
“Yes, we really do have a drug problem.”  

By: Scott A. Haselman, Fulton County Prosecuting Attorney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These sugar cubes, laced with LSD, were sold in the vicinity of a Fulton County school. 

 

In my role as County Prosecutor I am frequently approached by people who say “We don’t really 

have a drug problem here in Fulton County, right?”. Even though our local newspapers report on drug 

cases that originate in each of our Fulton County communities, people often seemed surprised when I 

tell them that “Yes we really do have a drug problem”. Heroin, methamphetamine, cocaine, prescription 

opiates, LSD, marijuana – these are just some of the drugs that our local law enforcement agencies find 

on the streets of Fulton County. 

 

Since 2/3 of all felony crime that occurs in Fulton County is related, in some way, to substance 

abuse, we at the County Prosecutor’s Office are probably more aware of the issue than most. However, 

it is important that everyone be aware of the issues that illegal drugs present since it will take a 

community wide effort to address these problems. 

You may be asking yourself “What can I do?”. One thing that everyone can do is to talk with 

their kids, grandkids and the other young people in their lives about the dangers of illegal drugs. 

National statistics state that if a parent or respected adult repeatedly speaks with a child about the risks 

that are associated with drugs, that child is 50% less likely to ever use drugs in the first place. In the 2014 

Fulton County Health Assessment, which involved an anonymous survey sampling of 6th through 12th 

graders from each of our Fulton County Schools, 48% of our kids reported that their parents had not 

spoken to them about the dangers of drugs in at least one year, with 29% of the kids reporting that their 

parents had NEVER spoken to them about the topic.        

While these may not be the easiest or most comfortable conversations to have, they are critical. 

I always tell people that it’s easiest to start these conversations when their kids are young. “How 

young?” you may ask. At the same time that you start teaching your child that he shouldn’t touch a hot 



stove, you should also start teaching him that he shouldn’t take any type of medicine unless a parent or 

doctor gives it to him.  

As for conversations with older kids or adolescents, I always tell people that if they’re 

uncomfortable talking to their kids about the dangers of drugs and alcohol, they should consider first 

raising the topic while they and their child are driving in the car. It provides a private space where 

nobody can just stand up and walk away if the conversation gets to be a little uncomfortable, but it also 

allows you to have the conversation while you are driving the car – which prevents you and your child 

from having to look directly at one another while you talk. What is important, regardless of your comfort 

level or of the location of the conversation, is that you take the time to talk to your kids.  

It is also important to remember that talking with your kids about the dangers of drugs is not a 

onetime event. As your kids grow up they, their friends and the social pressures that they face will 

change. Just because you spoke with your child about drugs while they were in elementary school 

doesn’t mean that you are home free. You need to address the issue repeatedly as your kids pass 

through the various stages of childhood/adolescence, because a kid who would have never considered 

using drugs while in elementary school faces a whole new landscape when they reach Junior High and 

then High School. You need to talk about this issue repeatedly, and to do your best to make your kids 

aware of the physical and emotional dangers presented by drugs. Help them understand how drug 

usage can make it harder for them to fulfil their hopes and dreams, and impress upon them the fact that 

you would disapprove of them using drugs. Because, while you may think that your teenager isn’t 

listening to you, they are, and the first time that they’re presented with a choice on whether or not they 

should try drugs you want the first and loudest voice that pops into their head to be yours.    
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