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1 Corinthians 3:11 (NASB) 
 
11 For no man can lay a foundation other 
than the one which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 

Terms 

 
- Muslim is the name given to a person that 
adheres to the religion of Islam 
 
Islam is the second largest religion in the 
world (Kingdom of the Cults, Walter Martin, 
page 435) 
 

 
 
[SOURCE:  Wikipedia] 
 
It is a religion that claims nearly 1 billion 
followers in countries throughout the world 



 
- Allah is the Arabic term for God  
 
- Muhammad was an Arab born in the city 
of Mecca (modern day Saudi Arabia) in 570 
AD (he died in 632 AD).   
 
He claimed that he was the prophet to 
restore true religion and the praise of Allah 
throughout the world 
- Jihad literally means, “struggle.”  
 
For the Muslim, this struggle can represent 
conflict with the devil’s temptation, and 
inner turmoil with self, or combat against 
any enemy opposing Islam.   
 
Within Islam, there are several categories of 
jihad.  
 
The word can be used to describe various 
types of struggles such as “jihad of the pen” 
(which would involve persuasion or 
instruction in the promotion of Islam), or 
“jihad of the heart” (a battle against one’s 
own sin).  

 
NOTE:  However, the most well-known form 
of jihad is that which involves physical 
violence or warfare in the cause of Islam.  
 
- Qur’an is the sacred Scripture of Islam 
 
Qur’an (Koran) is Arabic for recitation and 
refers to the collection of revelations 
supposedly given by Allah through his 
archangel (Gabriel) in AD 610 to 
Muhammad in a cave outside Mecca 
 
It has been preserved as the Islamic 
Scripture 
 
In addition to the Qur’an, Mohammed 
developed important teachings and 
sayings called, (literally, “path”). 
 
- The Sunnah were gathered into one body 
of work called, the , which 
supplements the Qur’an in the same way 
the Talmud supplements the Hebrew Bible 
in Judaism. 
 



- Another body of teachings is the , 
a combination of legal interpretations of 
the Qur’an and the Sunnah.  Shariah 
means, “law.”   
 
It lays down a strict and comprehensive 
guide of life and conduct for Muslims.  (it 
includes prohibitions against eating pork 
and drinking alcoholic beverages, as well 
as punishments for stealing, adultery, 
apostasy (denying Islam) and blasphemy 
(saying anything derogatory about Islam or 
Mohammed) 
 
SOURCE:  So What’s the Difference, Fritz 
Ridenour 
 
SLOW:  Fritz Ridenour says,  
 
“A distinction needs to be made between the friendly 
image Islam projects in the West as a religion of love, 
tolerance, and justice with the uncompromising nature of 
Islam as it has consistently been practiced in history and 
continues to be practiced today as a political religion in 
the East.  Religious leaders of Islamic countries by and 
large believe that if Islam is to be practiced correctly, all of 
society must submit to Islamic law (Shariah).  This means 
that everyone in Islamic societies, including non-Muslims, 
must either conform to Islamic laws, economics, politics, 

and customs or suffer consequences. (So What’s the 
Difference, page 83) 

 

Things in common with Christianity 

 
1.  It shares its origins with Christianity and 
Judaism 

 
- However, Islam emerged approximately 6 
centuries after the death of Jesus as a 
correction to those other two dominant 
religions. (World Religions and What People 
Believe, Bryan McNally) 
 
2.  The Bible has had an important influence 
on the teachings of Islam 
 
The Muslim community proudly traces their 
ancestry to Ismael, the first-born son of 
Abraham by Hagar 
 
Reference:  Genesis 16 (NASB) 
 
1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife had borne him 
no children, and she had an Egyptian maid 
whose name was Hagar. 2 So Sarai said to 



Abram, “Now behold, the Lord has 
prevented me from bearing children. 
Please go in to my maid; perhaps I will 
[a]obtain children through her.” And Abram 
listened to the voice of Sarai. 3 After Abram 
had [b]lived ten years in the land of Canaan, 
Abram’s wife Sarai took Hagar the Egyptian, 
her maid, and gave her to her husband 
Abram as his wife. 4 He went in to Hagar, 
and she conceived; and when she saw that 
she had conceived, her mistress was 
despised in her sight. 5 And Sarai said to 
Abram, “ May the wrong done me be upon 
you. I gave my maid into your arms, but 
when she saw that she had conceived, I 
was despised in her sight. May the Lord 
judge between you and me.” 6 But Abram 
said to Sarai, “Behold, your maid is in your 
power; do to her what is good in your sight.” 
So Sarai treated her harshly, and she fled 
from her presence. 7 Now the angel of the 
Lord found her by a spring of water in the 
wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur. 
8 He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have 
you come from and where are you going?” 
And she said, “I am fleeing from the 
presence of my mistress Sarai.” 9 Then the 

angel of the Lord said to her, “Return to 
your mistress, and submit yourself to her 
authority.” 10 Moreover, the angel of the 
Lord said to her, “ I will greatly multiply your 
descendants so that they will be too many 
to count.” 11 The angel of the Lord said to 
her further,“Behold, you are with child, And 
you will bear a son; And you shall call his 
name Ishmael, Because the Lord has given 
heed to your affliction. 12 “He will be a wild 
donkey of a man, His hand will be against 
everyone, And everyone’s hand will be 
against him; And he will live [n] to the east of 
all his brothers.” 13 Then she called the 
name of the Lord who spoke to her, “You 
are a God who sees”; for she said, “ Have I 
even remained alive here after seeing Him?” 
14 Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-
roi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered. 
15 So Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram 
called the name of his son, whom Hagar 
bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years 
old when Hagar bore Ishmael to him. 
 
Abraham is considered the father of 3 world 
religions 
 



• and honor 
Abraham and Sarah’s son, Isaac, as 
their heir to God’s promises 

 
• reveres Ishmael, the son of 

Abraham and Hagar, as the true heir 
to God’s promises 

 
3.  The primary doctrine of Islam is that we 
submit to God. 
 
The word, means, “submission.” 
A believer in Mohammed’s religion is a 
Muslim, meaning, “one who lives his life 
according to God’s will” 
 
4.  Muslims honor all the major religious 
figures of Judaism and Christianity, 
including Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon, 
Job, and Jesus  
 
However, they have a different 
interpretation on their lives and missions 
than Christianity.  (Handbook of World 
Religions, Len Wood, page 105) 
 

5.  Muslims believe Jesus was born of a 
virgin 
 
To the Muslim, Jesus is known by his Arabic 
name,  
 
He was born under miraculous 
circumstances and served as God’s 
prophet 
 
He performed miracles, showing that he 
was God’s messenger 
 
Muslims regard Isa as a revered messenger 
of God, but do not worship him as God in 
the “blasphemous” manner of Christianity. 
(World Religions and What People Believe, 
Bryan McAnally) 
 
Various Doctrines of Islam 
 
1. God:  there is only one true God, Allah 

 
There is only one true God and his name is 
Allah.  Allah is all-seeing, all-knowing, and 
all-powerful. 



 
 
 
 
 
2. Angels:  The chief angel is Gabriel, who is 
said to have appeared to Mohammed.  
There is a fallen angel named Shaitan (from 
Hebrew, “Satan”) as well as followers of 
Shaitan, the jinns (demons) 
 
3. Scripture:  Muslims believe in 4 God-
inspired books.  SOURCE:  Ridenour 
 
- The Torah of Moses (The Pentateuch) 
- The Zabur (Pslams of David) 
- The Injil (Gospel of Jesus) 
- The Qur’an 
 
Because Muslims believe that Jews and 
Christians corrupted their Scriptures, the 
Qur’an is to mankind.  It 
supersedes and overrules all previous 
writings.   
 

The Qur’an has chapters known as 
Surah’s 
 
Principles from the Koran 
 
Good works 
Being kind to people 
No certainty for future 
We cannot know for sure what is going to 
happen to us.   
 
4. Mohammed: 
The Qur’an lists 28 prophets of Allah. 
 
These include Adam, Noah, Abraham, 
Moses, David, Jonah, and Jesus. 
 
To the Muslim, the last and greatest prophet 
is . 
 
5. The end times:   
 
On the, “last day,” the dead will be 
resurrected.  Allah will be the judge, and 
each person will be sent to heaven or hell. 
 



- is a place of sensual pleasure. 
 
- is for those who oppose Allah and his 
prophet Mohammed. 

 
6. Predestination:   
 
God has determined what He pleases, and 
no one can change what He has decreed 
(also known as kismet, the doctrine of fate)  
 
NOTE:  From this doctrine comes the most 
common Islamic phrase, “If it is Allah’s will.” 
 

The 5 pillars of the faith of Islam 

 
 
1. To become a Muslim, a person must 

publicly repeat the Shahadah:  “There is 
no god but Allah and Mohammed is the 
prophet of Allah.” 

 
2. Muslims pray 5 times a day.   
 

It is called, Salah.  They must kneel and bow 
in the prescribed manner in the direction of 
the holy city, Mecca. 

a. At daybreak 
b. Noon 
c. Mid afternoon 
d. After sunset 
e. At early evening 

 
3. Muslim law today requires the believer to 

give one-fortieth of his profit (2.5 
percent).   

 
This is called Zakat.  This offering goes to 
widows, orphans, sick, and unfortunate 
people. 

 
4. The 9th month of the Islamic lunar year is 

called Ramadan and is the highest of 
Muslim holy seasons.   

 
Muslims are required to fast for the entire 
month.  This is called Sawm.  Food and 
drink, as well as smoking and sexual 
pleasures are forbidden, but only during 
daylight hours. 



 
5. The pilgrimage to Mecca.   
 
This is known as the Hajj and must be 
performed at least once in a Muslim’s 
lifetime.   
 

DIFFERENCES 

 
1.  For Muslims, God is one, period. 
 
The Qur’an attacks the Christian teaching 
on the (one God existing eternally as 
three person).   
 
Muslims are taught Christians are really tri-
theists who believe in God the father, Mary 
the Mother, and Jesus the Son. 
 
2.  Muslims teach that Allah is transcendent 
(all-powerful) and relatively impersonal) 
 
This is in contrast to the Bible and to Jesus’ 
own teaching, which says God is our 
personal heavenly Father. 

 
Ephesians 2:4-6 (NASB) 
 

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of 
His great love with which He loved us, 
5 even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with 
Christ ( by grace you have been saved), 
6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us 
with Him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, 

1 John 3:4-7 (NASB) 
 

4 Everyone who practices sin also practices 
lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 5 You 
know that He appeared in order to take 
away sins; and in Him there is no sin. 6 No 
one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins 
has seen Him or knows Him. 7  Little children, 
make sure no one deceives you; the one 
who practices righteousness is righteous, just 
as He is righteous; 

 



3.  The Qur’an denies that Jesus is the Son of 
God, although it describes the virgin birth in 
a passage similar to Luke 1:26-38  
 
The Qur’an calls Jesus a prophet, equal to 
Abraham, Jonah, and others but places 
him in lower rank far below Mohammed. 
 
Surah 3:45-47 

[3:45] The angels said, "O Mary, GOD gives 
you good news: a Word from Him whose 
name is 'The Messiah, Jesus the son of Mary.' 
He will be prominent in this life and in the 
Hereafter, and one of those closest to Me. 

[3:46] "He will speak to the people from the 
crib, as well as an adult; he will be one of 
the righteous." 

[3:47] She said, "My Lord,  

 
4.  The Qur’an teaches that Christ never 
really died on the cross. 
 
Reference:  Surah 4:157 
 

[4:157] And [for] their saying, "Indeed, we 
have killed the Messiah, Jesus, the son of 
Mary, the messenger of Allah ." And they 
did not kill him, nor did they crucify him; but 
[another] was made to resemble him to 
them. And indeed, those who differ over it 
are in doubt about it. They have no 
knowledge of it except the following of 
assumption. And they did not kill him, for 
certain. 
 
According to Islam, Allah took Jesus to 
heaven just before the crucifixion, because 
it was unthinkable that an approved 
prophet of God should face such a 
humiliating death. 
 
Muslims say Judas (or possibly Simon of 
Cyrene), made up so cleverly to resemble 
Jesus that even Mary and the disciples 
were fooled.   
 
Another theory is that Jesus was taken 
down from the cross in a coma and that he 
later revived and traveled to another area 
where He finally died.  (Source:  So What’s 
the Difference, Fritz Ridenour, page. 82) 



 
IMPORTANT:  The cross is the center of God’s 
redemptive plan.   
 
The crucifixion was prophesied in the Old 
Testament.  Jesus predicted His death many 
times 
 
5.  Surah 4:111 declares that each person 
must take care of their own sins 
 
[4:111] And whoever commits a sin only 
earns it against himself. And Allah is ever 
Knowing and Wise. 
 
 
 
6.  Muslims must earn their way to heaven 
by following the five pillars of faith.  If a 
person does not make it…it is their own 
fault.  
 
[Surah 10:109]  And follow what is revealed 
to you, [O Muhammad], and be patient 
until Allah will judge. And He is the best of 
judges. 

 
In contrast, the Bible teaches we all have 
sinned and gone our own way 
 
The only way mankind can find forgiveness 
is through faith in Jesus Christ  
 
Acts 4:12 (NASB) 
 

12 And there is salvation in no one else; for 
there is no other name under heaven that 
has been given among men by which we 
must be saved.” 

Romans 3:23-26 (NASB) 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift by 
His grace through the redemption which is 
in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God displayed 
publicly as a propitiation in His blood 
through faith. This was to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in the forbearance 
of God He passed over the sins previously 
committed; 26 for the demonstration, I say, 
of His righteousness at the present time, so 



that He would be just and the justifier of the 
one who has faith in Jesus. 

Ephesians 2:4-9 (NASB) 

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of 
His great love with which He loved us, 
5 even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with 
Christ ( by grace you have been saved), 
6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us 
with Him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He 
might show the surpassing riches of His 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
8 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God; 9  not as a result of works, so 
that no one may boast. 

Schools of Islam 

 
1. Sunnite School  
 
They accept the first four caliphs in direct 
succession from Mohammed and no others.  
(90 % of the Muslims in the Middle East and 

most parts of the Muslim world are Sunnis – 
(Source:  Kingdom of the Cults, Walter 
Martin, page 37) 
 
2. Shi’ite School 
 
The name Shi’ite refers to those early 
Muslims who chose to follow Ali, the son-in-
law of the prophet, as the prophet’s heir to 
the leadership of Islam.   
 
They are strong in Iran, Yemen, Afghanistan, 
and Pakistan 
 
Militant Shi’ite is the fastest growing 
segment of Islam, now numbering 120 
million. (SOURCE:  Phillip Krueger – 
Christianity versus Islam sermon – 
www.sermoncentral.com) 
 
They believe that every nation in the world 
should be  
• an Islamic state,  
• under Islamic law  
• and in subjection to Allah and the Quran.   
 
Iran, the #1 hater of America and Israel is 



militant Shiite.  
 
They are on a mission to make sure that 
Islam dominates either through conversion 
or by conquering the nations.  
 
NOTE:  Differences between Shi’a and Sunni 
Muslims originate from where each group 
believes its leadership draws its inspiration 
and authority. 
 

Which group is bigger? Around 85 percent of the world’s 
Muslims are Sunni while only about 15 percent are Shi’a. 
Iran is predominantly Shi’a while Saudi Arabia, and almost 
all other Arab countries, are Sunni. 

And al Qaeda is…? Members of are part of a 
strict, legalistic version of Sunni known as Wahhabism. 

So the 9/11 hijackers would be…? The hijackers were al 
Qaeda. Al Qaeda is Sunni.  

Can you be a Shi’ite and be in al Qaeda? Probably not. 
Wahhabis view Shi’ites as heretics. They also say that same 
about many other groups of Sunnis, though, so Shi’ite 
Muslims shouldn’t take it personal. 

What about ? Hezbollah is a Shi’a 
political/terrorist group. It’s easier to remember which 
group they belong to if you keep in mind that they are 
backed by Iran. 

So would be Shi’a too? Hamas is a Sunni 
political/terrorist group. 

How do you tell them apart? is in Lebannon 
(the country north of Israel) while is in Israel (since 
the state of Palestine doesn’t exist on the map). They do 
share a common bond, though, in their hatred of the U.S. 
and Israel. 

SOURCE:  http://ssbg.wordpress.com/2006/12/30/how-to-
distinguish-between-shia-and-sunni/ 

 
3. Ishmailite School (or Sevener Shi’ites)  
 
They hold that Ismail was the final Imam.   
 
4. Ahmdiyan School 
 
Founded in the 1800’s in India 
 
5. Sufi School (the mystical branch of Islam) 
 
Something to think about… 
 
In a country where the pure Islamic faith is 
in control Muslims dominate the legal 
system through what is known as Sharia law.  
 



Sharia (meaning “way” or “path to the 
water source”) is the legal framework for all 
that goes on in a Muslim society.  
 
It offers strict guidelines for politics, 
economics, family, banking, sexuality, 
hygiene, and social issues. 
 
It is a religious, political, and social 
force…This is what makes me nervous 
about it… 
 

CONCLUSION 

 
Regarding God: 
 
Muslims believe there is not God but Allah. 
 
Christians believe that God is revealed in 
Scripture as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
(three persons who are coeternally God) 
 
Regarding Jesus Christ: 
 

Muslims believe that Jesus was only a man, 
a prophet below Mohammed in 
importance, who did not die for man’s sins. 
 
Christians say Christ is the Son of God, the 
sinless Redeemer who died and rose again 
for sinful man. 
 
 
 
Regarding Sin: 
 
Muslims claim that humans are born with 
hearts that are clean slates.  If they commit 
sins, these can be overcome by acts of the 
will. 
 
Christians counter that we are born 
corrupted by sin, spiritually dead apart from 
God’s grace, and that no one does good 
apart from faith. 
 
Regarding Salvation: 
 



Muslims say that Allah does not love those 
who do wrong, and each person must earn 
his or her own salvation. 
 
Christians contend that a loving God sent 
His Son (Jesus) to die for our sins, according 
to the inspired Word of God.   
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