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March 1 – Ash Wednesday 

7:00 pm

Westminster Presbyterian Church
Meeting Jesus

The Rev. Meg Overstreeet
The Rev. Robert J. Dyer

March 5

8:00 & 10:30 am

 Meeting Jesus in the Temple

Luke 2:40-52
    

March 12

Celebrate the Gifts of Women

8:00 & 10:30 am

Meeting Jesus at the Well

John 4:1-42

March 19 

8:00 & 10:30 am

 Meeting Jesus in the Graveyard

Mark 5:1-20

March 26 

8:00 & 10:30 am

 Meeting Jesus on the Mountain

Luke 9:28-36
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Meeting Jesus

As we approach Easter, we will be using the wonderful Lenten 
devotion entitled Meeting Jesus. This is a series of devotions for 

each day of Lent beginning March 1, through April 16 (Easter). Each 
devotion is a retelling of the story of someone who met Jesus in the 
Bible. Their encounter is retold through a first-person narrative of the 
encounter from the character’s perspective. Hearing the Bible stories in 
this very personal way has a different impact.  We begin to realize that 
each person connects with Jesus in a unique way. As I read through the 
devotions, it made me think about all of your stories. How have you 
encountered Jesus, or God, or the Holy Spirit, or however you have 
experienced the Divine Presence of our God? What thoughts or feelings 
have you had over your lifetime in experiencing God’s presence in your 
life?

We will be presenting these devotions in written and video format 
to the congregation. In worship, we will be talking about the very 

personal connections that God desires and facilitates with us. I hope 
you will make Lent, which starts this month, a time of devoted church 
worship attendance and daily prayer. I hope the resources we provide 
and the fellowship of our gatherings help you to see what others around 
you have discovered in their relationship with this amazing God that we 
serve, love, and worship. And if you are struggling in any way, if your 
faith journey is clouded by any darkness, I sincerely hope you will reach 
out to your church family Call. Email. Text. Facebook message. Tweet.  
Whatever… please let us walk with you through the cross of despair and 
out of the empty tomb into hope. 

In Christ’s love,

Pastor Rob

Deacons:  Our purpose is one of outreach to those in our church family in need of 
caring contact, whether in a facility, hospital or at home. To be sure we know of these 
needs, please contact us or leave a message at the Church Office. We will make every 
effort to extend friendship and comfort and, if possible, to meet any other needs. 
Help us care for one another. ~ Betty McRoberts, Moderator, 235-3197

Stephen Ministry – Is God Calling You? Spiritual gifts are to give away. God gives 
them to us to serve others. How are you using your gifts now? Are you looking for a 
new way to use them? If your spiritual gifts include faith, giving, mercy, intercession, 
or encouragement—consider Stephen Ministry, our congregation’s one-on-one 
caregiving ministry. This may be just what you’ve been looking for! Contact John 
Mann, 624-3040, to learn more about training to become a Stephen Minister. 



New Blessing

Family News Information current as of  February 21

Ministering to God’s People

In Our Prayers

     March 5
USHERING 8:00 am
Coni Jackson
Allen Schmidt 
Kathy Schmidt 
USHERING 10:30 am
KC Clayton
Gigi & Roger Cox
Adrian Croissant
Ally Dyer
Austin Dyer (Jr. Usher)
Will Gagen
Susy Rybicki
Zack Tambala (Jr. Usher)
LITURGIST
Laddie Daye
AMBASSADOR
Rosemary Ehrstein
PHONE
Mary Teague
BUS DRIVER
Kevin Meder
COUNTERS
Al Kraus
Andy Link
HOSPITALITY
Safety Team
SOUND OPERATOR
Al Kraus
VIDEO OPERATOR
Alex Tambala
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Jane Alberter
Nancy Kreeb
Dee Mann
Larissa Venhaus

     March 12
USHERING 8:00 am
Jackie & Dan Bainter
Lou Stark 
USHERING 10:30 am
Brenda Doll
Sharon & Jerry Gaskill
Delaney Giles (Jr. Usher)
Gabby Mokriakow (Jr. Usher)
Marian & Jim Morris
Betty Scherrer
Mitch Stark 
Dean Wallen
ACOLYTES
Carson Dyer
Colin Wiltsie
LITURGIST
Kristen Link
AMBASSADOR
Babs Hill
PHONE
Jane Wilkin
BUS DRIVER
Matt Hall
COUNTERS
Al Kraus
Andy Link
HOSPITALITY
Presbyterian Women
SOUND OPERATOR
Dan Harres
VIDEO OPERATOR
Rich Stehnach
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Jane Alberter
Carrie Bair
Keely & Mike Giles
Nancy Kreeb
Terri Vandiver

     March 19
USHERING 8:00 am
Donna Bock
Billie & Steve Chaney
USHERING 10:30 am
Heaven Beckett (Jr. Usher) 
Babs Hill
Al Kraus
Cyndi & Ed Langen
Amber Lankford (Jr. Usher)
Shawn Lankford 
Bruce Reeder
Larry Scott
ACOLYTE
Faith Beckett
LITURGIST
Jim Nicholas
AMBASSADOR
Brenda & Roger Doll
PHONE
Pat Daye
BUS DRIVER
Dennis Hubbard
COUNTERS
Joe Harnist
Dennis Hubbard
HOSPITALITY
Volunteers needed 
SOUND OPERATOR
Mark Vandiver
VIDEO OPERATOR
Alex Tambala
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Amy Abernathy
Melissa Epps
Beth & Jeff Lind
Karen & Pete Thompson

     March 26
USHERING 8:00 am
Volunteers needed 
USHERING 10:30 am
Amy Abernathy
Nathan Dyer (Jr. Usher)
Dan Harres
Elizabeth Kearns
Grace Kearns (Jr. Usher)
Dee & John Mann
Shirley & Bob Samples
ACOLYTES
Joy Hunter
Marissa Kearns
LITURGIST
Lorenzo Clayton
AMBASSADOR
Sharon & Jerry Gaskill
PHONE
Pam Halel 
Linda Gurr
BUS DRIVER
Roger Cox
COUNTERS
Joe Harnist
Dennis Hubbard
HOSPITALITY
Sand Dollars
SOUND OPERATOR
Dave Epps
VIDEO OPERATOR
Rich Stehnach
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Pat Daye
Beth & Jeff Lind
Diane Winland

For Beth and Jim Sheldon on the death of Beth’s father, Kent Peak, who died on January 27 in 
Olney, Illinois. For Sheron Meyer, Carolyn Tippett, and families on the death of their mother, Roberta 
Symonds, who died on February 7 in Belleville. For Clayton Merritt and family on the death of his 
father, Virgil Dean Merritt, who died on February 4 in Naples, Florida. For Linda Feder and family on 
the death of her father, Melvin McClinton, who died on February 9 in Belleville. For the family and 
friends of Jan Dinstbier who died on February 19 in O’Fallon. 

Our Deepest Sympathy

Bill Burke
Jean Canale
Irene Coverdell
Mary Diel
Rev. Kurt Esslinger & 
  Hyeyoung Lee, South 
  Korea (see p. 6)
Marguerite French
Annette Grove

Sue Hall
Helen Handley-Fabre
Bernice Handrich 
Mary Hotto
Lucile Katty 
Bonnie Krause
Albert Killmeier (Marti 
  Gibson’s brother)
Bill Lawrence

Henri & Ted Lawrence
Jeanette McCurdy
Evelyn Meyer
Lane Miller
Mary Ellen Pollock
Nancy Reinecker
Wanda Lee Schmidt 
Steve Schmidt 
Isabelle Vogel 

Adeline Grace Hargrove was born on February 9 in Gainesville, 
Georgia. She is the daughter of Carrie and Chris Hargrove, 
granddaughter of Joe Hargrove, and great granddaughter of Pat 
and Rick Hargrove. William Campbell Rushing was born February 
14 in St. Louis. He is is the son of Alicia and Andrew Rushing and 
grandson of Jo Ann and John Rushing.

All world leaders
Our nation’s leaders
Our enemies
Our elders
Our deacons
Our trustees 
Our Church staff
Our Stephen Ministers
Our efforts to grow 

  spiritually 
Our efforts to express our 
  faith clearly
Our efforts to discover &  
  use our spiritual gifts
Our efforts to serve the 
  community
Our efforts to care for one 
  another

Our efforts to reach new 
  believers
Presbyterian Community   
  Preschool 
People who are depressed 
  and anxious
For immigration issues 
  affecting the family and 
  friends of Martha Tambala



Presbyterian Women
March Gathering
Presbyterian Women (PW) will meet for lunch 
on Friday, March 3, at 11:30 am in Eversull Hall. 
The program will be presented by Darlene Jones, 
Executive Director of the Violence Prevention Center 

of Southwestern Illinois. Officers will also be elected. Hannah Circle 
will host, and the lunch cost will be $4. Reservations should be 
made by Monday, February 27, by calling the Church Office, 233-
0295, or by signing up through your PW Circle. 

Kindercottage Easter Items
Presbyterian Women will begin to collect items to fill Easter 
baskets for children at Kindercottage. This is one of the missions 
supported by First United. Small toys, books for babies through 
elementary age, and candy can be left in the box near the Highway 
161 entrance to the Chapel. These items will be collected through 
April 2.

Presbyterian Women’s Circles in March 
A circle is a small group of women who meet monthly. In each 
circle, faith is nurtured and growth takes place through worship, 
Bible study, fellowship and outreach. There are two Circles meeting 
this month at different times and days. 

March 15: Hannah Circle, 11:30 am, Conference Room (200) 
March 21: Lamplighters, 1:00 pm, Cornell Commons 

For more information, contact PW Moderator, Mary Jo Mordhorst, 
397-4914.

Menu for March

Beef Stew              

Canned Carrots                   
(no or low salt)                    

Canned Fruit  Cocktail                     
(lite or in fruit juice) 

Cornbread Mix                    
(no egg required)

Powdered Milk

Additional Items:
Dental Care Month

Toothbrushes

Toothpaste

Dental Floss

GIVE-A-MEAL-A-MONTH

Monetary donations always welcome.
Sponsored by Presbyterian Women

Additional Upcoming Dates for PW
•  March 12: Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday
•  March 18:  Rummage Sale (See the article on page 9.)
•  March 31: Coordinating Team meeting, 9:30 am
•  April 22: Salad Luncheon with Fashion Show (Dress Barn)

Give-a-Meal-a-Month (GAMAM)
Thank you for supporting this program! The menu above suggests 
non-perishable items to buy during March. All items collected are 
taken to the Catholic Urban Program Food Bank which ministers to 
families in the Metro East. Fill up a yellow GAMAM bag or fill your 
own bag and bring the items to the church. Monetary gifts are also 
welcome; make checks payable to First United Presbyterian with 
the memo to PW GAMAM.

Grief Support Corner: Future Sessions and Thank You
This month, your FUPC Grief Support Ministry Team 
completed the third session of our 13-week program. Our 
goal is to offer the program at least two times per year – 
one starting in June and one starting in December. But you 
can be confident that we’ll be there for you whenever you 
need us. So, if you’re hurting and can’t wait until June, let 
any of us know to schedule another session, help you find a 
session in progress at another church in the Belleville area, 
or put you in contact with one of our dedicated Stephen 
Ministers. All you have to do is ask!

I also want to personally acknowledge and thank every 
member of our team for their outstanding work and 
dedication in serving you: Our Facilitators (Amy Brummitt, 
Rick Farinas, Joyce and Dwight Lied, Bob Samples, and 
Sammylane Wirth); and Caryn Meder works behind the 
scenes maintaining our Facebook page, writing Steeple 
articles, and placing ads in the BND. The next time you see 
one of them, please say, “Thank you” for modeling one of 
the four pillars supporting our FUPC mission statement – 
Nurturing Fellowship. 
~ Yours in Christ, John Mann, Grief Support Ministry Lead.  

Calling All 50-Year Members 
Have you been recognized as a 50-Year Member of First 
United Presbyterian Church? If you joined either First 
Presbyterian of Belleville or First Presbyterian of East St. 
Louis in 1967, then we want to celebrate your membership. 
A special recognition is planned for Sunday, May 7; help us 
make sure no one is missed. Please call the Church Office, 
233-0295, or email lorlet@firstunitedpres.org, to check the 
list for your name.

Update: Potlucks with a Purpose 
Over twenty members attended our gathering 
on Tuesday, January 24. We ate delicious food, 
shared meaningful items and their stories, 
collected “dining-out dollars,” and chose 
a charity. We selected a St. Louis organization called 
Dignity Period, which provides re-usable sanitary supplies 
to young women in developing nations; they can then 
continue to attend school after beginning menstruation. 
Such supplies are difficult and expensive for the women 
to obtain. This was a good choice as both a women’s and 
a Christian issue. We sent $335 to the organization. A 
representative from the charity was so moved that she will 
attend our next meeting to share more information about 
Dignity Period. The next meeting is April 25.

In other news, our Valentine’s coffee hour, including 
decorations and food, was a big hit! Thanks to all who 
helped or donated food. 
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Adult Discipleship

Adult Fellowship

Pastor’s Class (Sundays, 9:15 am, Vista Room, 206)
“Race and Reconciliation” As a follower of Jesus Christ, are you called 
to claim the ministry of reconciliation in a world deeply divided by 
race, nation, gender, economic status, and religion? Join Pastor Rob 
Dyer for a 6-week Lenten discussion using two confessions found 
in the PC(USA)’s Book of Confessions: the Confession of 1967 and 
the Confession of Belhar. This study will enable us to hear the call of 
these confessions to the church and to us as Christian people. 

Thoughtful Christian Gathering (Sundays, 9:15 am, Room 200)
Sheila Misselhorn and Jim Nicholas will share leadership of 
this 6-week study, “Making the Way of the Cross with Paul.” The 
description below is from thethoughtfulchristian.com. “The 
apostle Paul has often been considered a controversial figure in 
early Christianity, especially in modern times. Paul’s own complex 
and sometimes contradictory writings are partly responsible for 
his mixed image. Yet at the heart of his difficult texts (and difficult 
life) was a simple but potent realization: God had sent Israel a 
crucified Messiah. This key recognition transformed Paul’s entire 
understanding of God’s ways and of the human response to them. 
It made the cross of Christ central to his unfolding of what it means 
to believe in God and of what it means to live a life conditioned by 
that belief. It placed self-sacrificing love at the foundation and the 
core of Paul’s view of God, his own apostolic ministry, and Christian 
life overall.

“Lent is, among other things, a journey on the way of the cross - 
a journey of learning how to appropriate Christ’s teaching about 
‘taking up the cross’ (Mark 8:34-35) for ourselves. This six-session 
study will look at how one early Christian missionary, teacher, 
and theologian sought to do just that in his work and in his life. 

Participants will examine a number of passages in Paul’s letters in 
order to reflect on the place of the cross in Christian lives today. They 
will consider Paul’s statements about the cross and its implications 
not only in themselves but in relation to his practice - including areas 
where he seems to us to have had difficulty living up to his own 
ideals. The aim is to invite you into Lenten reflection and practice 
centered on the cross of Christ, guided by Paul’s own incorporation 
of the cross into his spirituality. Leaders and participants will have an 
opportunity to reflect on their own practices of Christian spirituality 
and ethics in the light of the experience, teaching, and faith of the 
apostle Paul.”

Adulting (Sundays, 9:15 am, Library)
Join this group of adults during March when Shawn Lankford will 
lead discussions on the book, The Year Without A Purchase: One 
Family’s Quest to Stop Shopping and Start Connecting, by Scott 
Dannemiller. The author and his wife are former PC(USA) mission 
co-workers who served in Guatemala. Ten years removed from their 
vow of simple living, they found themselves on a never-ending 
treadmill of consumption where each purchase created a desire 
for more and never led to true satisfaction. The difference between 
needs and wants had grown very fuzzy, and making that distinction 
clear again would require drastic action: no nonessential purchases 
for a whole year. No clothes, no books, no new toys for the kids. 
If they couldn’t eat it or use it up within a year (toilet paper and 
shampoo, for example), they wouldn’t buy it. Filled with humorous 
wit, curious statistics, and poignant conclusions, the book examines 
modern America’s spending habits and chronicles the highs and 
lows of dropping out of our consumer culture. The Year Without A 
Purchase offers valuable food for thought for anyone who wants to 
reduce stress by shopping less and living more.

March 3:  Sand Dollars
The Sand Dollars will meet on March 3, at 6:30 pm, in Eversull Hall 
(104). For information, contact Karen Cassano, kcassano2@aol.
com.

March 8:  Faith in Fiction
We are moving back in time to read Genghis Khan and the Making 
of the Modern World by Jack Weatherford. This book tells the story 
of Genghis Khan from his rise through the tribal culture to the 
explosion of civilization that the Mongol Empire unleashed. This 
brilliant work of revisionist history is nothing less than the epic 
story of how the modern world was made. We will meet at 9:00 
am, March 8, in the Youth Room (121). Contact Susy Rybicki if you 
need information, 792-9458.

March 10:  Merry Mates
Merry Mates will gather on Friday, March 10, at 6:00 pm, in 
Eversull Hall for a potluck gathering. The program, “PT Barnum 
and the Lost Collection of Magic,” will be presented by Clydea 
and Dennis Hampel. For more information, contact Bob  
McCammon, 616-6973, or Linda Hangsleben, 407-5844 or  
lkhang13@yahoo.com. 

March 18:  Helmsmen
Our next meeting will be on Saturday, March 18, at 6:00 pm, in 
Eversull Hall. Join us for Christian fellowship, a potluck dinner, and 
an informative presentation about the history and culture of China. 
Monthly dinners are open to anyone to see what the Helmsmen are 
about. Also, our “Friday Night Munch Bunch,” meets informally every 
Friday for dinner at local restaurants. All are welcome to join us then, 
too. For meeting information, contact Dee or John Mann, 624-3040. 
For “Munch Bunch” dinners, contact Amy Brummitt, 235-4226, or 
Betty Scherrer, 397-5137. 

March 16 and 26:  College and Young Adults
This committee has been busy making plans for 
the new year. One goal is to maintain regular 
contact with our college students; former 
confirmation sponsors and other mentors did so 
in February. College students are invited to a Spring Break College 
Service Day, just for them, on March 16. The main event for Young 
Adults has been Tapping into Faith, a casual, spirited (and spiritual) 
discussion held at 4204 Main Street in Belleville. The next event will 
be at 7:00 pm on Sunday, March 26. If you are a 20-something adult, 
or know one, please join us and/or extend the invitation!



From the Mission Committee

Needs Among Us
On February 5, as part of the goal for Vision 2020, we gathered the 
needs of those attending worship and lifted them up to God. On 
February 12, we gathered again for worship to present those needs 
to the Body of Christ. This Body of Christ, the people gathered 
for worship that day, responded with an outpouring of love and 
support. On February 19, the congregation received a report of 
the many ways that the people of God responded to the needs. It 
was truly a day of blessings where people in need received prayer 
partners, encouragement through grief, childcare relief, walking 
partners, room organizers, window repair assistance, lawn care, 
real estate assistance, business advice, job search help, hosts 
for community building, and several monetary donations. One 

remarkable blessing, though, simply stood out that day. We have 
a college student who has been worshipping with us for many 
months. He has encountered financial strain and car problems. 
When his car broke down, he was forced to sell it for scrap and found 
himself with no transportation for school or employment. He has 
been finding rides from others and leaning on prayer through this 
time. He simply shared a prayer request to somehow earn enough 
money to get a car. His need was shared with the congregation 
and SEVERAL people contacted the church wanting to find a way 
to help this young man. And within the many responses was one 
that simply said, “He can have one of my cars.” The car needed a few 
minor repairs, but the owner paid to have all of that done! 

In Luke 3:11, Jesus said, “Whoever has two coats must share with 
anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 
I don’t know if Jesus would have also said “those who have two 
cars should share with someone who has none,” but in February, 
at First United Presbyterian Church, I think Jesus did whisper those 
words. And those words were answered. May God be praised and 
may we continue to find ways to care for the needs among us and 
far beyond us.   ~ Pastor Rob

Meet Our Mission Co-Workers
Rev. Kurt Esslinger and Hyeyoung Lee, who serve in South Korea, 
are another of the mission co-worker teams supported by the FUPC 
congregation. The Korean peninsula was controlled by Japan from 
1910-1945. After the defeat of Japan in World War II, the peninsula 
was divided into two zones: a democratic-based government 
was established in the southern region and a communist-style 
government was installed in the north. In recent decades, South 
Korea has become the 13th largest economy in the world and 
is home to large corporations such as Samsung and Hyundai. 
Christianity is the largest faith group in South Korea with almost 
32 percent of the population identifying as Protestant or Catholic. 
Presbyterianism is the largest Protestant tradition. Buddhism is the 
religious preference of nearly a quarter of the population, and just 
over 43 percent of South Koreans claim no religious affiliation. The 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) began working in Korea more than 
a century ago, and the PC(USA) has strong partnerships with the 
Presbyterian Church of Korea and the Presbyterian Church in the 
Republic of (South) Korea.

Kurt and Hyeyoung have two roles as mission co-workers in South 
Korea. First, they both serve as Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) site 
coordinators for the Daejeon, Korea site. The YAV site in South Korea 
is hosted on the campus of Presbyterian-related Hannam University. 
U.S. young adults live in Daejeon for a year at a time as YAVs and 
work with agencies such as children’s centers and soup kitchens to 
support the struggle against poverty, hunger, and homelessness. 
They share a YAV house together and reflect on what it means to 
live in an intentional community, in the midst of another culture, 
and on who God calls us to be, engaging the world around us. They 
see their mission service as a way to empower marginalized people 
in South Korea, nurture young people toward a more profound 
faith experience, and contribute to the future of the PC(USA). 
Preparing young people for service in the PC(USA) is a hallmark 
of the YAV program. Approximately one-third of YAV alums go to 
seminary to prepare for church-related vocations. Many others 

serve the church 
as deacons, elders, 
youth leaders, 
and church school 
teachers.

For Hyeyoung and 
Kurt, the call to a 
church vocation 
came early in life. 
Hyeyoung was a 
college sophomore 
serving as a 
missionary intern 
in the Philippines 
when she sensed 
God calling her to 
ministry. In the Philippines she saw missionaries serving poor and 
oppressed people “with humble attitudes and loving hearts to let 
them know that they are children of God.” Such actions, she says, 
are consistent with the ministry of Jesus, an example she seeks to 
imitate. “I want to follow the path of Jesus Christ, who is my Savior,” 
she says. “To come closer to God, I believe serving the oppressed 
and vulnerable populations is my calling and will broaden my eyes 
and heart to see the Kingdom of God in this world.” Hyeyoung 
holds a Master of Divinity degree from McCormick Theological 
Seminary as well as a Master of Social Work degree from the 
University of Chicago. She received an undergraduate degree from 
Youngnam Theological College and Seminary in South Korea. Prior 
to entering mission service, Hyeyoung was director of programs 
for Korean American Women in Need in Chicago and an adjunct 
professor at Northeastern Illinois University, where she taught 
social welfare policy.

Kurt’s call to ministry came as a 15-year-old member of a church 
youth group that modeled unconditional acceptance of diverse 



Renovations Update

The main portion of the construction 
is complete! Groups have already 

started meeting in the space. On 
February 19, we ended worship with a 
time of refreshments and blessing of 
the space. We are still awaiting several 
furniture items, but we wanted to 
celebrate the major milestone. We can 
always throw another party later! The 
new space will enable us to be an even 
greater resource to the community and 
to the Christian teaching and fellowship 
that will flourish there. We will certainly 
be in a time of transition as we get used 
to the new layout, the new paint colors, 
the new countertops, the new lighting, 
the new audio/visual equipment, etc. 
We are so fortunate to have a church 
filled with positive energy and hope for 
our ministry future. We are confident 
that we will glide over the speedbumps 
of adjustment and use this as an 
opportunity to encourage what lies 
ahead!

people and regarded differences as “gifts from God.” “I realized I 
wanted to be that kind of nurturing presence for others who are 
outcasts, or who are different from me, showing them that they 
belong and are valued for their differences,” he says. That desire 
to bear witness to God’s generous welcome guided him to pursue 
study in other countries and helped him hear God’s call to enter 
mission service first as a YAV and now as a mission co-worker. 
After his YAV experience, Kurt entered McCormick Theological 
Seminary’s Master of Divinity program to prepare for vocational 
ministry. In addition to his degree from McCormick he holds an 
undergraduate degree from Austin College in Sherman, Texas. 
Before his appointment as a mission co-worker, Kurt was director 
and campus minister of Agape House Campus Ministry at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago. He is a member of the Chicago 
Presbytery.

YAVs who serve with Hyeyoung and Kurt will benefit from the 
perspectives the couple bring to the program. As a onetime YAV, 
Kurt knows firsthand the formative influence YAV service can have 
on young people. Hyeyoung, a South Korea native, will be able to 
interpret the Korean society to the YAVs and help them bridge the 
cultural divide. ~ Article excerpts courtesy of persbyterianmission.
org. Read more about Kurt and Hyeyoung at http://tinyurl.com/
hgutl33

Adopt-A-Highway 
This project will start again this spring; watch 
the bulletin and e-Weekly for the dates. If 
your group would like to take a day, contact 
Andy Morgan, 257-1935 or ajm6116@att.
net.

Visit the Mission Committee
The Mission Committee meets in the Conference Room (200) at 
6:30 pm, on the fourth Wednesday each month. Our meetings are 
open to all – we hope you will come visit.
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One Great Hour of Sharing
Once again this Easter, we 
will participate in this special 
offering. Your gift will enable 
the church to share God’s love 
with our neighbors in need 
around the world by providing relief to those 
affected by natural disasters, provide food to 
the hungry and help to empower the poor and 
oppressed. You will find One Great Hour of Sharing 
envelopes in the pew racks in the Sanctuary 
and the Chapel. Please give generously. Sharing 
resources changing lives. Together we can make a 
world of difference. 

Brooms for Sale
Original Kitchenette Brooms make a great gift! 
The cost of the Amish brooms are $10.00. To 
purchase one, contact the Church Office or call 
Dr. Wayne Cox, 397-4343.
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Children & Youth Life
Bible Discovery for Kindergartners
Kindergartners and their parents or grandparents will gather 
in Eversull Hall on the Sundays of March 12 and 19 for the 2017 
Bible Discovery class. During these classes offered at 9:15 am, 
students will learn how to use their own copies of The Children’s 
Illustrated Bible. Bibles will be presented on March 26 during the 
10:30 worship service. For more information, contact Director of 
Christian Education, Stephanie Foltz.

Children’s Chapel
During the season of Lent as we get ready to celebrate the mystery 
of Easter, those who worship in Children’s Chapel will be “on our 
way to Jerusalem” with Jesus showing us the way. Stories during 
March are Mary and Martha, The Lenten Puzzle followed by Jesus 
and the Children, Jesus and Bartimaeus, and Jesus and Zacchaeus. 
Children’s Chapel is a special place of worship where children walk 
more slowly and talk more softly because someone might be 
talking to God. After the time of Sharing Faith with Children during 
the 10:30 worship service, children ages 3 through 3rd grade are 
invited to leave with Worship Leaders and Greeters for a special 
worship time in Children’s Chapel. 

FaithQuest in March  
FaithQuest is the Sunday morning Sunday School class for students 
in grades K-5. The March rotations will be Bible Discovery and The 
Easter Story. Each week, students will meet in the Sanctuary at 9:15 
am and then move to different workshop locations. 

Mound Ridge Summer Camp
Information is now online about summer residential camps 
available at Mound Ridge Retreat Center for our Presbytery 
in Missouri. Check out http://moundridge.org/sample-page/
summer/residential-camp/ for all the details. Scholarship money is 
available from the Brett Williams Campership Fund. See Stephanie 
Foltz for more information.    

March 1:  PYC, KIX, and TIM on Ash Wednesday
The Ash Wednesday service this year is a joint worship service for 
the Belleville Presbyterian congregations hosted by Westminster 
Presbyterian Church. That evening, March 1, PYC, KIX and TIM will 
meet at the normal gathering times, however at Westminster. Bus 
service to Westminster will be provided for those students who 
need transportation. PYC will begin at 5:15 pm, with KIX and TIM 
meeting for dinner at 6:00 pm. Families are invited to come for the 
7:00 pm service. All three groups will end at 8:00 pm when the 
service concludes. Westminster Presbyterian Church is located at  
1419 North 17th Street in Belleville, 1.5 miles from FUPC. 

PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club) News (grades 3-5) 
•  Wednesdays, March  8,  15,  22,  and  29:  Regular meetings of 
PYC, 5:15-7:30 pm; Homework Club will follow until 8:15 for those 
with older siblings in KIX and TIM. 
•  April 1: PYC Mystery Day Save this date for a fun-filled day of 
fellowship and mystery around the greater St. Louis area. 

KIX (Kids in Christ) News (grades 6-8)
•  April 21-22: Save the Date! Presbytery-Wide Middle School 
Retreat Look for details in the bulletin and weekly emails.

Attendance and Giving

   Date Worship Pledges & Contributions
  Attendance as of January 31, 2017
01.01.17      166 Pledged  $44,063.00  
01.08.17     294  Unpledged 8,450.50 
01.15.17     237 Loose Offerings 711.01
01.22.17     275 Per Capita 1,896.00
01.29.17 267 Schnucks eScrip Cards  56.28
   Capital Campaign Funds 28,382.69     
    Additional Information:  
   Online Giving* 5,945.00

* The Online Giving amount is not a separate income, but is incorporated 
in the other income categories. 

If you have questions, please contact the Budget Committee Elder, Joe 
Fedak, 233-1213. 

January 2017

 •  Friday, March 10-Saturday, March 11: TIM Lock-In. Look for 
details in the bulletin and weekly emails.

“Lord’s Supper” Supper  
On a January evening, 
parents, grandparents and 
children gathered around 
tables in the Vista Room 
to share a meal prepared 
by the Christian Education 
Committee. Foods served 
included some that Jesus 
may have eaten. After the 
meal, everyone moved 
to the Sanctuary where 
Pastor Rob explained and 
answered questions about 
the special supper Jesus 
shared with his friends, 
what we call the Lord’s 
Supper or the Sacrament of 
Communion. 

P
H

O
T

O
S

 B
Y

 R
. 

D
Y

E
R

 &
 S

. 
F

O
LT

Z



Presbyterian Community Preschool Corner

Ways to Serve and Give

March 6:  Preschool Registration 
Please share this information with any family or friends who 
might be interested in enrolling their children in the Presbyterian 
Community Preschool. Registration begins on Monday, March 6, 
at 9:00 am. Board members will be in the Commons on Tuesday, 
March 7, from 9:00 am until noon to accept registration packets. 
Families should call the Preschool, 233-4809, and schedule a Meet 
and Greet to learn more about the MWF class for 3 year olds and 
the TTh class for 4 year olds. A $35 registration fee per family is due 
at registration. Tuition will be $150 per month, and a onetime $20 
fee for classroom supplies will be due August 1. 

March 24:  Spaghetti Dinner
The Presbyterian Community 
Preschool will hold its annual 
Spaghetti Dinner and Silent 
Auction Fundraiser on Friday, 
March 24, at 6:00 pm. Everyone 
is invited! Tickets will be on 
sale in Cornell Commons on the Sundays of March 12 and 19 

before and after the 10:30 am worship service. Dinner is $5 per 
person and includes spaghetti, salad and bread. There will also be 
delicious desserts to choose from (with a suggested donation). 
Take-out boxes are available if you cannot stay. Special dietary 
needs? Please let us know, and we will be more than happy to 
accommodate!
 
During the Spaghetti Dinner, there will be a Silent Auction to raise 
money for the Preschool. If you have items to donate, make or 
offer services that can be added to the auction, it would be greatly 
appreciated. Containers for items are located between the two 
Preschool rooms. All contributions, large and small, are greatly 
appreciated with proceeds going towards enrichment for the 
classroom and the children. Hope to see you there for fellowship 
and support of our wonderful Preschool. Thank you!

Check Us Out!
We have a Facebook page. Please visit our Presbyterian Community 
Preschool page and like us. Visit often to learn what is happening 
in the classrooms. 
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March 19:  Veterans’ Life Group
Our Veterans’ Life Group is coming together with many 
ideas on how we might serve in 2017. Throughout the year 
we hope to sponsor several events that honor our Veterans 
and their families. Current plans include:
•  Needs Among Us Sunday: This is such an important 
event that we hope to take on a project or need as a 
group: Team Veterans helping our church members.
•  Church  BBQ: Saturday, May 27. (Memorial Day 
weekend). Our intent is to make this a free BBQ for 
veterans and their families as our way of honoring their 
service. More details to follow. Please Save the Date!
•  Quilts  of  Valor: This wonderful, patriotic idea was 
introduced by our member, Diane Richardson. The idea 
was immediately approved for roll-out throughout the 

year. Watch for the program 
announcement in a March 
church service.
•  Monthly  Fellowship 
Breakfasts: These informal 
gatherings have proven to 
be very popular and are open 
to all church members. We 
meet the second Thursday of each month at 7:30 am, at 
Denny’s, 1130 S. Illinois, Belleville.

Our regular meetings are held every other month, 
following the 10:30 service at 12:00 pm. The next meeting 
is on March 19, in the Conference Room. We are blessed 
by all the prayers and support we are receiving. Thank you.

March 5, 12, 19, 26 and April 2:  Merry Mates’ Plant Sale
Look for order forms and a sign-up table for the Annual Merry 
Mates’ Plant Sale. Order beautiful spring flowers in time for spring 
planting and Mother’s Day! Plants will be picked up in the Gym on 
Saturday, May 6, from 9:00 am until noon. 

March 18:  Rummage Sale
It’s time again to think about reducing, recycling and repurposing 
household items. The PW/Helmsmen Rummage Sale will be March 
18. Please consider cleaning out closets, garages and storage areas 
for unused items in good and working condition. Please no TVs 

or large furniture. Starting on March 2, items may be brought to 
the Gym and placed behind the dividers. We accept most anything 
two people can carry! Pick up of small loads will be available: call 
Jean or Andy Morgan, 257-1935, or Dee or John Mann, 624-3040. 
If you are moving or going away before then, we may be able to 
store items for you.

March 22:  Prayer Shawl Ministry
Looking for something different to do on these winter days? Try 
“Chix with Sticks.” This happy bunch of ladies welcomes church 
members and their friends or neighbors. We will next meet on 
March 22, at Betty McRoberts’ house. Come about 9:00 am for 
coffee and rolls and see what we are all about. For information, call 
235-3197. In a little over nine years, 1,530 prayer shawls have been 
gifted. Come join this very blessed ministry! 
~ Betty McRoberts



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1
Ash Wednesday
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:30 am Deacons’ Prayer Group
2:00 pm Personnel Committee

The following events will be 
held at Westminster:
5:15 pm PYC
6:00 pm KIX & TIM Youth 
  Supper

7:00 pm Ash Wednesday 
  Service, Westminster

THURSDAY, MARCH 2
Begin Bringing Rummage 
  Sale Items
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available 
6:00 pm United Bells
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Equipping Team

FRIDAY, MARCH 3
11:30 am PW Gathering
6:00 pm Illinois Heat Volleyball
6:30 pm Sand Dollars

SATURDAY, MARCH 4

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
12:00 pm College & Young 
  Adult
12:00 pm Home Centered 
  Communion
12:30 pm Grief Support Group

MONDAY, MARCH 6
9:00 am Preschool Registration 
  Begins
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
7:00 pm Church Volleyball
7:00 pm Preschool Board

TUESDAY, MARCH 7
9:00 am Preschool Registration 
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
3:00 pm Prime Chime
5:30 pm Evangelism 
  Committee
6:00 pm Woodcarvers

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:00 am Faith in Fiction
10:00 am Library Committee
5:15 pm PYC
6:00 pm KIX & TIM Youth
  Supper
6:30 pm Membership 
  Committee
6:30 pm Wednesday Night Live
7:00 pm Deacons

THURSDAY, MARCH 9
7:30 am Veterans’ Group 
  Breakfast (Off Site)
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available
12:00 pm Faith Community
5:15 pm Adult Education 
  Subcommittee
6:00 pm Illinois Heat Volleyball
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

FRIDAY, MARCH 10
5:30 pm TIM Lock-In Begins
6:00 pm Merry Mates
7:00 pm MaryMarthas 

SATURDAY, MARCH 11 
12:00 pm TIM Lock-In Ends

SUNDAY, MARCH 12
 Daylight Savings Time 
   Begins 
Celebrate the Gifts of  
  Women
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Bible Discovery Class
9:15 am Confirmation Class
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship & Celebrate 
  the Gifts of Women
12:30 pm Grief Support Group

MONDAY, MARCH 13
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers 
7:00 pm Church Volleyball
7:00 pm Trustees

TUESDAY, MARCH 14
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
3:00 pm Prime Chime
6:30 pm Session

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:00 am Loaves & Fishes
9:30 am Deacons’  Prayer Group
11:30 am Hannah Circle  
5:15 pm PYC
5:30 pm Worship Committee
6:00 pm KIX & TIM Youth
  Supper
6:30 pm Vision Committee 
6:30 pm Wednesday Night Live

THURSDAY, MARCH 16
College Service Day
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

FRIDAY, MARCH 17
STEEPLE Deadline
Preschool Papa John’s Pizza 
  Fundraiser

SATURDAY, MARCH 18
8:00 am Rummage Sale
6:00 pm Helmsmen 

SUNDAY, MARCH 19
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Bible Discovery Class
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
12:00 pm Veterans’ Group
12:00 pm Youth Ministries 
  Committee

MONDAY, MARCH 20
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers 
7:00 pm Church Volleyball

TUESDAY, MARCH 21
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
1:00 pm Lamplighters
3:00 pm Prime Chime
6:00 pm Stewardship 
  Committee
6:30 pm Christian Education 
  Committee

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:30 am Prayer Shawl Ministry
5:15 pm PYC
6:00 pm KIX & TIM Youth
  Supper

6:30 pm Wednesday Night Live
6:30 pm Mission Committee

THURSDAY, MARCH 23
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

FRIDAY, MARCH 24
6:00 pm Preschool Spaghetti 
  Dinner

SATURDAY, MARCH 25

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship and Bible 
  Presentations
7:00 pm Tapping Into Faith 
  (Off Site)

MONDAY, MARCH 27
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers
7:00 pm Church Volleyball

TUESDAY, MARCH 28
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
3:00 pm Prime Chime
6:00 pm Stephen Ministry

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 
11:00 am Rotary Chili Day
5:15 pm PYC
6:00 pm KIX & TIM Youth
  Supper
6:30 pm Wednesday Night Live

THURSDAY, MARCH 30
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available
6:00 pm Illinois Heat Volleyball
6:00 pm United Bells
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

FRIDAY, MARCH 31
9:30 am PWCT Meeting
6:00 pm Illinois Heat Volleyball

Calendar of Events March 2017
 

S AV E  T H E  D AT E

April 1
PYC Mystery Day

April 1
Empower-Me 

Luncheon (Project 
Compassion)

April 21
Presbytery Middle 

School Retreat

April 22
PW Salad 

Luncheon & 
Fashion Show

April 30
Youth Sunday 

Senior Recognition

April 15
Bunny Breakfast

Legacy Please 
remember First 
United in your will.

Per Capita
The Per Capita 
apportionment for 
2017 is $31.00 per 
member. Per Capita is 
a fundamental way in 
which nearly 11,000 
congregations of the 
Presbyterian Church 
(USA) are connected 
with their Presbytery 
and participate 
in the work and 
governance of the 
wider church. Your Per 
Capita contribution 
is encouraged 
and appreciated. 
~ Stewardship 
Committee



KIX STL Getaway

Souper Bowl 
of Caring

Visiting Cambridge House

The KIX youth spent a night in St Louis 

at the AMEN House.  First, they headed 

off for some highly intense competition at 

Great American Human Foosball.  Next, 

they worked on their listening skills and 

discussed similarities and differences, as 

well as what it means to disagree with 

someone and what it means to stand up for 

something.  Sunday morning started with 

worship at Oak Hill Presbyterian Church, 

and the trip concluded with preparing 

meals at SLU’s Campus Kitchen program.

Thank you for donating 

to the Souper Bowl 

of Caring!  $476.55 and 

items were donated 

to the Belleville 

Community 

Interfaith Food 

Pantry.

Preschoolers 

visited the 

residents of 

Cambridge House 

to sing, deliver 83 

valentines, and share 

books.
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F I R S T   U N I T E D
P R E S B Y T E R I A N

Senior Pastor / Head of Staff
rdyer@firstunitedpres.org
The Rev. Robert J. Dyer

Director of Christian Education
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org

Stephanie Foltz

Director of Youth Ministries
Director of Equipping Ministries

kkautz@firstunitedpres.org
Kaitie Kautz

Director of Music
ajensen@firstunitedpres.org

Andy Jensen

Organist/Accompanist
Dennis Bergin

Office Staff (8:00 am - 2:00 pm)
lorlet@firstunitedpres.org

LuAnn Orlet 

Financial Secretary (12:30 - 4:30 pm)
polson@firstunitedpres.org

Pat Olson

Art Director
jhalton@firstunitedpres.org

Jody Halton

Director of Audio/Video Ministries
videoministry@firstunitedpres.org

Loren Elliott

Maintenance Supervisor
Jim Hoffman

Custodian
Herschel Bey

Sunday Childcare
Sue Hall, Supervisor

Joslynn Brooks, Provider

Parish Nurse
ajlied1@aol.com
Joyce Lied, RN

The Steeple
Articles and Suggestions

TheSteeple@firstunitedpres.org

OUR STAFF
LENTEN SERVICES

March 1
Ash Wednesday Service

7:00 pm 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 

Meeting Jesus 
The Rev. Meg Overstreet 
The Rev. Robert J. Dyer

April 13
Maundy Thursday

7:00 pm 
Westminster Presbyterian Church

April 14
Good Friday

7:00 pm
First United Presbyterian Church


