


Power Point now available on the Saturday prior 
to Sunday’s message at www.gvbc.net 

Click on “Sermons” then “Powerpoint”. 



Outline 

• Tension of safety or risk vs.19-21 

• Tension of here or there vs.22-26 

• Tension of advance or retreat vs.27-30 

 



Tension of safety or risk  
vv.19-21 

 





Paul’s authority, which is real, derives not from 
his capacity to control his environment, but his 

spiritual capacity to receive and give away  

good news. 



Tension of here or there 
 vv.22-26 

 



 In the face of death, I realized that it was not love 
that kept me clinging to life, but unresolved anger. 
“What I learned about dying is that I am called to 
die for others. The way in which I die affects many 
people. If I die with much anger and bitterness, I 
will leave my family and friends behind in 
confusion, guilt and weakness. If I could die with 
hope and in peace, I would in the last hour of my 
death reveal more true spiritual freedom than ever 
before. The choice was between a death that gives 
life and a death that kills.”  

   Henri Nouwen, Beyond the Mirror 

 



“Dying is the most important act of living.” 

Henri Nouwen, Beyond the Mirror 

 



Tension of advance or retreat  
vv.27-30 



Tired of Trying to Measure Up 
Getting Free from the Demands, Expectations, 

and Intimidation of Well-Meaning People   
Jeff Van Vonderen 

 



Do you wonder: 
 

Why do I feel so guilty? 

Why is it so hard to rest, even when I know I 
need to? 

Why does my religious activity leave me 
unfulfilled? 

Where's the "abundant life" God promised? 



“I was afraid I might disappoint you, so I found a 
good hiding place and secured your money. 
Here it is, safe and sound down to the last 
cent.’  “The master was furious. ‘That’s a terrible 
way to live! It’s criminal to live cautiously like 
that! If you knew I was after the best, why did 
you do less than the least?”  

  Matthew 25.25-26  The Message 

 



To choose to suffer means that there is 
something wrong; to choose God's will even if it 

means suffering is a very different thing. No 
healthy saint ever chooses suffering; he chooses 

God's will, as Jesus did, whether it  

means suffering or not.   

Oswald Chambers. 

 













The Crime of Living Cautiously 



 
"The kind of life Jesus lived would appear to be 
foolishness to any uninformed onlooker (he had no 
money, no home, no car, no organizational support). His 
close friends proved unreliable (with the exception of a 
few women), and his death was a scandal, a scandal that 
turned the world around forever. The cliff edge of our 
anxiety about the future may indicate that God is calling 
us to a new and different level of faith. When we walk, 
praying for guidance, to the edge of all the light we have 
and breathlessly take that first step into the foggy 
mystery of the unknown, we must believe that one of two 
things will happen: either God will provide us with 
something rock-solid to land on and stand on, or He will 
teach us how to fly.“   
  Luci Shaw, The Crime of Living Cautiously 
 




