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            espite popular opinion, "Love your neighbor as yourself" does not mean God commands you to  love yourself.

    We've so picked apart this verse, so twisted and turned it, that we think it means that we cannot love others if we do 

not first love ourselves, and therefore, our primary task in life is to learn to love ourselves. 

    Forget that He said As I have loved you, you must love one another.

    Forget that Paul teaches us, in beautiful language, what love really is - it is patient, it is kind, it does not envy, it does not 

boast, it keeps no record of wrongs, etc. - without ever once saying that love considers itself or that it comes from a place 

of tremendous self-adoration. Forget that John said we love because He first loved us. 

   Forget it! For many a modern Christian, this depth of the theology of love matters not. What we hear is, Love your 

neighbor as yourself, and what we take away from that is that we must first learn to love ourselves.

    It's just not so. That's not at all what Jesus said, not at all what His audience would have heard. What they would have 

heard is that this is the second command, and it is predicated on the first - that we love God with all of our heart, soul, 

mind, and strength. And so loving our neighbor is not about loving ourselves; it's about loving our God.

    You will know how to love your neighbor because you will see in her, and in you, the very image of the God that you 

love. You will see in your neighbor the image of your beloved God, and you will not be able to help yourself. You will see 

your neighbor's strength, grace, dignity, mercy, the very reflection of the living God who formed man in His own image 

with His own hand and endowed him with His own holy breath. And you will see in yourself (this is where "yourself" comes 

in) the image of the Lover. You will know that you've been created in His own love to be love in this world.

     Figure out how to love God, and you will not have to learn to love your neighbor; you won't be able to help it.

     That's what all this means. That's what all of this has always meant, what God intended it to mean. This second greatest 

   commandment is not predicated on itself, that God would have commanded you to love yourself first. That's not it at all. 

     It's predicated on the greatest commandment, that you should love God. First. 

              Love God, and you will love your neighbor. How could you not?

D



Do you ever get tired of hearing me talk about trusting God? It just seems to be the answer when I 
don't have an answer. How God? When God? Where God? What God? Really God? Not now God. if 
only God. Please God?

So, once again a hidden Scripture popped out at me in the midst of my questioning. Habakkuk 1:2 
says, "O Lord, how long must I call for help before you will listen? I shout to you in vain, there is no 
answer." (TLB) Been there, done that. But I hang on to God's answer in verse 5. "The Lord replied, 
'Look and be amazed! You will be astounded at what I am about to do! For I am going to do 
something in your lifetime that you will have to see to believe." (TLB) I like the way it is worded in 
the NIV, "For I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were 
told."

I know this is so true. I have already experienced many blessings that I would have never believed 
would be poured out on me. So when Satan tempts me to start questioning God, I just trust God and 
wait to see what His plans are for me.
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July 10

(Monday)

Dinner

@ Cracker Barrel

(Taylorsville)

6:30 p.m.

Dinner 
Out

Seaside Escape: Women's Retreat
You don't want to miss our retreat. We will be relaxing at the beach (well, 
in our minds, anyway). Who could miss that? We will open God's Word 
to the story of Sarah and Hagar and see what we can learn from them. 
The  key verse  this year is  Psalm 46:10.  Besides looking into God's Word, 
                            we  will  be  getting  to  know  our sisters  in Christ  better, 
                                  sharing our hearts and our laughter. As a special treat, 
                                        we will have a scavenger hunt on Friday and crafts 
                               available during our extended lunch break on Saturday.

                                                           Sign-up at the Welcome Center now. All 
                                                        monies and room reservations are due by 
                                                       July 17th. And time is running out quickly. 

                                              Everyone is welcome. Bring a friend, bring your
                                           teenage daughter, bring that neighbor you have 
                                      been wanting to expose to Jesus. 
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Christ (the Son) is not only our confidence; He is also our nourishment. No 

doubt the seed, which had lain dormant for at least a full season and had not a 

need in the world, wonders how it is going to feed itself, how it is going to get 

all of the things that it needs to grow, to flourish, to thrive outside of its own 

little shell, above the protective enclosure of darkness.

Plants have this amazing ability to convert light from the sun's rays into food. 

The process is called "photosynthesis" - "photo-" is the Greek prefix for 

something having to do with light and "synthesis" is the Greek verb for the 

process of putting together, combining, composing. As a noun, it indicates a 

combination of parts that has become a whole. So the plant nourishes itself by 

coming together with the light, after which it becomes a whole, thriving plant 

only by being in composition with the light. 

God, our Creator, has endowed us with the same special ability. He's made us 

able to come together with the light in a way that not only nourishes our souls, 

but makes us fully dependent upon it because it has become part of us. And 

what greater light is there than the Son?

Although we've been talking about Paul through this series, it is John whose 

words encourage us here: "He was the source of life, and that life was the light 

for humanity.... The real light, which shines on everyone, was coming into the 

world...." (1:4, 9).

The light was the source of life, all life, and it shines on everyone. That means 

all life, wherever it is found, and everyone, no matter who they are, has the 

ability to photosynthesize - to come together with the light and to become one 

whole in doing so, as the light becomes a vital part of who they are - 

Not only our confidence, but our nourishment, the very stuff we need to grow, 

to flourish, to thrive outside of our own little shells. 

Lord, 
I never cease to be 
amazed at the ways 
that You've woven 
my life together. 
Even on the days 
that it feels like 

some of my threads 
are fraying, I know 
that it only means 
You're not done 
with me yet. My 
life is a beautiful 

patchwork of Your 
grace and glory, 

hemmed in all on 
sides by Your 

indescribable love. 
May I always 

remember to look 
close to see Your 

handiwork, and to 
look from a little 
distance  to see 

Your wild 
imagination. For 

only both can 
reveal Your will, 

Your call, and Your 
promise.
Amen.

Growing Faith
           - the sun
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Bible Word Search Psalm 146:1-9, 10b Red, White and Blue 
Cheesecake Salad

1 (8 oz) pkg. cream cheese

1 (3.4 oz) pkg. instant 

   cheesecake pudding, 

   unprepared

1 c French Vanilla coffee 

   creamer

1 lb. strawberries, cut into

   bite‐size pieces

2 (6 oz) containers 

   blueberries

4 large bananas, sliced

juice of 1 lemon

In a medium tall bowl, 
using an electric mixer, 
whip cream cheese until 
it becomes smooth. It 
may bind up in the 
beaters, but continue as 
is and it will loosen up. 
Add the dry pudding 
mix. Beat until well 
combined.

With the mixer on low, 
slowly add the creamer 
to the cream cheese 
mix. Add it about a Tbsp 
at a time and then mix 
until it becomes a 
smooth mixture and all 
of the creamer has 
combined into the 
cream cheese, repeat 
until all of the creamer 
has been added to the 
mixture. Whip until 
smooth. Refrigerate 
while you prepare the 
fruit. 

In a large bowl, combine 
lemon juice and sliced 
bananas. Stir to coat 
bananas completely and 
pour off any remaining 
lemon juice. Next, add 
cut strawberries and 
blueberries. Gently stir 
to combine. Fold the 
cheeasecake mixture 
into the fruit. 

Chill until ready to serve 
or serve immediately. 

Praise the Lord, my soul! I want to praise the Lord throughout my life. I 

want to make music to praise my God as long as I live. Do not trust 

influential people, mortals who cannot help you. When they breathe their 

last breath, they return to the ground. On that day their plans come to an 

end. Blessed are those who receive help from the God of Jacob. Their hope 

rests on the Lord their God, who made heaven, earth, the sea, and 

everything in them. The Lord remains faithful forever. He brings about 

justice for those who are oppressed. He gives food to those who are hungry. 

The Lord sets prisoners free. The Lord gives sight to blind people. The Lord 

straightens the backs of those who are bent over. The Lord loves righteous 

people. The Lord protects foreigners. The Lord gives relief to orphans and 

widows. ...Hallelujah!



    In the past, I have written many articles for this publication regarding women of the Bible. For at least two years, I wrote 
about various women...women from Eve in Genesis to Priscilla and Phoebe in Acts and Romans. I have always enjoyed letting 
my mind go back to those days recorded in the history of our Bibles. These women can be such an inspiration to us. 
    In our Ladies Bible class, being taught by Lori Newman, we have been reading the discussing Deborah, a prophetess, who 
led God's people to return to God. She even prophesied that a woman would gain the victory and the glory for winning a 
huge battle for Israel. The prophecy came true when Jael, another Israelite woman, killed the leader of the enemy by 
hammering a tent peg into his temple. 
    Jael is one of my heroes among the women of the Bible. She took what she had available to her and took advantage of 
the opportunity that lay before her. She used what the Lord had given her and served Him in a mighty way. That is what 
each one of us is called to do. 
   I never consider myself a "feminist" or one who had to speak out about women's equality, but, when it comes to our 
Christian community, I am so glad to be a part of Turning Point. We have come through a struggle to get where we currently 
stand on the "woman's place" in respect to our time of worship when we meet together. It hasn't always been this way, and I 
am thankful to the Lord that we have endured and enjoy the freedom that is ours in the Lord. 
   Women were never banished to absolute mute silence. Where statements are made regarding the silence of women, in 
the New Testament, the Greek word translated "silent" is not the Gree word for "mute" silence. Women are being told to be 
respectful and to behave themselves in a quiet manner, not making show of themselves. 
   In 1 Corinthians 11, the women are praying and prophesying in the meeting of Christians, gathered to worship. Paul 
speaks about many women who are workers for the Lord in chapter 16 of Romans. In Acts, we are told of Priscilla being 
involved in teaching a man. Lydia was instrumental in bringing people to the Lord. There are many examples of women 
being active in speaking for the Lord. 
   For a long time women were kept in silence and made to believe that they had no active part in sharing the gospel 
message with the lost and dying world. We do not have that example or directive in the Bible. There are still those in the 
Christian world who try to discourage women from taking part in public worship. There are even those who say you will not 
go to heaven if you worship with people who allow women to take part in the leading of songs or prayer. These people 
speak from human tradition and opinions. They do not have Biblical authority for what they are saying or trying to bind on 
you. Colossians 2:8 tells us not to follow traditions of men. That includes the restrictions that some would put on women in 
our churches. 
    We, as women, need to be like Jael. We need to take what the Lord has given us and use it for the Lord with all our might. 

by Barbara DuShane

In God's Own Word
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Hymn and Her

by Aidan Rogers

Reflections on Worship

Sometimes, I wonder about David. I wonder if he had anyone in his life to make the kind of beautif�l music for him 
that he made for others, the kind of music he always writes about making, the kind that just seemed to pour out of his 
hear�. 

One of the places that we first meet David is in Saul's cour�, aster Saul has fallen out of favor with God as king of Israel 
and is "tor�ented" by the t�oubles of his own hear� that just keep echoing in all of his empt� places. Saul asks for 
someone who can make music for him, to soothe his t�oubled soul, and David is brought to do just that. 

I'll admit that I hadn't really thought much about it until, well, until just now, but I think that David must have had 
some times, too, when he was t�oubled. He must have had some times when he was tor�ented. He must have had some 
times when, even though he knew that he was capable of making music, he just didn't feel like it. He must have had 
some times when he couldn't muster the st�eng�h to sing. 

And in those times, I wonder who David had to make music for him.

That's one of the things that I love about coming together on Sunday mor�ing and making music. What an incredible 
act of love it is that I am able for one hour a week to come and be a par� of making music for the musicmakers, for 
those among us who spend their entire week playing the melody of God for the t�oubled hear�s of those around them. 
For those among us who have been so called to sing over others and desperately, desperately need someone to sing over 
them. Just for a bar, for a beat, for a measure. For those whose wear� fingers don't know if they can play another note, 
but whose ears can't help but pick up on the har�ony of love and faith that is our worship. 

It's why I sing. It's why I sing when my voice isn't loud enough. It's why I sing when my voice isn't "good." It's why I sing a 
li�le bit off‐pitch and a li�le bit dist�acted and a li�le bit wear� and tired myself. Because I know that the musicmakers 
are among us and sometimes, they need someone to sing over them. So, I sing.

So, we sing.


