
Gateway Bible Church 
Sunday, September 23, 2012 
“Differences” series # 8 
Mormonism 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Terms 

 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints (the LDS Church or, colloquially, the 
Mormon Church) is a Christian primitivist 
church that considers itself to be a 
restoration of the church founded by Jesus 
Christ.  
(source:  www.wikipedia.com) 
 
The church is headquartered in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, and has established 
congregations (called wards or branches) 
and built temples worldwide. 
 
The Book of Mormon (Joseph Smith’s 
translation of ancient golden tablets 
recording God’s interaction with people 
inhabiing ancient America) 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 
 
Pearl of Great Price (lists out Mormon’s 13 
articles of faith) 
 



Joseph Smith (1805-1844) – founder of 
Mormonism 
 
Brigham Young (1801-1877) – second 
president of the Latter-Day Saints Church 
 
Ezra Taft Benson (1899-1994) – former United 
States Secretary of Agriculture under 
President Eisenhower (13th president of the 
Latter-Day Saints Church 
 

History 

 
The story of Mormonism started when a 14-
year old boy named, Joseph Smith Jr., had 
a vision in which two personages – whom 
he believed to be the Father and the Son – 
appeared to him. 
 
He asked them which Christian 
denomination he should join and they told 
him to join none of them because they 
were all “wrong and corrupt” 
(source:  So What’s the Difference? By Fritz Ridenour, page 
131-132) 

 

In 1823 Joseph Smith (at the age of 17) 
claimed that an angel named Moroni 
appeared to him 
 
Moroni, son of the prophet named Mormon, 
had recorded previously unknown historical 
events on some golden plates (These 
revelations included stories about 2 
migrations of ancient civilizations to the 
Americas, and Christ’s post-resurrection 
visitation to these “sheep of another fold.”) 
 
Moroni revealed the location of these 
buried plates and indicated they contained 
the “fullness of the everlasting gospel.” 
When Smith found them (4 years later), he 
claimed they were written in a curious kind 
of hieroglyphic writing, which he termed, 
“reformed Egyptian” 
 
Smith said he was able to translate them by 
using 2 special stones he called, “Urim” and 
“Thummim” 
 
He translated the plates behind a curtain, 
gazing into a hat, supposedly reading lines 



of the Book of Mormon as they appeared 
these stones 
 
In 1830, the Book of Mormon was published 
 
The Book of Mormon covers the history of 
two great civilizations:  The most important is 
supposed to have arrived in America from 
the Middle East around 600BC. 
 
These Jewish people are reported to have 
become two great nations:  The Nephites 
and the Lamanites that fought intermittently 
over many centuries 
 
Most of the Book of Mormon was allegedly 
put down on gold plates by Mormon, 
commander in chief of the Nephites. 
 
After Mormon completed his part of the 
work he gave the plates to his son, Moroni 
who hid them in the Hill Cumorah after 
adding a few words of his own 
 
The Nephites then fought the Lamanites to 
the death and all were killed.   
 

The Lamanites went on the become the 
“principal ancestors of the American 
Indians.” 
(source:  So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Lidenour, page 
135) 

 
The movement moved from New York to 
Ohio to Missouri, then to Illinois (During this 
time, which was the 1830’s to early 1840’s – 
Smith claimed more divine revelations when 
compiled was called Doctrines and 
Covenants, Book of Commandments and 
The Pearl of Great Price 
 
By 1838, the Mormons had been driven 
completely from Missouri into Illinois 
While in Illinois he came up with revelations 
concerning: 
 
• The Godhead 
• Origin and destiny of the human race 
• Eternal progression 
• Baptism for the dead 
• Polygamy 
• Sacred temple ordinances 

 
His revelation regarding polygamy was 
released on August 12, 1843 and included a 



threat that Smith’s first wife, Emma, would 
be “destroyed” if she resisted the idea 
(source:  So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Ridenour, page 
133) 

 
In Nauvoo, Illinois he was arrested, then shot 
and killed in a gunfight. 
 
Brigham Young relocated the group to the 
Valley of the Salt Lake in 1847. 
(source:  Handbook of World Religions, by Len Woods, 
pages 136-137) 

 
Brigham Young University tries to 
substantiate the Book of Mormon 
 
Mormons do not have paid clergy (All 
church work is voluntary) 
 
All services are led by laity 
 
The priesthood is only open to men that are 
faithful and worthy 
 
Each authorized successor of Joseph Smith 
is regarded as a modern day, “appointed 
prophet” 
 

Thomas Spencer Monson (born August 21, 
1927) is the 16th and current President of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints 
 
Mormonism Articles of Faith: 
 

1. We believe in God, the Eternal Father, and 
in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy 
Ghost. 

2. We believe that men will be punished for 
their own sins, and not for Adam's 
transgression. 

3. We believe that through the [A]tonement 
of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by 
obedience to the laws and ordinances of 
the Gospel. 

4. We believe that these ordinances1 [the first 
principles and ordinances of the Gospel]1 
are: first, Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; 
second, Repentance; third, Baptism by 
immersion for the remission of sins; fourth, 
Laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. 

5. We believe that a man must be called of 
God[,] by "prophecy, and by the laying on 
of hands" by those who are in authority[,] to 



preach the Gospel and administer in the 
ordinances thereof. 

6. We believe in the same organization that 
existed in the [P]rimitive [C]hurch, viz: 
[namely,] apostles, prophets, pastors, 
teachers, evangelists[,] &c [and so forth]. 

7. We believe in the gift of tongues, prophecy, 
revelation, visions, healing, interpretation of 
tongues[,] &c [and so forth]. 

8. We believe the [B]ible to be the word of 
God as far as it is translated correctly; we 
also believe the Book of Mormon to be the 
word of God. 

9. We believe all that God has revealed, all 
that [H]e does now reveal, and we believe 
that [H]e will yet reveal many great and 
important things pertaining to the 
[K]ingdom of God. 

10. We believe in the literal gathering of 
Israel and in the restoration of the Ten 
Tribes[;] [t]hat Zion [(the New Jerusalem)] 
will be built upon this1 [the]1 [American]2 
continent[;] [t]hat Christ will reign personally 
upon the earth[;] and[,] that the earth will 
be renewed and receive its paradisiac[al] 
glory. 

11. We claim the privilege of worshiping 
Almighty God according to the dictates of 
our [own]1 conscience, and allow all men 
the same privilege[,] let them worship how, 
where, or what they may. 

12. We believe in being subject to kings, 
presidents, rulers, and magistrates, in 
obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law. 

13. We believe in being honest, true, chaste, 
benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good to 
all men [all men]; indeed, we may say that 
we follow the admonition of Paul [—] "we 
believe all things[,] we hope all things," we 
have endured many things[,] and hope to 
be able to endure all things. If there is 
anything virtuous, lovely, or of good report 
or praise worthy [praiseworthy,] we seek 
after these things. 
(source:  www.wikipedia.com) 

 

Things in common with Christianity 

 
 Civil responsibility 
 
 Moral integrity 
 
 The Bible  



 
 Jesus 
 
 Missions:  Mormonism emphasizes efforts 

to encourage young men to commit to 
two-year missions to evangelize people 
around the world with the message of 
Mormonism. 

 

Differences 

 
The Latter Day Saints Church claims that 
Jesus and Lucifer were brothers, the first two 
spirit children of the Father-God of our 
universe.  NOTE:  When Jesus was selected 
to be the Savior of the Universe Satan 
rebelled, initiated a Holy War in Heaven.  As 
punishment, Heavenly Father decreed that 
he would never have a human body. 
 
Mormons believe that shortly after Jesus’ 
death, He physically returned to North 
America and established His church 
teaching Mormon doctrines among Native 
Americans. (These teachings were lost as 
the Native American populations divided.) 

 
Biblical Christianity believes Jesus is God 
and Satan is one of His creations. Not only 
are Jesus and Satan not brothers, they are 
as different as night is from day. Jesus is 
God incarnate—eternal, all knowing and all 
powerful while Satan is a fallen angel that 
was created by God for God’s purposes. 
(source:  www.gotquestions.org) 

 
Matthew 16:13-20 (NASB) 
 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 
Philippi, He was asking His disciples, “Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John 
the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or 
one of the prophets.” 15 He *said to them, “But who do 
you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus said to 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and 
blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in 
heaven. 18 I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will 
not overpower it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have 
been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
shall have been loosed in heaven.” 20 Then He warned 
the disciples that they should tell no one that He was the 
Christ. 

Mormonism teaches that we were all 
preexistent spirit beings – the result of 



spiritual/sexual union of Heavenly Father 
and Heavenly Mother.  We became 
embodied at the moment of our birth, the 
immaterial spirit child indwelling the 
newborn infant body. 
 
Mormonism teaches that Jesus was not 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, but rather is 
the result of sexual union between Father 
God and Mary.  NOTE:  This makes Jesus the 
“elder brother” of all mankind) 

Mormons believe that because we are the 
literal children of God, we are gods in the 
making.  If you live a devout Mormon life, 
you can literally one day be the god of your 
own universe. 
(Source:  Handbook of World Religions, by Len Woods, 
page 138) 

 
In Mormon theology, “Heavenly Father” 
was once a man.  This is known as “theosis” 
– the notion that divinity is the result of 
eternal progression.  Therefore, Mormons 
are taught that they, too, can eventually 
achieve the status of deity. 
 

Elohim, as God the Father is known in 
Mormonism was once a created being who 
himself had a father through eternity past. 
 
Elohim lives on an unnamed plan orbiting 
and unidentified star called Kolob. 
 
Elohim was raised under Mormon teaching 
and lived faithfully according to its 
doctrines. 
 
Elohim was the first man to be exalted to 
God. 
 
As God, Elohim took preexistent matter and 
organized it in a matter that formed the 
Earth. 
 
In this regard God is seen not as the creator 
but as the organizer of earth. 
 
In the spirit realm, Elohim and his wives 
produced countless spirit children and gives 
them the opportunity to pass through to 
mortality and populate the earth which 
accounts for all the people of the world. 
(source:  World Religions and What People Believe, by 
Bryan McNally, page 149) 



 
Mormons believe salvation is by faith and 
good works (Mormon baptism, tithing, 
temple marriage, and participation in 
secret rituals).  NOTE:  A person must be 
baptized to become a member of the 
restored church – The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints 
 
Mormons also practice proxy baptism 
(baptism for the dead) to help devout 
members of the Latter Day Saints church 
attempt to help non-church members into 
heaven by serving as “stand ins” 
 
Mormons also believe that the death of 
Jesus is not sufficient to overcome all sins, 
and that along with believing in Jesus as 
God’s son in order to experience salvation, 
one must also perform a good life of good 
works and believe Joseph Smith was God’s 
prophet 
 
Mormonism teaches that men are the gods 
in the celestial heaven and that women 
may attain this level of heaven only through 
their husbands 

 
Biblical Christianity believes we are saved 
by faith in Jesus Christ, alone.  
 
First, we must hear the gospel—the good 
news of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  
 
Ephesians 1:13 (NASB) 
 
13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you 
were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

Then, we must believe—fully trust the Lord 
Jesus.  
 
Romans 1:16 ( NASB) 
 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 
of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. 

NOTE:  This involves repentance, a 
changing of mind about sin and Christ, and 
calling on the name of the Lord. 
 
Acts 3:19 (NASB) 
 
19 Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be 



wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come 
from the presence of the Lord; 

Romans 10:9-13 (NASB) 
 
9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and 
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, 
resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, 
resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever 
believes in Him will not be disappointed.” 12 For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is 
Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; 
13 for “Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.” 

Salvation is available in Jesus alone and is 
dependent on God alone for provision, 
assurance, and security. 
 
Acts 4:12 (NASB) 
 
12 And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no 
other name under heaven that has been given among 
men by which we must be saved.” 

The current, official Latter Day Saints church 
view is that Orthodox Christian churches are 
incomplete rather than corrupt 
 

The so called “Great Apostasy” means that 
historic Christianity lost the “fullness” of the 
gospel, not the entire message and 
teaching of Christ. 
 
Through the revelations given to Joseph 
Smith, Mormons believe God restored the 
true Gospel.  Therefore, Mormons do not 
dismiss other people’s religious experiences, 
and believe that anyone who accepts 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God is a Christian 
and can have divine guidance. 
 
Based on the premise that God rewards 
each person in the next life for works done 
in this life, Joseph Smith surmised that the 
Bible spoke to the reality of three levels of 
heaven rather than one. 
 
Upon dying, a person’s faith and works are 
assessed by God, and the person is 
assigned to an appropriate level of heaven: 
 
Level One:  The Telestial Kingdom: 
(considered the “level of the stars,” it is the 
lowest level of heaven).  It is reserved for 
liars, adulterers, people given to lustful 



desires, and people who rejected the 
salvation offered by Jesus Christ. 
 
Level Two:  The Terrestrial Kingdom:  
(considered the level of the moon)  It is 
reserved for people who lived good lives 
but because of the deceit of other people, 
rejected Mormonism’s Jesus.  Other 
inhabitants are Mormons who believed but 
did not live faithfully. 
 
Level Three:  The Celestial Kingdom:  (It is 
known as “the third heaven” and the “glory 
of the sun”).  It is reserved for those people 
who believed in the fullness of Mormon 
teachings and fulfilled all Mormon 
obligations and responsibilities in the mortal 
life 
 
The “outer darkness” of Mormonism is they 
typical concept of hell.  It is described as a 
place of separation from God, and is 
reserved for Satan and his rebellious 
brothers and sisters.  At some point, these 
people will get another chance… 
 

Conclusions 

 
REGARDING SCRIPTURE:  Mormons believe 
that the canon of Scripture is not closed 
and that modern revelation is 
necessary….God continues to speak, 
because He is unchangeable. 
 
The Mormons accept The Book of Mormon, 
Pearl of Great Price, and Doctrines and 
Covenants, and the KJV 
 
Biblical Christians believe the canon is 
closed and accept only the Bible as 
Scripture, believing it is “God breathed”  
 
REGARDING GOD AND THE TRINITY:  Joseph 
Smith taught “The Father has a body of flesh 
and bones as tangible as man’s.” 
 
Biblical Christians believe God is a Spirit and 
creator of the universe. 
 
The word “trinity” means “three in oneness” 
and summarizes Scripture’s teaching that 
“God is three Persons, yet one God.” 



 
REGARDING SIN AND SALVATION:  Joseph 
Smith taught “men will be punished for their 
own sins, but not for Adam’s transgression.”  
The Book of Mormon says Adam and Eve 
were foreordained to sin in order to provide 
parentage for the spirit children of God, 
who were waiting for the experience of 
earthly life 
 
Biblical Christians believe salvation is a free 
gift, provided by God’s grace for all who 
believe in Christ and His atoning work on 
the cross…Christians do good works not to 
earn salvation but because they have 
salvation. 
 
REGARDING HEAVEN:  Joseph Smith taught 
that most of mankind will enter one of three 
levels of heaven:  telestial, terrestrial, or 
celestial 
 
Biblical Christians believe heaven is the 
dwelling place of God, which will become 
home for all believers in Christ’s full 
atonement for personal sins.   
 

To be in heaven is to be in Christ’s presence 
(source:  So What’s the Difference, Fritz Ridenour, pages 
145-146) 
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