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INTRODUCTION 

 
Judaism is the oldest of the religious faiths 
that trace their roots back to Abraham (the 
others are Christianity and Islam) 
 
Judaism has around 12 to 14 million 
followers worldwide, of which an estimated 
6 million live in the United States (Handbook 
of World Religion, Len Woods) 
 

Brief History of Judaism 

 
The Old Testament claims Abraham was 
chosen by God around 2,000 BC to father a 
new nation through which God would bring 
salvation to the world 
 
Genesis 12: 1-3 (NASB) 
 
1 Now the LORD said to Abram, 
“Go forth from your country, 
And from your relatives 
And from your father’s house, 
To the land which I will show you; 
2 And I will make you a great nation, 



And I will bless you, 
And make your name great; 
And so you shall be a blessing; 
3 And I will bless those who bless you, 
And the one who curses you I will curse. 
And in you all the families of the earth will 
be blessed.” 
 
God chooses the most unlikely people to 
accomplish his purposes. So God chooses 
to use Abraham and Sarah.  
 
They give birth when they’re about 100 
years old.  
 
God gives them a son who is Issac.  
 
Years go by and Issac gives birth to a child 
named Jacob.  
 
Jacob literally wrestles with his faith through 
an angel sent by God. 
The remainder of Genesis details the history 
of Abraham’s family and ends with the 
children of Israel in Egypt 
 

God then changes Jacob’s name to Israel. 
Israel has 12 sons. His 12 sons were the 
kernels of 12 tribes that later  
developed into the Jewish nation. The 
name Jew derives from Yehuda (Judah) 
one of the 12 sons of Jacob. So, the names 
Israel, Israeli or Jewish refer to people of the 
same origin. 
 
Exodus and Leviticus (the second and third 
books of the Torah) document God’s 
deliverance of the Jews from slavery in 
Egypt 
 
It also records God’s charter for His chosen 
people, given to, and through Moses 
 
Numbers tells the story of how God 
sustained His people during their 40 years of 
“wilderness wanderings” before entering 
Canaan 
 
Deuteronomy, is Moses’ final address to the 
nation, a reteaching of God’s laws to the 
new generation that was poised to go into 
the Promised Land 
 



After conquering and setting Canaan 
(Joshua), the tribes of Israel experienced 7 
cycles (almost 400 years) of apostasy, 
judgment, and repentance (Judges) 
 
Then came the United Kingdom period (1 
Samuel – 1 Kings 11), a 120 span marked by 
the kingships of Saul, David, and Solomon 
 
After the death of Solomon in 930 BC, the 
nation split into a northern kingdom (10 
tribes that took the name Israel) and a 
southern kingdom (2 tribes that took the 
name of the larger tribe, Judah) 
 
According the Old Testament, the northern 
tribes became increasingly godless (1 Kings 
12 – 2 Kings 17) 
 
There are repeated warnings from the 
prophets Hosea and Amos to repent and 
resume their calling to be a light to the 
nations 
 
Ultimately, God appointed/allowed Assyria 
in 722 BC to conquer and scatter the 
northern kingdom 

 
In 605 BC, the southern kingdom, having 
ignored the prophetic warnings of number 
prophets including Habakkuk, Isaiah, Joel, 
Jeremiah, Micah, and Zechariah, was 
similarly judged, this time by the 
Babylonians, who took the inhabitants of 
Judah into captivity (2 Kings 25) 
 
During a 75 year period of exile, Ezekiel and 
Daniel prophesied about Israel’s future 
restoration 
 
In 536 BC, King Cyrus began allowing the 
Jews to return to their homeland 
 
The temple at Jerusalem was rebuilt over a 
period of 20 years thanks to the 
exhortations of Haggai, Zechariah, and 
Malachi 
 
This was known as Zerubbabel’s temple, 
which was dedicated in 516 BC 
 
After the Babylonian captivity, the Jewish 
people never again regained the 
prominence they enjoyed under King David 



 
Israel ceased to be an independent state 
and became a minor territory in a series of 
world empires 
 
Following the Persian period (450 – 330 BC), 
the Greeks, Egyptians, and Syrians took 
turns dominating the Jewish people (330 – 
166 BC) 
 
The Hasmoneans (166 – 163 BC) were 
followed by the Roman Empire 
 
During these centuries, the religious 
freedom of the Jewish people varied 
 
Some foreign governments were oppressive 
and greatly restricted the practice of 
Judaism 
 
By the time of Jesus, Herod had greatly 
enlarged and enhanced the temple at 
Jerusalem (a project began in 20 BC) 
 
Various religious parties (the Pharisees, 
Sadducees, the Essenes, and the Zealots) 

exercised spiritual influence over the 
people 
 
In AD 66, a Judean revolt prompted the 
Romans to devastate Jerusalem and 
ultimately destroy Herod’s temple 
 
This led to a scattering of many Jews and 
the rise of rabbinical Judaism, an attempt 
to reinterpret the faith for people living 
without benefit of a temple sacrificial 
system and priesthood 
 
Rabbis or trained teachers took the place 
of the scribes and priests of old 
 
The combination of the rise of Christianity 
with the fall of Rome resulted in a greater 
dispersion of the Jewish people throughout 
Europe and Russia 
 
They met with suspicion and persecution in 
every era 
 
The Crusades were followed by anti 
Semitism throughout Europe 
 



The Jews were blamed for the plagues of 
the middle ages 
 
They were targeted during the Spanish 
Inquisition 
 
They were expelled almost everywhere 
 
Then you have the Nazi Holocaust during 
the 1930’s and 1940’s in which around 6 
million Jews were brutally murdered 
 
In 1948, the state of Israel was established 
 
Jews from all over the world began 
returning to their homeland 
In 1967, the Six Day War ended, with the 
armies of Israel defeating Egypt, Jordan, 
and Syria, and reclaiming control of the 
Holy City of Jerusalem 
(Source:  Handbook of World Religions, Len 
Woods, pages 125-127) 
 

TERMS 

 
Tanakh:  The name of the Hebrew Bible 

 
Torah:  According to Jewish teaching, when 
the prophet Moses descended Mount Sinai 
before the people of Israel, God gave him 
not only the Ten Commandments but also 
the complete oral account of Jewish Law 
and early history. 
 
This information was compiled into a 
collection of five books called, the Torah (a 
Hebrew word meaning, “doctrine.”) 
 
The Torah comprises the following books: 
 
• Genesis 
• Exodus 
• Leviticus 
• Numbers 
• Deuteronomy 

 
NOTE:  The Torah is one of three parts of the 
Hebrew Bible, along with:  the Nevi’im (the 
words of the prophets) and Ketuvin (the 
writings of history, wisdom, and devotion) 
 



Tanakh, the acronym for these three books 
is the name of the Hebrew Bible.  The 
Tanakh consists of 24 books 
 
Talmud:  Second in importance to the 
Torah, the Talmud is the written record of 
early rabbinical legal commentary used to 
shape Jewish thought and practice. 
 
The Talmud consists of: 
 
• Mishnah (from a word meaning, 

“repetitions”} 
 
It was written in approximately AD 200 amid 
concerns by Jewish authorities that 
persecution against Jews could lead to the 
loss of these laws and traditions 
 
• Gemara  

 
It was compiled in AD 500.   
 
It consists of 300 years of additional 
rabbinical study and commentary on the 
Torah and the Mishnah by hundreds of 
leading rabbis over eight generations. 

 
Halacha:  The overall system of religious law 
applied to daily Jewish life 
 
An addition text called, the Haggadah, is 
important to the Jewish people 
 
It details the proper order and procedure of 
the Jewish Passover 
 
It was written in approximately AD 170 in 
obedience to the Biblical command fro 
God for each generation of Jewish 
believers to tell their children about the 
miraculous events of the Passover. 
 
Reform 
 
Conservative 
 
Orthodox 
 
Messianic 

WHAT IS JUDAISM? 

 
Judaism is the national religion of Israel 



 
It originates from a promise given to 
Abraham 
 
Abraham, according to Jewish teaching, 
received a promise from God (Yahweh) 
that he would bless the entire world through 
Abraham’s descendants if Abraham would 
worship him at the exclusion of other Gods. 
 
Because of this covenant, Judaism honors 
Abraham as its father.   
 
There are several branches of Judaism (60 
Questions Christians Ask About Jewish 
Beliefs and Practices,  Michael Brown) 
 

1) Reform 
2) Conservative 
3) Orthodox 
4) Messianic  

 
1.  REFORM 
 
Reform Judaism arose in Germany in the 
early 1800’s as Jews began to break away 

from traditional practices, believing that 
these were now antiquated and irrelevant. 
 
There was a feeling of needing to be more 
relevant 
 
Some of the changes included: 
 
• Synagogues being called temples 
• Prayer books using ordinary language 

and not just Hebrew 
• Sermons being preached in German 
• Musical accompaniment being added 

to public worship 
 
They also taught that Jewish people should 
live as permanent citizens in their countries 
rather as aliens longing for their ancestral 
land 
 
The Tanakh (what Christians call the Old 
Testament) is an inspired yet imperfect 
human product, of special importance in 
moral and ethical matters. 
 



The rabbis of past generations should be 
respected and honored and are to be 
closely followed.   
 
Today’s rabbis provide moral and 
inspirational leadership for their 
congregations but do not legislate 
behavior. 
 
The ethical and moral commands of the 
Torah and prophets should be followed, 
and a Jewish life cycle (circumcision, bar 
mitzvah, worship on the Sabbath, 
celebrating holy days) is encouraged but 
not required. 
 
Dietary laws and other laws are a matter of 
personal choice 
 
God is viewed as the Creator of the world 
 
Human beings are the product of evolution, 
with great potential, even to usher in a 
Messianic era 
 
2.  CONSERVATIVE  
 

Conservative Judaism believed Orthodox 
Judaism had become too rigid and 
inflexible, failing to adapt the ancient 
traditions to the modern world and failing to 
read critically the ancient, sacred texts. 
 
3.  ORTHODOX  
 
Orthodox Jews believe there is only one 
true Judaism…the Judaism they believe 
that was handed down in unbroken form 
through the generations from Moses until 
today (Brown, page 17) 
 
The Tanakh is God’s perfect, inspired, 
authoritative Word, with the Torah 
occupying the highest level of authority. 
 
God gave Moses a Written Law and an Oral 
Law 
 
The Oral Law has been passed on in a living 
way through each generation of rabbinic 
leaders, whose rulings and teachings are to 
be closely followed 
 



Every aspect of Jewish life is mapped out, 
including when to pray, what prayers to say 
every day and on every occasion, what 
texts to study, how to observe the Sabbath 
and holy days, what to eat, family relations, 
and laws of purity, etc… 
 
Orthodox Jews are expected to be fully 
observant and compliant with this 
 
The Lord is the Creator of the universe and 
the King of the Word, omnipotent, 
omniscient, and omnipresent 
 
Absolute faith in him is required 
 
He rewards and punishes and is active in 
the world today, responding to prayers and 
the petitions of his people 
 
They believe the human race is created by 
God, and every human being battles 
between the good and the evil 
 
There is a tremendous emphasis put on 
keeping the commandments and walking 
in purity 

4.  MESSIANIC JUDAISM 
 
Messianic Judaism is the term given to 
Jewish people who believe and have 
accepted Yeshua (the Hebrew name for 
Jesus) of Nazareth as the promised Messiah 
of the Hebrew Scriptures.  
 
These Jewish people do not stop being 
Jewish, but they continue to remain strong 
in their Jewish identity, lifestyle and culture, 
while following Yeshua as He is revealed in 
the Brit Chadashah, the New Covenant.  
 
Many Messianic Jews refer to themselves as 
“completed Jews,” since they believe that 
their faith in the God of Israel has been 
“completed” or fulfilled in Yeshua. 
(SOURCE:  www.gotquestions.org) 
 
5.  HASIDIC JUDAISM  
 
Hasidic Judaism developed during a period 
of intense misery for most Jews in Eastern 
Europe. 
 



By the middle of the eighteenth century, 
the Jewish populations of Poland and the 
Ukraine had endured a century of poverty 
and persecution. 
 
A guy by the name of Israel ben Eliezer, 
who later was known as Baal Shem Tov 
(meaning, “Master of the Good Name”) 
began the movement. 
 
The are Orthodox Jews.   
 
The Hasidic movement is unique in its focus 
on the joyful observance of God’s 
commandments (mitzvot), heartfelt prayer 
and boundless love for God and the world 
He created.  
 
Many ideas for Hasidism derived from 
Jewish mysticism (Kabbalah) 
 

THINGS IN COMMON WITH CHRISTIANITY 

 
1.  The Hebrew Tanakh and the Christian 
Old Testament contain the same Biblical 
content, although they are arranged 

differently (World Religions and What 
People Believe, by Bryan McAnally, page 
53) 
 
2.  We share a belief in the same God – a 
God of holiness, justice, purity, 
righteousness, and unity 
 
3.  The moral and ethical teachings of the 
Bible are part of the Jewish and Christian 
faith. 
 
4.  Abraham 
 
5.  The Law 
 
6.  Judaism, historically, acknowledges the 
existence of Jesus, but there is no official 
opinion on his historic significance 
(McAnally, page 55) 
 
7.  Judaism teaches the reality of heaven 
and hell 
 

DIFFERENCES 

 



1.  Judaism believes the Messiah is yet to 
come. 
 
2.  Judaism rejects Jesus as the true Messiah 
 
3.  Judaism believes the Christian doctrine 
of the virgin birth of Jesus is heresy 
 
4.  Judaism is a monotheistic religion, 
teaching that God is one, and no one is 
God but God.  For Jesus to be accepted as 
God is, in Jewish opinion, a violation of this 
basic belief about God’s nature. 
 
5.  Judaism teaches that heaven is 
awarded to lives lived in obedience to 
God’s law 
 
6.  Judaism teaches that hell is a place of 
purification that is temporary for most souls 
(McAnally, page 58) 
 
Heaven 
 
Judaism teaches that heaven is attained 
according to a life well lived in obedience 
to the laws of God. 

 
Christianity teaches that heaven is God’s 
gift to every person who by faith believes 
that Jesus is God’s messiah 
 
 
God 
 
Judaism believes in God’s absolute unity 
Christianity believes in God’s tri-unity (There 
is one essence of the Godhead in which 
reside three persons:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, coequally and coeternally God 
 
Messiah 
 
Judaism believes that the Messiah, who will 
be fully human, is yet to come…although 
there are Jewish traditions that indicate that 
there is a potential Messiah in each 
generation. 
 
This Messiah will gather the Jewish exiles, 
fight the wars of the Lord, rebuild the 
Temple in Jerusalem, and bring about 
universal peace and knowledge of God 
 



Christianity believes that the Messiah, who 
was both fully human and fully divine, came 
2,000 years ago to die for our sins, rising from 
the dead and sending God’s Spirit to the 
earth to continue His mission.   
 
He will return at the end of the age to 
establish His Kingdom on the earth, destroy 
God’s enemies and bring about universal 
peace and the knowledge of God 
 
Sin 
 
Judaism believes that every human being 
has a battle between the good inclination 
(the yetzer hatov) and the evil inclination 
(the yetzer hara’), but it does not believe in 
the doctrine of original sin, emphasizing that 
through the power of repentance, the evil 
inclination can be overcome. 
 
Christianity believes Adam’s fall affected 
the entire human race (this, too, is believed 
by Judaism, but not in as radical a way).  
The best of us all falls short of God’s glory 
and perfection and only through the blood 

of Jesus, the Messiah, can we be spiritually 
transformed. 
 
Salvation 
 
Judaism does not hold to the concept of 
individual salvation.  Judaism thinks more 
corporately than Christianity 
 
Christianity counters that man is saved 
through faith in the atoning death of Christ 
on the cross 
 
 
Atonement 
Although traditional Jews pray daily for the 
rebuilding of the Temple and restoration of 
animal sacrifices, Judaism does not believe 
that blood atonement is essential for 
personal atonement. 
 
Christianity teaches that atonement can 
only come through the substitutionary 
death of the Messiah and that true saving 
faith includes repentance. 
 
Acts 2:38 (NASB) 



38 Peter said to them, “ Repent, and each of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 26:20 (NASB) 

20 but kept declaring both to those of 
Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and 
then throughout all the region of Judea, 
and even to the Gentiles, that they should 
repent and turn to God, performing deeds 
appropriate to repentance. 

Afterlife 
 
The primary emphasis in Judaism is on the 
present world, the here and now…in 
keeping with the emphasis in the Tanakh.   
 
Christianity sees the world to come, 
specifically heaven and hell 
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