Far and Near
Genesis 1:1-2:3; 2:4-7
The God who is both far and near.

Gregory Boyle, in his book Tattoos on the Heart, retells the story of a 15year-old gang member named Rigo.
Millions of people in the world think God is like Rigo's father. A father who
is unstable, unpredictable, and unloving in every way. And they think Jesus
is like Rigo's mother. A friend who goes the extra mile to show us his love.

I want us to spend some time looking at how God reveals himself in the
story of Creation as both a holy and a loving God. He is both far and near.
What Moses has done in writing Genesis 1 and then retelling the story of
Creation in Genesis 2, is given us a glimpse into two very important, you
could even say foundational truths, about God's character.
The God who spoke the Universe into existence is the same God who
walked in the Garden with Adam and Eve. This is the God who is both far
and near; He is both transcendent and intimate.

In Genesis 1 Moses shows us that God is transcendent. Every single
time you see Moses refer to God he calls him "God". The Hebrew word is
ELOHIM.

In Genesis 2 Moses shows us that God is immanent. One who is close
by. Every single time you see Moses refer to God he calls him "Lord, God".
The Hebrew word is YAHWEH.
The prophet Jeremiah, speaking on behalf of God says, "Am I only a God
nearby," declares the LORD, "and not a God far away?" Jeremiah 23:23
This is a theme that repeats all throughout the Scriptures.
1. In 2 Samuel 6 - King David commissions the ark of the covenant to be
brought back to Israel.
2. Then in Luke 8:43-48 we read about a woman with a bleeding problem
for 12 years.
Colossians 1:15-16a tells us that "Christ is the visible image of the
invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over
all creation. For through him God created everything in the heavenly
realms and on earth.”
Not holiness in the sense of being unapproachable, distant, aloof or
uncaring. Holy in the ancient Hebrew understanding of the word which
means ‘a cut above.’ Jesus is a cut above the rest.
The Scriptures put it this way:
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“Who is like Thee among the gods, O LORD? Who is like Thee, majestic in
holiness, Awesome in praises, working wonders? (Exodus 15:11).

“There is no one holy like the LORD, Indeed, there is no one besides Thee,
Nor is there any rock like our God (1 Samuel 2:2).
God has not changed from the OT to the NT.
Hebrews 13:8 says - "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and
forever."
Why is this important for us today?
We have a tendency to emphasize and relate to one aspect of God's
character at the expense of the other.
But as we can see, starting from the first 2 chapters of Genesis and then
repeating all throughout the Scriptures - God is both ELOHIM & YAHWEH.
For those who only think of God as YAHWEH -

1. The OT freaks you out. You read about God destroying cities, bringing
about destruction and sending plagues on entire nations. And you say
to yourself - 'I can't worship a God like that.' You are worshipping a god
made in your own image.

For those who only think of God as ELOHIM -

1. Your view of God looks more like an Army General than a loving father.
2. You see God as being frustrated with you, or maybe someone that
merely tolerates you. He puts up with you because he has to.
3. When you mess up, you run from God instead of running to Him. God’s
holiness doesn't drive you to the foot of the cross, it drives you away!
4. If you never see God smile, or break out in hilarious laughter whenever
you look at a:
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YAHWEH people are very careless with God and shameless with their sin.
Their attitude is - I can do whatever I want because Jesus loves me.
1 John 3:9 tells us that "Anyone born of God refuses to practice sin,
because God's seed abides in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he
has been born of God."
And the Scriptures are telling you this morning that if you keep doing what
you're doing, without repenting of your sin - your'e gonna go straight to hell.
And I'm not the one sending you there!
Proverbs 15:9 says, "The Lord detests the way of the wicked [because He
is holy], but he loves those who pursue godliness [because God is love]."
The Bible tells us to pursue love (1 Cor 14:1) and it tells us to pursue
holiness (Heb 12:14). Without love we are nothing. Without holiness we
will never see the Lord.
God wants you to love ALL of him, not just the part that fits your
lifestyle.
There is no love like God's love because God is ELOHIM and he is
YAHWEH.

R. C. Sproul makes this insightful observation:
“The Bible says that God is holy, holy, holy. Not that He is merely holy, or
even holy, holy. He is holy, holy, holy. The Bible never says that God is love,
love, love, or mercy, mercy, mercy, or wrath, wrath, wrath, or justice, justice,
justice. It does say that He is holy, holy, holy, the whole earth is full of His
glory.”
God is both far and near.

Deuteronomy 4:39 – Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the
LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other.

