Tears and Rainbows
Genesis 6:5-9,17; 9:13

We have spent 3 Sundays so far looking into the book of Genesis and
celebrating creation as a way of honouring God as our Creator.

We examined the evidence for humans made in God's image, and how
we are very much distinct from animals, especially in the way in which
humans ask questions of meaning, such as:

In Genesis 3 we are introduced to what the Psalmist calls "the whisper of sin". Psalm 36:1

Adam and Eve were enticed by the whisper of sin and allowed the snake of

sin to slither deep into their hearts to the point of no return.
How can this happen?
Genesis 3 helps us understand is that the human will is more powerful than
one's environment, no matter how perfect it might be. And whenever the
human will sides with sin it separates us from God and decays our
soul.
James 1:14-15 -
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Everyone is tempted by their own cravings; they are

lured away and enticed by them.
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Once those cravings conceive, they

give birth to sin; and when sin grows up, it gives birth to death.
There is an enemy who is a liar and a thief. And He likes to use the
good things God has made to make us less than human and lure us into
places of death.

One of the largest freshwater turtles is the alligator snapping turtle…

Once sin entered the world, it could not be easily removed. Sin cannot be
nurtured; it can only be crucified.
And that brings us to Genesis 6.
God has to once again intervene to interrupt evil and bring about His
purposes on the planet.
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The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that

every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually…
God was grieved in his heart over the state of unbelief in the human heart.
Romans 8:22 tells us that "…the whole creation has been groaning as in
the pains of childbirth right up to the present time."
But instead, He chose to suffer long for the sake of one man who found
favour with God.

His name was Noah. And we're told that - "Noah found favour in the eyes
of the Lord… he was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah
walked with God" (Genesis 6:8-9).
Ever contemplated the evil in this world and wonder why we're still here?
God was willing to suffer the consequences of sin out of His never-ending
love for you and me. Did you know that's how God feels about you?

Isaiah compares the love of God for his people to that of a nursing mother
for her child.

Isaiah 49:15 CEV.

I am willing to suffer so that you may live. This is what Jesus chose to
do for you and me.
God's offer of salvation came through one man by the name of Noah in the
Old Testament (Gen 6:8) - and Noah's entire family was spared from God's
judgment because of Noah's righteousness.

We see that Jesus became the perfect Noah and God's chosen vessel
for the salvation of all mankind.
Jesus was the fulfillment of God's promise to Noah.

Immediately following the flood waters of judgment upon sin, he told Noah 13 I have placed my rainbow in the clouds. It is the sign of my covenant

with you and with all the earth" (Genesis 9:13 NLT).
In the last 5 years, the rainbow has become a symbol that the LGBT-Q…
But the rainbow cannot save the sinner. Only the cross can do that. And

both the rainbow and the cross are meant to point to the Saviour which is Jesus Christ.
Sinclair Ferguson says, "…the word used in the book of Genesis is not
rainbow, it’s war bow – the bow of war, the bow of battle.

Some Biblical scholars have suggested that - there's no arrow in the bow
– and since the direction of the bow is pointing up toward God, the arrow
has been released into God's own heart.
This of course is a picture of God taking the judgment of sin upon Himself.
Old Testament scholar, Frank Derek Kidner says - "The obvious glory of
the rainbow against the gloom of the cloud arises from the conjunction of
sun and storm, as of mercy and judgment…"

The rainbow is a reminder of God's judgment upon sin, but the cross is a
symbol of God's grace that is available to the repentant sinner.
In the day we now live, we need a reminder of God's judgment upon sin.
God must remove sin from his holy presence.

A day of judgment is coming soon. The cloud of God's judgment is
closing in on us, and just as it was in Noah's day, people are busy painting
rainbows instead of looking to the cross and obeying the words of Jesus.
The rainbow won't save you. Only Jesus can.

Only Jesus, who chose to die on a cross and take upon himself the sins of
the world can keep you from drowning in your sin and being swept away
into a Christ-less eternity.

