
Sunday Morning 
8 a.m.       Worship Service—Traditional in Sanctuary 
9 a.m.      Worship Service—Contemporary in Family Activity Center 
10 a.m.      Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Dossett Chapel Sunday School 
11 a.m.       Worship Service—Traditional w/Children’s Church in Sanctuary 
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——208 West Lauderdale Street-—931.455.5434—–www.fumctullahoma.com—— 

The Message—Pastor Paul Purdue Ongoing Activities 

After the whirlwind, a roofless homeowner shared news of trees and water everywhere but 
ended his text with “Just glad my girls are okay…all else is just stuff.”  As storm water 
sopped through attic insulation, dripping down from light fixtures onto soaked carpets, I  
witnessed your faith, hope and love as so many people expressed a deep refocused gratitude 
standing inside their tornado damaged homes. With no loss of life or major injuries we  
collectively counted our blessings and better understood Jesus’ words: “Truly, your true life 
is not made up of the things you own.” (Luke 12:15)  
 

Only faith, hope and love endure into eternity (1 Corinthians 13:13). Did you hear love firing 
up chainsaws and clearing driveways?  Did you hear hope in the squeegee squeaks of  
neighbors cleaning up neighbors’ powerless refrigerators?  Did you hear faith in action as 
Disaster Relief Trailers from Saint Mark’s (Murfreesboro) and Cookeville FUMC joined 
hundreds of neighbors helping neighbors?   
 

What should we do now that driveways are clear, power is restored and a variety of colorful 
tarps cover missing shingles?   Let us check in on each other making a safe space for our  
displaced neighbors’ tears or tirades so that storm centered griefs or frustrations may find 
release in our listening ears!  Let us don our work gloves and help each other clean up the 
messes.  Let us find wisdom and patience with ourselves and each other as we rebuild.  A 
well-planned kitchen remodel at times stresses both homeowner and builder, so an  
unwelcomed, untimely, roof-damaging, water-remediating, yard-trashing rebuild may tax us 
even as we give thanks to God for the good gift of life!  If we grow weary, frustrated, or sad 
during our rebuilding let us remember those are not our soul’s enemies- no, materialism,  
inattention and idolatry offer far greater threats to our souls.  The Psalms are full of Laments. 
A sinless Jesus confessed his anxiety in the garden (Matthew 26:38).  If times grow hard, let 
us lean into our faith, for somehow honest fervent prayer catalyzes deeper gratitude amid 
grief, hope within weariness, and love mixed with sad twinges.  Let us worship God, giving 
thanks for the good gift of life and then fully embrace the second half of Jesus’ Great  
Commandment by loving our neighbor as ourselves!   Let us continue to come together in 
community, love and service.             
 

This Sunday our worship focus is “Unwrapping the Kingdom of Joy.”  Come unwrap God’s 
gift of Joy as we enjoy special music at traditional services at 8 a.m. and modern worship at 9 
a.m.  Our 11 a.m. service will feature our children’s choir re-enacting the Christmas story 
through songs, poems, costumes, and well-rehearsed narration. Come find the inner joy we 
only experience by offering our worship to God!    
 

Finally, I offer my deep gratitude to the ensemble, choir, Michelle, and Doug for giving their 
gifts, time and energy to God. Sunday night’s Christmas concert settled my soul in  
preparation for our Lord’s coming at Christmas.  It was an amazing evening of beautiful  
musical worship.   

Grace and Love,   
Pastor Paul 

Wednesdays 

 Dossett Chapel, 3:15-5 p.m. 

 Nursery open, 3:45-7:30 p.m. 

 Children’s & Halos’ Christmas 
Pageant Rehearsal, 4-5 p.m. 

 Youth Praise Band, 5-6 p.m. 

 Youth Group, 6-7:30 p.m. 

 Adult Discipleship, 6:30-8 p.m. 
 

Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry,  
   Financial Assistance, &    
   Clothes Closet 12-2 p.m. 

 Handbells, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
 

Mondays 

 “Discerning the Voice of God”    
    Group Study, 10-11:30 a.m., 
    Facilitator - Tammy Brown  
 

Tuesdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry &  
   Financial Assistance 12-2 p.m. 

Please note:  Children will 
rehearse this Saturday from 

1-2:30 p.m. for their  
Christmas Pageant, and 
again on Sunday from  

10-10:45 a.m. 
Their Christmas Pageant, 
“The Living Creche” will 
be this Sunday at the 11 

a.m. service. 

A Service of Hope and Remembrance 
Wednesday, December 14th, 6 p.m. 

We recognize that for many people the holiday season can be a time of grief and  
sadness as they mourn the loss of loved ones. This service will offer space to remember loved 

ones lost, acknowledge our grief, and especially experience the hope God gives us through faith  
as we prepare for the coming of our Lord this Advent season who is Emmanuel “God is with us.” 

Come to join our reception to show appreciation for Kris Roberts on Sunday, December 18th from  
9:30-11:30 a.m. in Davidson Hall.  There will be a basket to collect your thank you cards for his years of 

leadership with our Youth and Family Life areas.   We are so blessed that Kris, Crystal, Bailey and  
Analiese plan to continue worshiping and serving in our church! 

Encourager’s will meet 
Tuesday, December 

13th at 12:30 p.m., at 
Ruby Tuesdays 



The Good News 

Senior Ministry—Esther J. Sims 
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Thought of the Week: “I will trust in the Lord.”  

Ongoing Events… 
 

Adult Art Group 
Fridays 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Main bldg., #208 

Knitting Group 
 

 Will not be  
meeting in the   
 month of  
  December 

Hey Everyone, 
 

Well it has been quite a week! I have seen so many people loving their neighbors, caring for one another and really giving 
of themselves to help their friends these past couple days, and it has been so encouraging. I prayed at First Light on  
Sunday that it is so easy to get our focus off of Jesus during the Christmas season. All the events, the presents, the family 

functions are so fun and important. But I know I feel overwhelmed by everything the season has become. The events of the past week 
have helped me focus on what's important. People, relationships, loving people and loving God. I'm so excited to experience this  
Christmas season with you! 

In Christ, 
Jeff 

First Light & Outreach Ministry—Jeff  Harrison 

Happy Birthday!!! 

December   8  Dona Rhudy 
      12  Lynn Hutcheson 
      13  Kathy Jensen 
      15  Coleen Saunders 
      17  Barbara Buckner 
                 

Happy Birthday to you all!  

Please check our prayer list in the newsletter and on the church’s white board outside the office.  Help the staff stay in 
touch! If you have knowledge of any of our Senior Adult Members who would like to be remembered in prayer or would 

like a visit from our  pastoral staff, please do not hesitate to let us know.  Also, we acknowledge birthdays of Senior 
Adult   Members weekly in the newsletter; if you would like to be added to the list give me a call (Esther: 455-5434). 

  On Friday, December 9th, we will be 
traveling to the Governor’s Man-

sion.  Please remember that departure 
from FAC parking lot is at 8 a.m., our 

tour is at 10 a.m. and lunch is provided. 
Please called the church (455-5434) by 

Thursday if you are not going.  

Youth Ministry—Theresa Johnson 
Hey everyone, 
 

I’m really excited about serving with you in my new role as interim Director of Ministry with Youth! I am deeply grateful for the awesome 
work Kris Roberts has done serving God through our youth ministries here at FUMC over the years. I’m also thankful for our great team of 
adult youth leaders who give so generously of their time and talents to make sure our youth are nourished in their faith and encouraged to 
serve God with their time and abilities. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. I appreciate your prayers 
as I transition into this position. Here’s some information about upcoming events. More details to come.  
 

Our joint meeting with youth and youth parents will be this Wednesday, December 7th at 6 p.m. We’ll meet together for music and an   
Advent devotional from Pastor Paul. We’ll also have updates on the high school ski trip and WIW. Then we’ll split into separate groups of 
youth and parents for discussion. Youth will end with trivia and free time in the youth room.  
 

Upcoming Events: 
Wednesday, December 7th        Joint youth and youth parent meeting (6 p.m. in the youth room) 
Wednesday, December 14th        Last regular Wednesday night gathering for the year 
Friday, December 16th         LAST DAY OF SCHOOL BEFORE CHRISTMAS BREAK! 
Sunday, December 18th          Christmas party (Meet at church at 4:45p.m. Christmas caroling to shut-ins, then dinner/dessert 
     with gift exchange) 
Wednesday, December 21st  Movies/Lunch out? 
Friday-Sunday, January 13th-16th Ski trip for high school 
Friday- Sunday, January 27th-29th Warmth in Winter 

This Week’s Activities… 

Governor's Mansion Christmas Tour, Friday, December 9th 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing at Walmart, Saturday, December 10th ( I’m ringing at 10 
a.m. -come join me!) 

Skills Development  
Services clients finished 
their 3rd craft project of 

the year, refrigerator 
magnets. It was a  

pleasure working with 
them and seeing their  
delight in their crafts.  

We will be in discussion as to continuing this program in 2017.   

Coming Next Week… 
Service of Hope &  
Remembrance, Wednesday, 
December 14th, 6 p.m. 



 December 7th, 2016 

Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein 

Mission Moment—Holt Cason 
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I hope everyone is enjoying this Advent Season. 
 

Christmas Pageant: Our remaining practices for the Christmas pageant (grades K 
- 5) will be on Wednesday, December 7th from 4-5 p.m. and Saturday,  
December 10th (DRESS REHEARSAL) from 1:00-2:30 p.m.in the Main Building.   
The nursery will be available during the practices for parents who are helping.  Our pageant is on Sunday, 
December 11th at the 11 a.m. service.  The Halos Choir (age potty trained 3 - Pre K) will meet Wednesday 
from 4-5 p.m. in the Children's Department.  December 7th is our last regular Wednesday meeting of the 
year. 
 

“Happy Birthday, Jesus!” party:  December 11th from 2-4 p.m. in the Main Building, ages potty trained Pre 
K - 5th grade.  Enter thru the alley doors (by the nursery).  The nursery will be open for playtime during the 
party. All children are asked to bring a gift for The Henry Center (toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, etc..). 
Please sign your child up so we can efficiently plan, the sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. 
 

We have a beautiful Christmas tree in the SOUL Lounge.  If you would like to add an ornament from your 
family, please feel free.   
 

Info relating to our Children's Ministry is available at the Information Station desk (at the top of the steps in 
the Children's Department).  Any forms or info you need will be at this desk.  All sign-up sheets (parents 
and children) will be located on the new bulletin board that is located between the bathroom doors in the 
Children's Department.  All info pertaining to the nursery and nursery aged children will be kept in the 
nursery or on the bulletin board to the right of the nursery door. 

Sunday, December 11th 
Nursery Hours  
7:45 a.m. - 12 noon 
 

Sunday School  
10:00 a.m. (Main bldg.,  
2nd floor) 
 

Children’s Church  
11:00 a.m. service 

Henry Center—Theresa Johnson 

  We are blessed to have survived the tornado this past week with structural damage but no loss of life.  We may incur some 
inconveniences and minor disruptions in our lives while Tullahoma rebuilds, but we have an opportunity to help others. The 
Bible tells us that when we help those in need, we are helping Christ. As a part of the body of Christ, our challenge is  
presented to us to help the needy, meaning those that were affected by the storm as well as others in our community.  This 
is another way to be involved in local missions. 

 

Our Henry Center clothes closet and food pantry will be open Saturday, December 17th from 9-11 a.m. We could still 
use volunteers for this ministry. Contact Theresa at theresajfumc@lighttube.net or sign up on the sign-up sheet outside 
the financial secretary’s office. Thanks so much!  
 

Save the Date 
December 11th 
Christmas Pageant and  
Halos perform 11 a.m. 
 

Happy Birthday, Jesus!  
Party, 2-4 p.m. (ages potty 
trained 3 - 5th grade,  
nursery available) 
 

December 24th 
6 p.m. Halos perform 

Angel Tree 
Our Angel tree is in the back  

hallway, outside the nursery, in the 
main building.  We have angels 

available for the Haven of Hope, Life Care, and 
Dossett Chapel.  Please have all gifts for Haven 
of Hope and Life Care returned to the church by 

Friday, December 16th, and gift cards for  
Dossett Chapel by Sunday, December 11th. 

Jesus said, “Let the Little Children come to me and do not hinder them for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these” Mark 10:14-1 

Partnering WITH You, 
Miss Julie 

Trustees—Bill Bates 
We have a need for Bus drivers.  At present we have only three, and availability is sometimes an issue.  Drivers must be at least 25 and no 
more than 75 (unless otherwise approved).  A Commercial Drivers License is required to drive the bus (but not the van).  If you know of 
someone who has an interest, please contact me or Mandy in the church office for a complete copy of our Transportation Policy. 

Please keep everyone who was affected by last week’s tornado in 
your thoughts and prayers as they go through the process of 

cleaning up and repairing damage.   

Also remember all of those affected by the fires in East Tennessee 
last week.  United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR) is 

accepting financial donations to help with those relief efforts 
through the Holston Conference.  If you would like to donate, you 

may mark on your check “Holston Wildfire” and we will make 
sure it gets to the Holston Conference.   



Keeping In Prayers 
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Worship Attendance (Dec. 4th) 
8:00 a.m.              81 
First Light            143 
11:00 a.m.            114 
Total             338 
   
Sunday School           112 
Dosssett Chapel               7 

 
Offering Counters (Dec. 11th) 
Steve & Julia Mayes 
Terry & Dian Rayfield 
 
Greeters/Welcome Teams  
(December 11th) 
8:00 a.m.     LE & Judy Wright 
         
9:00 a.m.     Shanna Brooks 
         Scott Jones 
                   
11:00 a.m.   Walter & Nellie 
             Wasilewski 
         Ann Lester 

Receive this newsletter              
electronically and get The 

Good News faster.  Help us 
save paper, postage and time!  
Email fumc@lighttube.net to 
opt out of the printed version. 

You can also find the  
newsletter our new website,  

fumctullahoma.com  
 

Forrest Frame 
Billy Roy Murray  
    (Nancy Wright’s family) 
Leon Smith 
Don Bond 
Joyce Mathis 
Ed & Bobbie Prater    
    (brother & sister-in- 
     law of Bob Prater) 

Jimmy Lou Smith 
Jeff Taylor (brother of  
    Tracy Barfield) 
Joe Henry 
Chris Gregory 
RE Alexander 
William F. Johnson  
    (friend of the Cook  
     family) 

Mario Braston (friend  
    of Bertha Smith) 
Irene Mason 
Walter Glazener (friend  
    of Evelyn Childers) 
Anthony Robinson, Scott   
   Dowling & Mary Lundy   
   (family of Wilma     
   Finchum) 


