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8:00 & 10:30 am

Who Are You?

Ephesians 2:1-10  

September 10

8:00 & 10:30 am

Are You Down?

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

September 17

8:00 & 10:30 am

Are You Hurt? 

Matthew 5:38-48

September 24

8:00 & 10:30 am

Are You Busy?

Psalm 46
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I was walking back from the coffee shop when the moose walked in 
front of me. I had a tray of coffees in one hand and a bag full of bagels 

in the other. The moose was a few blocks ahead, but it was crossing the 
same street where I was walking. My family and I were on vacation in 
Colorado. I had made a habit of rising early so I could watch the sun 
rise up from over the mountains each morning. This was the first day, 
though, that I saw a moose in town.

I can tell you this. My brain was not ready to process the appearance of 
the moose. For the first few seconds, my eyes and my brain seemed to 

have an argument over what we were seeing. After the moose moved 
beyond my view, I still found myself doubting what I had seen. When I 
saw several people running to the intersection to have a look, I realized 
that I had seen something that at least made a few others curious.

As I reached the intersection, I looked down the cross-street and saw 
the moose walking right down the middle of the street towards 

a residential area. It was in no particular hurry, but it was definitely 
heading in a particular direction. I believe it was going somewhere it 
was not invited.

When it comes to a moose, you don’t need to invite them. When it 
comes to your friends, you do. Every time we ask visitors what 

brought them to our church, the majority of folks answer, “I was invited.” 
One day I might see a moose come down the aisle for worship. Until that 
day, let me encourage each of you to invite someone you know so they 
can experience the church you love.

In Christ,
Pastor Rob

Thy Will Be Done [Simple Words/Profound Meaning]
We are not asking God to change His will or bless our will; we are asking God 
to enlighten us as to His will and empower us to do His will in our lives.
We are called to discover God’s will. Pastor Rob continues to lead us on the 
path to discovery through sermons, discussion groups, Bible studies and 
personal interaction.
We are called to discern what God’s will is for each of us. The B-Fit Bible study 
has provided an excellent overview and foundation. We have learned that 
wisdom requires us to be open to ever-changing opportunities to serve.
We are called to submit to God’s will. Pastor Rob has emphasized the Gospel’s 
message that we are to put God in charge, and we are called to put God’s will 
(plan for us and our church) into action.

A meaningful place to start is to pray the words, thy will be done, with a 
humble and open heart. As we seek to better understand God’s will for us, we 
need to strive to set aside our own will in deference to the divine work God 
has planned for us. We are transformed when we work together and submit 
ourselves and our church to the wonders and joy of accomplishing what God 
has planned for us. ~ With gratitude and love, The Stewardship Team



BaptismNew Blessing

Family News Information current as of  August 28

Ministering to God’s People

In Our Prayers

     September 3
USHERING 8:00 am
Coni Jackson
Kathy Schmidt 
USHERING 10:30 am
Gigi & Roger Cox
Adrian Croissant
Ally Dyer
Will Gagen
Susy Rybicki
LITURGIST
Jim Nicholas
AMBASSADOR
Rosemary Ehrstein
PHONE
Mary Teague
BUS DRIVER
Kevin Meder
COUNTERS
Donna Bock
Dawn Sitton
COFFEE HOUR
Stephen Ministry &
  Grief Support
SOUND OPERATOR
Al Kraus
VIDEO OPERATOR
Alex Tambala
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Amy Abernathy
Jan Dorris
Melissa Epps

     September 10
USHERING 8:00 am
Jackie & Dan Bainter
Lou Stark 
USHERING 10:30 am
Brenda Doll
Sharon & Jerry Gaskill
Marian & Jim Morris
Dee Palmer
Betty Scherrer
Dean Wallen
LITURGIST
Gavin Guinn
AMBASSADOR
Babs Hill
PHONE
Jane Wilkin
BUS DRIVER
Matt Hall
COUNTERS
John Dorris
John Heslop
COFFEE HOUR
Grandparents’ Day - Hospitality
SOUND OPERATOR
Dan Harres
VIDEO OPERATOR
Rich Stehnach
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Carrie Bair
Diane Winland

     September 17
USHERING 8:00 am
Donna Bock
Billie & Steve Chaney
USHERING 10:30 am
Babs Hill
Al Kraus
Cyndi & Ed Langen
Shawn Lankford 
Bruce Reeder
Larry Scott
LITURGIST
Joe Fedak
AMBASSADOR
Brenda & Roger Doll
PHONE
Pam Halel
BUS DRIVER
Dennis Hubbard
COUNTERS
John Dorris
John Heslop
COFFEE HOUR
Quilters
SOUND OPERATOR
Mark Vandiver
VIDEO OPERATOR
Alex Tambala
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Seon Choo Kim
Karen & Pete Thompson
Natalie Maley-Bill

     September 24
USHERING 8:00 am
Terri & Dan O’Saben
USHERING 10:30 am
Amy Abernathy
Grace Farinas
Dan Harres
Dee & John Mann
Shirley & Bob Samples
LITURGIST
Lorenzo Clayton
AMBASSADOR
Sharon & Jerry Gaskill
PHONE
Linda Gurr 
Need Volunteer
BUS DRIVER
Roger Cox
COUNTERS
John Dorris
John Heslop
COFFEE HOUR
Lamplighters
SOUND OPERATOR
Dave Epps
VIDEO OPERATOR
Rich Stehnach
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Cathy Jensen
Abby Smith
Caroline Smith
Jessica Mokriakow

For Margaret Conaway and family on the death of 
her daughter, Joann Conaway, who died on July 
29 in St. Louis. For Marguerite French and family 
on the death of her husband, Roderick French, 
who died on August 11 in Shiloh. For Niki & Joshua 
Mrkvicka, Jaime & Dane Harris, and Amy Abernathy 
on the death of Niki and Jaime’s father, Dan 
Clemens, who passed away suddenly on August 
14 in Chicago. For Karen and Pete Thompson on 
the death of Pete’s sister, Ellen Rogers, who died 
on August 17 in St. Louis. For Jody and Terry Halton 
on the death of Terry’s father, John Halton Jr., who 
died on August 20 in Belleville.

Our Deepest Sympathy

Bill Burke
Irene Coverdell
Mary Diel
Julie Daye Eichholz
Marguerite French
Sue Hall
Helen Handley-Fabre
Bernice Handrich
Norma Jackson 

Lucile Katty 
Bonnie Krause
Albert Killmeier (Marti 
  Gibson’s brother)
Henri & Ted Lawrence
Dorothy Martin
Jeanette McCurdy
Evelyn Meyer
Lane Miller

Mary Ellen Pollock
Nancy Reinecker
Sandy & Don Rhodes
Steve Schmidt 
Wanda Lee Schmidt  
Isabelle Vogel  
All world leaders
Our nation’s leaders
Our enemies

On Sunday, August 27, Quinn 
Marie Wilson received the 
Sacrament of Baptism. Quinn 
is the daughter of Nina Murphy 
and Kasey Wilson, and the 
granddaughter of Emily and 
Ken Wilson.

Rollins Allin Scherrer 
was born on August 
24 in Champlin, 
Minnesota. Rollins is 
the son of Robin and 
John Scherrer and 
the grandson of Betty 
Scherrer.

Our elders
Our deacons
Our trustees 
Our Church staff
Our Stephen Ministers
Our efforts to grow 
  spiritually 
Our efforts to express 
  our faith clearly

Our efforts to discover 
  & use our spiritual gifts
Our efforts to serve the 
  community
Our efforts to care for 
  one another
Our efforts to reach new 
  believers
 

Presbyterian Community   
  Preschool 
People who are 
  depressed and anxious
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Presbyterian Women
September 1:  September Gathering
Presbyterian Women (PW) will gather on Friday, 
September 1, at 11:30 am in Eversull Hall. The 
Coordinating Team will host, and the lunch cost 
will be $4. The program, “Dolly Madison,” will be 

presented by Barbara McKay. Reservations should be made by 
calling the Church Office, 233-0295, or by signing up through your 
PW Circle. 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles in September 
A circle is a small group of women who meet monthly. In each 
circle, faith is nurtured and growth takes place through worship, 
Bible study, fellowship and outreach. There are three circles which 
meet at different times and days. These circles are open to all 
women. The Horizon’s Bible study this year is Cloud of Witnesses: 
The Community of Christ in Hebrews by Melissa Bane Sevier. 

Wednesday, September 6:  Lydia Circle, 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 19: Lamplighters Circle: 1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 20: Hannah Circle: 11:30 a.m.

For more information, contact PW Moderator, Shirley Samples, 
624-3340.

Additional Dates 
September 23: Giddings-Lovejoy PW Fall Gathering at New Hope 
Presbyterian Church, St. Charles, Missouri 
September 29: PW Coordinating Team Meeting, 9:30 am
October 6: PW Day Out - Tour of Second Presbyterian Church, 

Menu for September

Beef Stew

Canned Carrots                      
(low or no salt)  

Canned Fruit Cocktail                              
(lite or in fruit juice)

Cornbread Mix                         
(no egg required)

Powdered Milk

Additional Items:
Dental Care Month

Toothbrushes

Tooth Paste

Dental Floss

GIVE-A-MEAL-A-MONTH

Monetary donations always welcome.
Sponsored by Presbyterian Women

St. Louis (known for its unique collection of stained glass windows) 
and lunch out. More details will be in September bulletins. Mark 
your calendar now! 

Give-a-Meal-a-Month (GAMAM)
Thank you for supporting this program! The menu above suggests 
non-perishable items to buy during September. All items collected 
are taken to the Catholic Urban Program Food Bank which ministers 
to families in the Metro East. Fill up a yellow GAMAM bag or fill your 
own bag and bring the items to the church. Monetary gifts are also 
welcome; make checks payable to First United Presbyterian with 
the memo to PW GAMAM.
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Support Preschool – 
Eat Pizza!
School days, school 
days...the first days of 
school can be hectic, 
and often, allow no 
time to even think about cooking! On Friday, September 
16, let Papa John’s do the work, while supporting our 
Presbyterian Community Preschool. When you call 257-
1000 or order online, @papajohns.com, 20% of sales will 
be donated to the Preschool. Papa John’s fundraisers are 
held on the third Friday of the month; watch the Steeple 
calendar for future dates. Thank you for considering this 
worthwhile event! Please call Caryn Meder, 558-4641, 
with questions.

October 14:  Intergenerational Mission Project
Come One, Come All! On October 14, a group of all ages 
from FUPC will join the Adult Mission Group on their 
last day to help with projects at Mound Ridge. There will 
be something for everyone and every age. Mark your 
calendar and plan to attend! More information to come 
or you can contact Andy Morgan, 257-1935, Kevin Meder, 
622-0078, or Brenda Fedak, 233-1213.

Thank You from Interfaith Food Pantry
It has been ten years since the opening of our Community 
Interfaith Food Pantry. The service started on August 
1, 2007. The first year 2,759 families were served with 

6,125 bags of food. During the past year 6,673 families 
were served with 31,822 bags of food. An average of 118 
volunteers donate their time and talent each month.
The Food Pantry has moved from the original location 
in the small house on West B Street to a much bigger 
building at 1218 West Main Street. The original nine 
founding churches have grown to the current number 
of eleven supporting churches. YOU are wholeheartedly 
thanked for your gifts of donating food, money, service, 
and prayers for the success of the program. We ask for 
your continued support with these endeavors as we 
strive to fulfill our mission of sharing God’s gift with the 
needs of our neighbors. ~ Mary Jo Mordhorst, First United 
Presbyterian Representative 

Library Lines
Jessie Benton Fremont, American 
Woman of the 19th Century is a 
biography about the favorite child 
of powerful Senator Thomas Hart 
Benton of Missouri. Married at 17 
to the explorer John Fremont, what 
followed was a life of extremes, 
of glittering successes and bitter 
failures. Abraham Lincoln branded 
her a “female politician.” The story 
portrays a woman, a marriage and an 
era. The book is displayed in the Library. Read and return, 
no need to check it out.



Adult Discipleship

Adult Fellowship

Pastor’s Class (Sundays, 9:15 am, Vista Room, 206)
• September 3: Coffee Chat with the Pastor
Come spend an hour asking questions and chatting with Pastor 
Rob Dyer about whatever the group wants to discuss. 
• September 10: FUPC 101 – What We Believe
Great class for new people looking to learn more about our church. 
Also great for long-time members looking for a refresher! This is 
the first in a three-week series. This week we will talk about what 
we believe about God, church, faith, etc. Explore what Presbyterian 
Christians believe and the basic faith teachings of our church.
• September 17: FUPC 101 – Our Church’s Mission
Another great class for new people exploring or long-time 
members getting better connected. This is the second in a three-
week series. This week we will explain the particular goals and 
mission of our church as we are seeking to glorify God through our 
church’s worship and activities.
• September 24: FUPC 101 – How to Get Connected
New to the church or just looking to get better connected with 
the church? This week we will give you an overview of all the 
wonderful ministries of our church and then show you how we help 
each other get connected to activities, ministries and meaningful 
experiences within our church.

Thoughtful Christian Gathering (Sundays, 9:15 am, Conference 
Room, 200)
• September 3, 10, and 17: Parables, Stories for Life in God’s 

World
Using Kerygma curriculum, Roger Doll 
and Rosemary Ehrstein will team teach 
this study on Jesus’ parables. Jesus was 
the master of the parable! Deceptively 
simple, these timeless stories were used 
by Jesus to bring new life to old ways. 
Participants will discover God’s truth for 
today’s dilemmas by studying multiple parables. 
• September 24 & October 1: Romans
Jim Nicholas will lead a 2-week study of the book of Romans, Paul’s 
letter to the believers in Rome. In this first session, participants 
will use selected texts from the first eight chapters of Romans to 
explore what Paul was trying to accomplish in his letter and how it 
might speak to the church today. 

Adulting (Sundays, 9:15 am, Library)
During September, Kristen Link will lead class members in a 
discussion of Rachel Held Evan’s book, Searching for Sunday: 
Loving, Leaving, and Finding the Church. From the book cover:  “Like 
millions of her millennial peers, Rachel Held Evans didn’t want to 
go to church anymore. The hypocrisy, the politics, the gargantuan 
building budgets, the scandals – church culture seemed so far 
removed from Jesus. Yet, despite her cynicism and misgivings, 
something kept drawing her back to Church. And so she set out on 
a journey to understand Church and to find her place in it.”

September 8:  Merry Mates
Merry Mates will gather in Eversull Hall at 6:00 pm on Friday, 
September 8, for a potluck dinner. Following the meal, Pastor 
Rob Dyer will have an “Ask the Pastor” time. All are welcome! For 
more information, contact Bob McCammon, 616-6973, or Linda 
Hangsleben, 407-5844 or lkhang13@yahoo.com. 

September 9:  Sand Dollars Autumn Picnic
The annual picnic will be on Saturday, September 9, at 4:00 pm at 
the Church Pavilion; dinner will be at 5:00. The Beebes will provide 
brats and hotdogs, but we will need to know “who, how many, and 
what you are bringing.” Feel free to invite guests. Call if you have 
any questions, Ellen and Bill Beebe, 398-5080.

September 13:  Faith in Fiction
We will discuss a different type of “hero” in September. 
Dodge City by Tom Clavin is the story of Wyatt Earp 
and Bat Masterson and the wickedest town in the 
American West. The coming of the railroad, cattle 
drives, miners, settlers and various entrepreneurs 
created a violent and turbulent town in need of law and order. 
We will meet at 9:00 am, September 13, in the Youth Room (121). 
Contact Susy Rybicki if you need information, 792-9458.

September 27:  Prayer Shawl Ministry
It is both a joy and a blessing to make and gift our prayer shawls. 
Want to learn to knit or crochet? We will teach you. Just want to 

see what we’re about? You’re very welcome. We have knitters from 
many different churches, so invite friends and neighbors. Join us 
any time after 9:00 am, at the home of Betty McRoberts, 235-3197. 

Veterans’ Life Group
September Fellowship Breakfasts:  Thursday, September 7, 7:30 
am, Denny’s Belleville; Saturday, September 9, 7:30 am, Denny’s 
O’Fallon. Bring a friend along to share in the fellowship. All church 
members are welcome. We hope to see you there!
September 17:  Next Formal Meeting at 12:00 noon in the 
Conference Room. We are committed to serving our church family 
and active duty military members and veterans. 
November 11:  Upcoming Veterans’ Day Pancake Breakfast 
Please mark your calendars! Our second annual Veterans’ Life Group 
Pancake Breakfast will be Saturday, November 11, in Eversull Hall 
from 8:00 am - 11:00 am. Thank you for making it a great success 
last year. More information to follow!
November 12:  Quilts of Honor - Diane Richardson is making 
progress on the 45 Quilts of Honor to be awarded to our Church 
veterans on Sunday, November 12. This is a huge undertaking, so 
any assistance you can provide is much appreciated. Please call 
Diane, 717-756-9133. 
Additional Family and Veteran Outreach - We continue to look 
for local active duty families and veterans to have a fellowship and 
spiritual impact on their daily lives. If you know of anyone in our 
Church Family or in the area that could use some additional help 
or support, please contact Ken, 314-791-5371, or Shawn, 222-1641.



Lydia Circle

College and Young Adult Ministry

From the July luncheon 
at Josephine’s, “The 

food is great but desserts 
are better. Next time we 
go there, we decided we’re 
going to eat desserts, shop 
and then eat lunch.”

Adulting 101
On three evenings in 
July, eight students met 
to learn and discuss 
several subjects: A 
mentor panel shared 
their experiences in 
finding and pursuing 
their calling; the 
students also learned 
about financial 
planning, sewing 
tips and meditation; 
another evening, 
Martha Tambala led the 
students in preparing a 
meal.

Linens and Laundry Baskets for Lindenwood
Thanks to our generous church family, enough baskets 
and pillows were collected for Lindenwood International 
Students. Blankets were funded by several committees and 
made by Diane Richardson. Church volunteers delivered 
everything to Lindenwood on August 22. 

Vision 2020 Update:  In his sermon entitled Risky 
Business, Pastor Jensen challenged us to not be afraid 
of taking risks in our faith. One example he cited was 
how our Church took a big risk with our First Year Goal 
of Vision 2020: Every member of our church is confident 
that the church will help them through whatever physical 
and spiritual challenges they face. Most churches 
attempt to address a need when it “bubbles up” and 
becomes known. But they don’t try to do what we are 
doing. Our Church is unique because we actively seek 
out those needs, having no idea how big they may be, 
and boldly affirm that every member of our Church can 
be confident that we will help them overcome their 
challenges no matter what they are.  

My friends, this is exactly the discussion your Vision 
Team had a year ago when we were solidifying the 
four goals for Vision 2020. We acknowledged up front 
that there would be needs we could not meet, but that 
didn’t mean we shouldn’t commit to doing whatever 
we could to at least try to meet those needs. We might 
not be able to pay every bill, but paying one or two can 
alleviate stress and help a family move forward. With 
this goal, FUPC made a covenant with its members to 
do everything possible to help them through every 
physical and spiritual challenge they face. That is bold! 
That is faithful! That is risky!  

So, how are we doing?  The last of four Needs Among 
Us Sundays is scheduled; we’ve developed a tracking 
process that will allow church members to express 
their spiritual and physical challenges any day, any time 
they need; and the Pastoral Assistance Team is up and 
running. Over the next couple of months, our focus will 
be on finalizing the Needs Tracking Spreadsheet and 
setting up additional methods for addressing ad hoc 
needs (text messaging, hot link on our website, etc.). 

Of course, that doesn’t mean we’re going to stop 
addressing members’ needs as we move on to the 
2018 goal. What we’ve accomplished this year, with 
the assistance of our deacons, staff, and many, many 
others in our church, is to lay the ground work for a 
permanent process that will allow FUPC to identify and 
respond to the needs of present and future members 
for years to come. This Needs Process can also serve 
another purpose: Showing prospective members 
how important our members’ physical and spiritual 
needs are to every one of us, and what we’ve done to 
make sure they are met. This can also be a powerful 
Evangelism tool.

The FUPC Vision Team is blessed to serve such a 
wonderful and supportive congregation. Thank You!  
~ Pastor Rob, John Mann, Roger Cox and Keely Giles



Blessing Belleville Banquet

Veterans’ Group Summer Sack Lunch

First United’s 
Ally Dyer 

o r g a n i z e d 
the Blessing 
B e l l e v i l l e 
Banquet, an 
enjoyable and 
very successful 
event that 
raised $8,472 
to benefit Beacon Ministry, Caritas Family Solutions, and 
Project Compassion. Bailey Guinn, also from FUPC, provided 
music for the evening. Thank you to these young women for 
so generously sharing their gifts.

Volunteer Work: This 
summer your Veterans’ 

Life Group volunteered to 
assist the Missouri Veterans’ 
Home in support of their 
“Annual Family Day” event. 
The Home is located about 
30 miles away in Northeast 
St. Louis. Each year this Veterans‘ Home invites the families 
and friends of their resident veterans to participate in a 
cookout with games, activities and fireworks. We applied 
the wrist bands, gave directions to the guests, and made 
sure everyone had access to the specialty food trucks. Here 
are a few pictures of that day.

This summer, we made and delivered 
1728 nutritious lunches for children 

in our community.  We got to know some 
wonderful families over the 11 weeks of the 
Belleville Summer Sack Lunch Program.   
An average of 19 people came each 
Thursday evening to make the lunches.  
Thank you to our amazing delivery teams 
as they fed children at our six delivery 
sites. And thank you to everyone who 
donated or helped in any way to make this 
wonderful program happen!
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Children & Youth Life
Sunday Mornings for Children at FUPC
• Childcare for infants through age 3
Childcare is provided for our infants and toddlers on Sunday 
mornings from 7:30 am through the 10:30 am worship service. The 
Crib Room (0-18 months) and the Toddler Room (18-36 months) 
are located in the hallway between the Chapel and the Sanctuary. 

• 9:15 am: Sunday School for Children ages 3-5 
The Preschool Sunday School Class meets in Room 207 and is for 
children who have turned 3 through pre-kindergarten. Caring 
teaching teams use the Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum 
based on biblical stories. The sessions incorporate a wide range of 
activities such as storytelling, music, crafts, and movement. It’s a 
great way for your young one to learn more about God and the 
Bible, along with creating personal connections with their peers.

• 9:15 am: Sunday School for Children grades K-5
FaithQuest is the Sunday School program for grades K-5. FaithQuest 
is based on the Workshop Rotation Model for Christian Education. 
Recognizing that children learn differently and through repetition, 
major Bible stories and concepts are taught using activities that 
actively engage all the senses. During September, the workshops 
will include an Orientation to FaithQuest, Praying in Color, and 
Abraham & Sarah. FaithQuest students gather in the Sanctuary at 
9:15 am and then leave for their workshops. At 10:15 am, students 
are picked up by their families in the workshop area. 

• 10:30 am: Children’s Chapel for children ages 3 - 3rd grade
First United recognizes the importance of even our youngest 
members experiencing worship with the rest of our faith 
community. During the 10:30 worship service, all children ages 3 
and up attend the first part of the worship service with their families. 
After Pastor Rob shares time with the children, at approximately 
10:40, students ages 3 through 3rd grade leave with adult Worship 
Leaders and Greeters to attend their own carefully designed, age 
appropriate worship time in Children’s Chapel. During September 
worship times, the children will hear the stories of The Good 
Shepherd and the Lost Sheep, Creation, Noah, and Abram & Sarai. 

Wednesday Evenings for Children at FUPC
The Christian Education Committee offers three programs for 
children on Wednesday evenings. A meal is offered for all three 
groups and all will hear a Bible story and have response time. The 
two older groups will also participate in a time of worship in the 
Chapel. For more information on each group, contact Stephanie 
Foltz, Director of Christian Education. 
• GLC (God’s Loving Care) for Infants Through 3 Years Old
September 6, 13, 20 & 27: 5:30 – 8:00 pm in the Toddler Room
• GFF (God’s Faithful Friends) for Children ages 4 – 2nd grade
September 6, 13, 20 & 27: 5:30 – 7:30 pm, regular meetings in the 
Blue Room (108); Homework Club will follow until 8:00 pm in the 
Vista Room for those with siblings in KIX/TIM or parents in choir
• PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club) News (grades 3-5)
September 6, 13, 20 & 27: 5:30 – 7:30 pm, regular meetings in 
the Vista Room (206); Homework Club will follow until 8:00 pm for 
those with older siblings in KIX and TIM or parents in choir
October 27-28: Mark your calendars now for the PYC Lock-in

Bus Transportation on Wednesdays
Bus transportation to the church is available for PYC, KIX and TIM 
participants. If you need a ride, please contact Kaitie Kautz, 233-
0295 x112 or kkautz@firstunitedpres.org.

KIX (Kids in Christ) News (grades 6-8)
Meets every Sunday (9:15-10:15 am) and Wednesday (5:30-8:00 pm).
Saturday, September 30: Belleville Helping Belleville
Saturday, October 14: Church Wide Mission Day to Mound Ridge
Friday, October 27-Saturday, October 28: Presbytery Middle 
School Retreat 

TIM (Teens in Ministry) News (grades 9-12) 
Meets every Sunday (9:15-10:15 am) and Wednesday (5:30-8:00 
pm).
Saturday, September 30: Belleville Helping Belleville
Saturday, October 14: Church Wide Mission Day to Mound Ridge 
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Welcome,  
Shante Elliott
We welcome Shante 
Elliott to First United 
as our additional 
childcare provider. She 
will help Sue Hall on 
Sundays in the Toddler 
Room and provide 
childcare support 
for Wednesday 
night children’s 
programming and 
choir practice. Shante 
has over 15 years’ 
experience as a 
childcare professional, 
working her way up through the ranks at 
KinderCare Learning Center in St Louis; currently, 
she serves as the Center Director. She holds 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Early Childhood 
Education from Kendall College and a Master of 
Arts degree in Education from Ashford University. 
She is certified in pediatric first aid/CPR by the 
American Red Cross and brings a lot of experience, 
energy and enthusiasm to our childcare program. 
Stop by the Toddler Room and say “Hi” to Shante!

Wednesday Youth Meals
Wow, that summer went fast! It’s time again 
to plan Wednesday youth meals. Dust off your 
favorite recipes, pull out your calendar, and check 
your Wednesday nights. Shop, prepare (at home 
or at church), help serve, and clean up. You could 
even order pizza or just donate and Jess will do 
the shopping! There is a great kitchen crew to 
help you out. All groups or families are welcome. 
Questions? Call or text Jess Mokriakow, 910-3738, 
or Jmokriakow@gmail.com.



Attendance and Giving

   Date Worship Pledges & Contributions
  Attendance as of July 31, 2017
07.02.17      259 Pledged  $48,167.24  
07.09.17     240  Unpledged 9,515.00 
07.16.17     267 Loose Offerings 638.36
07.23.17     253 Per Capita 316.00
07.30.17 284 Schnucks eScrip Cards  45.46
   Capital Campaign Funds 28,398.00     
   Additional Information:  
   Online Giving* 4,013.00 

* The Online Giving amount is not a separate income, but is incorporated 
in the other income categories. 

If you have questions, please contact the Budget Committee Elder, Joe 
Fedak, 233-1213. 
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Mission Committee
From the Mission Committee
October 8 - 14: Adult Mission Trip
The Adult Mission Team 
will be going to Mound 
Ridge Retreat Center in 
Cook Station, Missouri. 
Our main project will be 
to help finish the inside 
of their new Welcome 
Center: run electrical 
wire, install outlets, 
insulate, stain and put 
up wall paneling. Other 
projects are to power 
wash various areas, 
install an attic vent, 
blow leaves and needles out of roof valleys and gutters, weed and 
plant flowers at the camp entrance. All skill levels are welcome! 
Mound Ridge is about a two-hour drive from our church, close 
enough to come for just a day if you can’t stay the whole week. 
Lodging and meals are provided at no cost to you. 
Saturday, October 14:  We will join the Church-Wide Mission Trip 
at Mound Ridge to help with their projects. If you are interested, 
please mark these dates on your calendar and talk to Dwight Lied, 
234-4060, Andy, Morgan, 257-1935, or Chuck Thurig, 277-8493.

Visit the Mission Committee
September 27: The Mission Committee will meet in the Conference 
Room (200) at 6:00 pm. Our meetings are open to all, and we would 
be happy for you to visit us.

September 2:  Helmsmen Rummage Sale
Time to start cleaning out those garages, closets, and basements 
because the Helmsmen Rummage sale is just around the corner! 
This year’s event will take place on Saturday, September 2, from 8:00 
am to 12:00 pm. Be sure all donations are clean, in good condition, 
and in good working order. As before, we will not pick up or accept 
large furniture items or TVs; these items are not in demand and too 
difficult to dispose of after the sale. Please make sure everything 
is placed behind the screens at the back of the Gym. The Office 
Staff can arrange to unlock the Gym door as long as it is during 
normal work hours. Don’t forget the Jewelry Ladies welcome all 
contributions: just drop them in the basket in the Commons. For 
more information, contact John or Dee Mann, 624-3040. 

September 10:  Grandparents’ Day – “Sweet Memories”
This is a day to celebrate the fabric of our families. We invite 
you to share a favorite family treat in honor of the special place 
grandparents hold in our lives. You are undoubtedly shaped by 
those “sweet” memories. Please share a sample of a family favorite 
with your FUPC family during coffee hour. Look for the signup table 
in the Commons on September 3. Help make this a memorable 
day for our church family! ~ Hospitality Committee

October 2:  Golf for Youth
The 15th annual Clarence Voigt Memorial Golf Tournament, a four-
person scramble, will be held on Monday, October 2, at Tamarack 
Golf Course. Registration will begin at 11:00 am. Lunch, which 
is included in the registration fee, will begin at 11:30. Tee off is 
scheduled for 12:30. There will be closest-to-the-hole prizes and 
a skins game. All skill levels are welcome as there will be multiple 
flights. Participation is open for full or partial teams. We want even 
the part-time or beginner golfer to attend - the only pressure is to 
have fun! The registration fee is $100 per person; forms are in the 
Church Office or call Don Darnell, 210-5404, for more information. 

Ways to Serve and Give
Past participants will be mailed a registration form. All proceeds 
generated from the tournament will be used to benefit the three 
youth programs, PYC, KIX and TIM.

Peace & Global Witness 
Offering: Blessed Are 
the Peacemakers
This special offering is received during the Season of Peace, which 
ends on World Communion Sunday, October 1. How Is My Gift 
Used? A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the 
church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems 
of injustice across the world. Individual congregations are 
encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this offering to connect with 
the global witness of Christ’s peace; First United will donate their 
25% to Racial Harmony. Mid-councils retain an additional 25% 
for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is 
used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace 
and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through 
collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.

You may use the envelope which is included in your box of 
envelopes or the special envelope which is in the pew rack. Please 
give as you are able.

     New Welcome Center



FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
11:30 am PW Gathering

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
8:00 am Helmsmen Rummage 
  Sale

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
12:00 pm Home Centered 
  Communion

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
Church Closed for Labor Day 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Evangelism 
  Committee
6:00 pm Woodcarvers

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
1:00 pm Personnel Committee
5:30 pm Children’s Programs
5:30 pm Youth Homework & 
  Games
6:00 pm Children & Youth 
  Supper
6:00 pm First United Bells
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Lydia Circle

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
7:30 am Veterans’ Group 
  Breakfast (Belleville Denny’s) 
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available 
12:00 pm Hospitality 
  Committee
1:00 pm Prime Chimes
5:00 pm Equipping Team

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
6:00 pm Merry Mates
7:00 pm MaryMarthas

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
7:30 am Veterans’ Group 
  Breakfast (O’Fallon Denny’s)
4:00 pm Sand Dollars Picnic

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
Grandparents’ Day
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 11
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers 
7:00 pm Preschool Board
7:00 pm Trustees 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Session

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:00 am Faith in Fiction
10:00 am Community 
  Development Network
10:00 am Library Committee
5:30 pm Children’s Programs
5:30 pm Youth Homework & 
  Games
6:00 pm Children & Youth 
  Supper
6:00 pm First United Bells
6:30 pm Membership 
  Committee
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Deacons

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available 
1:00 pm Prime Chimes

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
Preschool Papa John Pizza 
  Fundraiser

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
6:00 pm Helmsmen 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
12:00 pm Veterans’ Group
12:00 pm Youth Ministries 
  Committee

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Steeple Deadline
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
1:00 pm Lamplighters
6:00 pm Stewardship 
  Committee
6:30 pm Christian Education 
  Committee

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:30 am Deacons’ Prayer Group
11:30 am Hannah Circle 
5:30 pm Children’s Programs
5:30 pm Worship Committee
5:30 pm Youth Homework & 
  Games
6:00 pm Children & Youth 
  Supper
6:30 pm Vision Committee
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
1:00 pm Prime Chimes

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Giddings-Lovejoy PW Fall 
  Gathering (St. Charles, 
  Missouri)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
5:00 pm Stephen Ministry

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry
5:30 pm Children’s Programs 
5:30 pm Youth Homework & 

  Games
6:00 pm Children & Youth 
  Supper
6:00 pm Mission Committee
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available
1:00 pm Prime Chimes

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
9:30 am PWCT Meeting

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
8:00 am Belleville Helping 
  Belleville

Calendar of Events September 2017
 

S AV E  T H E  D AT E

October 2
Golf for Youth

October 8-14
Adult Mission Trip 

to Mound Ridge
October 14

Church-Wide 
Mission Trip to 
Mound Ridge

October 15
Artist Sunday

October 27-28
PYC Lock-in

Presbytery Middle 
School Retreat

October 28
Compassion 

Day (Deliver to 
Homeless)

November 4
International 

Mission Festival

Flowers in Chapel 
and Sanctuary
Flowers on Sunday 
can be a memorial 
or in celebration of 
an event. The Chapel 
flower calendar 
is on the bulletin 
board in the Royal 
Heights Road hall. The 
Sanctuary calendar 
is on the bulletin 
board by the Music 
Room. Please fill out 
the card next to the 
flower calendars and 
include what you 
would like printed in 
the bulletin. Turn the 
card in to the front 
office. Artiste de Fleur 
handles the orders. 
Sanctuary flowers 
are $25 per vase. 
Chapel flowers are 
$17.50 per vase. If you 
would like something 
special, contact the 
florist directly at 394-
7500. It is permissible 
to order from any 
florist; just call the 
office, 233-0295, if 
you plan to order 
flowers elsewhere. 
You may pick up the 
flowers after the 10:30 
worship service.



Scholarship Recipients 2017

On behalf of our church family, the Scholarship Committee 
of Christian Education presented the Presbyterian and Ray 

Angerer Scholarships and the Louise M. Erwin Scholarship to: 
• Allison Harres (top left) is completing a Masters in Occupational 
Therapy at Rockhurst University. 
• Jennifer Rea (top right) continues her Music Education studies 
at Murray State University.  
• Maggie Baltz (bottom left) attends Millikin University, majoring 
in Elementary Education with a Spanish minor. 
• Bailey Mokriakow (bottom center) attends Southwestern Illinois 
College, pursuing a career in Criminal Justice. 
• Emily Winland (bottom right) continues at Millikin University, 
preparing to work in the area of Music/ Business. 
• Vincent Vymola (not pictured) attends Southwestern Illinois 
College working toward a degree in Fine Arts.

How fortunate for FUPC to have the opportunity to reach out and 
touch such a diverse and talented group of young people. While 
the scholarship amount awarded may not make a difference in 
whether or not one attends college, it is hoped it makes a difference in the life of the recipient by 
reminding them they have a church family and a Christian community behind them. To learn more 
about the scholarships offered and how you can help grow the fund(s), contact a member of the 
Scholarship Committee of Christian Education (Connie Darnell, Carrie Bair, or Emily Wilson). 
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Dance Sunday

Dance is a way to be free and vulnerable in spirit. 
Our praise dance performers were able to share 

their heart, faith, and praise through movement. 
‘Dance energizers’ allowed for our congregation to 
praise God’s name through our “foolish” dancing. 
Dance Sunday was a beautiful opportunity for free, 
vulnerable and even “foolish” praise. ~ Ally Dyer

P H O T O S  B Y  J O E  F E D A K  &  L I N D A  H A N G S L E B E N
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