Creation Care
Genesis 1:28; 2:15
"God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and in the
flowers and clouds and stars.” ~ Martin Luther

In 2000, Dr. Matthew Sleeth was at the peak of his career… He wrote his
first book - Serve God, Save the Planet.
Caring for the environment is a big deal for us here in BC.

• We saw in 2016, how hundreds of British Columbians marched 75kms
over 4 days to protest Kinder Morgan's Trans Mountain Pipeline.

• A tugboat pushing an empty fuel barge hit a rocky reef and sank, spilling
diesel fuel off the Central Coast of B.C.

• Hundreds of protesters gathered at Shawnigan Lake to voice their
opposition to a soil dumping site near their watershed.

• Even Britain's Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge and Prince William care
about creation here in BC - as you can see by this picture of them
walking through the Great Bear Rainforest near Bella Bella last year.
How should a follower of Christ think about the environment, and what
should Christians do to better care for God's creation?
Are we to think only in terms of saving souls, but disregard what the
Bible reveals to us about God's concern for the rest of His creation?
The attitude of a Christian should never be - Get all you can today and let
God worry about tomorrow.

God values the material world. The apostle John tells us - "For God so
loved the world (kosmos), that He gave his only begotten Son…"
God showed us his love for 'the kosmos' by sending His Son Jesus to be
born in a real manger, to live inside a real human body, to die on a real
cross, shed real blood, be buried in a real tomb, rise up from the grave and
then ascend into the heavens in a real transformed body.
The Psalmist says - "The earth is the LORD'S, and all it contains; The
world, and those who dwell in it" (Psalm 24:1 NASB).

God owns it all. Genesis 2:15 says, "The Lord God took the man and put
him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it" (ESV).
We've been given much. And we're not to waste what we've been given.
Which is why we've been taught to take a Sabbath day and make it holy.

In Genesis 2:2-3 we read - ""On the sixth day God completed all the work
that he had done, and on the seventh day God rested from all the work that
he had done. God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it
God rested from all the work of creation.” If we make this a regular rhythm
of our life here on earth, not only will we be blessed, but all of creation will
reap the blessings of God.

Keeping sabbath is part of caring for God's creation, because creation has
limits. God taught the people of Israel "10 For six years you are to sow
your fields and harvest the crops,
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But in the seventh year you shall let it

rest and let it alone…" (Exodus 23:11 NKJV).

If we don't exercise control over the things we consume,
they will eventually consume us.

You can actually exhaust the earth's resources and become exhausted
yourself, if you choose to ignore the Creators' instructions.
Consider the consequences of Leviticus 26 for not keeping the Sabbath.

Leviticus 26:18-20 - “And if you will not yet listen to Me for all this, then I
will punish you seven times more for your sins. 19 And I will break the pride
of your power, and I will make your heaven like iron and your earth like
bronze. 20 And your strength shall be spent in vain. For your land shall not
yield its increase, neither shall the trees of the field yield their fruits.”
This is what we see happening today. All because we choose to ignore
God's instructions on how to care for His creation.
We will continue to reap the consequences in our health, our land, and our
relationships.
I want to mention 3 practical ways to start caring for creation this week:
1) Conserve Energy.
2) Simple Living.
3) Support Ministries.

• A Rocha is an international Christian organization which, inspired by
God’s love, engages in scientific research, environmental education,
community-based conservation projects and sustainable agriculture.

• The Water Project was started in 2006 by a pastor from St. John, New
Brunswick, who heard of a need for clean drinking water in Kenya.

We are called to be caretakers of creation, not consumers of it. We are to
enjoy creation and cherish it, without making it something we worship. Pay
attention to the Creator's instructions and be blessed.

"…if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land." (2
Chronicles 7:14)

