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Pastor Rickôs sermons are added to our website on Sundays, after the 11 a.m. service. Go to www.fumctullahoma.com, 
select ñsermonsò and ñview media player.ò From there you may select the sermon you want to listen to. 

Upcoming Sermons 

The MessageñPastor Rickey Wade 

Wise People 
Most of us have seen the church sign that reads, ñWise men still seek 
Him!ò  It is a true statement.  Wise people seek to know the Lord, and  
follow in his will.   
 

Obviously,  the reference to wise men is that of the Magi who  
followed the star in the East until it stopped over the place 
where they found Jesus and his mother Mary (Saint Matthew 
2:11).  When they found him, they worshipped him.  They  
presented gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  What may 
not be so obvious is who the Magi were, and how they would 
have been viewed by the Jewish leaders. 

ñMagiò is the Greek word which we may translate as astrologer, or even magician.  They were soothsayers, people 
who looked to the stars for signs from the gods.  They were Pagans who worshipped any number of gods, but did not 
know the God of Israel.  The Magi would not have been people respected by the Jewish leaders.  They would have 
been considered unclean Gentiles with whom a pious Jew should refrain from association. (As a reference to Israelôs 
rejection of divination, soothsaying, and such read Leviticus 19:26 and Deuteronomy 18:10).  Nevertheless, the Magi 
were looking for the Savior of the world while the Jewish leaders were content to hang around the Temple. 
 

Maybe the message of Saint Matthew is that Jesus is the Savior of all people.  This means that Jesus came for all  
people ï for instance, ñIt is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sickò (Saint Matthew 
9:12).  This is a message for those of the Church, and those not associated with the Church.  We (the Church) exists  
for leading all people to Jesus.  We do this through a never-ending process.  The process looks something like this: 1) 
A person is led to a saving faith in Jesus Christ.  2) That same person then learns the way of Christ (becomes one who 
follows Jesus, a disciple).  3) That same person then goes into the world and shares Christ with others.  4) Some or all 
those others then come to a saving faith in Jesus Christ.  5) The process repeats.  
 

For those of the Church this means that we should realize that God is tremendously interested in the lost.  This also 
means that folks of the Church must step outside of our normal group and build real relationships with those who do 
not know Christ.  For those not associated with the Church this means God is looking for them, longing for them, and 
graciously calling them into a saving relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

In either case, the story of Jesus calls us all to repentance.  All of us need to change our ways such that our ways are  
in line with Jesusô ways.  This is true for those in the Church, and those who are not.  It is to say that we all need to be 
looking for Jesus.  Why? Because Jesus said, ñI stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with meò (Revelation 3:20).  The ñWise Menò offered  
Jesus temporal gifts; Jesus offers an eternal gift.  Will you join with me in 2018 to offer this gift to as many as possible 
in Tullahoma, Tennessee?    

God bless, 
Pastor Rick 

ñJourney With Jesus:  Rough Ways Made Smoothò 
January 7th:      ñJesus for the Worldò  Saint Matthew 2:1-12 
 

January 14th:    ñFruit Worthy of Repentanceò  Saint Luke   
    3:7-8a, 10-14, 21-22 
 

January 21st:    ñYou Will Not Dieò  Genesis 3:1-6 
 

January 28th:    ñU-Turns Encouragedò  Psalm 119:59-60 
 

February 4th:    ñ3 No & 3 Yesò  Saint John 21:15-19 
 

February 11th:  ñItôs All Graceò  Ephesians 2:1-10 
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Ongoing Activities 

Sundays 
¶ High School Youth Group 5-7 p.m. (starts back  
  January 7th) 
 

Tuesdays 

¶ Knitting Group (3rd, 4th, & 5th Tuesdays), 10 a.m.,  
   room #4 in the Family Activity Center 

¶ Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial Assistance 12-2 
p.m. (starts back January 9th) 

¶ Boy Scouts 7-8 p.m. 
 

Wednesdays (activities start back January 10th) 
¶ Dossett Chapel Activities 3:30-5 p.m. (starts back        
January 17th) 
¶ Instrumental Ensemble 5:30-6:15 p.m. 
¶ Middle School Youth Group 6-8 p.m. 
¶ Choir Rehearsal 6:30-7:45 p.m. 
¶ High School Youth Disciple I 6:30 p.m. 
¶ Adult Bible Study 6:30-8 p.m. 
 

Thursdays 

¶ Henry Center Food Pantry, Financial Assistance, &  
   Clothes Closet 12-2 p.m. (starts back January 4th) 

¶ Handbells 5:30 p.m. (starts back January 11th) 
 

Fridays 
¶ Adult Art Group, 10 a.m., art room upstairs in main bldg. 

Sunday Mornings 

8 a.m.        WorshipðTraditional Service  
                   in the Sanctuary 
9 a.m.       WorshipðModern Service  
                   in Family Activity Center 
10 a.m.        Sunday School - various  
                   locations in the main building        
                   and Family Activity Center 
10:30 a.m.  Dossett Chapel Sunday School 
11 a.m.       WorshipðTraditional Service  
                   in the  Sanctuary 

Whatôs Happening In January 

Sunday, December 31st - Partners for 
Healing 5th Sunday offering collection 
 

Sunday, December 31st - taking down 
Christmas decorations in Sanctuary, 2 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 31st - Watch Service, 
11 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

Monday, January 1st - Church Office 
closed 
 

Tuesday, January 2nd - Golden Circle, 
11:30 a.m.; Family Activity Center; pro-
gram ñA Time of Sharingò 
 

Thursday, January 4th - United Methodist 
Women meeting, 9 a.m., reception room of 
main building 
 

Sunday, January 7th - teamKID; grades 
K-5; 4-5:30 p.m. in the Family Activity 
Center 

 

Wednesday, January 10th -  ñAddicted to 
Busyò Back to the Table Devotional and 
Dinner begins and will meet every Wednes-
day in January; 5-6 p.m. in Davidson Hall 
 

Friday-Monday, January 12th-15th - 
High School Ski Trip 
 

Monday, January 15th - United Methodist 
Women 3rd Monday meeting, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, January 16th - Encouragersô 
Luncheon, 12:30 p.m.; Ruby Tuesdays 
 

Thursday, January 18th - Quilling Class; 
3-4:30 p.m.; cost $10.00 (signup deadline 
January 10th)  
 

Sunday, January 21st - Confirmation 
Class begins; will meet during the Sunday 
School hour  (see page 4 for more info) 
 

Thursday, January 25th - Book Club; 
meeting in Reception Room, main building 

Just for Fun 

Calendar 
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VERY IMPORTANT! To receive communications relating to Childrenôs Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747 
 

2018 is quickly upon us and the beginning of a new year is a great time to make resolutions, the hard part is sticking to 
those resolutions! As we approach the new year, I want to encourage you to think about this:  No one has more potential 
to influence a childôs relationship with God than a parent. A typical child spends 3,000 hours per year with their parents 
and 40 hours per year in church- related activities. If we are trying to build faith and character in our kids, crucial steps 
must be made at home. I encourage you to talk with your child daily about God.  A great way to do this is a family  

devotion. ñJesus Calling: 365 Devotions for Kidsò by Sarah Young is one of my favorites; this is available as an app on 
your phone or in book form.  You can do the complete devotion in 2 minuteséthatôs 14 minutes per week!!!   

Will you form a spiritual habit in 2018 and spend time daily discussing God with your child? 
 

Look for an email soon with more 2018 info. Thank you for the honor of loving and serving your children.   

Jesus said, ñLet the Little Children  
come to me and do not hinder them  
for the Kingdom of God belongs to  
such as theseò  Mark 10:14-1 

Nursery - Our nursery is available for 
children who have not yet entered  
elementary school when age appropriate 
classes are not offered. While your child 
is in the nursery, he/she is learning the song ñJesus Loves 
Meò and hearing The Lordôs Prayer before snack.  We are 
so blessed to have a wonderful and loving nursery staff; be 
sure and tell them how much you appreciate them the next 
opportunity you get.  Besides Sundays this month, the 
nursery will be available for our ñBack to the Tableò series 
(see info on page 8 of newsletter, Discipleship Ministry) on 
the following Wednesdays: 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st.    

Sunday School - Pre-K: Emily 
Rice is doing an amazing job as 
our Pre-K Sunday School Direc-
tor and is definitely using her God 
given talents. A big welcome to 
Dolly McNabb as she teaches this 

group the month of January when we will discuss 
Jesus Can Do Anything!  The memory verse is 
ñWith God, all things are possibleò Matthew 19:26 
K ï 5th: This month we will discuss Commitment 
and how to Work It Out! We will discuss the fol-
lowing:  Week 1 :How can you hear from God?  
Week 2: How do you pray to God?  Week 3: Who 
can you talk with God about?  Week 4: How can you 
live for God?  The memory verse is ñTraining the 
body has some value. But being godly has value in 
every way.  It promises help for the life you are now 
living and the life to comeò 1 Timothy 4:8. We will 
continue our time of meeting in the SOUL Lounge at 
10 a.m. and then break off in to our classrooms.  A 
big thanks goes to Brooke Schmisseur for organizing 
our videos and teaching materials. Our K-1st teach-
ers are Heather Sohrabi and Whitney Newton, while 
Sarah Carter teaches 4th-5th.  We are currently look-
ing for someone to teach 2nd-3rd until Spring 
break.  Would you prayerfully consider teaching? 

Childrenôs Church - For as long as I can remember, our 
church has had Childrenôs Church at the 11 a.m. service.  
After much thought, discussion, and prayer, beginning in 
January, we will not offer this on a weekly basis.  The rea-
soning for this decision is most of our children and volun-
teers who serve, attend the 9 a.m. First Light service. For 
those who have not yet entered elementary school, the 
nursery is available during worship time.  Sermon Notes for 
older children are available at the front and back of the Main 
Sanctuary and activity sheets for the younger children are 
also available.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any 
thoughts or questions. Thank you to Crystal Butler and all 
volunteers who have helped with this beloved ministry. 

teamKID - grades 
K-5 will meet on 
January 7th from 
4-5:30 in the FAC 
Building.  teamKID stands for Kids 
in Disciple which is a fun time of 
bible memorization, missions out-
reach, physical activity and snack.  
I hope to see your children there!  

Back to the Table  
(see info on page 8,  
Discipleship Ministry).  
This is a great time to 
commune as a church 
family.  Childrenôs  
activities will be  

provided after the meal 
from 5:30-6 p.m. 

Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m. (Main bldg., 2nd floor) 

Sundays   

Some of our  
children were  
recognized on  
Sunday, Decem-
ber 17th,  for  
perfect/regular  
Sunday School  
attendance.   
Way to go!!  
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The Weekly     
SUNDAY 

Worship 8, 9, and 11 a.m.     
Breakfast and Sunday School 10 a.m. 

Confirmation Class 10 a.m.  
 

SUNDAY NIGHTS 
HS Youth 5 p.m. Coffee |Topical Discussion | 

Dinner 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
MS Youth 6-8 p.m. Snack Supper | Topical  

Discussion | Planned Activities (Gym) 
 

Disciple Bible Study 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
HS Ski Trip | January  12th-15th 

 
Confirmation Begins | January 21st 

 
Warmth in Winter | February 9th-11th 

 
All Church Retreat | March 2nd-4th 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Confirmation in The United Methodist Church is a time of 
intentional preparation, it gives teens and tweens the op-
portunity to reflect on the most basic tenets of our faith and 
gives them a safe environment to ask questions and grap-
ple with the divine truths and mysteries proclaimed by the 
church of Jesus Christ. Confirmation helps youth to inves-
tigate to depths of the faith and helps them begin to under-
stand what it means to become a fully devoted follower of 
Jesus Christ, and to make their first public profession of 
faith. During this time, young persons "make firm" what 
has gone before: God's prevenient grace, baptism, the 
teaching and witness of parents and other persons of faith, 
the teachings and life together in the church, the student's 
own growing faith. Youth are invited to claim for them-
selves the name Christian and the name United Methodist. 
We believe that Confirmation is a significant step in the 
journey of faith. 

 

Unlike baptism, which is a sacrament, confirmation is a 
repeatable rite in The United Methodist Church. Standing 
before the congregation to profess one's faith as part of a 
confirmation ceremony is not limited to only one special 
time. In addition to confirmation of younger youth, the 
Book of Discipline encourages a time of intentional prepa-
ration and the rite of confirmation for older youth as well. 
Because the middle school years (5th-8th grades) are when 
young people begin to move from concrete thinking to ab-
stract thinking, that is when most people begin to make 
lifelong faith decisions. Also, during these middle school 
years, youth are seeking a sense of belonging. Belonging 
to the community of faith is an appropriate response to that 
developmental task. 

 

Likewise, the teenage years are important for making a 
commitment to live as a disciple of Christ. Thus we also 
encourage our Jr. High and High School students to also 
participate in confirmation. 
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Check Senior 
Adult Bulletin 
Board weekly 
for updates, 
photos and 
more details. 

January Birthdays 

2 Jerry Mathis 
5 Debbie Brown 
5    Margaret Collinsworth 
6 Arey Jean Barton 
9 Grace Caps 
10 Jamie McNabb 

Thought for the Month  
! WŀƴǳŀǊȅ tǊŀȅŜǊ- !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ŘŀǿƴƛƴƎΣ 5ŜŀǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ƛƴ  

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǿŀƛǝƴƎΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘŜŜΦ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ  
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǇǊŀƛǎŜΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ¢Ƙȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ  

ώCǊŀƴŎŜǎ wƛŘƭŜȅ IŀǾŜǊƎŀƭϐ 

January Happeningsé 
Tuesday, January 2nd  
Golden Circle, 11:30 a.m.; Family  
Activity Center; program - ñA Time  
of Sharingò 
 

Tuesday, January 16th 
Encouragersô Luncheon, 12:30 p.m.; 
Ruby Tuesdays 
 

Thursday, January 18th 
Quilling Class, 3-4:30 p.m.; room 
#208, main building; cost $10 

Coming Eventsé 
Sunday, February 19th - Valentineôs 
Luncheon, 12:30 p.m.; Davidson Hall 
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Happy Birthday!!! 

13 Martha Carden 
14 Bunny Comer 
14 George Jensen 
17 Wilma Shasteen 
18 Jack Crutcher 
19 Laura Orr 

19 Donna Johnson 
21 Elton Thompson 
24 Rosemary Starnes 
26 Janna Washington 
26   Ross Roepke 
27   Samira Phillips 

- Special Notice -  
 All Senior Adult Ministry events and trips that have a cost to participants must be paid in advance (that is 
by deadline date).  Several tickets were purchased this year and were not used because of cancellations.  I 
cannot always find people at the last minute to use these tickets, therefore the Senior Adult Ministry takes a 
loss.  When I can, I will return the purchase cost if the vendor does not charge us for the reservation.  I try 
to keep our costs low and even pay a percentage of the cost out of our Senior Adult Ministry budget.  

Thank you for understanding.   
  

This year promises to be a good year for being involved with our Senior Adult Group.  We plan to visit the 
Nashville Symphony, Alpaca Farm in Franklin,  Chattanooga River Cruise, take a Mystery Trip, Tea on the 
Mountain in Tracey City, plays  (ñThe Miracle Workerò, ñThe Titanicò, ñHello Dollyò, and ñMiracle on 
34th Streetò), work days at the Henry Center, Mission trip to Sager Brown in Baldwin, Louisiana, Valen-
tine's Luncheon, quilling classes, plus several other events in the making, along with our regular offerings 
such as Encouragers' luncheons, Golden Circle, Art, Quilting & Knitting Group.  There is something for 

everyone and we would love to have you involved in our ministry.  

Senior Adult of the Month 
  How do you narrow down a life of   
  99 years in a few sentences?  Well,  
  if  you are Robert Edgar Alexander,  
  better known as RE, he will tell you  
  what to say.  RE was raised in  
  Bedford County, Tennessee and has  
  had and is having a very happy and  
  colorful life.  RE has been a member  
  of Tullahoma FUMC for over 65  
  years and has served on the Finance  
  Committee and taught Sunday school  
  for many years.  He served in the  
  United States Air Force from 1942- 
  1946.  At the age of 39, he married 

Joan Gammill.  He jokingly says that when he was told she was  
a home economics teacher, he knew she was the woman for him!  
All joking aside, he states that she is the best thing that ever  
happened to him.  RE and Joan have one son, Mark (Laura) and  
a granddaughter, Kaia. To learn more about RE, visit him at 
Brookdale Assisted Living.  You will be in for a real treat!   
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Hey Everyone, 
    

Happy New Year! We have a brand 
new newsletter with more room to 
breathe and write! New Yearôs is a 
great time because we have a 
chance, at least for a little bit, to 
evaluate our lives, our goals and 
what we want to accomplish in 
the new year. This date is totally 
artificial, but it exists none the less. I 
have a couple of goals I want to accomplish in the new year. I want to grow more spiritually in the coming year. Last 
year I had the goal to read through the whole bible and I did it! This year I want to do it again, probably with a different 
version, but I need to up the ante. I want to set time aside daily to focus on prayer and spend time with God. I also have 
the goal of making more healthy decisions with my diet and exercise. I want to lose weight, but I also want to get in 
shape and make permanent changes to my lifestyle for the long term. Why am I sharing this with all of you? Well I  
believe that if you really want to reach a goal or make a change, you have to tell someone. I shared with a small group 
the other day, if I actually did all the things I promised God I was going to do, I'd be a radically different person. I have 
found that it is only when I tell someone and ask them to help me, do I really make lasting changes. I encourage you to 
share your goals with others, even achieve them together. God bless you and may God bless the ministries of our church 
in this new year. 

Communion Servers 
 
Greeters - Once a month on  
    rotation 
 
Coffee - Once a month on  
    rotation 
 
Tech Team - Every or every  
    other week 
 
Worship Team - Every or  
    every other week 

 
 
 
 

 
 

This month's First Light Spotlight is on our Music Director John Cook. While John isn't a 
volunteer, but part-time staff at the church, he does so much to make First Light happen 
every week. John hails from the Windy City of Chicago and moved to Tullahoma 20+ 
years ago. He has a background in radio and TV production, but his passion is making 
music. John started playing music in grade school and loved guitar. He toured and  
recorded in Nashville and played with the likes of Herbie Hancock, The Kentucky 
Headhunters, Lori Morgan and Jimmy Hall. In 2012, First Light leadership realized their 
need for a music director and John was the man for the job. John has brought tons of  
professional organization and stability to this service, as well as face smelting guitar  
solos! We appreciate all he does and continues to do!  

Contact Jeff @ jeffhfumc@lighttube.net for more info. 

mailto:jeffhfumc@lighttube.net



