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vv.1-6  
Calculating Perceived Gain 

 



True Circumcision 

• Is of the heart (Rom 2:25-29; Col 2:11) 

• Is consistent with the OT (Lev 26:41; 
Deut 10:16; 30:6; Jer 4:4; Ezek 44:7). 

• Originated with Abraham not Moses 
(John 7.22) and Abraham received God’s 
approval not because of circumcision, 
but faith (Rom.4.10-11). 

• Paul equates circumcision with moving 
from from spiritual death to spiritual life 
(Col 2:11, 13).  



People of the True Circumcision 
 

1) They worship by the Spirit of God 

2) They glory in Christ Jesus 

3) They put no confidence in the flesh 



Paul’s credentials 

Circumcised on the 8th day 

People of Israel 

Tribe of Benjamin 

Hebrews of Hebrews 

Pharisee 

Zeal 

Righteous based on the Law 

 



vv.7-9  
Re-calculating Perceived Loss & Gain 



Jesus was a disappointment to 
many, but not to His Father.  

Sometimes obeying Jesus means 
we will disappoint people. 

Disappointment is a facet of loss. 
 



God’s Economy 

No one can take from you 

what you’ve given up.  

No one can give you 

what you already possess. 



• Religion: When I am criticized, I am furious or 
devastated because it is critical that I think of 
myself as a “good person.” Threats to self-image 
must be destroyed at all costs. 

 
• Gospel: When I am criticized, I struggle, but it is 

not essential for me to think of myself as a “good 
person.” My identity is not built on my record or 
my performance but on God’s love for me in 
Christ. 

     Timothy Keller 



• Religion: My identity and self-worth are based 
mainly on how hard I work, or how moral I am – 
and so I must look down on those I perceive as 
lazy or immoral. 

 
• Gospel: My identity and self-worth are centered 

on the one who died for me. I am saved by sheer 
grace and I can’t look down on those who believe 
or practice something different from me. Only by 
grace am I what I am.  

     Timothy Keller 
 



vv.10-11  
Living in True Gain 



We are not meant to reject our 
physical legacy (temporal), but 
realign our values so your spiritual 
legacy (eternal) defines us first. 
 



This involves:  

• Refusing religious accomplishments in 
order to deepen our lives in the Spirit.  

• Recognizing service may be a substitute 
for obedience.  

• Acknowledging good deeds may be 
disguising disobedience. 

 



What have you been calculating recently? 

What is not adding up? 

What does you balance sheet look like? 

What have you lost and what have 
you gained? 

 



Increase gain by: 
 
• Embracing our identity in Christ Jesus  
                    (power of the resurrection) 
 
• Repositioning relationships by putting Jesus in 

the center.      (fellowship of his sufferings) 
 
• Repenting for serving instead of obeying 
           (becoming like him in his death) 




