
Sermon Schedule
Sunday, July 5

Sunday, July 12
Traditions 

(8:15, 10:45)
Rev. Zach Roberts

ConneXion
 (10:45)

Rev. Michael Mattox

Pray with  us

Sunday, July 19

Traditions 
(8:15, 10:45)

Rev. Michael Mattox

Sunday, July 26

ConneXion
(10:45)

Rev. Zach Roberts
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Traditions 
(8:15, 10:45)

Rev. Michael Mattox

ConneXion
(10:45)

Rev. Zach Roberts

Thoughts From the Pastor
Let us pray and be thankful that we 
live in a country where we are free 

to worship.  Pray for our country as 
we celebrate our birth as a nation 

and move into the summer months.

REV. MICHAEL MATTOX 

Traditions 
(8:15, 10:45)

Rev. Micahel Mattox

ConneXion
 (10:45)

Rev. Zach Roberts

Goodbyes, Hellos, Moving Forward, Looking Back—those are some of my thoughts these days.  This is 
our Centennial Year… we will celebrate 100 years of being in ministry in downtown Hot Springs without a 
major destructive tragedy like a fire or a flood.  That time span takes us to exactly 100 years in August when 
we’ll gather in one unified service on Sunday, August 9, 2015 exactly one hundred years and one day from 
the time earlier Methodists entered the just-completed sanctuary at the corner of Orange Street and Central 

Avenue.  I am inviting all the former pastors I can find to be 
with us that day.  The service will be in the historic sanctuary 
at 10:45 a.m., and my sermon title for that day will be “We’ve 
Come This Far By Faith!”  Maggie Foster has convened a 
delightful Centennial Committee and each member is totally 
dedicated to a day full of joy and celebration. 

At the same time, I rejoice in our upcoming Charge 
Conference to consider moving forward—purchasing land 
just south of that beautiful historic sanctuary…the present 
site of the old Howard Johnson Hotel.  That conference 
will take place on the second Sunday in July in the historic 
sanctuary.  As we gather, perhaps we all should try to ponder 
how our spiritual forbearers would have reacted to such 
possibilities.  If I read our centennial history correctly, I 
believe they would have urged us forward to make bold 
steps in faith.  For surely, after undergoing horrific personal 

loss of homes, businesses, and even their places of worship, they still persevered.  That is the key, isn’t it… 
perseverance—being able to keep moving forward, even in spite of great difficulty.  May their courageous 
spirit reside, still, in us!

And I’m having thoughts of goodbyes and anticipating hellos in the very near future.  For nearly a month, 
our Search Committee has been gleaning through 25 profoundly gifted resumes from individuals all over the 
country, seeking to be our next Director of Music Ministry.  Through their keen and judicious committee 
work, it won’t be too much longer before a new director is hired.  In the midst of the change and transition, 
the music ministry of the church continues to bless lives and renders joyous praise each and every Sunday 
morning.  I urge you to thank a choir member when you see one and pat him or her on the back! 

Like you, I will miss our Director of Youth Ministries, Bart Patton.  He will bless many more lives in his new 
position at the Argyle United Methodist Church in Texas.  I will be convening a Search Committee to work 
on finding our new Director in the next few days.  You will want to show Bart and his precious family, Jenny 
and their children—Will and Becca—your love and appreciation on Sunday, July 12th at noon following 
the Connexion and Traditions Services.  We’ll gather at a farewell reception at noon in the Atrium of the 
Christian Life Center.  I thank the Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee for coordinating the event.  
You are in my prayers daily.  With God’s help, we can do far greater things than we can ever imagine on our 
own.  I thank you for being a part of this congregation that seeks to make a difference in Hot Springs.  A 
creed we used this summer in our experimental worship service called Mosaic continues to touch my heart 
and urge me forward in faithfulness.  It affirms the journey of faith which sometimes has as many questions 
as it has “answers”… for indeed, that’s the way a faith journey is!  God bless you. 



Don’t miss! 
Upcoming Events

Like FUMC Hot Springs 
on Facebook

 Follow on Instagram & 
Twitter: @fumchotsprings

Phone: (501) 623-6668
Fax: (501) 623-2293

Email: mkdugan@fumchs.com
www.fumchotsprings.org

Listen to our 10:45 AM 
traditional worship service 

every week 
on 104.5 FM!

Deadline for the Messenger: 
the 15th of each month

Connect
with us!

In our prayers... 

July 13-16
VBS Week

9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
Christian Life Center

Sunday, July 12
Charge Conference

6:30 p.m.
Christian Life Center

Sunday, July 19
Board of Stewards

5:30 p.m.
Christian Life Center

 Christian Sympathy goes 
to:

 Dick Douglass in the passing 
of his mother, Margaret 
Douglass; Wade and Eg 
Bradley in the passing of 
Wade’s mother, Wilma 

Bradley; Linda Holmes and 
Leslie Ballentine Kerst in the 

passing of their
mother, Louise Cain; Dr. 

Louis and Kaye Poole and in 
the passing of Louis’ mother, 

Gloria Poole.  

Please keep these families in 
your prayers.

Our Bereavement Committee appreciates all those who help and cherish the faithfulness our church members have 
shown to our church and to the families of our congregation.  They will be publishing recipes that members have 
prepared for the family meals and receptions each month. 

Danah Murray’s Cranberry Jello Salad
1 large can whole cranberry sauce
1 large strawberry jello
1 large crushed pineapple (do not drain)
1 cup pecans - optional
1 1/2 cups water
1( 8 oz.) sour cream

Dissolve jello in  boiling water.  Add cranberry sauce and pineapple.  Pour
1/2 of mixture in a bowl.  Refrigerate until firm. Top with sour cream and
pecans, if desired.  Add remaining jello mixture.
Refrigerate.

Outreach Ministries
CANDY POIRIEROutreach News

The Outreach committee has been active this year supporting many of our church’s programs. Speakers 
from various ministries have updated us on their work at our monthly meetings. We prepared 250 health 
and personal care kits for Samaritan Ministries, Open Door at Jones Mill, and CCMC.  The Easter offering 
was very successful, providing over $21,000 to local and international ministries. The Sunday Love Lunch 
Program at Jackson House received a $300 donation to help continue their work to feed those in need on 
Sundays.

The Dollars for Mission fund for the year ending April 30th totaled $6,480 and was given to Samaritan 
Ministries and our Open Arms Food Pantry.  Samaritan received $4,600 to build a tool room for 
safekeeping tools used in their woodworking projects and to purchase computer equipment and 
information technology services. The balance of $1,840 was given to Open Arms for food purchases.
The Dollars for Mission fund includes the loose dollar bills in the collection plates each Sunday, 
accumulated for a year. The funds are intended to help local ministries with a significant need to further 
their work. Including this year, over $34,000 has been distributed from the fund. What a powerful impact 
the loose dollar bills given each week have in our community.

Dinner and a Movie
Thursday evening on July 9th, enjoy dinner and a movie in the Christian Life Center.  We 
will enjoy dinner before the movie in the Holy Grounds Café (upstairs) at 4:30pm and the 
movie And So It Goes at 5:00 p.m. in the movie room of the Children’s wing.  The cost is 
$5 for all you can eat and popcorn!  Call Candy to reserve a spot at (501) 623-6668 ext. 
117.  

UMCOR 
We will be traveling to Baldwin, La. November 29 through December 4.  The deadline 
to sign up and turn in money is July 15th.   All papers need to be filled out when your money is turned 
in.  The cost is $250, which includes meals and lodging.  Please call Candy at (501) 623-6668 ext. 117 to 
receive your papers.  Looking forward to a great trip.

Volunteer at Open Arms
We are always looking for volunteers to help us at our Open Arms 
Food Pantry every Tuesday at 2:00 p.m.  Summer vacation is the 
perfect opportunity to volunteer with your family and help those 
in need in your community.  Rovert, Sabrina, and Bartley Bledsoe 
helped out at Open Arms with Nena O’Brien and several other 
volunteers during their summer vacation.  For more information on 
volunteering and to sign up, call Candy at (501) 623-6668 ext. 117.

Breavement Committee Recipes



A Letter From the Bishop
June 26, 2015

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
 
I am writing in response to today’s ruling by the United States Supreme Court that legalizes same gender marriage.
 
I do so primarily from a pastoral perspective because I am the bishop of all United Methodists in Arkansas. This includes those of you 
who are celebrating the outcome, as well as those of you who are hurting because you believe the Court made the wrong decision. 
 
I trust you believe – and even more importantly have experienced – that you are still brothers and sisters in Christ with those with 
whom you disagree about this matter. Not because you like them personally or ‘agree to disagree,’ but because Jesus Christ has made 
us all part of the Body of Christ.
 
The United Methodist Church holds a tension regarding the issue of same gender marriage. On the one hand, the church has clearly 
stated that congregations cannot host same gender marriages on church property and that United Methodist pastors cannot perform 
them. On the other hand, the church strives to protect the civil rights of all persons.
 
So where do we go from here?
 
Quite simply, the Supreme Court decision changes nothing as far as The United Methodist Church is concerned because only the 
General Conference has the authority to do that. In light of this, I want to offer a few guidelines for pastors and congregations.

• Clergy and Boards of Trustees may not allow any United Methodist sanctuaries, buildings or property to be used for same-gender 
marriages. To do so is a clear violation of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church.

• Clergy can assist same gender couples in finding other venues for their weddings; provide pre-marital counseling; attend the 
ceremony; read scripture, pray or offer a meditation; and lift up newly married same gender couples in worship or church 
communication.  

• Clergy cannot preside over the wedding ceremony, specifically the vows, exchange of rings or the declaration and pronouncement 
of marriage; sign the certificate of marriage; or participate in any way that makes it appear to those present that they are 
conducting the wedding. 

The church always must address the issues of our world. However, we can choose to do so in ways that do not reinforce the divisive 
patterns of polarization that so mark our culture today. One of the most important ways we can do this is to treat each others as 
brothers and sisters in Christ, whose grace is so powerful it unites us when we divide ourselves.
 
I hope that we will not allow issues around human sexuality to become what defines The United Methodist Church. Instead, may we 
deal with them as we continue to carry out our mission of creating vital congregations that make disciples of Jesus Christ, who make 
disciples equipped to transform lives, communities and the world.
 
Please feel to get in touch with me if it will be helpful and please join me in praying for the unity of the Church in a divided world. 
God bless you.

Grace and peace,

Bishop Gary Mueller

A Charge Conference is called July 12th where the Board of Trustees will present a proposal to the congregation regarding the purchase 
of the former Howard Johnson Hotel property adjacent to the church.  An offer of $810,000 has been made by the Trustees to purchase 
the property, and bids received to demolish the building in a safe and environmentally clean way total $458,000.

For many years, church leaders have attempted to acquire the property but the owners would not sell.  This is our first opportunity to 
come this far in negotiations.  Your prayers are needed as we seek the congregation’s approval through the Charge Conference vote.  The 
Charge Conference is the official policy-making body of the church, composed of over 100 church members who are elected to conduct 
the church’s business. The Charge Conference is set for Sunday, July 12th at 6:30 p.m. in the historic sanctuary.

Upcoming Charge Conference
REV. MICHAEL MATTOX



Special Gifts
In Memory of Kyle Whittington
  From Irene Holt
In Memory of Marie Hall (Mother of
      Ron Hall)
 From The FUMC Choir
In Memory of Louise Cain
 From Joseph & Gretta Kaufman
 From Arlean Rogers
 From Genesis Sunday School Class
In Honor of Stephen Ministry 
 From Steve Oliver
In Honor of Doug Miller
 From Steve Oliver
In Honor of Our Prayer Team 
 From John & Mary Hazard
In Appreciation for use of The Underground
 From YAC (Youth Advisory Council)

Stephen Ministry
DOUG MILLER

Sunday, June 28, was Stephen Ministry Sunday at the First 
United Methodist Church Hot Springs. We had 19 active Stephen 
Ministers who took part in promoting our congregation’s 
Christian care giving program that Sunday. Stephen Ministers 
were visible at the service and available to answer questions and 
to talk about our Stephen Ministry program.  Many members 
of our congregation will receive personal invitations to become 
Stephen Ministers and to apply for the training program required 
of all Stephen Ministers beginning in September.

If you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, please 
contact any Stephen Minister or pastor. We need you and 
would like to talk about it with you more. This is a fantastic way 
to put your Faith into Action.  You can learn more about the 
Stephen Minister program by visiting our church’s web page at 
fumchotsprings.org where you can see a video describing the 
impact of a Stephen Minister upon a Care Receiver, or learn 
more about our own Stephen Ministers. Please pray for one of 
our congregation’s most important ministries.
 
If you know of someone, whether a member of our congregation or not, who is having a 
difficult time which may be testing his/her faith, perhaps a Stephen Minister could help.  
Discuss any such situation with a pastor or any Stephen Minister.

Thank You!
A very big thank you to our faithful congregation for voting First United Methodist 
Church the Best Place to Worship in the Sentenel-Record’s Reader’s Choice Awards for the 
third year in a row!



Children’s Ministries
MICHELLE WILKINS

EVEREST | VBS 2015 is coming!
Monday, July 13-Thursday July 16

9:00am - noon
Embark on an icy expedition where kids overcome obstacles with God’s awesome power.  Anchor kids in 
rock-solid Bible truths that will guide them through life’s challenges.  Kids love meeting new friends in 
their Climbing Crews. A single Bible Point is reinforced throughout each daily activity! Each day, leaders 
reinforce one simple Bible truth- which makes it easy for kids to remember and apply to real life!

Registration is NOW OPEN for children who have had their 3rd birthday by August 1st, 2014 through 
those who will have completed 3rd grade by May of 2015.  Enroll online today:  https://childrens.wufoo.com/forms/fumc-vacation-
bible-school-registration/
    
    CAMP 45 Mission Camp
     July 13th-17th
                9am-noon each day
    (completed) 4th & 5th graders
 
We will go on daily mini-mission trips throughout Hot Springs to help others in our community! Check-in & out each day at the 
FUMC Christian Life Center.   Register online today from the fumchotsprings.org website, or directly at:  https://cminister.wufoo.com/
forms/camp-45-mission-camp-july-13-july-16-2015/00

VBS Shepherds Needed!
We are currently in search of shepherds for all age levels! If you are interested in helping with VBS and prefer not to teach, but love kids, 
this is the job for you!!!!  Shepherds simply guide a group of 8-10 kids from station to station during VBS.  They are there to offer support 
to the children and teachers.  If you are interested in helping, PLEASE sign up online by visiting our website and clicking on children and 
VBS.  Please prayerfully consider this opportunity to serve God by helping with VBS! 

Bible Boot Camp
For 3rd & 4th Graders at Camp Tanako
Friday, August 21, 6Pm – Saturday, August 22, 3pm
Cost:  $40
Register online:   http://www.fumchotsprings.org/#/children
Deadline is August 14th



LESLEE JONES

Child Development Center Update

Farewell From Bart Patton

Miranda Burris Awarded the First Child Development
Associate Assessment Scholarship
Congratulations to Miranda Burris, who recently completed the 120-clock hour CDA training 
course offered through Hot Springs National Park College Child Care Aware and Community  
and Corporate Training Center’s Continuing Education Program, and is the first recipient of the 
newly created Child Development Associate Assessment Scholarship awarded by the training 
program.  The scholarship pays for a portion of the assessment process for CDA.   Miranda is 

awaiting assessment by a Professional Development 
Specialist with the Council for Professional 
Recognition.

The training course focuses directly on the understandings and skills necessary 
to provide high quality care and education for young children.  When Miranda 
successfully completes the assessment process, she will be awarded a CDA 
Credential, which is nationally recognized and is required by some programs 
in Arkansas and in the nation.   Three other CDC employees also have CDA 
Credentials:  Shannon Jones, Assistant Director, and formerly a teacher of 
toddlers, Sherry Lunsford, Pre-K teacher and Brittany Lookadoo, teacher 
of infants.   Janet Crawley, who teachers the older Pre-K children, has three 
Associate’s degrees and one Bachelor’s Degree.

Miranda has been with the CDC for about a year.  She is a great co-worker who 
is loved by the parents of the children in her group.  The children absolutely adore her and it is a joy to observe her interactions 
with the children and her willingness to follow their lead in classroom experiences.  Simply put, Miranda embodies the qualities 
that are so important for a teacher of young children to process.

It is with a strange mix of emotions that I say goodbye to this dear congregation and prepare to follow God’s leading into a new 
opportunity for service as Minister to Youth and Families at Argyle UMC in Argyle, Texas. Thank you. You have loved us well. I 
thank you for your trust and your partnership. It has indeed been a great honor and privilege to serve your families and work with 
the spectacular youth of FUMC. I have great hopes for their futures and for the immediate future of the FUMC youth ministry. These 
young men and women are mature, discerning, creative, and spiritual. They understand what it means to be disciples who make 
disciples, and are living that reality out in their contexts. It has been so powerful for Jenny and I to watch our own children look up to 
your youth as role models. It has been a deep joy to watch them learn, serve, and grow even for this short time. It has been a joy and 
great privilege to have also had opportunities to preach and teach at FUMC Hot Springs. I am grateful to Pastors Michael and Zach for 
allowing me these opportunities. It has been an honor to serve alongside and collaborate with such a spectacular ministry staff. I have 
appreciated these opportunities to connect with many generations under our steeple. You are indeed a special community of faith with 
an incredible heritage and bright future.

My family and I are grateful for your kindness, grace, acceptance, and patience. We are deeply appreciative for the many opportunities 
for ministry, growth, and discipleship that we’ve had here at FUMC over the past almost three years. We have been blessed by your 
personal friendships and ministry partnerships. Please be in prayer for us as we transition to North Texas, as I remain in prayer for 
you all and for the congregation, as you continue to love, serve, and reach the Hot Springs community with the life-changing story of 
Jesus.

Blessings-

Bart

Join us at Bart’s Farewell Reception on Sunday, July 12 at noon in the Christian Life Center atrium.  Everyone is welcome!



July Calendar
Sunday, July 12
Traditions Worship      8:15 AM
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Traditions Worship (Sanctuary)          10:45 AM
ConneXion Worship (CLC)   10:45 AM
Disciples Pastor’s Bible Study         5:00 PM
Charge Conference Meeting     6:00 PM

Monday, July 13
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL WEEK
Pilates        8:30 AM
Emmaus Women’s Group Meeting        9:00 AM

Tuesday, July 14
Vacation Bible School      9:00 AM
Rogers-Moore Circle                            10:00 AM
Open Arms Food Pantry      2:00 PM

Wednesday, July 15
Vacation Bible School       9:00 AM
Pilates        8:30 AM
Ho Hum Low Impact Exercise     9:00 AM
Worship Design Meeting    10:00 AM
Romeo       11:30 AM
Intercessory Prayer Group       4:00 PM
Children’s Council      5:30 PM

Thursday, July 15
Vacation Bible School        9:00AM

Friday, July 16
Pilates        8:30 AM
Ho Hum Low Impact Exercise     9:00 AM

Sunday, July 19
Traditions Worship      8:15 AM
Chapel Communion      9:30 AM
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Traditions Worship (Sanctuary)         10:45 AM
ConneXion Worship (CLC)   10:45 AM
Acolyte Luncheon    12:30 PM
Pastors Disciplines Bible Study     5:00 PM
Board of Stewards Meeting      5:30 PM

Monday, July 20
Pilates        8:30 AM
Emmaus Women’s Group Meeting       9:00 AM
UMW Board Meeting       1:30 PM

Tuesday, July 21
Methodist Men’s Breakfast    7:00 AM
Open Arms Food Pantry     2:00 PM

Wednesday, July 22
Pilates      8:30 AM
Ho Hum Low Impact Exercise   9:00 AM
Worship Design Meeting  10:00 AM
Romeo                   11:30 AM
Intercessory Prayer Group     4:00 PM

Friday, July 24
Pilates      8:30 AM
Ho Hum Low Impact Exercise   9:00 AM

Sunday, July 26
Traditions Worship (Sanctuary)   8:15 AM
Sunday School     9:30 AM
Traditions Worship (Sanctuary)        10:45 AM
ConneXion Worship (CLC)   10:45 AM
Pastors Disciplines Bible Study   5:00 PM

Monday, July 27
Pilates      8:30 AM

Tuesday, July 28
Open Arms Food Pantry    2:00 PM

Wednesday, July 29
Pilates      8:30 AM
Ho Hum Low Impact Exercise   9:00 AM
Worship Design Meeting                 10:00 AM
Romeo     11:30 AM
Intercessory Prayer Group     4:00 PM

Friday, July 31
Pilates      8:30 AM
Ho Hum Low Impact Exercise   9:00 AM

Wednesday, July 1
Pilates      8:30 AM
Ho Hum Low Impact Exercise   9:00 AM
Roger- Moore Circle   10:00AM
Worship Design Meeting  10:00 AM
Romeo     11:30 AM
Intercessory Prayer Group                   4:00 PM
Chancel Choir Rehearsal        6:15 PM

Friday, July 3
OFFICE CLOSED

Saturday, July 4
Happy Independance Day! 

Sunday, July 5
Early Service Choir Rehearsal   7:45 AM
Traditions Worship    8:15 AM
Sunday School     9:30 AM
Chancel Choir Warm up  10:15 AM
Traditions Worship (Sanctuary)       10:45 AM
ConneXion Worship (CLC)               10:45 AM
Evangelism Team Meeting   12:00 PM
Pastors Disciplines Bible Study    5:00 PM

Monday, July 6
CAMP JAM-A-LOTTA WEEK   
Pilates      8:30 AM
Emmaus Women’s Group Meeting     9:00 AM

Tuesday, July 7
Camp Jam-A-Lotta    8:30 AM
Outreach Meeting      1:30 PM
Open Arms Pantry     2:00 PM
Board of Trustees Meeting     5:15 PM
Stephen Ministry Leadership Mtg.    5:30 PM
Family Life Meeting     6:00 PM
Genesis Class      6:00 PM
Stephen Ministry Supervision Mtg.     6:00 PM

Wednesday, July 8
Camp Jam-A-Lotta    8:30 AM
Pilates      8:30 AM
Ho Hum Low Impact Exercise     9:00 AM
Worship Design Meeting                 10:00 AM
Romeo                   11:30 AM
Knitwits Meeting                                    1:00 PM
Intercessory Prayer Group      4:00 PM
Praying For Revival     4:30 PM

Thursday, July 9
Camp Jam-A-Lotta    8:30 AM
Senior Saints Dinner & Movie    4:30 PM

Friday, July 10
Pilates      8:30 AM
Ho Hum Low Impact Exercise   9:00 AM



First United Methodist Church
1100 Central Avenue
Hot Springs, AR  71901

“We are a community of faith, connecting people to God, to each other, and to the world.”

Welcome Our New FUMC Members & Baptisms!

Kevin Nicholson

Baptised (not pictured): Patrick McMillen-Wolf, son of Andrew Wolf & Megan McMillen-Wolf


