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Introduction:	
  	
  

God’s	
  Call	
  on	
  Your	
  Life	
  
Key passage: “After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to
Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' assistant, 'Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore
arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to
them, to the people of Israel'.” (Joshua 1:2, ESV)

A.	
  SCRIPTURE	
  READING	
  (JOSHUA	
  1:1-‐9)	
  	
  
B.	
  MAIN	
  POINT	
  	
  
There are moments in all our lives where courage and strength is required

There are moments in each of our lives when courage and strength is required. In part, they come to us
as we make important decisions such as where to live, what career to chose, which church to attend, or
who to marry. Such decisions require a level of faith. But God also gives specific opportunities during
the course of our lives that are an invitation for us to step out of our comfort zone in response to his call.
This requires an act of Faith. Acting on this call is essential if we are to fulfil our destiny and see God’s
promises come to pass in our lives. Failure to try means we will fall short. This not only affects our lives
but many of the lives that would have otherwise been blessed though you as part of God's plan.
This is a hugely important series to help prepare us to take strong courageous steps of Faith in our own
life. We need this challenge because in today's society the level of timidity and conservatism is high.
Life doesn’t require a lot of risk and our culture and workplace always tell us to take the safe option…
do a risk assessment, mitigate risk, err on the side of caution etc. This is not the Biblical response!
We are the ones that God calls to make the courageous moves, but we must step out. In Joshua 1:1-2 we
see the idea initiates with God "into the land I am giving them". Then the call changes so that Joshua is
given the responsibility to cause it to happen (see v.6 "for you shall cause this people to inherit the land
that I swore to their fathers to give them"). God initiates, but we are the vehicle he uses to cause it to
happen. That is what makes it both challenging and exciting for us.
The Israelites wandered the wilderness for 40 years. It could be argued that they were still broadly
faithful to God. They set up the temple for worship, they offered sacrifices, they kept the commandments
and served God. They lived without entering into God’s promised land, because when they had the
chance to step out in courage, they chose to listen to the 10 spies who said that the land was to risky to
take.

It’s possible to not do anything wrong, and miss out what God has for you by not
doing what is right.
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C.	
  DISCUSSION	
  QUESTIONS	
  
1. What kinds of things fall into the category of A Courageous Move? Talk about some times when
you’ve had to respond to a call to action by God.

2. What do you think were the secrets to Joshua's success? Why was Joshua able to take such
courageous action?

3. What courageous action is God calling you to do?

D.	
  APPLICATION	
  
Take time to find out what courageous move lies ahead of you. It’s possible to go through life not doing
anything wrong, but missing out on doing what God has for you. It’s worth asking the question during
the coming weeks:

What is God calling me to do?

E.	
  POTENTIAL	
  PRAYER	
  POINTS	
  
Maybe there is a time where you have felt the call of God but did not step out as you were not sure it
was him or responded in fear? Take the time to be quiet before God. Bring to the Cross the situations or
circumstances that come to mind. You may need to forgive yourself too, as regrets have a power of
weighing us down just as sins do. God is the God of second chances and more. Ask him to renew the
sense of call and purpose for your life. Lay your own life down so that he can raise you up (Jam 4:10).

E.	
  LOOKING	
  FORWARD	
  
In Session 1 we will look at the story of Rahab (described in Joshua Chapter 2). It is an unusual story of a
woman in the enemy's camp who was of low standing, but because of her response, is viewed by two
New Testament writers as a woman who demonstrated great faith and courage in the Lord.

New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:
It's by God's choice that he calls but our choice how we respond. The greatest
barrier that stops us from stepping out and obeying God is fear. However, "God
doesn't give us a spirit of fear but of power and love and a sound mind." (2 Tim
1:7). Be reassured, if it's within your possibility it doesn't require faith. We are only
asked to do what is possible and God does the impossible. By doing so His love and
goodness is revealed.
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Session	
  1:	
  A	
  Different	
  Perspective	
  
Take	
  A	
  Step	
  of	
  Faith	
  

Key passage: “Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to
you, just as I promised to Moses.” (Joshua 1:3, ESV)

A.	
  SCRIPTURE	
  READING	
  (JOSHUA	
  2)	
  	
  
B.	
  MAIN	
  POINT	
  	
  
When God calls we get the opportunity to step into FAITH

What is remarkable in the story of Rahab is that someone of lowly and even despised standing in society
showed such great faith. We know that her stance was highly honoured by God as Rahab is specifically
mentioned twice in the New Testament, once alongside a string of other great heroes of faith (Hebrews
11) to encourage those who are struggling. "It was by faith that Rahab the prostitute was not destroyed
with the people in her city who refused to obey God. For she had given a friendly welcome to the spies."
(v. 31). In James, she is used as an example alongside Abraham as someone who practically
demonstrated her faith by the act of hiding the spies "Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was
shown to be right with God by her actions when she hid those messengers and sent them safely away by
a different road." (Jam 2:25). This seemingly insignificant story in Joshua Chapter 2 is put in context by
letters in the New Testament to give us a different perspective of faith.
So why is her case so remarkable? In Joshua chapter 2, even though the Israelites were yet to cross the
Jordan river, the people living in Jericho were in great fear having heard what had happened to the
Egyptians and Kings East of the Jordan (Josh 2:9, 11, 24). They knew that the God of the Israelites was far
more powerful than any other God they knew (2:9-11). What made Rahab respond differently to the rest
of her people? How did she overcome her fear and put her trust in God? It was her faith gave her a
different perspective.
What differentiates those who are strong (Hebrew is hazaq) and courageous from being weak and
ineffectual is FAITH. So let us be hazaq (strong - remain resolute, have conviction and courage, inner
strength) as was Joshua and Rahab. Let us "lay aside every weight and sin (e.g. fear and unbelief) that
clings so closely and run the race set before us" (Heb 12:1) so that we can live victorious lives as God's
people and enter fully into his promises. Ultimately, it's by God's choice who he calls but our choice if
we respond.

C.	
  DISCUSSION	
  QUESTIONS	
  
1. What must have it been like for Rahab?

2. Hebrews 11:6 states that it is impossible to please God without faith. Why do you think God wants
us to live by faith?
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3. Think of an action that requires Faith. What would it mean to follow through that action with Faith?
What obstacles would you have to overcome?

D.	
  APPLICATION	
  AND	
  PRAYER	
  
Perhaps this is a good time to lay down our own agendas and seek the Lord. Let us prepare our hearts so
he can speak into our lives. We are all in different seasons, but God longs to communicate with his
people so take the time to draw near to him. Make a decision now how you will set aside time to do
that. Perhaps someone in the group that you can share your journey with and what you feel God may be
saying to you so that others can pray for clarity, boldness, wisdom and courage.
If anyone in the group going through a difficult time, take time to pray and encourage them to continue
to trust in God through it (it is through faith and patience that we inherit God's promises; Heb 6:12).
Trusting God not only gives you blessings in the end, but while you are waiting. Encourage one another
to hold on and to know they will come out stronger because of it if they do not give up.

E.	
  LOOKING	
  FORWARD	
  
In the next session we will look at the importance of staying in the will of God through relentless pursuit
of His covering and direction.

New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:
"Adversity unveils what's within our heart. We see the measure of our faith in times
of crisis. Our trust in God is tested when we are faced with impossibility."
Bruce Hills, Fearproof
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Session	
  2:	
  Natural	
  vs	
  Supernatural	
  

Relentlessly	
  Pursue	
  God’s	
  Cover	
  and	
  Direction	
  
Key passage: "Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or
forsake you." Joshua 1:5b (ESV)

A.	
  SCRIPTURE	
  READING	
  (JOSHUA	
  CHAPTERS	
  3-‐8,	
  MAINLY	
  CH	
  7)	
  
B.	
  MAIN	
  POINT	
  
We must relentlessly pursue God’s cover and direction.

God is the one who initiates action but we are tasked with making the courageous moves. At the start of
the book, Joshua is told to go "into the land I am giving them" (v 2), but as the discourse "for you are the
one who will lead these people to possess all the land" (v 6). The land was given by God but Joshua had
to possess it.
To accomplish the task, Joshua followed good process knowing that the promise of divine help did not
preclude human responsibility. He secretly sent out spies, formed and executed the battle plan. This was
not lack of faith, but Joshua understood that God’s supernatural power as he was leading the people.
After supernaturally defeating Jericho, the Israelites wrongly assumed that God was with them when they
rose up to attack the lesser city of Ai. They still sent out spies and devised a battle plan, but they only
used their natural mind (7:3-4). Had they inquired of the Lord perhaps things would have been different
and their defeat at Ai could have been avoided (7:1).
So what went wrong? Achan was part of the army who defeated Jericho. They had been specifically
instructed that all the plunder be dedicated to the Lord and not for people's personal gain (Josh 6:18-19).
By taking and hiding valuables from this battle, Achan wrongly assumed that plundering for his own
advantage wouldn’t make any difference. Achan had failed to understand the supernatural perspective of
this conquest and his selfish and disobedient act affected the whole group.
God is not just the endorser of our wishes and wants. So, how do we gauge if we are following a course
of action that is just natural (an idea of man) or supernatural (given by God)? This can only be done by
an honest, continual pursuit of God’s cover and direction and being diligent to deal with our sin.

The point of Achan’s story is:
If you want to enjoy the benefits of God’s presence you have to deal with open and
public sin in yourself and in the people of God. Yahweh makes it pretty plain - I will
be with you no more unless you destroy the evil things (7:12)
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C.	
  DISCUSSION	
  QUESTIONS	
  
1. There is a tension between natural vs supernatural. What is the role for natural?

2. How can you tell if God is in the thing you feel led to do?

3. OPTIONAL: Why do you think God was so angry with the Israelites at Achan's sin? Is this justified?

D.	
  APPLICATION	
  AND	
  PRAYER	
  
Is there something that we are wrestling to give God full control over? Is it a relationship, a job, a sin, a
fear, a financial challenge? Let us renew our commitment to pursue God's will for this situation,
surrendering it to him and asking for his cover and direction. Take time with God to pray about these
issues.

E.	
  LOOKING	
  FORWARD	
  
Next session we will look at seeing God's grace in the fulfilment of his promises to us. The true goal is
not about the fulfilment of the promise per se but who God is forming us to be through the process.

New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:
A key indicator that we are following the Lord is whether we are open to a change of
plan if things don’t go as expected. Freely talk to God about it and hold the outcome
loosely.
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Session	
  3:	
  God's	
  Grace	
  in	
  Promise	
  

Remember,	
  It's	
  Supposed	
  to	
  Make	
  us	
  More	
  Like	
  Christ	
  
Key passage: "Be strong and courageous for you shall cause these people to inherit
the land that I swore to their fathers to give them." (Joshua 1:6, ESV)

A.	
  SCRIPTURE	
  READING	
  (JOSHUA	
  9:3-‐15,	
  THE	
  GIBEONITE	
  
DECEPTION)	
  
B.	
  MAIN	
  POINT	
  
Who is God making you to be?
Once the people of Israel started on their journey to take the Promised Land, they let the promise take
front and centre stage. They spent their time working on how to take cities, how to make allies and they
forgot important things – like seeking God and reflecting Him.
It's really important to see the book of Joshua as one where God takes his special people on a journey
with him. Not solely to give them a land or arrive at a particular destination but to see that they needed
him at every turn, that they would get to know his ways, experience his holiness, grace and goodness.
God's desire is that as his people they would know him more fully, and that glory would be reflected to
the nations – for he alone is God.
In this story (Josh 9) Israel was faced with a situation where the enemy attacked while they were in a
place of blessing. Even Joshua, their leader didn’t recognise it and he didn't seek counsel from the Lord.
As he moved closer to fulfilment of God's promise the enemy became cleverer and complacency set in.
The Israelites thought they could work it out by themselves doing it in their own strength. Joshua was
committed to getting on with the business of getting the prize – the land.
We must always remember that the point of promises is the same as that of the Book of Joshua – a new
identity. Who is God making you to be? He gives us promises so that we can be more like Him.

C.	
  DISCUSSION	
  QUESTIONS	
  
1. How is God’s grace present in the story of Joshua? And why do you think the Promised Land was
given to Israel?

2. Reflect on courageous moves in your life. What types of things derail us from the focus on God?

3. Ask yourself what is the purpose of the blessing that God is giving? How is this making me more like
Christ? Pick an example in your life and work it through
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E.	
  APPLICATION	
  AND	
  PRAYER	
  
For this coming fortnight, take time to look through at the grace that God has given you in your life.
Genuinely seek God for the kind of response He would like you to have. You may want to make a list of
all the ways that God’s blessings have caused you to reflect Him more.

E.	
  LOOKING	
  FORWARD	
  
Next, in the final session, we look at how do we live in the promises of God. For the Israelites, getting
into the Promised Land turned out to be easier than Living successfully in the Promised Land.

New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:
"Grace is lovingly giving me what I need instead of what I deserve. It is God lavishly
giving me all that I long for but not necessarily giving me all that I think I want."
Matt Heard
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Session	
  4:	
  	
  Inherit	
  the	
  Land	
  

How	
  Will	
  You	
  Live	
  in	
  the	
  Land	
  God	
  is	
  Giving	
  You?	
  
Key passage: "Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according
to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the
right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go."
Joshua 1:7 (ESV)

A.	
  SCRIPTURE	
  READING	
  (JOSHUA	
  24:1-‐15)	
  
B.	
  MAIN	
  POINT	
  
How will you live in the land God is giving you?

Have you ever had the experience of asking something from God getting it and then forgetting God
afterwards? It is the classic tale of the Israelites journey. At the conclusion of Joshua, the whole nation is
challenged whom they will follow, the Gods of their slavery or the present land or the Lord himself (Josh
24:14-25). However, one generation later the people had forgotten God and did "whatever seemed right
in their own eyes" (Judges 17:6; 21:25).
Can this happen to us, or our children? Of course! To help avoid such situation we need to purposefully
think through what life will be like before God has given us the promise. For example, when migrating
to a new country and you have obtained a job think about what your life is going to look like? Where
are your priorities? If you get this new job, how will you be able to serve God more or grow closer to
him – or will it quickly absorb your time and energy so there is no place for him? Think on these things
before you embark on your Courageous Move.
Think carefully as the next phase of living in the land requires even more courage to continue to walk in
it well. Just as the Lord commanded Joshua "Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe
to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right
hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go." (1:7)
Christ Jesus commands us "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and
abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may
be full." (John 15:9-11).
To live life and life to the full, the biggest battle is not about how to conquer and obtain the promise, but
to live in the land itself.

C.	
  DISCUSSION	
  QUESTIONS	
  
1. Have you ever bargained with God in order to get something you desperately wanted? Should
Christians make vows with God?

2. How does the action of living in God’s promises affect your decision at the start?
11
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3. Go back to the beginning of the series and talk about how you or your family would make a bold,
courageous decision. Take a close look at the FOUR steps and apply them to a scenario that is close to
your heart. (If you can’t think of a scenario, you can always use Project Home Run)

D.	
  APPLICATION	
  AND	
  PRAYER	
  
Take time to uphold the church in it’s big decision ahead (25th October 2015) as well as the decisions
that lie in front of your home group members.
In closing the whole series, use the blessing on Solomon (1 Kings 8:56-61) and pray this blessing over
one another.
“Blessed be the LORD who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that he promised. Not
one word has failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses his servant. The LORD our God
be with us, as he was with our fathers. May he not leave us or forsake us, that he may incline our hearts
to him, to walk in all his ways and to keep his commandments, his statutes, and his rules, which he
commanded our fathers. Let these words of mine, with which I have pleaded before the LORD, be near
to the LORD our God day and night, and may he maintain the cause of his servant and the cause of his
people, as each day requires, that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is God; there is
no other. Let your heart therefore be wholly true to the LORD our God, walking in his statutes and
keeping his commandments, as at this day.” (1 Kings 8:56-61 ESV)

New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:
"Canaan represents the Christian life as it ought to be: conflict and victory, faith and
obedience, spiritual riches and rest. It’s a life of faith, trusting Jesus Christ, our
Joshua, the Captain of our salvation (Heb. 2:10), to lead us from victory to victory."
(1 John 5:4–5). Warren Wiersbe, Be Strong
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APPENDIX	
  I:	
  	
  
A	
  Brutal	
  God	
  
Today's generation is unlike any other. Most of human history was lived in a status of war. However, for
the most part we live in rest and security. This means that when reading stories in the Old Testament we
can have issues with a violent God. The OT was written for all generations. We need to understand that
we have morphed and God has not changed. The lesson we desperately need to learn is that God deals
brutally with sin because sin itself is highly destructive.
This page is a summary of some of the key points regarding the difficult topic of God, Violence and the
Old Testament. For more information you can look at:
-

The Extra Content Video called “God, Violence and the Old Testament”
Leadership podcast (Session 2), located at http://www.fgam.org.au/media.php?pageID=47
A good book called, The Problem of War in the Old Testament by Mr. Peter C. Craigie

Some points for clarification:
1. God is the same in the New and Old Testaments. The grace of God is revealed through Jesus Christ,
but we know that the second time he comes it will be to judge the earth (2 Cor 5:10; Heb 9:28)
2. If you trust in a God of nature, it is equally as powerful but far more cruel. Nature kills ruthlessly
and without grace or discretion. The rule is survival of fittest, it was this thinking that justified Hitler
when he condoned conducting experiments on people with disabilities. Instead we have a God of grace
who recognises the destruction that is the inevitable price of sin, and provides a way of redemption
through Christ.
3. Joshua was written in the audience back then until now. Ancient readers of the book of Joshua (it’s
original audience) would not have been shocked by the violence portrayed in the book. It was their way
of life, and how different ethnic groups conquered each other. Many pagan civilisations were much
more brutal. In their culture Yahweh would have been established as a God to pay attention to because
of the way He led Israel to victory.
4. NT and outworking. The same God sees the consequences for sin. The wrath of God is on sin. It is
impossible to have justice without retribution for sin. The Lord will not share my life if there are rival
gods in my heart. He will not permit me to compromise with the enemy. When you grasp this truth, you
also better understand His admonition in 2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1. God is jealous over His people and
will not permit them to divide their love and service between Him and the false gods of the world (Ex.
20:5; 34:14). We cannot serve two masters.
Remember:
-

The Book of Joshua is narrative and historical. It tells it as it is. It’s not meant to be
prescriptive on how we conquer lands, rather, it shows what God requires of his people and
how God keeps his promises.
The Western World has now changed largely due to the influence of Christ and the
sweeping cultural changes that took place as Christianity grew.

If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to email Ps. Chris Ong at chris.ong@fgam.org.au
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APPENDIX	
  II:	
  

Maps	
  of	
  the	
  Conquests	
  of	
  Joshua	
  
Entry into the Promised Land occurred from Shittim (lower left) and then extended to the North and
South. Dividing the land at this point gave the Israelites a strategic advantage. The Central Campaign is
described in Joshua 2:1-10:27.

The regions finally conquered by 12 Tribes of Israel
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