in the slums of Bangladesh. n

2005-2009

FAHIM FARAZI

“EVERYONE FEELS WELCOME. EVERYONE PARTICIPATES. 
EVEN THE QUIET PEOPLE TEND TO FIND THEIR VOICES.”
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Born in Bangladesh, moved to Queens at age 8 
Adelphi University, B.A., 2012, M.A., 2014 (expected)

Levermore Global Scholar at Adelphi University
Currently Administrative Assistant, Faculty Center for Professional Excellence,  

Adelphi University
Foreign Language: Bengali

I joined Global Kids in high school in 2006. At 

that time the Global Kids Virtual Video Project 

was starting. Liking animation and games a lot, 

I thought it would be interesting because it was 

about creating machinima, which is filming in 

3D environments and platforms.

I was one of the few girls there. Somewhere 

along the line, women have been given a neg-

ative perception of technology that hinders 

them from embracing it. Global Kids helped me 

realize I can do something in technology with-

out being afraid. The attitude was, “You’re a part 

of the program and you’re a Global Kids Leader.” 

For the first Virtual Video Project, we focused 

on the use of child soldiers in Northern Ugan-

da. We did a lot of research and storyboarding, 

learning all of the things that go into making  

a movie. 

In summer 2007, Global Kids ran a virtual camp 

focused on the Convention on the Rights of 

the Child. It was a project with UNICEF. They 

wanted Global Kids to gather a bunch of teens 

from around the world to create short videos. 

We were working with teens from Mexico, Eu-

rope and the United States. I had never had a 

real camp experience, so it was nice.

Global Kids teaches youth about the issues, and 

then we get to do something about it, whether 

it is a virtual camp or creating a film and put-

ting it on the web so that everyone else can see 

and learn. I think it’s that action portion – not 

only being able to learn, but also putting into 

effect what we learned — that helps youth feel 

empowered. 

One of the great things is that even if you 

graduate, Global Kids trainers will call and say, 

“This or that is going on. Do you want to come 

by?” After I graduated, Global Kids invited me 

to go to Google headquarters in California 

for the Cooney Center’s Breakthrough Forum 

on Online Learning. Google is such a center 

of creativity. I learned so much about online 

education and the creative process. All Global 

Kids wanted in return was for me to write a 

blog about my experience. That seemed like a 

small price to pay.

Right now I’m studying for my Masters degree 

in educational technology. I am very much in-

fluenced by Global Kids. Anytime I see anyone 

who struggles in a class or thinks they can’t do 

it, it’s important for me to tell them, “It’s just a lit-

tle confusing now, but you’re going to get it.” n

2006-2009

NAFIZA AKTER

“IT’S THAT ACTION PORTION – NOT ONLY BEING ABLE TO LEARN, 
BUT ALSO PUTTING INTO EFFECT WHAT WE LEARNED — 

THAT HELPS YOUTH FEEL EMPOWERED.”
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Raised in the Bronx
Gates Millenium Scholar and Levermore Global Scholar at Adelphi University

Adelphi University and Columbia University Combined Program for Physics and  
Civil Engineering, B.S. degrees, 2015 (expected)

Foreign Language: Hebrew

I went to high school in the Bronx. My sopho-

more year, Global Kids arrived to conduct an 

after-school program. We would meet in the 

cafeteria, play games, socialize, then come to-

gether to talk about the issues we had discussed 

in the last meeting. We would try to come up 

with different techniques to address them. We 

became the GK Crew. Basically, we were the 

leaders in the school when it came to things 

like trying to start a newspaper or initiating 

contact with our principals. 

I believe change starts with knowledge. You have 

to know about the situation you are confront-

ing, then you can act on it. Global Kids stresses 

the importance of participation, not just talking 

about an issue, but actually getting active in the 

community. 

Food injustice was a topic that we discussed 

heavily for about two years. We were unhappy 

about the food we were being served in the caf-

eteria. We didn’t think it was healthy enough, 

and we began to analyze why certain commu-

nities — especially ours — weren’t given access 

to healthier foods.

We came up with the idea to create a public 

service announcement. We recorded ourselves 

performing a skit about our lack of access to 

healthy food. We also did the skit outside in the 

Fordham Plaza, where our school is located, 

and interviewed local community members 

about their ideas or opinions. We collected sig- 

natures and wrote local City Council members 

about problems in our community.

It showed me that young people have the pow-

er to address any issue we want and that we 

don’t have to wait until we are adults to solve 

problems that affect us. 

We were also given a lot of help getting ready 

for college and finding scholarships. I received 

the Gates Millennium scholarship. One of my 

mentors in Global Kids wrote my recommen-

dation for the scholarship and helped me with 

the application process. He also helped me ap-

ply for financial aid.

Through Global Kids I was informed about a 

combined program in physics and engineering 

at Adelphi University (AU) and Columbia Uni-

versity. I went to AU for three years, and I studied 

physics. This year and next, I’m attending Co-

lumbia University majoring in civil engineering. 

I want to study civil engineering so I can fo-

cus on sustainable structural development, es-

pecially in developing communities. I believe 

sustainable infrastructure improves our world 

and improves our communities. It makes our 

communities more environmentally friendly. 

That interest stemmed from my background in 

Global Kids. n

2007-2010

NAHTAHNIEL REEL

“I WANT TO STUDY CIVIL ENGINEERING SO I CAN FOCUS ON SUSTAINABLE 
STRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT. THAT INTEREST STEMS FROM MY 

BACKGROUND IN GLOBAL KIDS.” 
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Born in Bangladesh, moved to Queens at age 16 
Baruch College, B.A., 2014 (expected)

Founder, Fund My Fashion, a company helping aspiring fashion designers connect with 
responsible offshore manufacturers 

Foreign Languages: Russian, Bengali, Hindi

Most of the students at my high school would 

come to school and immediately leave after-

ward. I wanted to do something productive 

so I was interested when representatives from 

Global Kids came to my history class and started 

talking about what they offered, how you can 

help communities and gain an international 

perspective and incorporate that in your life.

Global Kids offered so many after-school 

workshops. One focused on the genocide in 

Darfur. There was a college workshop and a 

photography and social media program. I was 

an active member of all of them. On top of 

that, I took part in the Summer Institute at the 

Council on Foreign Relations.

One year, Global Kids sent a three-person team 

to be part of the Model U.N. in England. We were 

to represent the country of Sierra Leone. We 

had to study the foreign policy and make a pre-

sentation at a mock United Nations conference.

I was 16 at the time and I was a little arrogant. 

Before I left, I thought that since I had been 

chosen to go to the conference, I must be the 

best. I also thought, “Hey, I’m coming from 

America. Everyone loves America.” Once I got 

there I realized that was not the case. We lived 

in a hostel with delegations from Russia, Spain, 

France and Italy. We would talk about serious 

topics like poverty, and it was amazing to hear 

fresh perspectives. They were so smart and 

much, much more knowledgeable than I was. 

They were at the top of their game.  

When I got back, I realized that I had to work 

on myself. I started learning languages. I’ve 

been studying Russian for three years now 

and French for a year. I traveled to Russia for a 

month last summer. I went to Ukraine this year 

for two months and Switzerland this summer 

for two months. Soon, I plan to visit to Colom-

bia for two months.

Had it not been for Global Kids I would not be 

thinking big or thinking internationally. I would 

not even be dreaming about traveling. Now, 

whenever I have time, a summer or winter 

break, I just want to travel, to get an interna-

tional outlook. 

In college, I started studying international rela-

tions and I’m studying international business at 

this point. 

I’ve also started my own company, Fund my 

Fashion. It connects aspiring designers to 

clothing manufacturers in Bangladesh. The 

textile factories we work with there are smaller 

than other mass-production factories in the 

country so we can try to ensure better wages 

and conditions. n

2009-2011

“HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR GLOBAL KIDS I WOULD NOT BE THINKING BIG OR 
THINKING INTERNATIONALLY. IN COLLEGE, I STARTED STUDYING  
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS.”

RAIYAN SYED
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JESSY JO GOMEZ

2009-2011

Raised in Harlem
Parsons School of Design, B.A., 2015 (expected) 

Co-founder of Win to Learn, a company that teaches students programming  
through game design

Foreign Languages: Japanese and Spanish

I grew up with parents who were not parentally 

abled. I took care of myself, and them, and my 

siblings. Being in the house was always hectic. 

One day in high school, somebody from Global 

Kids came to recruit people for a program called 

The Virtual Video Project. He said we could get a 

stipend and we could work in the virtual world. I 

applied for it right away. I really liked technology 

and video games but there wasn’t a good pro-

gram at my school that had to do with games. If 

there was, it was very male heavy. 

In the Virtual Video Project, at first I was really 

shy. Everybody came from schools in the other 

boroughs and I was from Manhattan. I was a 

little more versed in computers, however, so I 

ended up helping other students. That’s when I 

started to gain my confidence. I started to think 

like a leader when I started to show people how 

to do things. We made a video game called Dis-

covered about the issue of child sex trafficking. 

It’s on YouTube and we had many page views. 

There’s a program at Global Kids called Playing 

for Keeps. It was awesome, awesome, awesome 

because we got to meet game designers, inter-

view them and ask them how they developed 

their careers.

Global Kids was always a safe space. Safe as 

in you’re not allowed to physically harm each 

other. Also safe as in you’re free to express your 

opinions without receiving any verbal abuse. 

You can have an opposing opinion but you 

have to be respectful about it. You learn that it’s 

okay to have a different perspective but not be 

a jerk about it. 

In your senior year, the folks at Global Kids help 

you apply to college. They have workshops that 

direct you toward scholarships. I had letters of 

recommendation from some Global Kids staff 

members and they helped look over my essays. 

I won a full scholarship to Parsons through a 

scholarship called Quest Bridge.

Ever since I was young, I knew I wanted to be a 

game designer. I would tell people that I want-

ed to make games to make people happy, but I 

didn’t know what that necessarily meant. When 

I got to Global Kids, I understood that I wanted 

to help people. That’s a good way of making  

them happy. n

“IN YOUR SENIOR YEAR AT GLOBAL KIDS, THEY HELP YOU APPLY  
TO COLLEGE. THEY HAVE WORKSHOPS THAT DIRECT YOU  

TOWARD SCHOLARSHIPS.”
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Raised in Queens
Graduated high school with an Advanced Regents Diploma, 2013

School of Cooperative Technical Education, Electrical Program, 2014
Entering U.S. Navy Aircraft Mechanic Training, March 2014

“I’M USED TO PEOPLE SAYING, ‘JUST GIVE UP.’ THEN OUT OF THE BLUE, 
SOMEONE SAYS, ‘DON’T GIVE UP.’ AND YOU START TO REALIZE THAT 

THEY’RE THE RIGHT ONES.”

I went to a large, overcrowded high school in 

Queens. My freshman year, I loved going to 

school. I had a 95% average. Sophomore year, 

that all changed. I cut class all the time. I’d walk 

out of the building, right past security guards, 

and they didn’t care. There were kids walking 

around the hallway, not going to class and still 

getting 75% averages. I figured if the ones walk-

ing the halls are getting a 75% average, what’s 

the point of my going? It showed me that no 

one cared. No one wanted you to be there. I 

was failing two classes. That’s when Global Kids 

reached out to me.

I didn’t realize at the time I was being targeted 

for a drop-out prevention program. The train-

ers based at my school told me about the Global 

Kids program. What piqued my interest was 

when they mentioned the possibility for free 

travel. I thought, “Cool, free things.”

Once a week we had a workshop, and other 

times, if I wanted to go during lunch to hang out 

and do a couple of activities, that was fine, too. 

The trainers told me that when I got discour-

aged at school, I should come by and talk. They 

said, “We won’t even talk about school, just talk 

about your day.” That really helped because I 

knew that there was an escape within the con-

fines of the school. I could just walk down two 

flights of stairs. That kept me in school. 

I’m used to people saying, “Just give up.” I’m 

not a quitter, but once you hear it so many 

times, you start to get that mentality. “Maybe I 

can just drop out. It’s only a high school diplo-

ma. I’m going to be a grease monkey anyway.” 

Then out of the blue, someone says, “Don’t 

give up.” And you start to realize that they’re 

the right ones. Everyone who was telling me to 

give up, they already have no future. They al-

ready passed the point of no return. I hadn’t. If 

Global Kids hadn’t found me and I had dropped 

out of school, I would either be in Rikers or six  

feet under.

After high school I went to the Co-Op Techni-

cal School. I was there to study electrical instal-

lation. This past August, I signed my contract 

for the Navy and in March I’ll be sent to basic 

training. I signed up to be an aircraft mechanic 

working on jet turbo engines so most likely I’m 

going to be on an aircraft carrier.

I will be traveling the globe. I’m going to be in  

different cultures, meeting different types of 

people. My experience in Global Kids is going to 

help me because they always taught me not to 

only see things just from my perspective. n 

2010-2013

JOHN CONNORS
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Raised in Queens
Currently at Adelphi University, 2017 (expected)
Levermore Global Scholar at Adelphi University

Assistant in the office of the President of Adelphi University

In high school, I didn’t always click with kids 

my own age, so the minute I got out of school, 

I’d find the quickest way to get to Global Kids—

I’d practically run there. 

Global Kids is not the typical after-school pro-

gram where they babysit you and keep you 

entertained for a couple of hours. The things 

that you learn at Global Kids resonate. Even-

tually you’re going to find a topic that you feel 

passionate about, and Global Kids is going to 

give you the tools that you need to bring awar- 

eness about this topic. You see that there is a 

group of people that care about each other and 

care about the world they live in. Once you 

see that, there’s no way you can act as though 

nothing matters.  

The Summer Institute at the Council on For-

eign Relations was probably one of the most 

fun things I did with Global Kids. A profes-

sor at my university mentioned how kids are 

never allowed in the Council, and all I could 

think was, “Well, with Global Kids, I spent three 

weeks there.”  

One person who really stuck with me was 

Edem Wosornu, (Deputy Head for Somalia for 

the U.N. Office for the Coordination on Hu-

manitarian Affairs). It was extraordinary to see 

her dealing with the crisis in Somalia and the 

way she was speaking about the people in that 

country — it wasn’t with pity. She spoke about 

them as equals and talked about the need to 

figure out the way to help so that it didn’t lead 

to further consequences. From that point, it 

all changed for me. I know now that traveling 

and meeting people and working out issues 

through conversation is what I want to do. 

Global Kids has two students who sit on the 

Board of Directors every year. I had the op-

portunity to serve with a good friend of mine. 

I attended meetings, and I had to dress up in 

business casual attire. You sit with presidents of 

schools, CEO’s, and accountants for big firms. 

Meanwhile, you’re just a high school student, 

but Global Kids makes you feel like you’re not 

much different — they just have more experi-

ence than you. Board members seem intimi-

dating, but when you get the chance to talk to 

them, they have a lot of helpful things to say. 

Global Kids tears down those divides that soci-

ety has set for us. n

2009-2013

MAYA FAISON

“YOU SEE A GROUP OF PEOPLE THAT CARE ABOUT EACH OTHER AND 
CARE ABOUT THE WORLD. ONCE YOU SEE THAT, THERE’S NO WAY 

YOU CAN ACT AS THOUGH NOTHING MATTERS.” 



Credits:

Caroline Harting, project co-director; Julie Hassett-Sutton, photographer; 
Michele Orecklin, writer/editor; Mary Power/Subtitle, graphic designer;  
David Sutton/Frantic Studio, video production; and the Global Kids staff.



www.globalkids.org
Support Global Kids @ donate.globalkids.org


