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OVERVIEW:	
  
Summary	
  of	
  A	
  Courageous	
  Move	
  
Series passage: After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to
Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' assistant, “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore
arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to
them, to the people of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I
have given to you, just as I promised to Moses. From the wilderness and this
Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the
Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. No man shall be
able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will
be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous, for you
shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them.
Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law
that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to
the left, that you may have good success wherever you go. This Book of the Law
shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that
you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make
your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. Have I not commanded
you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go." (Joshua 1:1-9, ESV)

INTRODUCTION	
  TO	
  "A	
  COURAGEOUS	
  MOVE"	
  SERIES	
  
There are moments in all of our lives when courage and strength are required. Partly these come to you
to at times where we are reaching out to God’s promises and/or through making life decisions such as
where to move to, when and how to marry, what university course to do, even the direction we take to
serve God. If we want to be successful in life, not just as a career or establishing a healthy family, we
will need to make courageous moves. In today's society the level of timidity and conservatism is high.
Life in Australia doesn’t require a lot of risk and our society always tells us to take the safe option,
minimise and mitigate risk. But to have a truly successful, and fulfil the God-given potential in each of
us, there will be times when we need to step up and out. And as we do, our faith can be tested. This
series aims to prepare you to successfully navigate your own journey as you take strong courageous
steps towards God's promises.

HOW DO YOU TAKE STRONG COURAGEOUS ACTION
TOWARDS GOD’S PROMISES?
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ABOUT	
  THE	
  BOOK	
  OF	
  JOSHUA	
  
The Book of Joshua is a narrative (story) of the history of Israel as they moved from the wilderness into
the land God promised to Abraham 460 years previously. The Pentateuch (first five books of the Bible)
provides the background both historically and theologically. We do not interpret Joshua as prescriptive
as to how we should act as a community of faith, but we do need to take the lessons of how we
journeying with God.
Our series passage is the commissioning of Joshua where God calls him and charges him with the
responsibility of taking the nation into the Promised Land. Three times in these nine versus God
commands him to be strong (versus 6, 7, 9) and this command is echoed by the people (1:18) supporting
him. Perhaps Joshua was intimidated by the task ahead or Moses' shoes which he was to now fill. But he
knew that God was all-powerful, faithful to his promise, and that God was with him. It was his faith in
God that enabled him to do the possible, then it was God who stepped in to do the impossible.
As with all historical books, it’s important to realise that it is set in a time that is very different from ours
today. The backdrop of of war and conquest is reflective of that era, and while times have changed, it’s
amazing that issues faith, fear and simply obeying a God who gives good promises are still relevant
today.

BUILDING	
  GOD’S	
  HOUSE	
  
This series comes at a time where FGA as a household of FAITH is deciding what bold and courageous
moves we should take in building the sanctuary for our place of worship at Lexton Road. One of the
themes we see from the Book of Joshua is that it wasn’t Joshua taking bold and courageous moves alone.
They did it as a nation, and as a people of God. Even the two and a half tribes who requested to live on
the East side of the Jordan (outside of the Promised Land) participated in conquering the land of Canaan
for the whole nation. Likewise, it is us as a people of God in 2015 that together that will be taking a bold
and courageous move for God's glory in Melbourne and beyond.
In a culture that promotes and rewards individual success it is easy to overlook the corporateness of our
faith and the value that each of us can be to one another, thus strengthening the whole body. There is a
power when we move together in the same direction, which the enemy cannot easily overcome. So let
us use this series, not just to challenge our personal walk with God, but to unite our hearts into taking
the bold and courageous moves that God is calling us to as a Household of FAITH.
Related words: Faith • Promise • Obedience • Courage • Victory • Identity • Living in God's promises
F.A.I.T.H. emphasis: F - Faithful to the Mission, A - Active and Personally Involved

2015 Anchor Verse
"Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfector of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and
is seated at the right hand of the throne of God." Hebrews 12:1-2 (ESV)
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MAIN	
  POINTS	
  
This series sets out FOUR major steps for anyone looking to take strong courageous action towards
God’s promises. While it does not cover every single element of making tough decisions, a lot of prayer,
consultation and preparation has gone into distilling down to these final FOUR steps. Please take time in
your home group to ensure that your members are across each of these elements (each relate to a
session):
1.
2.
3.
4.

Take a step of FAITH
Relentlessly pursue God's cover and direction
Remember it's supposed to make us more like Christ
Think about what you will do when you get there

SERIES	
  OVERVIEW	
  	
  
This series has been divided into five sessions, but is comprised of 6 videos. Each session looks at a key
element in stepping out and sustaining courageous moves for God as we live out his purpose for our
lives. The "A Courageous Move" Series runs during August through to mid-October.

Video Title

Main Point

Leaders Video

Help your Home Group process big,
courageous decisions and actions in their
life.

Introduction

God’s call on your life

Session 1: A Different Perspective

When God calls we have a chance to step
into FAITH.

Session 2: Natural vs Supernatural

Relentless pursuit of God's cover and
direction.

Session 3: God's Grace in Promise

Remember it's supposed to make us more
like Christ

Session 4: Action: Inherit the Land

How will you live in the land that God has
given you?

Extra Content: God, Violence and the Old
Testament

We have the same God, brutally against sin
and unmatchable in love.
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RESOURCES	
  AVAILABLE	
  
The accompanying videos are on A Courageous Move available from the church office. Also, video
streaming and is available at http://www.fgam.org.au/#/leaders/home-group-videos. Member handouts
are available at http://www.fgam.org.au/#/leaders/home-group-notes.
If you are unable to access the files or DVD, or need assistance with printing notes, please let us know.
Simply contact Megan (megan.griffith@fgam.org.au, 0422 284 404) or Ps. YC (yc.goh@fgam.org.au 0425
799 576).
A recommended book is "Be Strong" by Warren Wiersbe, Publisher David C. Cook, 2010. This is
available on Google books, Kindle, Amazon and print in Christian bookshops locally.
The A COURAGEOUS MOVE Home Group series will be augmented by:
-

-

The "A Courageous Move" preaching series at FGA Sunday Services for 7 weeks, from 16 –
30 August and from 27 September to 18 October 2015. Sermons will be available online
http://fgam.org.au/#/media
Opportunities to exercise our faith and hear from God every week in prayer, at the 9am
Sunday prayer at Kingswood and the Wednesday corporate prayer at Lexton from 7:309pm.
Leadership podcasts where the sessions are taught and discussed at Staff Devotions are
available at http://www.fgam.org.au/media.php?pageID=47.

To understand more about Project Home Run, which will see us move into a permanent place of
worship, visit our Leadership Podcast page: http://www.fgam.org.au/media.php?pageID=47.
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Introduction:	
  	
  

God’s	
  Call	
  on	
  Your	
  Life	
  
Key passage: “After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to
Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' assistant, 'Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore
arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to
them, to the people of Israel'.” (Joshua 1:2, ESV)

INTRODUCTION	
  AND	
  PURPOSE	
  OF	
  THE	
  SESSION	
  
This Home Group series is dedicated to answering the question "How do we take strong courageous
action towards God's promises?" Using the narrative of the Book of Joshua, we will learn how God's
people can take strong courageous action in response to his call and see his promise and purpose
fulfilled in our lives and the life of our church.
It is our faith that overcomes fear, as we keep in God front and centre in our minds we become
reassured of the glorious future ahead. As we move in obedience to God we walking into his Promised
Land for our lives and the life of our church. This is a land of rest, freedom, blessing and great
opportunity. However, it can take great courage and strength of spirit to enter in and to intimately know
his continual presence throughout the journey. This is why we must trust in the fact that God is
committed to seeing his promises come to pass, with the express purpose and to make his name known
through the people whom he has chosen. The Lord is good, powerful, trustworthy and faithful.
Joshua starts with the Israelites on the brink of their second chance. God had bought them to himself (Ex
19:4), tested and trained them how to trust him and gain victory in his strength – not their own – through
battles they faced along the way (Deut 29:2-9). It was now time to step into the fullness of what God had
promised, despite ominous opposition of fortified cities, giants and iron chariots. God promised them
victory, but it still required great courage, conviction, perseverance and an ongoing commitment to
following God's word and direction.

This session asks, “What is God calling us to do”?
It sets the scene for God’s intervening work in our life. It’s worthwhile taking a
whole session to talk about what we do as individuals and families with God’s call in
our lives.

Before you start the discussion you may also wish to play the Extra Content Video (7 mins) where the
nature of God, Violence and the Old Testament is discussed. This will help the group to see the book of
Joshua in a light that brings relevance to our lives today.
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Standard Home Group

Casual Home Group

Worship (DVD)/Prayer

Welcome

Welcome

Play Introduction Video (2-3 min)

Play Introduction Video (2-3 min)

Read Scripture

Play Extra Content Video (7 mins)

Summarise Main Point

Read Scripture

Discuss one question

Summarise Main Point

Food/Fellowship

Open for discussion
Application and Prayer

A.	
  SESSION	
  VIDEO	
  (INTRODUCTION,	
  2:17	
  MINUTES)	
  
This short Introduction to "A Courageous Move" video highlights the goal of the series shows how there
are moments in all of our lives where courage and strength are required. This is an invitation to
participate in a series that will help you answer the question "How do I take strong courageous action
towards God's promises?"
1. How do we step into something new God has called us to?
2. This series looks at the Book of Joshua and the journey of Israel as they step into God's promises
3. Links to FGAM's anchor verse Heb 12:1-12: keys include laying aside fear, lack of faith and sin

B.	
  SCRIPTURE	
  READING	
  (JOSHUA	
  1:1-‐9)	
  	
  
Background	
  to	
  the	
  passage:	
  	
  
The opening nine verses of the book of Joshua is our series passage. It gives an outline of the call and
commissioning that God gave to Joshua. His response to that call not only set his course for the rest of
his life but it enabled a nearly 500 year-old promise of God to be fulfilled, inevitably affecting the course
of human history.
The Lord opens his discourse to Joshua with "Moses my servant is dead". Moses was one of the greatest
leaders Israel had ever known. Under his guidance they had been miraculously released from Egyptian
slavery, encountered God at Mount Sinai, kept healthy and fed on manna. Moses had been the high
priest, judge and leader for 40 years. Now, he is dead and Joshua is the one to lead the entire population
(estimated at 1.5-2.5 million people) across the Jordan. It is no wonder Joshua would have felt
intimidated.
These nine versus are not only commands but also contain the keys for Joshua's success: To stick closely
to God's commands, have great faith and trust that God was all-powerful and would never forsake him.
Note, the Hebrew Joshua is a derivative of Jesus, which means "Yahweh Saves". This story is a parallel to
the Lord Jesus Christ bringing us to the Promised Land, a land where we find victory in our Christian life
and enjoy God's goodness and blessing – in a land where we can find rest (Heb 4:8-11).
Point to Note: Joshua is an historical book. We are not to take this book as prescriptive (i.e. to go and kill
people and take their land). Rather we look at it to see how to overcome the challenges of following the
Lord and be faithful to God’s call as we journey with Christ and our flourish in our identity as children of
God.
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C.	
  MAIN	
  POINT	
  	
  
There are moments in all our lives where courage and strength is required

There are moments in each of our lives when courage and strength is required. In part, they come to us
as we make important decisions such as where to live, what career to chose, which church to attend, or
who to marry. Such decisions require a level of faith. But God also gives specific opportunities during
the course of our lives that are an invitation for us to step out of our comfort zone in response to his call.
This requires an act of Faith. Acting on this call is essential if we are to fulfil our destiny and see God’s
promises come to pass in our lives. Failure to try means we will fall short. This not only affects our lives
but many of the lives that would have otherwise been blessed though you as part of God's plan.
This is a hugely important series to help prepare us to take strong courageous steps of Faith in our own
life. We need this challenge because in today's society the level of timidity and conservatism is high.
Life doesn’t require a lot of risk and our culture and workplace always tell us to take the safe option…
do a risk assessment, mitigate risk, err on the side of caution etc. This is not the Biblical response!
We are the ones that God calls to make the courageous moves, but we must step out. In Joshua 1:1-2 we
see the idea initiates with God "into the land I am giving them". Then the call changes so that Joshua is
given the responsibility to cause it to happen (see v.6 "for you shall cause this people to inherit the land
that I swore to their fathers to give them"). God initiates, but we are the vehicle he uses to cause it to
happen. That is what makes it both challenging and exciting for us.
The Israelites wandered the wilderness for 40 years. It could be argued that they were still broadly
faithful to God. They set up the temple for worship, they offered sacrifices, they kept the commandments
and served God. They lived without entering into God’s promised land, because when they had the
chance to step out in courage, they chose to listen to the 10 spies who said that the land was to risky to
take.

It’s possible to not do anything wrong, and miss out what God has for you by not
doing what is right.

D.	
  Discussion	
  Questions	
  
1. What kinds of things fall into the category of A Courageous Move? Talk about some times when
you’ve had to respond to a call to action by God.
Answer Guide: Families (and individuals) need to build up stories and experiences of times that they
have trusted God. Encourage your home group with a starting discussion on the kinds of things they’ve
done as they’ve built up their faith in God.
This is a pretty open ended question, and can lead to all kinds of discussion, so please feel free to keep it
free flowing. Don’t feel the need to come up with answers to questions that arise (explain that the whole
series will look at the whole issue). It’s more important to engage your home group with relational
stories.
Share testimonies of what it is like to hear God and the emotions or journey you went through to be able
to step out in faith. Encourage people not just to talk about the moment they accepted Christ, but try and
get more recent stories. If we are walking with Christ, God will be challenging us with in new levels of
Faith. If looking at past events they could be relate to deciding to migrate to Australia, doing something
that they felt strongly convicted was right, or even something like moving house, changing career or
marrying your spouse.
9
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It might even be helpful to imagine what Joshua may have been going through when God called him.
2. What do you think were the secrets to Joshua's success? Why was Joshua able to take such
courageous action?
Answer Guide: Get your home group to discuss the kind of ingredients needed to follow through on
God’s call. The whole series will unpack this, but for now, it’s important for you as a home group leader
to gauge where your home group sits. How they answer this question will give you a clue as to how they
handle God’s call (…it might also give you a clue as to why they often DON’T follow God’s call).
You might want to summarise by explaining that Joshua believed three things about his God that kept his
faith up.
1) God was all-powerful. Joshua had experienced a lot in his 80 years. Joshua grew up in Egypt and saw
how God dealt with the Egyptians through the 10 plagues, delivering the Israelites at the parting of the
Red Sea. He would have seen how God provided food and water for the people, and been present at
Sinai when God came down on the mountain (Ex 19; Heb 12:18-28). Furthermore, Joshua was an
assistant to Moses in the Tabernacle of the Lord (Ex 24:13; Ex 33:11). Joshua knew that God was who he
claimed to be – the God of the heavens and the earth before which no man could stand. [Joshua was
one of 12 people who were sent out the spy the land during the first attempt and only he and Caleb
came back believing that God would give them victory over the giants living in the land (Num 13:28;
14:6-9).]
2) God would always keep his promises. Joshua knew that God had promised their forefather Abraham
the land which they were called to (Gen 12:1-7, 13:15, 17:18, Ps 105:9-12). This would have been a
talking point all through the journey (e.g. Ex 23:23-25, 33:1, 12, 34:10-11; Num 13:1; 31:51-53; Deut
1:21). God reminded him of this promise during this call "You will lead these people to inherit the land I
swore to their forefathers to give them" (Josh 1:6). He was in no doubt it was God's plan.
3) God was with him. Joshua had seen in his lifetime God rescuing them from the Egyptians, he knew
God was with him. Moses had said during Joshua's Commissioning (31:1-7) "he will never fail you nor
abandon you" (Deut 31:6b). This was reaffirmed by God in Josh 1:5, 9b "as I was with Moses I will be
with you." Likewise God promises that he will be with us (Matt 20:28b), and again in Rom 8:31 we are
reassured by the promise "If God is for us who will be against us."
3. What courageous action is God calling you to do?
Answer Guide: This is a potentially tricky question. I think it’s particularly important to have this
question at the start of the series. If we don’t know what God is calling us to do, then the whole series
will just be an academic exercise … just something to talk about during Home Group, but our lives
don’t really change.
Look at the Israelites who wandered safely around in circles without going into the Promised Land.
Perhaps compare it to the marriage where neither party is cheating or doing anything wrong, but is
slowly dying because they aren’t willing to take courageous steps to invest in the relationship.
EVERYONE has something that God is working on or calling them to.
Sometimes, a Christian can get so comfortable, or used to the same track, that they honestly have
nothing that God calls them to. Their God never challenges them to give sacrificially, to serve
generously or to step out in risk or FAITH. If that’s the case, you may want to follow up with asking what
God’s plan is for their life (e.g. What is their Promised Land?)
There will be some who are grappling with big decisions ahead (work, family, ministry related things).
Get them to talk about it, so that the whole group can support them in prayer through the decision.
The answer to this question, will serve as a BASE for this whole series. When go through Sessions 1 to 4,
they can filter the lessons through the lens of this question.
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At the very least (if there’s nothing concrete to land on), you can ask the question: “What is God calling
FGA to do?” We are part of the body of the local church. A big question lies ahead of FGA, and in one
sense, this series helps us as a congregation process that call.
It’ll be good preparation for when we have to take strong, courageous action in our own lives.

New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:
It's by God's choice that he calls but our choice how we respond. The greatest
barrier that stops us from stepping out and obeying God is fear. However, "God
doesn't give us a spirit of fear but of power and love and a sound mind." (2 Tim
1:7). Be reassured, if it's within your possibility it doesn't require faith. We are only
asked to do what is possible and God does the impossible. By doing so His love and
goodness is revealed.

E.	
  Application	
  
Take time to find out what courageous move lies ahead of you. It’s possible to go through life not doing
anything wrong, but missing out on doing what God has for you. It’s worth asking the question during
the coming weeks:

What is God calling me to do?

F.	
  Potential	
  Prayer	
  Points	
  
Maybe there is a time where you have felt the call of God but did not step out as you were not sure it
was him or responded in fear? Take the time to be quiet before God. Bring to the Cross the situations or
circumstances that come to mind. You may need to forgive yourself too, as regrets have a power of
weighing us down just as sins do. God is the God of second chances and more. Ask him to renew the
sense of call and purpose for your life. Lay your own life down so that he can raise you up (Jam 4:10).

G.	
  Looking	
  Forward	
  
In Session 1 we will look at the story of Rahab (described in Joshua Chapter 2). It is an unusual story of a
woman in the enemy's camp who was of low standing, but because of her response, is viewed by two
New Testament writers as a woman who demonstrated great faith and courage in the Lord.
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Session	
  1:	
  A	
  Different	
  Perspective	
  
Take	
  A	
  Step	
  of	
  Faith	
  

Key passage: “Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to
you, just as I promised to Moses.” (Joshua 1:3, ESV)

INTRODUCTION	
  AND	
  PURPOSE	
  OF	
  THE	
  SESSION	
  
This series sets out FOUR major steps for anyone looking to take strong courageous action towards
God’s promises. Please take time in your home group to ensure that your members are across each of
these elements (each relate to a Session):
1.
2.
3.
4.

Take a step of FAITH
Relentlessly pursue God's cover and direction
Remember it's supposed to make us more like Christ
Think about what you will do when you get there

Who qualifies for the call of God? Is it only those in leadership or people who are highly gifted, talented
or had decades of training such as Joshua? No it isn't! In fact, the Scripture says "For consider your
calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful,
not many were of noble birth." (1 Cor 1:26).
In this session we look faith from a different perspective. Rahab was not from God’s chosen people. She
was a citizen of Jericho, a city decreed to judgement and destruction, but she responded to the faintest
of opportunities in faith despite the overwhelming odds. In Chapter 2 we read how Rahab, a prostitute,
believed that God had given them the land (2:9-11), welcomed the Hebrew spies (her enemy),
committed treason by lying to the King of Jericho, hid the spies on her property, devised an escape plan
for them and made a deal that ultimately spared the lives of herself and her extended family. She was
staring death in the face whichever way she looked so she threw all her trust in God. God honoured her
plan and she and her family were the only people in Jericho who survived (Josh 6:24-26).

The aim of this session is to challenge us to recognise the importance of faith in
responding to God’s call. We will also be able to discuss some of the common
stumbling blocks that prevent us from moving forward: fear, sin and a lack of trust in
God.

Standard Home Group

Casual Home Group

Worship (DVD)/Prayer

Welcome

Welcome

Play Introduction Video (6-7 min)

Play Introduction Video (6-7 min)

Read Scripture

Read Scripture

Summarise Main Point

Summarise Main Point

Discuss one question

Open for discussion

Food/Fellowship

Application and Prayer
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A.	
  SESSION	
  VIDEO	
  (SESSION	
  ONE,	
  6:22	
  MINUTES)	
  
The first session video sets the scene facing Joshua as Moses dies and he is the one God calls upon to
move into the Promised Land:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Background to the story and book of Joshua
Rahab is a hero of FAITH: trusting God through overwhelming odds
The first thing in making a big decision is to take a step of faith
Personal testimony of faith from Ps. Chris Ong
The three core beliefs of Joshua that helped him succeed

B.	
  SCRIPTURE	
  READING	
  (JOSHUA	
  2)	
  	
  
Background	
  to	
  the	
  passage:	
  	
  
After the call of Joshua to take up leadership of the nation and affirmation by the people in Chapter 1,
Joshua did strategic planning and sent out spies into the land before they crossed the Jordan. This
chapter is dedicated the encounter the two spies had with Rahab a citizen of Jericho (Jos 2:1a).
Rahab's act of FAITH was considered to be great in God's eyes. So much so that she is mentioned twice
in the New Testament as an example for Christians to follow (Heb 11:31; Jam 2:25). In Hebrews, Rahab
is listed alongside a string of heroes of Faith including Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses (– and is one of
only two women listed, the other was Sarah Abraham's wife). It says "It was by faith that Rahab the
prostitute was not destroyed with the people in her city who refused to obey God". Rahab's actions
prompted by faith not only saved Rahab and her family (Josh 6:17, 23) but it is likely that she was the
Rahab mentioned as the grandmother of King David and ancestor of Jesus described in the Gospel of
Matthew (1:5).
We learn from this story that it is not just great leaders that God gives opportunity to step into faith, but
people from any realm of society.

C.	
  MAIN	
  POINT	
  	
  
When God calls we get the opportunity to step into FAITH

What is remarkable in the story of Rahab is that someone of lowly and even despised standing in society
showed such great faith. We know that her stance was highly honoured by God as Rahab is specifically
mentioned twice in the New Testament, once alongside a string of other great heroes of faith (Hebrews
11) to encourage those who are struggling. "It was by faith that Rahab the prostitute was not destroyed
with the people in her city who refused to obey God. For she had given a friendly welcome to the spies."
(v. 31). In James, she is used as an example alongside Abraham as someone who practically
demonstrated her faith by the act of hiding the spies "Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was
shown to be right with God by her actions when she hid those messengers and sent them safely away by
a different road." (Jam 2:25). This seemingly insignificant story in Joshua Chapter 2 is put in context by
letters in the New Testament to give us a different perspective of faith.
So why is her case so remarkable? In Joshua chapter 2, even though the Israelites were yet to cross the
Jordan river, the people living in Jericho were in great fear having heard what had happened to the
Egyptians and Kings East of the Jordan (Josh 2:9, 11, 24). They knew that the God of the Israelites was far
more powerful than any other God they knew (2:9-11). What made Rahab respond differently to the rest
of her people? How did she overcome her fear and put her trust in God? It was her faith gave her a
different perspective.
What differentiates those who are strong (Hebrew is hazaq) and courageous from being weak and
ineffectual is FAITH. So let us be hazaq (strong - remain resolute, have conviction and courage, inner
13

13

A COURAGEOUS MOVE [LEADERS COPY]

strength) as was Joshua and Rahab. Let us "lay aside every weight and sin (e.g. fear and unbelief) that
clings so closely and run the race set before us" (Heb 12:1) so that we can live victorious lives as God's
people and enter fully into his promises. Ultimately, it's by God's choice who he calls but our choice if
we respond.

D.	
  DISCUSSION	
  QUESTIONS	
  
1. What must have it been like for Rahab?
Answer Guide: After reading Joshua Chapter 2, have the people imagine themselves in the shoes of
Rahab. An innkeeper or prostitute within this strongly fortified city of several thousand people. What
would she has thought when she recognised where the strangers were from? What emotions should she
have experienced when faced when the city's rulers found out? Fear, excitement, adrenaline? Would she
have been totally afraid of the spies themselves, or maybe consequences if she was caught just talking to
them. Or could she have seen it as an opportunity she had longed for in her heart (v 9-11)? From this
story it seems that it didn’t take long for her to make a decision. A decision was based on a faith that
saved the life of her and her family (Josh 6:25).
2. Hebrews 11:6 states that it is impossible to please God without faith. Why do you think God wants
us to live by faith?
Answer Guide: Before answering this question, read the scripture Hebrews 11:6 "And without faith it is
impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who seek him."
It is really important that we grapple with this question. Some people may feel that taking steps of faith is
an optional extra – for those who are specially called by God. Everyone who belongs to Christ is called
yet "many are called but few are chosen" (Matt 22:14). We are chosen if we respond to God's call. If
God calls and we fail to live a life of faith then our response is considered as disobedience, making us in
danger of not inheriting the promises of God now, or into eternity. This is a hugely serious issue.
In writing to the Jewish believers who were wavering in following Christ due to persecution, the author
of Hebrews was writing to exhort them to continue on with Christ and not to fall short. Assuring them of
the promise of rest for the people of God (Ch 4). Sometimes all we can do is take one day at a time –
and that is all that God requires of us.
3. Think of an action that requires Faith. What would it mean to follow through that action with Faith?
What obstacles would you have to overcome?
Answer Guide: First, your group needs to come up with one or two examples of things that require Faith.
It’ll be like a case study for the group. Examples could be stepping up in leadership, moving where God
calls you etc. Please try to stretch your group to think of BIG examples of faith, as this series looks at the
times when bold courage is required.
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Secondly, talk through what it would mean to process and follow through with that action with FAITH.
Here are some pointers:
•
•

•
•

It doesn’t mean that there’s no fear or doubt. It means you’re still stepping out despite your fear
and doubt (because of your trust in God).
Following through with Faith is not blind Faith. It’s sensible to assess the risks involved in any
decision and to do research into all that God is calling you to do. However, it does mean that
after “spying out the land” you still see God as bigger.
Try to make it as real to the actual lives of your members as possible. Avoid a “perfect” answer
that no one has ever carried out. Encourage the telling of your own groups’ faith stories.
Dwell on what things build faith. Often, the issue isn’t “what does God want us to do”? It’s that
we are scared that God will ask us to do something courageous, and we aren’t ready or willing
to do it.

New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:
"Adversity unveils what's within our heart. We see the measure of our faith in times
of crisis. Our trust in God is tested when we are faced with impossibility."
Bruce Hills, Fearproof

E.	
  APPLICATION	
  AND	
  PRAYER	
  
Perhaps this is a good time to lay down our own agendas and seek the Lord. Let us prepare our hearts so
he can speak into our lives. We are all in different seasons, but God longs to communicate with his
people so take the time to draw near to him. Make a decision now how you will set aside time to do
that. Perhaps someone in the group that you can share your journey with and what you feel God may be
saying to you so that others can pray for clarity, boldness, wisdom and courage.
If anyone in the group going through a difficult time, take time to pray and encourage them to continue
to trust in God through it (it is through faith and patience that we inherit God's promises; Heb 6:12).
Trusting God not only gives you blessings in the end, but while you are waiting. Encourage one another
to hold on and to know they will come out stronger because of it if they do not give up.

F.	
  LOOKING	
  FORWARD	
  
In the next session we will look at the importance of staying in the will of God through relentless pursuit
of His covering and direction.
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Session	
  2:	
  Natural	
  vs	
  Supernatural	
  

Relentlessly	
  Pursue	
  God’s	
  Cover	
  and	
  Direction	
  
Key passage: "Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or
forsake you." Joshua 1:5b (ESV)

INTRODUCTION	
  AND	
  PURPOSE	
  OF	
  THE	
  SESSION	
  
This series sets out FOUR major steps for anyone looking to take strong courageous action towards
God’s promises. Please take time in your home group to ensure that your members are across each of
these elements (each relate to a session):
1.
2.
3.
4.

Take a step of FAITH
Relentlessly pursue God's cover and direction
Remember it's supposed to make us more like Christ
Think about what you will do when you get there

This session covers Joshua Chapters 3 to 8. If you are leading the group, then you will need to read this
before the session.
Israel only had success when they followed God’s instructions. Early successes were as a result of them
reinstating back things that belonged to God, stepping out in faith, and following God’s seemingly
counter-intuitive instruction in the taking of Jericho.
In this session we focus on a particular story of Achan, who thinks that he can do what he wants
because God has already given Israel the victory. Unfortunately, he steps out of God’s plan. For Achan,
entering the Promised Land was more about getting loot and conquering a foreign nation, and not about
complete obedience to God’s call.
For every course of action there are two perspectives: one is the supernatural, where we see that God
overseas events that are happening around us. The other is natural, where God-consciousness is lost and
may lead us to take advantage of a situation that presents itself, for personal gain. In reality, such short
term thinking can result in great loss.

This session aims to get to the root of what’s really going on when you make a big
decision. Are you moving under God’s delegated authority and power, or are you
moving in the natural and God’s “spirituality” is just cover for your actions?

Standard Home Group

Casual Home Group

Worship (DVD)/Prayer

Welcome

Welcome

Play Introduction Video (6-7 min)

Play Introduction Video (6-7 min)

Read Scripture

Read Scripture

Summarise Main Point

Summarise Main Point

Discuss one question

Open for discussion

Food/Fellowship

Application and Prayer
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A.	
  SESSION	
  VIDEO	
  (SESSION	
  TWO,	
  6:52	
  MINUTES)	
  
This second session video is summarised as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

How do we know if God is in the move we are making?
Looking from opposing viewpoints: supernatural vs natural
Making it real - asking ourselves tough questions
Is church your cover story? Is God the side issue or the main issue
A strong courageous person moves into action because of the covering of the Lord.
We get our confidence through relentless pursuit of God's cover and direction

B.	
  SCRIPTURE	
  READING	
  (JOSHUA	
  CHAPTERS	
  3-‐8,	
  MAINLY	
  CH	
  7)	
  
Background	
  to	
  the	
  passage:	
  	
  
The Israelites were on a great high. The Lord had stoped the flooding Jordan River so they could cross on
dry ground (ch 3-4). They and renewed their covenant with the Lord and enjoyed celebration of the
Passover and were now enjoying the produce of the land (ch 5). God had given them a seemingly
ridiculous battle plan and the heavily fortified city of Jericho had fallen (ch 6). It seemed they could do
no wrong! That was, until the defeat the lesser town of Ai. All of a sudden they were fleeing from their
enemies (7:4-5) and God was threatening to destroy them (7:12). How quickly the tables turned.
In this chapter, and chapter 8 where they successfully defeated Ai, we see how important each step of
the journey is, and how the Israelites needed to inquire of the Lord to ensure his supernatural direction
and covering. In the end, the battle plan he gave to defeat Ai was totally different from that of Jericho
furthermore God was able to redeem their foolish error by falsely drawing the army at Ai into thinking
they were retreating for a second time (8:3-8), so that the ambush was successful. God is able to redeem
even our errors made in haste or foolishness. But this comes at a cost as 36 people of Israel died
unnecessarily (7:4).
Noteworthy, after this incident, Joshua was careful to inform all those living in the Israelite camp,
foreigners and natural born Israelites, the book of the Law as given by Moses. This way everyone knew
what was expected, the blessings and presence of God with them as well as understanding the
consequences of their actions. This was a lesson for the whole community.

C.	
  MAIN	
  POINT	
  
We must relentlessly pursue God’s cover and direction.

God is the one who initiates action but we are tasked with making the courageous moves. At the start of
the book, Joshua is told to go "into the land I am giving them" (v 2), but as the discourse "for you are the
one who will lead these people to possess all the land" (v 6). The land was given by God but Joshua had
to possess it.
To accomplish the task, Joshua followed good process knowing that the promise of divine help did not
preclude human responsibility. He secretly sent out spies, formed and executed the battle plan. This was
not lack of faith, but Joshua understood that God’s supernatural power as he was leading the people.
After supernaturally defeating Jericho, the Israelites wrongly assumed that God was with them when they
rose up to attack the lesser city of Ai. They still sent out spies and devised a battle plan, but they only
used their natural mind (7:3-4). Had they inquired of the Lord perhaps things would have been different
and their defeat at Ai could have been avoided (7:1).
So what went wrong? Achan was part of the army who defeated Jericho. They had been specifically
instructed that all the plunder be dedicated to the Lord and not for people's personal gain (Josh 6:18-19).
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By taking and hiding valuables from this battle, Achan wrongly assumed that plundering for his own
advantage wouldn’t make any difference. Achan had failed to understand the supernatural perspective of
this conquest and his selfish and disobedient act affected the whole group.
God is not just the endorser of our wishes and wants. So, how do we gauge if we are following a course
of action that is just natural (an idea of man) or supernatural (given by God)? This can only be done by
an honest, continual pursuit of God’s cover and direction and being diligent to deal with our sin.

The point of Achan’s story is:
If you want to enjoy the benefits of God’s presence you have to deal with open and
public sin in yourself and in the people of God. Yahweh makes it pretty plain - I will
be with you no more unless you destroy the evil things (7:12)

D.	
  DISCUSSION	
  QUESTIONS	
  
1. There is a tension between natural vs supernatural. What is the role for natural?
Answer Guide: Some may think if God calls us then everything will be smooth sailing. Whatever we do
doesn't really matter as he will accomplish his purposes. This is not true. The outcome of events is
intricately tied to our response to God and acting on what he has given us. There is a place for good
strategy, due diligence and planning. Part of which is done by research, discussion and good
stewardship of our resources.
Get your home group members to share how they handle the tension between the natural and the
supernatural. Sometimes both the natural (wise) choice aligns with the supernatural choice … making it
simple. Other times, they are in conflict. What will you do when that happens?
Please encourage your home group members to seriously consider bold, courageous moves when God
calls. When the supernatural instruction from God goes against our natural wisdom, we need to be
doubly, triply sure that we have correctly heard God (ask your members, what they will do to triple
check … it’s a question later on). But after we’ve clearly heard from God, we need to be able to act in
accordance with His will.
2. How can you tell if God is in the thing you feel led to do?
Answer Guide: The simple answer is that they need to relentlessly pursue God’s cover and direction. It
can’t be a five-minute prayer. We need to take dramatic action, hold the outcome loosely and God’s
instruction tightly.
The longer answer will involve guidelines we can use to determine if it’s God. The following list is not
exhaustive, but contain some important keys:
1. Is this a good thing? You will only really know the answer to this if your heart is surrendered to
Christ. How could this make me more like Christ? Ultimately the decisions we make in life need
to make us more like Christ. If it draws us away from Christ then perhaps it is not from him. Try
to be objective, and note that this can be hard if the decision is associated with strong emotions.
2. What is your motivation? Is your desire to make this decision something you want for yourself
or your family, or can you see it as a true opportunity to glorify him? E.g. Your job is not your
calling, but an instrument to help you carry out your calling. Therefore, honestly ask yourself
whether God can use this new path to make himself known to you and those around you.
3. Has God confirmed this decision several ways? God is able to confirm the call in multiple
ways. In Joshua's situation had not only heard from God himself, but was given the mandate
from Moses before he died (Num 21:33-35; Deut 1:38, 3:28, 31:1-8, 32:23, 34:9) and all the
people stood with him as well (Josh 1:13-14).

18

18

A COURAGEOUS MOVE [LEADERS COPY]

4. Is the task consistent with the Bible? All through the Pentateuch (the first five books of the
Bible) was the promise that God would give his people this land. Read the Bible and allow God
to speak to you through is Word (Ps 1:1-2; 119:105).
5. What does wise counsel think? Share your vision with people who can be objective and have
your best interests at heart. For important decisions (such as marriage or ministry) it is wise for
those who have spiritual oversight over you (a Pastor, mentor or Home Group leader) to be in
agreement with your course of action (Prov 11:14, 15:22). The Lord has given them to you, to
protect you (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet 5:2) and they are accountable for what happens to you. Take all
comments back to the Lord and seek him further for wisdom, guidance and timing. In the case
of Joshua, Moses had given him the mandate before he died (Deut 31:1-4) and the people and
leaders were unified in agreement to support him (Josh 1:16-17).
6. Is this consistent with your gifts and talents? Can your gifts and talents be used and grow if you
choose this course of action?
7. Have you taken adequate time to pray? Take the time to pray (and fast), read the Bible and
meditate on it. Give room for God to speak to you directly (Jam 1:5; Jer 29:13), through the
Bible (Ps 119:105) or through other people, or a prophetic word.
3. OPTIONAL: Why do you think God was so angry with the Israelites at Achan's sin? Is this justified?
Answer Guide: The sin of Achan was taking some of the spoils of war for himself, when they were under
specific instruction to dedicate it all to the Lord (6:18-19). You may have heard it said that God hates
sin. But do we really realise how much it offends him? In this age of extreme grace, it is easy to waterdown how we perceive God feels towards sin. Yes, He is gracious and will not destroy us because of
Christ. But Jesus is coming back, and this time it will be to judge all of us. We need to get serious with
our sin now. We need to be real with God and take this one life we have very seriously. You may like to
refer to Appendix I "A Brutal God" or the Extra Content Video “God, Violence and the Old Testament”.
In Deuteronomy, just before handing over the leadership to Joshua, Moses specifically gave a warning to
those who did not believe in the consequences of their actions "those who hear the warnings of this
curse should not congratulate themselves in thinking 'I am safe though I am following the desires of my
own stubborn heart'. This would lead to utter ruin! The Lord will not pardon such people. Instead his
anger and jealousy will burn against them" (Deut 30:19-20). Let us take stock and see that God is really
serious about sin, for His sake, for the sake of our Christian community, and for ours.

New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:
A key indicator that we are following the Lord is whether we are open to a change of
plan if things don’t go as expected. Freely talk to God about it and hold the outcome
loosely.

E.	
  APPLICATION	
  AND	
  PRAYER	
  
Is there something that we are wrestling to give God full control over? Is it a relationship, a job, a sin, a
fear, a financial challenge? Let us renew our commitment to pursue God's will for this situation,
surrendering it to him and asking for his cover and direction. Take time with God to pray about these
issues.

F.	
  LOOKING	
  FORWARD	
  
Next session we will look at seeing God's grace in the fulfilment of his promises to us. The true goal is
not about the fulfilment of the promise per se but who God is forming us to be through the process.
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Session	
  3:	
  God's	
  Grace	
  in	
  Promise	
  

Remember,	
  It's	
  Supposed	
  to	
  Make	
  us	
  More	
  Like	
  Christ	
  
Key passage: "Be strong and courageous for you shall cause these people to inherit
the land that I swore to their fathers to give them." (Joshua 1:6, ESV)

INTRODUCTION	
  AND	
  PURPOSE	
  OF	
  THE	
  SESSION	
  
This series sets out FOUR major steps for anyone looking to take strong courageous action towards
God’s promises. Please take time in your home group to ensure that your members are across each of
these elements (each relate to a session):
1.
2.
3.
4.

Take a step of FAITH
Relentlessly pursue God's cover and direction
Remember it's supposed to make us more like Christ
Think about what you will do when you get there

The purpose for God delivering the Israelites from Egypt was not just to bring them to the Promised
Land, but to bring them to himself (Ex 19:4). Many times they had shown their hearts were divided
between Egypt and God – through building the golden calf shortly after their escape from Egypt,
complaints about food and rebellion against leadership. To top it off they refused to enter the Promised
Land at the first opportunity (Num 13-14), pleaded to go back to Egypt and nearly stoned the leadership
to death (Num 14:10)! The bottom line is the Israelites didn’t deserve what God planned to give them.
This is not unlike us. God draws us, challenges us but too often we are swing between God and
ourselves. Our passion can be short-lived and we are drawn away by the cares of life and the "good
things" the world has to offer. It is hard to leave Egypt behind. This is exactly why our journey with him
is not about receiving a promise to achieve this or that, but the true goal is that we would become more
like Christ. Once our eyes are on the promise more than it is on God it can become about us and not
about him. The difficult and ongoing battle we face is over our identity not so much on achieving our
mission.
God blesses us that we can be a blessing to others (Gen 12:1-3), so we need to be careful that we don’t
take the blessing just for ourselves.

This session is important for us to take stock and realise we are only where we are
because of God's grace. The lesson to us is that we need to make sure that God
himself is the goal, not the promise.

Standard Home Group

Casual Home Group

Worship (DVD)/Prayer

Welcome

Welcome

Play Introduction Video (6-7 min)

Play Introduction Video (6-7 min)

Read Scripture

Read Scripture

Summarise Main Point

Summarise Main Point

Discuss one question

Open for discussion

Food/Fellowship

Application and Prayer
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A.	
  SESSION	
  VIDEO	
  (SESSION	
  THREE,	
  6:42	
  MINUTES)	
  
This third video session looks how God is so gracious as he leads us into his promises. The major points
of the session are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Review of the Series to date
Promises are an act of God's grace
We can get to a point where we take God for granted and forget that God himself is the goal
When God moves us into new things it is not for us to boast but to transform our identity
Who is God making you to be? We need to view ourselves through a lens of grace.

B.	
  SCRIPTURE	
  READING	
  (JOSHUA	
  9:3-‐15,	
  THE	
  GIBEONITE	
  
DECEPTION)	
  
Background	
  to	
  the	
  passage:	
  
The Israelites were well into their central campaign (Appendix II) in Canaan. News of the amazing things
God had done for the Israelites spread far and wide (9:1-2) and brought great fear on the surrounding
peoples. The Gibeonites were a people who lived nearby and, knowing they were doomed, devised a
very cleaver plan of deception. They tricked the Israelite leaders into thinking they were from a nation
far away, so to cause them to make a peace treaty. The deceivers appealed to the Israelites "fame" (v. 911) and natural reasoning (12-14), but Joshua failed to consult the Lord (v 14). This was a serious error as
they had been forewarned never to make a treaty with those in the land as they would later become a
spiritual snare and cause them to turn from the Lord (Ex 23:32, 34:12; Deut 7:2). However, despite their
foolishness, God was able to turn this mistake around to make these people work for them as the
Gideonites became slaves who chopped wood and carted water (9:27).

C.	
  MAIN	
  POINT	
  
Who is God making you to be?
Once the people of Israel started on their journey to take the Promised Land, they let the promise take
front and centre stage. They spent their time working on how to take cities, how to make allies and they
forgot important things – like seeking God and reflecting Him.
It's really important to see the book of Joshua as one where God takes his special people on a journey
with him. Not solely to give them a land or arrive at a particular destination but to see that they needed
him at every turn, that they would get to know his ways, experience his holiness, grace and goodness.
God's desire is that as his people they would know him more fully, and that glory would be reflected to
the nations – for he alone is God.
In this story (Josh 9) Israel was faced with a situation where the enemy attacked while they were in a
place of blessing. Even Joshua, their leader didn’t recognise it and he didn't seek counsel from the Lord.
As he moved closer to fulfilment of God's promise the enemy became cleverer and complacency set in.
The Israelites thought they could work it out by themselves doing it in their own strength. Joshua was
committed to getting on with the business of getting the prize – the land.
We must always remember that the point of promises is the same as that of the Book of Joshua – a new
identity. Who is God making you to be? He gives us promises so that we can be more like Him.

D.	
  DISCUSSION	
  QUESTIONS	
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1. How is God’s grace present in the story of Joshua? And why do you think the Promised Land was
given to Israel?
Answer Guide: Get your Home Group to look over book of Joshua and see God's grace in it. The whole
story is one of grace, it is a 2nd chance for the people of God to enter into the Promised Land. It was
grace that God trained and raise Joshua in the ways of the Lord from a young age (Ex 33:11). We need to
be able to read it through the lens of grace. God's grace is everywhere, in every instruction, in every
victory in every solution (such as making the Gibeonites slaves). God’s people must be prepared before
they can be trusted with victory. The triumphant conquest of the land was to be the victory of God, not
the victory of Israel or of Joshua.
God chose the land of Israel to be the “stage” on which the great drama of redemption would be
presented. In Genesis 3:15, God promised to send a Saviour to the world, and the first step in the
fulfilling of that promise was the call of Abraham. God gave them the promised land to point to Himself.
-

They were to be a nation that reflected God’s glory for other nations
They were meant to be shaped to reflect God (hence all the laws)
They were ultimately going to bring in the Messiah who would first suffer and then enter into
Glory

Short answer is: it WASN’T to make their life better or happier for their own sake. It was always for
God’s sake.
2. Reflect on courageous moves in your life. What types of things derail us from the focus on God?
Answer Guide: It's very easy to have the goal set before you and just go about to achieve it. However,
we do not want people to rush past mistakes and challenges and miss the moments of learning in life.
Take time to for people to share from their own experience about what happens when we pursue the
promises of God. Ask them whether they have ever forgotten God in pursuit of something he has given
them. Have they ever let the promises become more important that the pursuit of God himself?
Take time to talk about some concrete experiences where the prize or the promise has taken the focus
away from God.
3. Ask yourself what is the purpose of the blessing that God is giving? How is this making me more like
Christ? Pick an example in your life and work it through
Answer Guide: The same purpose that God gave Israel in becoming a nation, to reflect and glorify and
know God, he gives to us. Too often when we move into God’s promises we loose sight of the grace of
God. As yourselves is your course of action increasingly exhibiting the fruit of God/the Spirit.
Help your home group to pick and example and work through it. For example, you could ask, what is
the purpose for God giving you your dream job? Or your dream boyfriend/girlfriend? What is the
purpose of God giving you a good home etc.?
And then, follow it up by asking … how does the promise make you more like Christ. How will moving
into your new home make you more like Christ? Etc.
At some level, we need to ask ourselves as a church … how does getting our permanent place at Lexton
give us more opportunities to reflect Christ? And is that the real reason why we want to build and move
in or is it just for our convenience and enjoyment?
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New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:
"Grace is lovingly giving me what I need instead of what I deserve. It is God lavishly
giving me all that I long for but not necessarily giving me all that I think I want."
Matt Heard

E.	
  APPLICATION	
  AND	
  PRAYER	
  
For this coming fortnight, take time to look through at the grace that God has given you in your life.
Genuinely seek God for the kind of response He would like you to have. You may want to make a list of
all the ways that God’s blessings have caused you to reflect Him more.

F.	
  LOOKING	
  FORWARD	
  
Next, in the final session, we look at how do we live in the promises of God. For the Israelites, getting
into the Promised Land turned out to be easier than Living successfully in the Promised Land.
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Session	
  4:	
  	
  Inherit	
  the	
  Land	
  

How	
  Will	
  You	
  Live	
  in	
  the	
  Land	
  God	
  is	
  Giving	
  You?	
  
Key passage: "Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according
to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the
right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go."
Joshua 1:7 (ESV)

INTRODUCTION	
  AND	
  PURPOSE	
  OF	
  THE	
  SESSION	
  
This series sets out FOUR major steps for anyone looking to take strong courageous action towards
God’s promises. Please take time in your home group to ensure that your members are across each of
these elements (each relate to a session):
1.
2.
3.
4.

Take a step of FAITH
Relentlessly pursue God's cover and direction
Remember it's supposed to make us more like Christ
Think about what you will do when you get there

This final session ties critically ties the series together as it addresses the key issue of what we once we
receive the promise of God. How do we live in our "Promised Land"? Whether we are pursuing a small
or large promise, how we respond is vital to how successful we will be in living in that promise. Will we
forget God? Or will we give credit to God that other's can see what he has done for us? Will we live the
way God wants us to or continue in our own ways?
Israel owned the land because of God’s gracious covenant with Abraham (Gen. 12:1–5), but their
enjoyment of the land depended on their faithful obedience to God. (See Lev. 26 and Deut. 28—30.)
After you have made the decision, after you have gone on the journey and seen God fulfil his promise, it
doesn’t end there. Obtaining the promise is by no means the end. The challenge is now to live in the
promise in a way that honours God.

It’s possible for us to make all kinds of promises to God before we get to the
Promised Land and then forget about God when we get there. This session reminds
us that we need to give thought to life after the promise has been fulfilled.

Standard Home Group

Casual Home Group

Worship (DVD)/Prayer

Welcome

Welcome

Play Introduction Video (6 min)

Play Introduction Video (6 min)

Read Scripture

Read Scripture

Summarise Main Point

Summarise Main Point

Discuss one question

Open for discussion

Food/Fellowship

Application and Prayer
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A.	
  SESSION	
  VIDEO	
  (SESSION	
  FOUR,	
  6:11	
  MINUTES)	
  
This video session challenges us to look at how we live in God's promises. Video has some wind issues,
so at times, it may be hard to hear.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Recap of the sessions (covers the first THREE points)
How do we inherit the land?
Making promises to God, but not keeping them after you get what you want
The example of Israel after the book of Joshua (Judges)
Joshua 1:7 (be very courageous)
What are you going to do when you get there?

B.	
  SCRIPTURE	
  READING	
  (JOSHUA	
  24:1-‐15)	
  
Background	
  to	
  the	
  passage:	
  	
  
This is the final gathering of the nation of Israel under Joshua's leadership (starting from 23:1). Although
the people had not gained all the ground God had promised (23:4), they had a period of rest (23:1).
Joshua was reminding them that God would continue to fulfil his promise (23:5b). The Lord now
presents the people with a challenge and a reality check. Through a prophesy of Joshua, he reminds
them that they are only where they are today by God's grace. It was the Lord's purpose and desire to
make them great. In this passage alone, the people are brought back to understand their whole story,
from the original call of Abraham we see God use the pronoun "I" used 18 times… "I took", "I bought", "I
sent", "I did", "I put" "I destroyed" and "I delivered" indicating God was the one in control of all situations
and worked them according to his good purpose. But more so, the statements starting with "I gave"
specifically highlight God's goodness in this story. This was to remind the Israelites that possessing the
Land was not of their own doing or from their own strength, but solely by the grace of God.
The challenge to them was whether they would recognise that it was God and whether they would
continue to stay faithful to the Lord while living in the blessings of the Land. This is the same challenge
that we face today.

C.	
  MAIN	
  POINT	
  
How will you live in the land God is giving you?

Have you ever had the experience of asking something from God getting it and then forgetting God
afterwards? It is the classic tale of the Israelites journey. At the conclusion of Joshua, the whole nation is
challenged whom they will follow, the Gods of their slavery or the present land or the Lord himself (Josh
24:14-25). However, one generation later the people had forgotten God and did "whatever seemed right
in their own eyes" (Judges 17:6; 21:25).
Can this happen to us, or our children? Of course! To help avoid such situation we need to purposefully
think through what life will be like before God has given us the promise. For example, when migrating
to a new country and you have obtained a job think about what your life is going to look like? Where
are your priorities? If you get this new job, how will you be able to serve God more or grow closer to
him – or will it quickly absorb your time and energy so there is no place for him? Think on these things
before you embark on your Courageous Move.
Think carefully as the next phase of living in the land requires even more courage to continue to walk in
it well. Just as the Lord commanded Joshua "Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe
to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right
hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go." (1:7)
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Christ Jesus commands us "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and
abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may
be full." (John 15:9-11).
To live life and life to the full, the biggest battle is not about how to conquer and obtain the promise, but
to live in the land itself.

D.	
  DISCUSSION	
  QUESTIONS	
  
1. Have you ever bargained with God in order to get something you desperately wanted? Should
Christians make vows with God?
Answer Guide: We can promise —vow—to change our way of living or do some specific deed in return
for a request granted by God. Should we do this? Is this wise? This is a tricky question. When we
desperately want something we tend to bargain with other people so we can get it. Most of us live off
credit, borrowing money from the future with the promise to repay. A vow is similar – where we promise
to do something for God or for his people in exchange for him to act in a certain way.
The question is posed, not to bring condemnation of judgement on those who have made vows (most of
us have done so at some stage or another) but to point out the goodness in God's character that we do
not need to vow to God. The New Testament is quite clear on this. It says let your yes be a yes and your
no be a no.
Among the many instructions on keeping vows, the Bible warns us clearly "When you vow a vow to
God, do not delay paying it, for he has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you vow. It is better that you
should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not
say before the messenger that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your voice and destroy the
work of your hands?" (Ecclesiastes 5:4-6). Jesus warning not to make vows rashly (Matt 5:33-37) is
reiterated by James in his letter to the churches "But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by
heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may
not fall under condemnation." (Jam 5:2).
Making vows is not wrong per se, but it highlights how badly we want something. The wiser thing to do
is to ask ourselves why we want it so badly? Will getting this prayer answered make us more like Christ?
2. How does the action of living in God’s promises affect your decision at the start?
Answer Guide: Joshua is a cautionary tale. Before you embark on obtaining your promise, ask what
happens when you live in that promise. Bring it back to the beginning as to why you are taking this
courageous move.
God is the main goal. Commit to knowing and serving God in the land. “If anyone loves me, he will
keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him."
(John 14:23)
3. Go back to the beginning of the series and talk about how you or your family would make a bold,
courageous decision. Take a close look at the FOUR steps and apply them to a scenario that is close to
your heart. (If you can’t think of a scenario, you can always use Project Home Run)
Answer Guide: This series sets out FOUR major steps for anyone looking to take strong courageous
action towards God’s promises. Walk through each of these four steps:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Take a step of FAITH
Relentlessly pursue God's cover and direction
Remember it's supposed to make us more like Christ
Think about what you will do when you get there
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Ultimately, we are trying to get you and your home group comfortable with God asking you to take bold
steps. Today’s comfortable Christianity and suburban life doesn’t give us a lot of practise in making big
courageous moves. How will our children learn to place their trust in God, if they’ve never seen us do
it? How will we grow to take bigger steps, if we get scared of the small/medium ones?
Please encourage your home group to process a big courageous move. Surely, there’s one on the
horizon. If there is none, it’s fortunate that FGA is in the midst of processing one. They are part of the
body of the church, and we all need to process the decision together. Here’s an opportunity for practise!
What is God telling you to do, and what are you going to do about it?

New Visitor/Non-Christian Take Home:
"Canaan represents the Christian life as it ought to be: conflict and victory, faith and
obedience, spiritual riches and rest. It’s a life of faith, trusting Jesus Christ, our
Joshua, the Captain of our salvation (Heb. 2:10), to lead us from victory to victory."
(1 John 5:4–5). Warren Wiersbe, Be Strong

E.	
  APPLICATION	
  AND	
  PRAYER	
  
Take time to uphold the church in it’s big decision ahead (25th October 2015) as well as the decisions
that lie in front of your home group members.
In closing the whole series, use the blessing on Solomon (1 Kings 8:56-61) and pray this blessing over
one another.
“Blessed be the LORD who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that he promised. Not
one word has failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses his servant. The LORD our God
be with us, as he was with our fathers. May he not leave us or forsake us, that he may incline our hearts
to him, to walk in all his ways and to keep his commandments, his statutes, and his rules, which he
commanded our fathers. Let these words of mine, with which I have pleaded before the LORD, be near
to the LORD our God day and night, and may he maintain the cause of his servant and the cause of his
people, as each day requires, that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is God; there is
no other. Let your heart therefore be wholly true to the LORD our God, walking in his statutes and
keeping his commandments, as at this day.” (1 Kings 8:56-61 ESV)
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APPENDIX	
  I:	
  A	
  Brutal	
  God	
  
Today's generation is unlike any other. Most of human history was lived in a status of war. However, for
the most part we live in rest and security. This means that when reading stories in the Old Testament we
can have issues with a violent God. The OT was written for all generations. We need to understand that
we have morphed and God has not changed. The lesson we desperately need to learn is that God deals
brutally with sin because sin itself is highly destructive.
This page is a summary of some of the key points regarding the difficult topic of God, Violence and the
Old Testament. For more information you can look at:
-

The Extra Content Video called “God, Violence and the Old Testament”
Leadership podcast (Session 2), located at http://www.fgam.org.au/media.php?pageID=47
A good book called, The Problem of War in the Old Testament by Mr. Peter C. Craigie

Some points for clarification:
1. God is the same in the New and Old Testaments. The grace of God is revealed through Jesus Christ,
but we know that the second time he comes it will be to judge the earth (2 Cor 5:10; Heb 9:28)
2. If you trust in a God of nature, it is equally as powerful but far more cruel. Nature kills ruthlessly
and without grace or discretion. The rule is survival of fittest, it was this thinking that justified Hitler
when he condoned conducting experiments on people with disabilities. Instead we have a God of grace
who recognises the destruction that is the inevitable price of sin, and provides a way of redemption
through Christ.
3. Joshua was written in the audience back then until now. Ancient readers of the book of Joshua (it’s
original audience) would not have been shocked by the violence portrayed in the book. It was their way
of life, and how different ethnic groups conquered each other. Many pagan civilisations were much
more brutal. In their culture Yahweh would have been established as a God to pay attention to because
of the way He led Israel to victory.
4. NT and outworking. The same God sees the consequences for sin. The wrath of God is on sin. It is
impossible to have justice without retribution for sin. The Lord will not share my life if there are rival
gods in my heart. He will not permit me to compromise with the enemy. When you grasp this truth, you
also better understand His admonition in 2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1. God is jealous over His people and
will not permit them to divide their love and service between Him and the false gods of the world (Ex.
20:5; 34:14). We cannot serve two masters.
Remember:
-

-

The Book of Joshua is narrative and historical. It tells it as it is. It’s not meant to be
prescriptive on how we conquer lands, rather, it shows what God requires of his people and
how God keeps his promises.
The Western World has now changed largely due to the influence of Christ and the
sweeping cultural changes that took place as Christianity grew.

If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to email Ps. Chris Ong at chris.ong@fgam.org.au
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APPENDIX	
  II:	
  Maps	
  of	
  the	
  Conquests	
  of	
  
Joshua	
  
Entry into the Promised Land occurred from Shittim (lower left) and then extended to the North and
South. Dividing the land at this point gave the Israelites a strategic advantage. The Central Campaign is
described in Joshua 2:1-10:27.

The regions finally conquered by 12 Tribes of Israel
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NOTES
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