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TERMS 

 
 
Vatican Council 1 (1869-1870) 
 
The First Vatican Council resulted in two 
major dogmas: Dei Filius, which explained 
the relationship between reason and faith 
and Pastor Aeternus, which established the 
doctrine of papal infallibility 
 
Vatican Council 2  
 
The conference was held 1962-65 and from 
it came the New Catholic Canon of Laws.  
 
After Vatican II there was a strong 
ecumenical outreach to other churches 
 
Among the more progressive results of the 
Second Vatican Council were declaration 
like that "the Church" includes all "People of 
God," not simply the hierarchy of the 
Church and that there is a hierarchy of 
truths - thus, not all official Church teachings 



are equally binding on all Catholics or 
essentially to the integrity of Catholic Faith 
(source:  www.about.com) 
 
Sacraments 
 

• Baptism:  (which is done only once) 
• Confirmation: (done once) – Bestows the 

Holy Spirit in a special sense 
• Penance:  removes the penalty of sins 

committed after baptism and confirmation. 
• Holy Eucharist (Mass):  It involves a re-

presenting of the sacrifice of Jesus. NOTE:  
Refusing to attend Mass is considered a 
moral sin by Catholics. 

• Marriage 
• Anointing the sick 
• Holy orders (which are done only once) – 

They confer special grace and spiritual 
power upon bishops, priests, and deacons or 
leadership in the Church as representatives 
of Christ. 

 
Dr. Ludwig Ott (a Catholic theologian) in 
Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma (pages 
340-341) says, 
 
“The Sacraments are the means appointed 
by God for attainment of eternal salvation.  

Three of them (baptism, penance, holy 
orders) are in the ordinary way of salvation 
so necessary that without their use salvation 
cannot be attained.” 
 
Protestant Christianity 
 
The Protestant Reformation was the 16th-
century schism within Western Christianity 
initiated by Martin Luther, John Calvin and 
other early Protestants.  
 
It was sparked by the 1517 posting of 
Luther's Ninety-Five Theses. 
 
The theses debated and criticized the 
Church and the Pope, but concentrated 
upon the selling of indulgences (a kind of 
pardon for sin that can be partial or plenary 
– complete) and doctrinal policies about 
purgatory, particular judgment, Catholic 
devotion to Mary, "The Mother of God", the 
intercession of and devotion to the saints, 
most of the sacraments, the mandatory 
clerical celibacy, including monasticism, 
and the authority of the Pope. In the event, 
other religious reformers, such as Ulrich 



Zwingli, soon followed Martin Luther’s 
example. 
 
Council of Trent (1545 – 1563) 
 
The Council issued condemnations on what 
it defined as Protestant heresies and 
defined Church teachings in the areas of 
Scripture and Tradition, Original Sin, 
Justification, Sacraments, the Eucharist in 
Holy Mass and the veneration of saints.  
 
It issued numerous reform decrees. 
 
Roman Catholicism 
 
Roman Catholics allege that St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Vatican City was built above 
Peter’s tomb.  They believe Peter took up 
residence in Rome in A.D. 42 and remained 
there until his martyrdom in A.D. 67. 
 
Peter was reportedly the first Bishop, or 
pope, of Rome, ruling the universal church 
from that city. 
 

NOTE:  Whoever succeeds Peter as the 
bishop of Rome also serves as the next 
Pope  
 
Branches of Roman Catholicism 

 
1. Nominal or social Catholicism:  of the highly 

uncommitted. 
 

2. Syncretistic/eclectic Catholicism 
 

3. Traditional/Orthodox Catholicism 
 

4. “Moderate” Catholicism:  The Roman 
Catholicism of Vatican II. 

 
5. Modernist, Liberal Catholicism:  the post 

Vatican II “progressive” Roman Catholicism 
 

6. Ethnic or cultural Catholicism:   
 

7. Lapsed or apostate Catholicism:  The 
Roman Catholicism that involved the 
backslidden that are largely indifferent. 

 
8. Charismatic Catholicism:  The Roman 

Catholics, which seek the “baptism of the 
holy spirit. 

 
9. Evangelical Catholicism:  



 

THINGS IN COMMON WITH PROTESTANT 
CHRISTIANITY 

 

Both agree in two important facts: 1- That 
faith is absolutely necessary for salvation. 2- 
That we are absolutely commanded by 
God to do good works 

They follow the Bible and believe that Jesus 
is the son of God. 

Both teach that God is a Trinity and that 
humans have an immortal soul. 

They both teach that believers of the faith 
will go to Heaven while the nonbelievers will 
be sent to Hell. 

 

DIFFERENCES 

 
Regarding the Bible 
 
Protestant Christianity has traditionally 
maintained that God has spoken solely in 

the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 
27 books of the New Testament. 
 
Only these books are divinely authoritative.  
Together they are called the CANON. 
 
Sola Scriptura:  Protestant Christians believe 
that “scripture alone” is authoritative.   
 

teaches that in addition 
to the Protestant Bible, there are 5 other 
sources having divine authority: 
 

1. There are books written between the Old and New 
Testament, known to Catholics as the 
deuterocanonical books and to Protestants by the 
term Apocrypha. 

 
2. Catholicism also maintains that divine authority is to 

be found in the authorized Tradition of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

 
3. Divine authority (infallibility) is given to the Pope 

when he speaks officially on matters of faith and 
morals. 

 
4. When speaking or teaching in conjunction with the 

Pope and orthodox Catholic tradition, Roman 
Catholic bishops are also held to be infallible, and 
hence divinely authoritative. 

 



5. Official Roman Catholic interpretation of the Bible 
(Catholic teaching) is considered to have divine 
warrant and authority. 

 
(Source:  The Facts on Roman Catholicism, John 
Ankerberg, pages 11-12) 

 
Protestant Christians believe the Bible, alone 
is authoritative. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NASB) 

16All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; 

Regarding Eternity 

believe that those in 
purgatory cannot help themselves, but 
Catholics left back on earth can enable 
them to obtain heaven more quickly by 
praying for them, offering Mass for them 
and doing forms of good works, which 
includes gaining indulgences. (souce:  So, 
What’s the Difference, Fritz Ridenour) 
 
The Catechism of the Roman Catholic 
Church tells us that “all who die in God’s 

grace and friendship, but still imperfectly 
purified, are indeed assured of their eternal 
salvation; but after death they undergo 
purification, so as to achieve the holiness 
necessary to enter the joy of heaven.” 
(source:  Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(New York:  Doubleday), page 291 as 
quoted in The 10 Most Important Things You 
Can Say To A Catholic, page 101) 
 
Therefore, the purpose of purgatory is to 
cleanse one of imperfections, venial sins, 
and faults, and to remit or do away with the 
temporal punishment due to mortal sins that 
have been forgiven in the Sacrament of 
Penance. (source:  Pocket Catholic 
Dictionary) 
 
The Roman Catholic Church teaches that 
the church is the steward of a vast reservoir 
of merit, called the “Treasury of Merit.”  This 
treasury was allegedly filled up by the works 
and prayers of Jesus, His mother Mary, and 
the saints of all ages. 
 
The Roman Catholic Church, therefore, 
allegedly has the power to dispense from 



this reservoir “indulgences,” which are said 
to cancel the debt of temporal punishment. 
 
Protestant Christianity believes if a person 
dies without Christ they will spend eternity in 
hell (separated from God for eternity).  
There are no second chances.

Protestant Christianity believes Jesus 
completed the work of redemption at the 
cross. 
 
John 19:30 (NASB) 

30Therefore when Jesus had received the 
sour wine, He said, “ It is finished!” And He 
bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 

Therefore, no purgatory is needed for those 
that trust in Christ. 
 
1 John 1:7 (NASB) 
 

7but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in 
the Light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus His Son 
cleanses us from all sin. 

Mary 
 

gives special honor and 
many people believe worship status 
 
Pope John Paul II (1978-2005) in his book, 
Crossing the Threshold of Hope said, 
 
“This phrase, Totus Tuus, is not only an expression of piety, 
or simply an expression of devotion.  It is more.  During the 
Second World War, while I was employed as a factory 
worker, I came to be attracted to Marian devotion.  At 
first, it had seemed to be that I should distance myself a bit 
from the Marian devotion of my childhood, in order to 
focus more on Christ.  Thanks to Saint Louis of Montfort, I 
came to understand that true devotion to the Mother of 
God is actually Christocentric, indeed, it is very profoundly 
rooted in the Mystery of the Blessed Trinity, and the 
mysteries of the Incarnation and Redemption.” (Source:  
Crossing the Threshold of Hope, Pope John Paul II as 
quoted in The Facts on Roman Catholicism, by John 
Ankerberg, page 76) 

 
Rosary: an expression of devotion to Mary 
which uses beads to count 53 repetitious 
prayers to Mary, six to God the Father and 
six to the Trinity. 
 
Protestant Christianity calls the virgin Mary 
favored and blessed among women. 



 
 
Papal Authority 
 

teaches Peter was the 
first Pope, and that through apostolic 
succession other popes have succeeded 
him, each serving as “vicar of Christ.” 
They believe that the Pope is infallible when 
he speaks “ex cathedra,” (literally “from the 
chair” or with authority) on matters of faith 
and morals 
 
Papal infallibility was officially defined on 
July 18, 1870, during Vatican I. (The Facts on 
Roman Catholicism, John Ankerberg, page 
72) 
 
Protestant Christianity says that no human is 
infallible, and only Christ is head of the 
Church 
 
Ephesians 1:22 (NASB) 

22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and 
gave Him as head over all things to the church, 

Colossians 1:13-20 (NASB) 

13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and 
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15He is 
the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities— all things have been 
created through Him and for Him. 17He is before all things, 
and in Him all things hold together. 18 He is also head of the 
body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first 
place in everything. 19 For it was the Father’s good 
pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 20 and through 
Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace 
through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven. 

Therefore, Protestant Christianity insists the 
apostles had equal authority and there was 
no “pope,” a word not found in the New 
Testament 
 
Regarding Salvation 
 

contents salvation is a 
provisional, lifelong process that cannot be 
secured apart from a person’s own good 
works and individual merit. 
 
Protestant Christianity believes that the Bible 
teaches that salvation is something that 



comes freely and its entirety to any 
individual who places genuine trust in Jesus 
Christ for forgiveness of sins. 
 
Ephesians 1:7 (NASB) 

7In Him we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of His grace 

John 3:16 (NASB) 

16“For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life. 

 
Regarding Baptism 
 

teaches that baptism 
releases a person from original sin, actual 
guilt, and all punishment due to sin.  The 
Catholic Church, also teaches that baptism 
confers: 
 
• justification 
• spiritual rebirth or regeneration 

• sanctification 
(source:  The Facts on Roman Catholicism, 
John Ankerberg) 
 
Protestant Christianity teaches that Baptist is 
something that is to be done after a person 
accepts Christ as a symbol of what Christ 
has done in their lives. 
 
Regarding Communion 
 

believes that during 
Mass, the bread and wine miraculously turn 
into the actual body and blood of Christ 
 
This happens at the prayer of consecration 
of the priest. 
 
Even though the bread and wine still look 
and feel and taste like bread and wine, 
they allegedly change into Jesus in His full 
deity and humanity. (Source:  The 10 Most 
Important Things You Can Say To A 
Catholic, Ron Rhodes, page 77) 
 
The theological term used to describe this is 
“transubstantiation” – from the Latin term 



“transubstantiato,” meaning “change of 
substance.” 
 
Protestant Christianity believes John 6:51-55 
does not support transubstantiation. 
 
John 6:51-55 (NASB) 

51I am the living bread that came down out 
of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he 
will live forever; and the bread also which I 
will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” 
52Then the Jews began to argue with one 
another, saying, “How can this man give us 
His flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, 
you have no life in yourselves. 54 He who 
eats My flesh and drinks My blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last 
day. 55 For My flesh is true food, and My 
blood is true drink. 

 
Regarding Tradition 
 

accepts sacred 
Tradition as having divine authority. 
 
Vatican II emphasized that Catholic 
Scripture and Tradition “form one sacred 
deposit of the word of God.”  Therefore, 
Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture are 
to be accepted with the same sense of 
reverence. 
 
Protestant Christianity would say there is 
nothing wrong with tradition.  When 
tradition reflects the truths of Scripture there 
is no conflict.  But, when it denies and 
opposes God’s Word in the Bible, there is 
then a serious problem. 
 
Regarding Confession 
 

believe in venial and 
mortal sins 
 
For , Venial sins are lesser 
sins that can be pardoned 
 



The word venial comes from the Latin term 
venia, which means “pardon” or “easily 
forgiven” 
 
Venial sins weaken a person’s spiritual 
vitality, making them vulnerable to falling 
into deeper sin (Note:  venial sins cannot 
keep someone out of heaven) 
 
Mortal sins are deadly or mortal in the sense 
that they virtually deplete the soul of God’s 
sanctifying grace.   
 
For this type of sin the only way to escape 
damnation in hell and find redemption is in 
the sacrament of penance 
 
By confession to a priest, and doing acts of 
penance as instructed by the priest, a 
person is absolved of their sins 
 
In the sacrament of penance, the priest 
and confessing parishioners go through a 
set ritual in which each verbalizes responses 
and prayers 
 

Following this, the parishioner is assigned 
some act of penance and is instructed to 
say an “Act of Contrition” – a penitential 
prayer that indicates personal sorrow for the 
sins committed 
 
The priest then, typically, extends his right 
hand toward the parishioner and absolves 
them of their sins.  To “absolve” means to 
“release from the consequence of guilt.” 
 
The parishioner then engages in “acts of 
penance” assigned by the priest  
 
A typical one involves praying ten “Our 
Fathers” and ten “Hail Marys.” 
(source:  The 10 Most Important Things You 
Can Say To A Catholic, by Ron Rhodes, 
page 90) 
 
Protestant Christians believe the Bible 
makes no such distinction between mortal 
and venial sins. 
 
It is true…some sins are worse than others – 
but Scripture never says that only certain 
kinds of sin lead to spiritual death 



 
Romans 3:23 (NASB) 

23for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, 

Protestant Christians believe confession of 
sin is made to God, not a human 
 
When we sin, the Holy Spirit convicts us and 
we experience a genuine sense of 
conviction 
 
2 Corinthians 7: 8 – 11 (NASB) 

8For though I caused you sorrow by my 
letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret 
it—for I see that that letter caused you 
sorrow, though only for a while— 9I now 
rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, 
but that you were made sorrowful to the 
point of repentance; for you were made 
sorrowful according to the will of God, so 
that you might not suffer loss in anything 
through us. 10For the sorrow that is 
according to the will of God produces a 
repentance without regret, leading to 
salvation, but the sorrow of the world 

produces death. 11For behold what 
earnestness this very thing, this godly sorrow, 
has produced in you: what vindication of 
yourselves, what indignation, what fear, 
what longing, what zeal, what avenging of 
wrong! In everything you demonstrated 
yourselves to be innocent in the matter. 

1 John 1:9 (NASB) 

9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

The Greek word for “confess” literally 
means, “to say the same thing.” 

When we confess our sin to God, that 
means we are saying the same thing about 
our sin that God says about it 
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