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If you were not aware, Ohioans will have an opportunity on the November 2015 ballot to determine if 
legalization of both medical and recreational marijuana is the right choice for our youth, our 
communities, and our state.  Healthy Choices Caring Communities has been working to provide 
education and awareness about the health and safety concerns surrounding marijuana and youth since 
its beginning in 2007.    
 
As many states across the union choose to legalize both medical and recreational marijuana, we believe 
our youth and many adults as well, are receiving “mixed messages” about the safety and health issues of 
marijuana.  We want you to know that: 
 
Youth: 

 Marijuana use is damaging to the developing brain; persistent, heavy use by adolescents 
reduces IQ by as much as eight points. 

 Students who smoke marijuana tend to get lower grades and are more likely to drop out of 
school. 

  1 in 6 adolescents who smoke marijuana will develop an addiction. 

 Legalization of marijuana will open the market for “edibles” – marijuana infused products such 
as candy, ice cream, and pop.  Many of these items would be appealing to children and difficult 
to distinguish from non-infused products. 

 
Workplace: 

 Marijuana continues to be the most commonly detected illicit drug of workforce urine drug 
tests. 

 Studies have also suggested specific links between marijuana use and increased risk for injury 
and accidents 

 
Public Safety: 

 Marijuana is the most prevalent illegal drug detected in impaired drivers, fatally injured drivers, 
and motor vehicle crash victims. 

 
 
For more information and for cited references, please follow this link.  
https://www.drugfreeactionalliance.org/marijuana 
 
Healthy Choices Caring Communities is committed to educating our communities about the substances 
facing our youth.  If you are interested in an educational presentation, please contact us at 419 337 
0915 or email us at HC3Partnership@gmail.com 
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